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By TIM MAY 


idway through Ohio State’s 
IMA oe drills last April, Keith 

Byars took a swing pass to the 
right. Running like an Amtrak train mak- 
ing up time, he cut upfield. A reserve play- 
er, trying to make some points in the sec- 
ondary, approached bravely. He leaped 
forward and hit Byars in the left thigh. 

“Whack” was the report of the blow. 
The reserve fell flat on the ground. Byars, 
who never left his feet, reached down to 
help him up. 

“Son, maybe you better not use a form 
tackle on that man,” said Ohio State de- 
fensive coordinator Gary Blackney, who 
was consoling more than scolding the re- 
serve. “Hey, that man’s an All-America.” 

Those are words Byars appreciates. He 
wants to be the best, and after a junior 
season in which he led the nation in rush- 
ing (1,655 yards), scoring (144 points) and 
all-purpose running (2,284 yards), people 
are starting to realize that, in fact, he may 
just be the best runner in college football 
these days. 

Still, the essence of Keith Byars is 
something totally separate from football, 
or even athletics in general. The 6-foot-2, 
233-pound Byars will tell you he’s some- 
thing that, in his mind, is much more glo- 
rious than a consensus All-America, and 
he isn’t referring to his runner-up finish in 
last year’s Heisman Trophy balloting, ei- 
ther. 

“I’m a Christian, and I’m not afraid to 
tell anybody that,” said Byars, the son of a 
minister from Dayton, O. “I go to press 
conferences after a game and somebody 
asks me, ‘So why did you do so well 
today?’ And I have to answer, ‘To be hon- 
est with you, I have to thank the Lord be- 
cause he gave me the ability.’ 

“Automatically the pencils go down, the 
tape recorders get clicked off. A lot of 
those guys, they don’t want to hear that, 
But I can’t control that. I'm just being 
honest. 

“I’m a Christian, and the Lord has 
blessed me with a lot. And one way I can 
return the favor is to go out there on the 
football field and play the best I possibly 
can. And if you don’t write about it, that’s 


Ohio State running back- deluxe Keith Byars is a man in search of a 
Continued destiny, be it a Heisman Trophy or a more ethereal inner reward. 
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your choice. I’m just going to tell you the 
truth.” 

Byars was telling the truth last year 
when somebody asked him if he thought 
he could win two Heisman Trophies. 
“Sure, I think I can win two,” Byars an- 
swered. 

Somehow, that reply got twisted in 
some parts to “I’m going to win two.” So 
instead of coming off honest and confi- 
dent, Byars sounded like just another 
cocksure braggart. 

And what timing. He made the remark 
after the Washington State game, just 
prior to the Big Ten Conference opener 
against Iowa. The comment, no doubt, 
went up on the bulletin board in Iowa City. 

But on that Saturday in Ohio Stadium, 
Byars ran for 120 yards and two touch- 
downs, caught five passes for 55 yards and 
one touchdown and threw a 35-yard 
touchdown pass to flanker Mike Lanese 
as the Buckeyes won, 45-26. 

Afterward, his altered statement about 
winning two Heismans didn’t look so far 
out of line. And the first thing he did after 
the game? Same thing he always does; he 
thanked the Lord. 

“I don’t pick up the Bible and read 
every day,” Byars said, “but I do go to 
church every Sunday. I had a strong reli- 
gious upbringing, and I know when I die, 
I’m going to heaven. I have no doubts 
about that. 

“T know there is a place prepared for 
me that’s bigger and better than this. I’m 
going to heaven. And I can’t wait until the 
day comes.” 

Byars possesses an inner peace that 
makes it easy for him to deal with death. 
For instance, consider his reaction to the 
recent death of his grandmother. 

““We were really close,” Byars said. 
“But you know, I didn’t do any crying or 
carrying on at her funeral. I know it may 
sound hard to believe, but I felt good. I 
knew my grandmother was a good 
woman, I knew she had lived a good life 
and I knew she was going to heaven. 

“So why should I be upset? I had no re- 
grets. The people you see crying and car- 
rying on at funerals, those are people who 
didn’t spend the time with their loved 
ones, who didn’t really care enough when 
they were alive. And now that the person 
is dead, they don’t feel sorry for the per- 
son, they feel sorry for themselves. 

“But I had no feelings like that. I felt 
good because I know I’m going to see my 
grandmother again some day up in heav- 
en. I know it.” 

Growing up in Dayton, shenanigans 
weren't allowed in the Byars household. 
His dad, Reginald, is a part-time minister 
at Cana Missionary Baptist Church, 
“though he doesn’t believe there’s any 
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such thing as a part‘time minister,” Byars 
said. 

One demand made of Keith and his two 
brothers and two sisters was church at- 
tendance. That lasted “until I reached the 
age of 13 or 14,” he said. “Then they told 
me: ‘Hey, you can go to church on Sunday 


- if you want to. If you don't, you Bont have 


toy? 

““T didn’t 26 that Sunday and hey, ‘some- 
‘thing wasn’t right. The next Sunday, I, was 
_ back in church. I couldn’t put my finger 
on it. then, and I still can't now, what 
didn’t feel right, but I do enjoy going to 
church. m , , 

OK, so maybe the testimonies*are get- 
ting a bit tiresome. But you haye.to under- 
stand, that’s what makes Keith’ Byars tick. 

He-has goals—like the 1985 Heisman, Tro- 
phy—but that inner peace gives him’the 


ability to take his life day by day, his ca- 


’ 


‘reer game by game, practice by practice. 
“Keith Byars is one of the best practice 
players we've ever had. at Ohio State,” 
Buckeyes Coach Edrle Bruce said. “He 
gives you. that good effort een ‘day. He's 
always working.” = — i t 
Let’s see now: He nrncticess : what he 
plays. He practices what he preaches. He 
loved his grandmother. He goes to class. 
He doesn’t smoke. He doesn’t'drink. He 


. Signs autographs until his left hand 


‘cramps. And, said Bruce, “if there is a bet- 
ter running back in the country, I don’t 
know who it is.” : 

_ In short, Byars sounds too good to be 
true. Yet in the land of the Heisman Tro- 


$ / phy—remember, Les Horvath, Vic Jan- 


owicz, Howard (Hopalong) Cassady and 


Archie Griffin, the ‘only two- -time winner, . 


played at Ohio State—he seems to shave 
the, right credentials. 

‘And like he said, he won't, lie. He 
_thought his credentials measured up last 
year, despite Doug Flutie’ ’s SUS TSESInUNE 
-presence. 

“You can’t get me to: concede any- 
thing,” Byars said. “Like after we lost the 


Wisconsin game with three games to go © 
., in the season, there was no way I was giv- 


ing up. I knew we could go to the Rose 
Bowl if we kept trying, and we did. The 
only way I give up’ is when there’s one 
game to go and we're down by two. 


“That’s the same attitude I had about - 


the Heisman. It isn’t over until they make 

: the formal announcement.” 
When that announcement was made 
‘last December 1, Byars “was disappoint- 
ed,” he said. “I thought I should have won. 


, But I’m not going to cry over spilled milk. 


it two ways: I can pout about its, -. 


IT ‘finished second, and you can think about 
or Ican 
take my hat off to Dong Flutie and say 
congratulations. 

“I've got another year. I wanted to win 
two, and everybody knew that, and I’m 
not afraid to say what I want to do. But I 


Still feel like I have a very good chance of 
winning one, and I’m going to do every- 
thing in my power to possibly win it.” 
Maybe he should rip open his shirt and 
check the monogram on his tights be- 
cause it may take a super effort on his 
part to duplicate last year’s numbers. The 
Buckeyes lost four of five starters on the 


* offensive line, and the spring game last 


April indicated that the rebuilding will 
continue this fall. As a result, Byars’ inter- 
ference may be down a notch from last 
year. 

But what sets Byars apart from most 
backs—and what may help him compen- 
sate for lesser blocking—is his all-around 
ability. He has both power and speed, run- 
ning the 40-yard dash in 4.45 seconds. He 
can run over a linebacker and, as it hap- 
pened several times last year, outrun a 
defensive back. He also has the best, and 
probably the biggest, pass-catching hands 
on the team. In addition to his outstanding 
running, Byars was the Buckeyes’ second- 
leading receiver with 37 catches for 453 
yards and two touchdowns last fall. 

‘“You don’t mess with success,” Byars 
said, referring to his versatile style. “It 
has worked for me before, and I've got to 
stick with it. You've got to mix it up. You 
Can't just be a one-dimensional back. 
When guys go against me, I want them to 
have to practice everything. I want the 
coach to put so much into the guy’s head 
he doesn’t know what to expect. 

“But as far as what I think I can accom- 
plish this season, I just want to have an- 
other good season, go for the national 
championship and help my team repeat 
as Big Ten champions. Sometimes, when 
you measure performance, you can’t just 
go by numbers. I feel like if I rush for 1,300 
yards and help the team out in other 
areas, like I might be called upon to block 
a’ little more this year, maybe catch the 
ball a little more, then I’m doing my job.” 

He’s at his best, though, with the ball in 
hand. One of his coaches at Roth High 
School in Dayton found that out when 
Byars was entering his sophomore year. 
At the time, Byars was the team’s tight 
end. 

“One of my coaches was just playing 
around in practice one day and he put me 
in at running back,” he recalled. ‘The 
way it worked, if you scored on the first- 
team defense, you didn’t have to run 
sprints. So I said, ‘Give me the ball,’ and 
ran over them a few times.” 

Byars went on to become a standout 
running back and was named a high 
school All-America his senior year. 

“One time that season, against Lima 
(O.) Catholic, I ran nine times for 250 or 
260 yards,” Byars said. “I had a 67-yard 
touchdown run to open the game, and a 
65-yarder, and another. We won the game, 
22-14. That game sort of stands out in my 
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mind.” 

Despite his great success as a prep foot- 
ball player, other sports appealed to 
Byars more. 

“It may surprise some people,” he said, 
“but baseball is my first love, followed by 
basketball. Football is third. 

“T still think if I had pursued baseball, I 
would have been successful at it. I played 
center field, and I used to cover a lot of 
ground out there, But there are so many 
people in baseball, so many things can 
happen. Like, if you get on one of those 
minor league teams and you mess around 
and break your wrists or whatnot, hey, 
you're home. And you don’t have that edu- 
cation to fall back on. 

“That's why I figured I'd go to college, 
play four years of football, and then, if the 
pros are going to be there, fine. If not, I’ve 
at least got a college degree. 

“You Know, you could be in the minor 
leagues of baseball for 10 or 15 years if 
you don’t get the right breaks. And I’m not 
too up for bus rides. I'd rather fly any 
day.” 

As for his second love, Byars started on 
two state championship basketball teams 
at Roth. “That's where you really saw his 
athletic ability,” Bruce said, recalling a 
recruiting trip to the Roth gym. “First of 
all, he sticks up those huge hands, and 
zow. Then he takes the ball down the 
court, kabooma, kabooma, kabooma, then 
he puts a spin move on a guy and goes up 
for the shot.” 

He wasn’t the team’s best shooter, 
though, so it appears he made the right 
choice of sports. As for his choice of col- 
leges, he whittled the list to two, Pitts- 
burgh and Ohio State. His parents are 
from Pittsburgh, where most of his rela- 
tives live. But on the other hand, “every- 
body in my neighborhood was an Archie 
Griffin fan,” Byars said. 

As it turned out, Griffin was the clinch- 
er for the Buckeyes. 

“The summer before my senior season 
in high school, I went down to the (Cincin- 
nati) Bengals’ training camp at Wilming- 
ton (0.),” Byars said. “We had lunch to- 
gether—Archie Griffin and me. ... He 
said: ‘If you think you’re one of the best, 
get on up there. It’s the place for you.’ He 
was right. I've enjoyed myself since I've 
been here.” 

Byars’ freshman season was rather un- 
eventful. He carried the ball just six times 
for 24 yards while backing up Tim Spen- 
cer, who became a first-round draft 
choice of the United States Football 
League after that 1982 season. 

But as a sophomore, Byars took over 
the starting tailback role with a flourish. 
He led the Big Ten in rushing with 1,126 
yards and in scoring with 20 touchdowns, 
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bringing him all-conference honors. 

That performance set Ohio State’s 
wheels in motion for a Heisman campaign 
in 1984, but the Byars bandwagon never 
got rolling to the extent that Flutie’s did. 

Byars certainly did his part on the field. 
By leading the nation in rushing, scoring 
and all-purpose running last season, he 
became only the llth player in Division 
I-A modern history to win college foot- 
ball’s “triple crown.” 

Some of his performances were nothing 
short of amazing. Consider the Buckeyes’ 
game against Illinois last October. Ohio 
State, already with one loss in the Big Ten 
race, was facing near-certain elimination 
as it fell behind, 24-0, in the second quar- 
ter. You'd better believe the boo-birds 
were laying eggs in Ohio Stadium. 

But by halftime, Byars had scored two 
of the Buckeyes’ three touchdowns and 
they trailed by only three points, 24-21. In 
the second half, the miracle rally contin- 
ued, and by day’s end, Byars had rushed 
for a school-record 274 yards and had 
scored five touchdowns. He dove almost 
four yards for one score, ran 67 yards for 
another—the last 40 without his right shoe 
—and bowled over two defenders for the 
three-yard game-winner with 36 seconds 
left. 

“Tt ain’t over until it’s over,” Byars said. 
“Tt was a crazy feeling out there that day. 
I felt kind of tired in the first half, but at 
the end of the game, I felt like I could 
have played all night. Hey, strength like 
that doesn’t come from anywhere but up 
above.” 

After that game, Byars was the toast of 
the town, especially along the party area 
of High Street, right off campus. The toas- 
tee, however, wasn’t around. He never is. 

“j’m not a big partier,” Byars said. 
“People are always asking me during the 
season, ‘What do you do after the games?’ 
Hey, I go home and be with my family. 
We sit around and talk about the game for 
a couple of hours, and by that time, I’m 
tired. I go to bed.” 

What? You go to bed? You mean you 
don’t hit High Street? 

“Naw,” he said, “I haven't got any time 
for that. I tell them: ‘Y’all celebrate. I’m 
gonna get some sleep.’ ” 

So much for Mr. Excitement. Even 
when he really wants to kick loose and 
relax, Byars doesn’t consider bars or 
nightclubs the place to go. 

“I bowl, go to the movies,” he said. 
“That's pretty much it during the winter. 
Now in the summertime, I get out and 
play a lot of basketball, some putt-putt 
golf. And I want to play on somebody’s 
softball team this summer.” 

Byars has played only two rounds of 
“real” golf in his life. “Man, I was trying to 
kill that little ball and I couldn't hit it,” he 
said. “But once I get to the putting part of 


ed 


Both on the field and off, Ohio 
State’s Keith Byars knows his 
priorities. 


golf, I'm pretty good.” 

Early to bed, abstinence from alcohol, 
putt-putt golf... hey (to borrow a phrase 
from Byars), doesn’t this guy have any 
vices? 

Maybe one. His tastes in movies aren’t 
exactly along the Walt Disney line. In 
fact, his favorite films are “The Godfa- 
ther” and “The Godfather Part Two.” 

“Al Pacino plays an excellent role in 
that,” he said, “and hey, gangster movies 
are all right. 

“The stuff that happens in those 
movies, it’s so true... like in that one 
scene, where Abe Vigoda, he was the trai- 
tor to the family. And he asks, ‘Hey, for 
old times’ sake, save my life.’ And they 
look at him and go, ‘Uh-uh.’ He knew he’d 
had it because they had those stone looks. 
Hey, they kill you and don’t think nothing 
about it—'Let’s go eat some spaghetti or 
something.’” 

Don’t make too big of a deal out of 
these gory movies Byars likes to watch. 
It’s liable to give the guy a bad reputation, 
and that’s something he doesn’t want. He 
likes to be noticed, but not for anything 
that could wrongly influence young peo- 
ple. 

“I've been on both sides of the fence,” 
he said. “When I was a freshman, nobody 
knew who I was. Now, when I go walking 
by a crowd, sometimes you can hear: 
‘Hey, is that Keith Byars? Yeah, that was 
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him.’ I enjoy the attention. 

“When I go into restaurants, I want peo- 
ple to say, ‘Hey, that’s Keith Byars.’ As 
long as they’re talking about me in a posi- 
tive way, that doesn’t affect me. 

“When people come up and ask for au- 
tographs, I don’t just let it slide by. I was 
in their shoes one time. I remember when 
I was about 12, the Los Angeles Lakers 
and the Knicks came to Dayton for an ex- 
hibition game. And I waited around out- 
side the locker room and got Kareem 
Abdul-Jabbar’s autograph. Hey, that was 
something else for me. 

“But I believe you've got to have cer- 
tain role models. I admire Jabbar and a 
lot of other people. And I’m sure some 
people admire me, too. I know I live my 
life under a magnifying glass, so I try to 
present myself as positively as I can in 
the community. I wouldn't want my son or 
daughter growing up to be like somebody 
who, every time you look around, is in 
trouble, or walking down the street he’s 
got a cigarette in his hand, or he’s talking 
about drinking a beer. 

“T don't do those things. So when people 
see me out in public, I don’t have to worry 
about, ‘Oh, put this cigarette away,’ be- 
cause I don’t have it.” 

Nor did Byars have it the last three 
games last season, which may have cost 
him the Heisman. He sprained an ankle 
after catching a pass on the last play of 
the eighth game, a 16-14 loss at Wisconsin. 
The next week he did not start and gained 
just 64 yards on 13 carries in the Buck- 
eyes’ 50-7 win over Indiana. The same 
day, Flutie was going over the 10,000-yard 
mark in career total offense. 

“T’ve watched that play a thousand 
times,” Byars said of the collision with 
two Wisconsin linebackers. “I still don’t 
know how I hurt my ankle, but I watch it 
so I can possibly see what happened and 
try to avoid it.... I have no regrets about 
it. 1 wasn't right for the next three weeks, 
but there wasn’t anything I could do about 
it. I gave my best shot.” 

He will do that again, of course, as he 
pursues the 1985 Heisman Trophy. 

“T feel like I get to cast a vote, too,” he 
said. “My votes come on the Saturdays in 
the fall. I've got 11 Saturdays to prove I’m 
the best. And I feel after the 11th Satur- 
day, after the Michigan game, then my 
final ballot is in. I just hope everybody 
sees it the way I see it.” 

Still, he’s not expecting any divine help. 

“I pray before every game,” he said. 
“But you can't pray and say, ‘Lord, let us 
win this game.’ There’s Christians on the 
other team, too, and he’s not going to play 
any favorites. The best team is going to 
win. I just pray that I can play to my ut- 
most.” # 


Tim May covers college sports for the Columbus 
Dispatch. 
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Irish Eyes 
Are Smiling 
On Pinkett 


By HERB GOULD 


sk Allen Pinkett about the Heis- 
A Trophy and he turns into a bit 
of an iceman. 

It’s not that he wouldn’t love to win the 
award. He would, of course. It’s just that, 
after being called a Heisman candidate 
all these years—that started back when 
he propelled Notre Dame to an upset vic- 
tory over No. l-ranked Pittsburgh three 
autumns ago—he realizes that winning a 
Heisman depends on some things beyond 
his control, even if he is entering his sen- 
ior season as the NCAA’s top returning 
rusher with a career total of 3,031 yards. 

Another thing is, Pinkett, who may also 
lead the nation in praise for his blockers, 
isn’t given to self-promotion. It’s just not 
his style. Ask him about a big day and he’s 
liable to start off by explaining that his 
blockers were able to get their feet set 
because the field was dry and the footing 
was good. 

Oh, he can be articulate, witty even. 
Witness his comment that he came to 
Notre Dame because “I was captivated by 
the Golden Dome, the way it shines. No- 
body else had a Golden Dome. I guess you 
could say I saw the light.” And there was 
his remark after he had scored four 
touchdowns against Penn State in a rout 
last November that revived a gasping 
Fighting Irish season: “I guess we've got 
the bowl rolling again.” Asked for a clari- 
fication, Pinkett corrected himself but 
maintained a cherubic grin as he said: 
“Did I say bowl? I meant ball.” 

The 5-foot-9, 183-pound Pinkett, a small 
but powerfully built tailback, remembers 
that 1982 Pitt game, which really got the 
ball rolling for him. 

“Yes, I’ve been hearing about the Heis- 
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man since then,” he said, smiling at the 
recollection of leading the Irish past the 
Panthers, 31-16, as a freshman. “It’s al- 
ways been a dream. But I guess, for the 
first time, I really feel like if things went 
right—and there are a lot of factors to 
consider—I could win. 
“That’s not a prediction, by any means. 
It would take me having a spectacular 
season. It would take our team having a 
really good season. Those two factors 
might put me in the running. But I have a 
lot of respect for those other guys that will 
be making a run at the Heisman—Bo 
Jackson, Keith Byars. I think they’re 
great athletes. 
“But I feel I can hold my own. It repre- 
sents a challenge. It’s competition. We’re 
athletes, all of us, and we thrive on com- 
petition. It brings out the best in us.” 
Competition has been bringing out the 
best in Pinkett since he was a diminutive 
freshman at Park View High School in 
Sterling Park, Va., near Washington’s 
Dulles Airport. 
“A lot of his friends told him he 
wouldn't be able to play football because 
the boys were bigger than him,” said Pin- 
kett’s mother, Maggie. “So he came home 
and talked to my husband and I about it. 
And I said, ‘Allen, by all means, if that’s 
what you want to do, go ahead and try 
out.’ 
“At the time, he was lifting weights al- 
ready and he was getting a body on him, 
so I said: ‘If you think you can do it, you go 
right ahead and do it. Don’t pay any atten- 
tion to what anybody says. You know 
what you want.’” 
She knew what he wanted, too. 
“Ever since he was old enough to un- 


ALLEN PINKETT: 


‘It’s (the Heisman 
Trophy) always been a 
dream. But I guess, for 
the first time, I really 
feel like if things went 
right—and there are a 
lot of factors to consid- 
er—I could win.’ 
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Notre Dame running back Allen Pinkett has run 
into a few obstacles during his college career, but 
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derstand football, everything was football, 
football, football,” said his mother, who 
saw the gleam in Allen’s eye when she 
took him to high school football games to 
watch his brother, Michael, who is nine 
years his senior. 

“If ever I had an idol, he was it,” said 
Pinkett, the youngest of three children. “I 
was a Redskins fan, but I didn’t really 
have an idol in the pros. My brother was 
the guy I really wanted to be like the 
most.” 

Such is the result of being raised in a 
close family. Both Maggie and her hus- 
band, Isaiah Pinkett Jr., are school bus 
drivers, but after a week behind the 
wheel, they think nothing of hitting the 
road again on the weekend—not when it 
means watching their son play. Since 
Allen arrived in South Bend, Ind., the Pin- 
ketts have made the 11-hour drive to 
every Notre Dame home game, plus 
many road games as well. 
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“We think he’s worth it,” Maggie Pin- 
kett said, laughing. 

“They weren’t just there to pat me on 
the back when the credit was received, 
either,” Pinkett said. “They were there 
with the hardships. I don’t think I could 
ask for anything better. They’re one big 
reason I play the sport.” 

As a high schooler, Pinkett had told his 
parents all along not to worry about how 
they would pay for his college education 
because he planned to win a scholarship. 

“T’d say, ‘Oh, Allen,’ ” his mother said. “I 
thought he was just saying that. I never 
thought he really meant it.” 

It started to dawn on her that he wasn’t 
kidding when he became a Virginia all- 
state pick his last two years in high 
school. Soon thereafter, she began to real- 
ize that Allen might even be able to earn 
a living after college as a pro football 
player. In 1982, Pinkett emerged from a 
dozen contenders for the No. 3 tailback 
slot to rush for 129 yards against Navy and 
112 yards and two touchdowns against 
Pitt. He was on his way. 

“What makes him so good,” Irish Coach 
Gerry Faust said, “is that he’s a very un- 
selfish person and he has a great desire to 
win. And athletically, he’s got great quick- 
ness. He can change direction as quick as 
anybody we've had since I’ve been at 
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he’s still in pursuit of that elusive dream—a Heis- 
man Trophy. 


Notre Dame.” 

Pinkett speaks reverently, but not 
preachily, about his God-given talent. 

“I see on TV how all these successful 
people have very profound philosophies 
with very deep meanings,” said Pinkett, a 
marketing major in the business school. “I 
don’t look at myself that way. I just look at 
myself as an average person who happens 
to have a God-given talent. God gives 
each one of us talents. Some people take 
the time to refine and enhance that talent. 
I think I’m one of those people.” 

One of the places he refines that talent 
is in the weight room, where he has been 
working out since the eighth grade. 

“T lift weights solely for protection—the 
protection of strength,” he said. “I try to 
protect the parts of my body I think will 
get hit the most. 

“That’s why I’ve got skinny arms. I 
guess I look all out of proportion. I've got 
a good-sized chest, good-sized legs and 
skinny arms.” 

Pinkett, who often jokes about being 
able to sneak between his huge blockers 
virtually undetected because of his small 
size, gets results, skinny arms or not. He 
already holds a dozen Notre Dame rec- 
ords, including career touchdowns (42) 
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and total points (254), and this fall he is 
likely to add the career rushing mark. At 
the moment he is ranked second, only 441 
yards behind Vagas Ferguson’s total of 
3,472 yards. 

But that mark, and glory to his beloved 
Golden Dome, will depend partly on him 
and his blocking teammates staying 
healthy, another reason Pinkett shies 
away from Heisman speculation. Like the 
rest of the football-watching nation, Pin- 
kett saw Auburn’s Jackson and Navy's 
Napoleon McCallum fade from Heisman 
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contention last year with injuries. 

He also felt the anguish up close. Last 
fall, when he was battling a badly 
sprained ankle that neither he nor Faust 
talked about until it was history, Pinkett, 
the all-time Irish leader with 15 100-yard 
games, didn’t hit the century mark once 
until the seventh game of the season. 

Pinkett didn’t want to talk about the 
ankle. “It sounded too much like an ex- 
cuse,” he said, “and if there’s one thing I 
don't like, it’s excuses.” 

Faust, meanwhile, didn’t mention the 
injury because he didn’t want other teams 
“taking potshots at him,” he said. Nor did 
he want opposing defenses to realize they 
could afford not to key as heavily on 
Notre Dame's star tailback. 

The sprain had occurred the spring be- 
fore when Pinkett, cornerback Mike 
Haywood and flanker Milt Jackson had 
gone to the Kentucky home of safety 
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David McGuffey for Easter break. 

“We were playing a little relaxed game 
of two-on-two basketball,” Pinkett re- 
called. “It wasn’t rough at all. I guess I 
was relaxing too much because I went up 
for a layup and came down hard on my 
right ankle and turned it over bad.” 

To make matters worse, Pinkett had to 
drive all the way back to South Bend be- 
cause none of the other players knew how 
to drive a stick shift. So, Pinkett put his 
tender ankle to the pedal of his yellow 
1980 Dodge Colt—“‘The Lemon,” as he 
calls it—for five hours. All that while he 
stewed over how to break the news to 
Faust. 

“T didn’t know whether to tell him that I 
was playing basketball or not,” he said. 
“But I figured what the heck, he’d just find 
out if I lied. Of course, he was upset.” 

Now, Faust chuckles when he recalls 
his response: “Don’t play any more bas- 
ketball.” 

Back on campus, Pinkett underwent 
arthroscopic surgery on his left knee, an 
operation that already had been sched- 
uled as a precautionary measure. Be- 
tween the ankle and the knee, Pinkett 
first got around on crutches, then in a golf 
cart. After that, summer conditioning was 
a problem. 

“T was caught between wanting to go 
out and run as much as! could and stay- 
ing off the ankle so it could heal,” he said. 
“T never did find a middle ground.” 

The situation didn’t improve when the 
season began, 

“As much as I tried to fool myself,” he 
recalled, “I wasn’t 100 percent. It was al- 
most as if I'd lost a step. My concentration 
in the game was at a level where I ig- 
nored the pain. But after the game, 
ohhhh! I could play, but I went week to 
week not knowing whether I'd be able to 
walk after a game.” 

He needed just one game in which he 
didn't reinjure the ankle, he said, and that 
finally happened the sixth week, against 
Air Force. Through that game he 
averaged only 65.2 yards per day, but 
after that point he was under 100 yards 
only once. He finished the season with a 
98-yard effort in an underwater Los An- 
geles Coliseum against Southern Califor- 
nia to give him 1,105 yards in 11 games. 
Pinkett’s surge was mirrored by Notre 
Dame, which recovered from a 3-4 start to 
finish the regular season at 7-4 before los- 
ing to Southern Methodist, 27-20, in the 
Aloha Bowl. 

The winning offensive formula late in 
the season called for Pinkett to carry the 
ball early and often, Against Louisiana 
State, Navy and Penn State, he carried 40, 
37 and 34 times for 162, 165 and 189 yards, 
respectively. 

With those 189 yards, Pinkett posted a 
four-TD game against the Nittany Lions 
for the second year in a row, including a 
66-yard score that Faust called ‘‘a perfect 
play.” On that second-quarter run, Pinkett 
took a pitch to the left, cut up the sideline, 
faked his way past one defender and out- 
ran another before the South Bend throng, 
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which had come anticipating another 
Faust flop, rose to its feet, cheering. Notre 
Dame went on to win, 44-7. 

Asked why he plays so well against 
Penn State, Pinkett said: “I wish I knew. 
Even in high school, I’ve always had a ten- 
dency to peak at that time of the year, the 
eighth and ninth games. And also, be- 
cause I almost went there and because it’s 
the school we play that’s closest to home, 
there’s an incentive to do well. I really do 
gear up for Penn State.” 

The Nittany Lions noticed. “Allen Pin- 
kett is both quick and strong, which 
allows him to bounce off tackles and gain 
more yards,” Penn State defensive back 
Mike Zordich said. “He’s the best running 
back we have faced.” 

Said Faust: ‘He seems to get better the 
more he runs. If he can hold up to it, I'll 
run him every time—or until they stop 
him. It doesn't wear him down.” 

Taking advantage of an offensive line 
that had been hamstrung by injuries early 
in the season, Faust often sent Notre 
Dame into a double-tight-end formation 
and let Pinkett dance between blockers 
on a front line that averaged about 270 
pounds per man. During their November 
successes, the Irish simply sent Pinkett 
right, Pinkett left and Pinkett up the mid- 
dle, daring the defense to stop him. 

The little tailback wasn’t complaining. 
“That’s the type of team we are,” he said. 
“Our offensive line is probably bigger 
than some professional offensive lines. It’s 
not that fancy of an offense. It’s just foot- 
ball the way it was meant to be played— 
you know, hard-nosed and rough. If we 
can’t run that ball straight ahead, we 
don’t belong on the field.” 

Though his Heisman hopes for last year 
were snuffed out by his slow start, Pinkett, 
who had finished 16th in the Heisman vot- 
ing as a sophomore, received honorable 
mention on the Associated Press and 
United Press International All-America 
teams and was voted Notre Dame’s most 
valuable player for the second straight 
year. 

Pinkett’s season ended a few minutes 
before his teammates’ when, in the fourth 
quarter of the Aloha Bowl, he separated a 
shoulder. 

“It was more my doing than the guy 
that hit me,” he said. “He had his head 
down and his arms up, and I ran right 
smack into him, It was a heck of a hit that 
just happened to get up underneath my 
shoulder pads. That was probably the 
worst pain I've ever felt.” 

Upon returning to South Bend, he was 
operated on immediately. The doctors’ 
orders were no weight work for four 
months and no contact during practice 
last spring. 

Pinkett, who thrives on work in prac- 


tice as well as during games, was disap- 
pointed. 

“One thing I wanted to work on,” he 
said, “was my timing with my offensive 
linemen,” two of whom will be new faces, 
replacing center Mike Kelley and guard 
Larry Williams. Both players received 
some All-America notice, but it goes with- 
out saying that Notre Dame expects to 
field equally capable replacements. 

“T have to adjust to the linemen,” Pin- 
kett said. “They can’t adjust to me. Be- 
cause my ankle was all out of order last 
fall, I’d sprint up to the line of scrimmage, 
and that wouldn't do me any good because 
the linemen weren't into their blocks yet.” 

Later, when his ankle was healthy, he 
was able to hold off until the blocks devel- 
oped “and then accelerate through the 
hole,” he explained. “That's one reason I 
had a lot of success at the end of the sea- 
son.” 

The prognosis was that he would have a 
full recovery from the shoulder separa- 
tion. 

“It was just a minor setback,” he said. 
“That’s why I wasn’t crying the blues. 
Some guys have it happen three or four 
times in a career.” Pinkett pointed out 
that possible Heisman rival Jackson had 
the same problem last fall and returned to 
help Auburn late in the season. 

Nonetheless, there was mild medical 
concern in South Bend last spring, what 
with Pinkett on the mend and junior quar- 
terback Steve Beuerlein undergoing 
shoulder surgery. Even Faust had his 
knee scoped. 

Last fall, though, when the Irish were 
losing, Faust was still under the media mi- 
croscope, four seasons after he had 
jumped directly from high school legend 
to Knute Rockne’s old job. And this sea- 
son, Faust’s last in a five-year contract, 
could be tougher if the Irish falter. 

But Pinkett, who has always defended 
his coach by saying ‘‘he doesn’t put on 
shoulder pads,” believes the media hub- 
bub about Faust’s job security is over- 
blown. 

“I really didn’t realize it was the last 
year of Coach Faust’s contract until an in- 
terview I had last winter,” he said. “I don’t 
think that’s the way the team is approach- 
ing the season, that it’s do or die. 

“And I don’t really think Coach Faust 
fears that his job might be at stake. The 
thing he’s concerned about is winning, 
and that’s what we're concerned about, 
not whether it’s his last year.” 

Still, whether the motivation is to save 
Faust’s job, win one for the Gipper or win 
one for your own personal pride, the 
pressure will be there. Notre Dame at- 
tracts national attention whether it wins 
or loses, and too much of the latter is 
what has caused many Irish fans to vent 
their anger on Faust. 

“When we win, we're on cloud nine,” 
Pinkett said, “but when we lose, we re- 
ceive criticism from California, New 
York, Florida, all sides. It just converges 
on us. But we all realized it would be like 
this when we signed our names on the 
scholarships.” 

As a captain this season, Pinkett wants 
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to exhibit the leadership shown by last 
season’s senior captains when the team 
was down and critics were calling for 
Faust’s resignation. And although the up- 
coming schedule has the same potential 
pitfalls of last year’s early disasters, Pin- 
kett remains optimistic and confident. 

“My goal? I'll make no bones about it. A 
national championship,” he said, breaking 
into a boyish chuckle at his lofty hopes. 
“I've felt for four years that we had the 
talent and the potential to win the nation- 
al championship. Three out of those four 
years it hasn’t worked out our way. I 
guess you could say I've got one last hur- 
rah.” 

After that, Pinkett is looking forward to 
a pro career. Heisman status might di- 
minish some concern about his size, but 
he’s not looking too far ahead, either. 

“I don’t want to think about anything 
like that right now,” he said. “My main 
concern and my main priorities rest with 
this university right now. I just want to 
have a nice little senior season. 

“But I guess that an underlying or bot- 
tom-line reason for playing the sport is, 
I'd like to take care of my folks some day, 
to pay them back for all the things they've 
given me. 

“That sounds really goody two-shoes, I 
don’t mean it to sound like that. But to 
please them gives me a lot of gratifica- 
tion.” 

Pinkett’s parents, who even got to at- 
tend the Aloha Bowl thanks to a local 
fund-raising effort, are understandably 
proud of Allen. “He's always been a little 
mature in certain things,” Maggie Pinkett 
said. “He always knew what he wanted to 
do.” 

One thing Pinkett hasn't set his heart 
on, though, is the Heisman Trophy. Maybe 
he realizes it's too precarious a goal, per- 
haps something even more out of his con- 
trol than a national championship. Even 
though six Notre Dame players have won 
it, more than any other university, it has 
been 21 years since John Huarte brought 
such glory to South Bend, following in the 
footsteps of Angelo Bertelli (1943), Johnny 
Lujack (1947), Leon Hart (1949), John 
Lattner (1953) and Paul Hornung (1956). 

“Allen really doesn’t talk about it too 
much,” his mother said. “But he said he 
would love to win it, and I would love for 
him to win it, too, because he has worked 
so hard.” 

Faust, for one, doesn't think Pinkett has 
the Heisman on his mind. 

“We'd all like to see him win it,” the 
coach said, “but I think we'd like to see 
the team do well first. And if the team 
does well, he'd benefit from it, as far as 
his chances are concerned. I think it’s 
something he'd like to win, but I think 
there are more important things as far as 
he’s concerned. He’s such an unselfish 
person.” 

Said Pinkett: “I just want to take things 
one step at a time. My main and only con- 
cern is my senior season, because if I do 
well, then everything will take care of it- 
self.” @ 


Herb Gould covers Notre Dame football for the 
Chicago Sun-Times. 
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By ERNIE PALLADINO 


n a warm spring day as the 
Or statues of Patton and Ei- 

senhower stood a silent vigil over 
the cadets of West Point, the events of De- 
cember 1 came alive in Doug Black’s 
mind. More than three months had passed 
since the 1984 Army-Navy game at Phila- 
delphia’s Veterans Stadium, but Black still 
could see every opening, those gargantu- 
an holes the Army line blew through the 
Navy defense with alarming regularity. 

He still could hear the crowd roar as he 
riddled the hated Middies for 155 yards. 
He still heard the thunder of 73,180 pairs 
of hands after his next-to-last carry, a 39- 
yard romp up the middle that established 
a single-season Army rushing record of 
1,148 yards. He still relished the memory 
of the Cadets’ 28-11 victory, their first over 
Navy since 1977. 

“That was the most fun I ever had ina 
game,” said Black, a bullnecked, red- 
cropped Texan. “It sticks out so much be- 
cause it capped the season. Oh, the Cher- 
ry Bowl was a nice way to end it, but Navy 
was so intense from start to finish.” 

In that single game, Black and the 
Cadets vindicated the U.S. Military Acade- 
my for 11 years of bad football. And they 
had substantiated every ideal the acade- 
my stands for: perseverance, fortitude, 
and most of all, beat Navy! 

Everything the academy taught the 
Cadets through their daily regimen came 
out in that game. There is plenty. But dis- 
cipline ranks high on the list, because if 
West Point represents anything, it repre- 
sents discipline. From morning wakeup at 
6:30 a.m. through four morning class peri- 
ods, lunch, two afternoon classes, extra- 
curricular activities, nighttime studying 
and, finally, lights out at 12:30 a.m., disci- 
pline stands as the one constant in a 
cadet’s life. 

The disciplined Army team proceeded 
to Pontiac, Mich., for the inaugural Cher- 
ry Bowl, where the Cadets beat Michigan 
State, 10-6, in their first bowl-game ap- 
pearance ever. But as Black implied, that 
victory merely iced an already rich cake. 
So much so that Black doesn’t even count 
the Cherry Bow! among his top 10 experi- 
ences. He had done much more last sea- 
son than help produce an 8-3-1 winner. 
He’d proven that he could play major-col- 
lege football. 

It was a huge achievement for the 
walk-on fullback, whom no one—least of 
all his coaches—thought had any business 
trying to earn a spot on the roster. Just 
two years before, an entire coaching staff 
had driven him from the Michie Stadium 
carpet to the intramural fields. 

His comeback, his struggle to make it in 
college football, became the stuff of which 
West Point legends are made. He not only 
survived the rigors of daily cadet life, but 
he also overcame the doubts of others and 
proved his detractors wrong. 

In 1982, when Black showed up at prac- 
tice as a freshman walk-on, Ed Cavan- 
augh was the Army coach. A year would 
pass before Jim Young would arrive and 
start to turn a dismal Army program into 


a wishbone power. 

Black, a 6-foot, 183-pound line- 
backer/fullback from Salado, Tex., had a 
notion to play football for the Black 
Knights. His father, a retired lieutenant 
colonel, had graduated from the academy 
in 1955, and Black aspired to follow him. 

Getting into the school proved to be an 
easier task than gaining the coaching 
staff’s attention. Black never got past the 
preseason screening process, a three-day 
period in which the staff runs unrecruited 
players through various time tests. 

“We ran a few 20s, and the coaches 
called two dozen of us aside and said we 
weren't cut out for college football,” Black 
recalled. “We never got to the 40s.” 

Too slow for a fullback and too small 
for a linebacker was the official word. 

Bob Caslen, a former Army center and 
Black’s future benefactor, coordinated the 
offense under Cavanaugh and never saw 
the prospective linebacker that day. He 
did explain, however, how Black could be 
overlooked. 

“At the time, Doug wasn’t aggressive 
enough or fast enough to play,” Caslen 
said. “He just wasn’t able to impress any- 
body over a three-day period. But the 
mind and body grow so fast, and Doug 
matured and made the right sacrifices. 
He’s one of those guys who had to go 
through that quantum leap from fresh- 
man to junior year.” 

Despondent over his dashed dreams, 
Black retreated to his barracks and fired 
off an angry letter to his mother. It never 
reached her because, in his fury, he mis- 
takenly addressed the letter to himself. 
He laughs about it now. 

“T never mailed it again,” he said, his 
face breaking into a toothy, boyish grin. 
“It wouldn’t have done anything except 
upset my mom.” 

Black instead took to the intramural 
gridiron, where he made the rest of the 
corps pay for Cavanaugh’s “oversight.” 
Caslen also was Black’s tactical officer, 
overseeing his daily routine, and the cap- 
tain had ample chance to observe Black’s 
intramural exploits. The plebe’s hard- 
nosed approach to the game impressed 
him most. 

“I saw that Doug was in a league by 
himself out there,” Caslen said. “He just 
ran over everybody.” 

Young took over the next season, and 
Caslen alerted him about Black, whom he 
called “the toughest cadet in the compa- 
ny.” The season had already started, so 
there was little Young could do except in- 
vite the player to an open tryout in the 
spring. By then, Black also had an 8-0 in- 
tramural boxing tournament record 
under his belt, and Young was immedi- 
ately interested. 

“The story’s always been written that I 
was impressed because of his intramural 
football accomplishments,” Young said. 
“That’s not true. I wasn’t aware of the in- 
tramural leagues because we're practic- 
ing while they’re playing. It was mostly 
because of his boxing.” 

Young wanted to install the wishbone, 
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Doug Black, who leads 
the double life of cadet 
and football player- 
deluxe, has a uniform 
for every occasion. 
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Doug Black came out of nowhere to impress Army’s football coaches 
and grab the spotlight as the fullback in the Cadets’ powerful rush- 
ing offense. 


and with Auburn’s predominantly running 
wishbone in mind, he knew he'd need a 
tough fullback to key it. He took a chance 
on Black, placing him No. 8 on the eight- 
man fullback depth chart. 

Now up to 210 pounds, Black progressed 
up the ladder from the first day of prac- 
tice. The mild-mannered kid Cavanaugh’s 
staff turned away now was hurting people. 
They couldn’t stop him. 

By the Black-and-Gold intrasquad game 
that May, Black had risen to No. 2 full- 
back, something that surprised even him. 

“Of course I wanted to start all along,” 
Black said, ‘‘but I never expected to. 
Spring happened so fast. I was just trying 
to get up to the B team, the third string. I 
figured I'd get some playing time that 
way. But by the Black-and-Gold game, I 
was running some first string. Then I 
knew I'd start.” 

Although he now calls it a “senseless 
sport,” boxing prepared Black for his full- 
back duties, which became his to lose 
after the spring intrasquad game. The 
physical pounding and constant pressure 
were not unlike the beatings he would 
take as he ran the ball up the middle, 
never once straying outside his tackles’ 
shoulders. 

“Boxing toughened me mentally,” said 
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Black, a student in the mathematics of op- 
erations research with a 3.45 grade-point 
average. “Any time you get in the ring 
with someone who wants to knock your 
head off, it toughens you and teaches you 
how to handle pressure.” 

But then, that is the name of the game 
at West Point. From plebe year to gradua- 
tion, pressure and adversity become as 
much a part of cadet life as the spit-shined 
shoes and crew cuts. Upperclassmen 
make life miserable for plebes with con- 
stant hazing. Basic training is sometimes 
intolerable, but even that often seems like 
a cakewalk compared to the school’s aca- 
demic demands. The words “leeway” and 
“slack” don't appear in the West Point 
dictionary. In its 183-year history, no one 
has ever been said to have slid through 
the academy. 

For all of Black’s gridiron accomplish- 
ments, the only privilege he receives is 
freedom from mess formation, and that’s 
because the team schedules meetings at 
those times. Players eat a full 20 minutes 
before the rest of the 4,400-cadet corps 
files into the mess hall. 

Lunch can be enlightening to those who 
are uninitiated in the ways of academy 
life. It is the epitome of West Point disci- 
pline. At 12:20 every day, the entire corps 
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convenes in front of the doors leading to 
cavernous, flag-festooned Washington 
Hall. Entrance begins on command, and 
cadets flood the portals and walkways 
until every one of them stands at an as- 
signed seat. Squad leaders report atten- 
dance to their superiors, and the corps 
then sits as one. The whole process takes 
10 minutes. It is not a madhouse. 

That Black and his teammates miss this 
exercise rankles some cadets. 

“The system here humbles you,” said 
Black, a three-year dean’s list student. 
“You could go out and break every school 
record and still have a guy coming 
through your room telling you it’s not 
clean enough and if you don’t clean it, it’s 
seven demerits. It’s a pain sometimes. 

“Some guys are resentful of the few 
things we do get, like missing lunch and 
after-dinner formation. And sometimes 
the plebes are resentful of the plebes on 
the team because they don’t get hazed. 
Hey, they’re our teammates. Once you're 
on a team, you’re an equal. And you work 
hard for your teammates. But a lot of guys 
don’t see that. They just see what we’re 
getting out of it.” 

Cadets simply must endure certain ritu- 
als such as plebe hazing. Black had to an- 
swer the upperclassmen's questions, sit 
erect at meals and serve lunch. There’s 
no way around it, although Black would 
have found one if it had existed. 

He tried. 

“T spent a lot of time trying to get above 
the system,” he said. “I couldn’t do it. You 
just have to put up with it.” 

Black has crossed to the other side now. 
As a squad leader in charge of three 
rooms adjacent to his own, he’s the guy 
handing out the demerits, although he 
does so reluctantly. 

“I’m a pretty easy guy,” he said. “I'll 
make sure they keep a clean room, but 
academics and sports are more important 
to me than a clean bed. Some guys put a 
lot of emphasis on the room, but to me 
that’s just one of the things we do here. 
You have to do it, but you have to do 
everything else, too.” 

Everything else constitutes the basis of 
one’s existence at the U.S. Military Acade- 
my. And once again, the key word is disci- 
pline. Regimentation. Everything gets 
done by the book and on time. 

Take the classroom, for instance. Capt. 
Michael Cannon’s history class, in this 
case. An easygoing teacher, Cannon 
added a jovial touch throughout a recent 
hourlong session, interjecting wry com- 
ments about World War II movies into his 
commentary about the causes of the Pa- 
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cific war. To an outsider, though, Cannon 
left no doubt as to who commanded this 
outfit. 

“Class, tennnnnnn-hut!”’ barked the 
cadet seated in the corner of the 14-man 
semicircle. Cannon returned thé salute 
and class began. 

Well, almost. First the cadets took their 
writs, or daily pop quizzes in civilian lan- 
guage, which differs from the militaristic 
jargon used at other times. These writs 
count for approximately one-fifth of the 
final grade. Major exams, special projects 
and class participation constitute the rest 
of it. 

Cannon gave his class 10 minutes to 
complete the writ, in this case a map of 
Asia on which the students had to identify 
important countries and cities. Cannon 
decided he’d be a nice guy that afternoon 
—he didn’t grade the test. 

Instead, he proceeded with the lesson, 
closely following a predetermined sylla- 
bus that had been given to every student 
at the beginning of the semester. 

“Every cadet gets one in every class,” 
Cannon explained. “It guides them. Some 
of them never use it and they do fine. 
Others can’t make it through without it.” 

The syllabus becomes an invaluable 
tool for football players because it allows 
them to either work ahead or make up for 
missed classes. Players get clearance for 
weekend travel, but every bit of work 
must be made up. 

And everyone, intercollegiate player or 
not, must project a 2.0 g.p.a. on a 4.0 sys- 
tem to graduate. Black seems to have no 
problem with that. 

“T've got three football players this se- 
mester,” Cannon said, “and Black has the 
highest grade average. He’s amazingly in- 
telligent for a football player. 

“Why he’d want to go out and bang 
heads is beyond me,” he added, laughing. 

Subjecting oneself to the West Point 
lifestyle is beyond the comprehension of 
most people, especially students at civil- 
ian universities who call their own shots. 
If they want to sleep through class, fine. If 
they want to spend their afternoons 
watching “Love Boat” reruns, no prob- 
lem. If they want to party seven nights a 
week and flunk out of school, that’s their 
business. 

Not so at West Point. 

Black awakens at 6:30 a.m. and heads to 
7 a.m. breakfast. Then it’s off to class until 
lunch, after which he heads for an after- 
noon class and a free hour before football 
practice. 

Not all cadets get that last period free, 
though, so for them the stroll to Michie 
Stadium becomes more of a mad dash, 
and even then they’re bound to show up a 


couple of minutes late. Of course, should a 
makeup lab pop up, the lab takes prece- 
dence over football practice. 

All cadets participate in some kind of 
sport—it’s mandatory—and that takes 
place between 3:30 and 6 p.m. Dinner lasts 
a whole 30 minutes, and study and extra- 
curricular activities take up the rest of the 
evening. Taps is blown at 11:30, and the 
lights go out an hour later. 

That gives Black and his comrades six 
hours of shut-eye, usually a sufficient 
amount. But sometimes a guy oversleeps. 
That's when he gets to “walk the area.” 

“Yeah, I’ve done that three times since 
I’ve been here,” Black said. “I try to keep 
it down to once a year.” 

Walking the area is West Point’s way of 
telling a cadet, “You screwed up, son.” It 
punishes such heinous crimes as over- 
sleeping, missing formation and cutting 
classes. Cadets walk a strip of land, gun 
on shoulder, eyes straight ahead, in tours 
of four to eight hours. Oh, yes, they do this 
on their own time. 

Cheating draws a more severe punish- 
ment, often expulsion. The cadets’ Code of 
Honor is one of the strictest imaginable, 
and its takers adhere to it religiously. 

All this discipline produces an individ- 
ual who will do just about anything asked 
of him—and that goes for football players, 
too. 

“The major difference between an 
Army player and those of other schools is 
what’s expected of him off the field,” 
Young said. “Most places, practice is the 
most intense period of the day. Here, 
cadets have to put out tremendous mental 
energy throughout the day. 

“Because of that, we don’t get the 
greater national talent here, but we have 
greater people who can come closer to 
completely fulfilling their potential. Some- 
times that counterbalances a lack of 
speed or quickness.” 

It enabled Army to run an effective 
wishbone. The key to the wishbone, a dis- 
ciplined offense, rests with everyone 


doing his job, including the backs blocking 


their men. 

Sports Information Director Bob Kin- 
ney recalled a comment made early last 
season by Auburn Coach Pat Dye. 

“After the Tennessee game (a 24-24 
tie),” Kinney said, “Dye called our offen- 
sive coordinator, Charlie Taaffe, and said 
he’d never seen the wishbone run as well 
by anybody. And then he said, ‘And how 
do you get your backs to block?’ Hey, up 
here you just tell them. Order them to 
block that filing cabinet and they'll do 
that, too.” 

It was partly because of Black’s block- 
ing that quarterback Nate Sassaman was 
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able to rush for 1,002 yards, a tremendous 
accomplishment for a quarterback. 

“T like the contact part,” said Black, 
who made several jarring blocks against 
Navy to spring Sassaman for important 
gains. “It’s just as satisfying to make a big 
block that no one sees but springs a guy 
for a touchdown as it is to make a big 
run.” 

Conversely, Black could not have 
achieved his rushing total had it not been 
for the threat presented by Sassaman. 
The positions complement each other. 
Without the inside threat, Young said you 
can't gain yards outside, and vice versa. 

Black did his part by consistently 
churning up the middle for large chucks 
of yardage. He started the season with a 
124-yard effort in a 41-15 romp over Col- 
gate and followed that with 120- and 126- 
yard performances against Tennessee 
and Duke, respectively, making him the 
first Army back since 1954 to string to- 
gether three consecutive 100-yard games. 
He rambled for a season-high 183 yards 
against Montana and finished with 155 
yards against Navy. He fell just short of 
the century mark in runaway victories 
over Harvard and Pennsylvania. 

Black’s work against Colgate was cru- 
cial to his season-long success, Young 
said. 

“That was a key game because it estab- 
lished him as our main runner,” he ex- 
plained. “Nobody knew him then. It got 
him off to a great start.” 

Included in Black’s statistics that day 
was a 37-yard burst up the middle for 
Army’s first touchdown. 

“That will always stick out in my 
mind,” Black said. “I was so amazed I was 
out in the open and scoring. What a great 
feeling.” 

Black would amaze others during the 
season, most notably Young. 

“T’d never had anybody come out of the 
blue like him before,” said Young, who re- 
built programs at Arizona and Purdue for 
nine years before calling it quits for a 
year. “I had Mike Augustyniak at Purdue, 
and he eventually played with the Jets. 
They were similar in some ways, but Mike 
was already there playing. He just didn’t 
have a scholarship. Doug’s unique in 
every other way.” 

One other characteristic emerged as 
the season wore on: Black was durable. 
He could take beating after beating and 
still get up. Sassaman, as gutsy as he was, 
cracked three ribs against Syracuse and 
missed a major part of the Air Force 
game. Defensive back Mike Tease fell for 
the season against Syracuse. Assorted 
linemen were helped off the field in other 
games. 


A football star at Ary is afforded few privileges. 


ip 


familiar with thé mar ane rounds"a and academie 


By the time he leaves West Point, the athlete isas facilities as he is with the locker room. 


Black, though, rose from every pileup 
and enabled Army to continue its march 
toward only its second winning season 
since 1972. He set a school record for car- 
ries with 264, no small feat considering his 
role as the runner who must repeatedly 
plow through the most bruising portion of 
the defensive line. 

“T've never had an injury problem,” he 
said. “I was always taught to be tough, 
and I’ve always despised people who 
make something big out of a small injury 
just to miss practice. I’m proud of the fact 
that I play with pain and don’t get in- 
jured.” 

For all his grit and determination, 
Black will not have a shot at professional 
football. A five-year hitch in the U.S. Army 
awaits. Even without that obstacle, his 
coach believes he probably would not 
make it in a pro backfield. 

“No, I don’t really see him as a pro,” 
Young said. “I think he’s someone who fits 
into our situation and offense well, but the 
pros don’t run the wishbone. He’d have to 
be a little quicker to make it there.” 

Even Black takes a realistic approach 
to that subject. 

“T could probably play pro ball, but I’ve 
got five years in the Army to do after 
this,” he said. “It’s tough to get back in 


shape after that. I think I'll play this year 
and that'll be it for me. 

“I’ve got a lot of options open to me 
now. I'm getting an excellent education 
that’s preparing me for a lot of fields. 
Sure, there’s a lot of pressure, a lot of bur- 
den, but it’s worth it.” 

Caslen, now assigned to Picatinny Arse- 
nal in New Jersey, believes Black will 
make a tremendous officer if he chooses 
the Army career route. 

“He'll be a better officer than most be- 
cause he’s overcome a lot more odds than 
the recruited player,” Caslen said. “The 
price he’s paid and the lessons he’s learn- 
ed will help him.” 

The captain also figures Black will 
excel in his new role as team leader. The 
role is especially important in 1985 be- 
cause for the first time in years, the 
pressure is on the Cadets. Having won big 
last year, they will surprise no one this 
time around. Western Michigan, a new- 
comer to the schedule, was expected to 
attend the Black-and-Gold game for an 
advance look. Notre Dame reappears on 
the schedule after a year’s absence. 

Sassaman, a vocal and inspirational 
leader, has graduated, and it will be up to 
Black to become more of a rah-rah type. 
That role has caused him problems in the 


past. 

“Doug's a quiet kid,” Caslen said. “If his 
officers had anything negative to say 
about him, it was that he had to open up 
more. That’s it, though. That boy’s got 
more courage and drive than most of us. 
As an officer, if I had to go to war with 
anyone in my company, Doug would be 
the one I'd go with.” 

Black has a few shootouts to settle on 
the gridiron before he gets down to real 
fighting. Last year was fun, he said, but 
it’s time to look ahead. 

“The record’s something I'll always 
look back on,” the unlikely star said. “I’d 
use that as an example for anybody to 
keep his goals in mind. Do that and you 
can do just about anything. 

“But I won't be satisfied until next year 
is over. It’s always better when you're 
hungry, when you're looking ahead to 
new experiences. 

“Looking back is fun, but only for a 
while.” 

For now, Army fans can look ahead to 
another year of Black powering through 
the middle of opposing defenses before an 
even greater power—Uncle Sam—lays 
claim to his talents. Hi 


Ernie Palladino is a sportswriter for the Gannett 
Westchester-Rockland Newspapers. 
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AUBURN | 


Don't play Let’s-Build-2-Backfield with Pat Dye. The veteran Auburn coach is a master at the game. 

In his latest floor plan, he started with Bo Jackson, threw in Brent Fullwood for good measure and then topped off his creation with Collis Campbell, Tommie 
Agee and Reggie Ware. That backfield, enough to make any coach drool, gives Dye the proper ammunition to go gunning for a national championship. 

Jackson and Fullwood are the big-play men. Jackson (left), who missed six 1984 games with a separated shoulder, is one of the top running backs in the country 
and a legitimate Heisman Trophy candidate. Fullwood emerged in Jackson's absence and led the 1984 Tigers in rushing, followed closely by Campbell. Agee and 
Ware are top-notch fullbacks who will fight for playing time. 


But the talent doesn't stop there. An excellent defensive line, a strong receiving corps and an improving offensive line are factors that combine to make Auburn 
a solid No. 1 preseason pick by a panel from this magazine. i 

Tackles Gerald Williams (above) and Nate Hill, end Gerald Robinson, noseguard Harold Hallman and linebacker Ben McCurdy (below left, No. 52) should combine 
to make the Tiger defense one of the best in the country. The secondary, led by Arthur Johnson, is solid if not spectacular. The biggest question concerns 
quarterback, where Pat Washington started last season. Washington will be pressed by Bobby Walden and Jeff Burger in a battle that could well decide Auburn's 
chances in the national picture. The winner of that battle will have good receivers, headed by sophomore Freddy Weygand. i> 

Thé Tigers just missed in their quest for No. 1 two years ago, finishing behind Miami (Florida) and 
» Nebraska in the final polls. Their 1984 hopes were dashed early by losses to Miami and Texas in 

» their first two games. But the 1985 picture looks promising. The talent is good, expecta. 


tions ty high and the schedule is a little softer. The War Eagle (below right) is ready 
to fly. 


OKLAHOMA 


If a team can be measured by its defense, then the Sooners are ready to challenge the world. 
Oklahoma was an awesomeedefensive machine in 1984 and the Sooners return eight starters plus 
former All-America end Kevin Murphy, who was redshirted last season because of a foot injury. Joining 
Murphy on the defensive line are noseguard Tony Casillas, one of the best linemen in the country, and 
end Darrell Reed while Brian Bosworth (below top) is an All-America candidate at linebacker. Offensive 
standouts include running backs Spencer Tillman (below bottom) and Lydell Carr, guard Eric Pope, 
tight end Keith Jackson and split end Derrick Shepard. The biggest question will be Oklahoma Coach 
Barry Switzer’s ability to find a solid replacement for graduated quarterback Danny Bradley. 


IOWA 


The Hawkeyes hit the skids last season when Chuck Long (below top), one of 
the best quarterbacks in the country, and running back Ronnie Harmon (below 
bottom), a Heisman Trophy candidate, went down with injuries. But both are ready 
to go in '85 and the Hawkeyes should follow suit. Complementing Long and Harmon 
on an explosive offense are wide receiver Bill Happel, tackles Herb Wester and 
Mike Haight and fullback David Hudson. Defensively, lowa is bolstered by the return 
of a pair of All-Americas, linebacker Larry Station and safety Devon Mitchell. 
Linebacker George Davis, noseguard Jeff Drost, end Richard Pryor and cornerback 
Nate Creer are the keys for Hayden Fry's defense. 


SMU 

If you like teams with excessive talent at the skill positions, 
then take a ride with the Mustangs. Halfback Reggie Dupard 
(below bottom) is the man who makes things happen and quar- 
terback Don King (below top) is a dangerous trigger man. Wide 
receiver Ron Morris and tight end Albert Reese are top-flight 
receivers while Jeff Atkins provides depth at the tailback slot. 
The defense is anchored by one of the best secondaries in the 
country, featuring safety Keith Brooks. 


OHIO STATE 


How do you rebuild an offensive line that lost 
three All-Big Ten selections? How do you replace 
quarterback Mike Tomezak? If Buckeyes Coach 
Earle Bruce can find those answers, Ohio State 
could challenge for national honors. Heading the 
Buckeyes cast are Keith Byars, a devastating run- 
ning back and one of the leading Heisman Trophy 
candidates, and linebackers Chris Spielman (below 
top) and Thomas Johnson (below bottom). 
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6 Louisiana State 
| Notre Dame 
8 iinis 

§ Southern Cal 
10 Nebraska 
11 South Carolina 
12 lori 
1 3 Maryland . 
14 Arkansas 
15 Penn State 
16 Alabama 


TT Florida State 
18 Washington 
199 srighan Young 
20 Oklahoma State 


WIDE RECEIVERS 


Class 


Senior 
Soph. 

Senior 
Junior 
Senior 
Junior 
Junior 
Senior 
Junior 
Soph. 

Senior 


Lew Barnes 
Cris Carter 
Glen Kozlowski 
Kelvin Martin ... 
Tim McGee 


Ron Morris 
Terrance Roulhac.... 
Mike Sherrard 
James Shibest 
Freddy Weygand 
David Williams 


TIGHT ENDS 


Class 


Senior 
Senior 


6-03 241 
6-04 227 
6-02 212 


Arnold Franklin 
Carl Hilton 
Willie Smith 


OFFENSIVE LINEMEN 


Class 


Junior 
Senior 
Junior 
Junior 
Senior 
Senior 
Senior 
Senior 
Senior 
Senior 
Senior 
Senior 
Junior 


Jeff Bregel 
Gene Chilton ... 
John Clay 
John Davis 


Keith Johnson .... 
Brian Jozwiak 
Jim Juriga 

John Maarleveld 
Steve Reese 

Tim Scannell... 
Steve Wallace 


Class 


Soph. 

Senior 
Senior 
Senior 
Senior 
Junior 
Senior 
Senior 
Senior 
Senior 


Kerwin Bell 
Robbie Bosco.. 
Jim Everett 
Chuck Long 
Brian McClure. 
John Paye 
Tony Robinson 
Mark Rypien.... 
Jack Trudeau 


Wot. Class 


Senior 
Senior 
Senior 
Junior 
Senior: 
Junior 
Junior 
Soph. 
Soph. 
Senior 
Junior 
Senior 
Senior 
Senior 
Senior 
Senior 
Junior 
Senior 
Soph. 
Junior 


‘Keith Byars 
Doug Black 
Kenneth Davis. 
D.J. Dozier 
Reggie Dupard 
Doug DuBose 
Rick Fenney 
Kerry Goode.... 
Gaston Green 


Alonzo Highsmith.... 
Dalton Hilliard 

Bo Jackson 
Rueben Mayes 
Napoleon McCallum 
Allen Pinkett 

Kerry Porter 

Troy Stradford 
Thurman Thomas.... 
Spencer Tillman 


Junior 
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Preseason 
1985 Division I-A All-America Checklist 


College 


Oregon 

Ohio State 
Brigham Young 
Boston College 
Tennessee 
SMU 

Clemson 
UCLA 
Arkansas 
Auburn 

Illinois 


College 


North Carolina 
Houston 
Miami ( Fla.) 


College 


Southern Cal 
Texas 
Missouri 
Georgia Tech 
Virginia 
Georgia 
West Virginia 
Illinois 
Maryland 
Clemson 
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What Price Glory? 


Yellow Jackets 
Are Struggling 
With Tradition 


By THOMAS STINSON 


t was another halftime of another 
Hl bowl game at the end of yet another 

glowing football season at Georgia 
Tech. And, as usual, Tech was leading, 
doing enough in its typically shrewd way 
to stay ahead of Texas Tech, 9-7. The year 
was 1965 and the site was the Gator Bowl 
in Jacksonville, Fla. The Georgia Tech 
aura still was powerful, conjuring visions 
of swarming Yellow Jackets and evoking 
an ageless image of clean, hard, inge- 
nious, smash-mouth football. 

Bobby Lee Dodd, Tech’s head coach 
and the man who won so often that snake- 
bit opposing fans took to calling him 
“Bobby God,” stood up to give his final 
instructions. “Alright men, we gotta go 
back on the field,” he said. “We're only 
down, 9-7. If we... .” 

“Coach Dodd!” came a slow drawl from 
aside. It was Tonto Coleman, Dodd’s long- 
time assistant. 

“Not now, Tonto,” Dodd said, refocus- 
ing his thoughts on the problem at hand. 
“Now, we're behind but if we play smart, 
if we can just keep our poise... .” 

“Coach Dodd!” 

“Wait a minute, Tonto. If we play 
smart, we can go out there and win this 
game. Now, what is it, Tonto?” 

“Coach Dodd!” Coleman said, finally 
breaking through in slow-spoken urgency. 
“We're not behind 9-7. We’re ahead 9-7.” 

Dodd’s eyes darted around the room, 
looking for Buck Endell, Tech’s trainer 
and Dodd’s faithful guide. “Buck! Buck! 
Where's Buck?” 

“Right here, coach,” came a voice from 
the back. 

“What's the score, Buck?” 

“It’s 9-7. We're ahead, coach.” 

Dodd turned, started clapping his hands 
and shouted in his most inspirational 
voice, “Let's go get ‘em, men.” 

In the light of Tech’s tall and proud her- 
itage, that was all he needed to say. Tech 
did go get 'em. Always. It didn’t matter 
who the Rambling Wreck was playing or 
under what circumstances. It didn’t even 
matter if the coach forgot the score. 

Tech went on to win that Gator Bowl 
game, 31-21. That was nothing less than 
what coaches and players had come to 
expect. Not even the great Georgia Tech 
teams could win every game, but the boys 
always went out and got ’em. And usually 
they were victorious. Winning breeds win- 
ning; call it cultivated habit. From 1904, 
when John Heisman came to work in At- 
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i. . “ 
Quarterback John Dewberry, a transfer from Georgia, is one of 
the reasons Georgia Tech Coach Bill Curry is optimistic about a 
return to past glory. 


lanta, through the halcyon autumns of Bill 
Alexander and up until Dodd left the field 
for the final time in 1966, the Yellow Jack- 
ets won an extraordinary 67 percent of 
the time. 

“Tis better to be scorned than pitied,” 
Heisman often said. And so it was. 

A visitor cannot enter Tech’s new pala- 
tial Arthur B. Edge Center, the home for 
all the school’s athletic offices, without 
being stared down by history. Adjacent to 
the main entrance are three huge bronze 
plaques bearing the larger-than-life-size 
heads of Heisman (102-29-7), Alexander 
(134-95-15) and Dodd (165-64-8). And if they 
appear to be glaring scornfully at the 
daily passings, well, they would be justi- 
fied. This once-proud institute has been 
searching desperately for its lost football 
heritage. 

Since the departure of Heisman, Alex- 
ander and Dodd, the first three full-time 
coaches in Georgia Tech history, the Yel- 
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low Jackets have compiled a 90-104-5 rec- 
ord over 18 years. Grant Field, the same 
historic lowland stadium where the vol- 
umes of past glories were authored, is 
only half-filled on home-game Saturdays, 
unless a geographic rival can bring an 
extra 20,000 followers to town. While the 
University of Georgia (two hours to the 
east in Athens, Ga.) and Clemson (three 
hours to the north in Clemson, S.C.) have 
captured the area football fancy by win- 
ning recent national championships (1980 
and 1981, respectively), Tech’s program 
has grown moribund, stewing in its own 
funk with such inglorious records as 1-9-1 
and 1-10. 

There is no denying that progress is 
being made. In 1984, the Yellow Jackets, 
during a 6-4-1 season, defeated Alabama, 
Clemson and Georgia in the same season 
for the first time since 1962. Bill Curry, 
who is starting his sixth season at Tech 
and was a sophomore on that '62 team, 


Pepper Rodgers (above), a 
former Yellow Jacket quar- 
terback, brought color and 
controversy to Georgia 
Tech in the late 1970s. 


watched his 1984 squad jump off to a 3-0 
start and rise to a No. 12 Associated Press 
national ranking. But alas, the Yellow 
Jackets suffered through an 0-3-1 October 
and crashed back to earth. 

For a short time, however, some almost 
forgotten memories of past glories were 
revived, the days of the Golden Tornado, 
when a whole town, a whole State, a 
whole country was talking Tech. And as 
the 1985 season approaches, Georgia 
Tech, along with Virginia, has high hopes 
of toppling the traditional power structure 
of the Atlantic Coast Conference. 

“Every year is important,” Curry said 
in the spring, “but this season is particu- 
larly crucial.” 

That same impulse apparently stirred 
within Tech’s administration in 1904 
when, trying to start a bona fide football 
program, it hired Heisman away from 
Clemson, offering $2,250 and 30 percent of 
the gate. Heisman spent 15 years at Tech, 
his longest stint anywhere in a 37-year 
college coaching career. And while the 
little actor and football innovator general- 
ly is given credit for developing every- 
thing in the game short of the Flak Jack- 
et, it is undeniable his most productive 
and historical time was spent at Tech. 

Heisman was a colorful character, 
small in stature, who was forced to give 
up his hopes for a law career in the late 
1800s because of failing eyesight. He 
turned to coaching and the legend grew 
swiftly. 


Each fall, the bespectacled Heisman, 
holding a football, would face his eager 
recruits. “What is it?” he would ask rheto- 
rically. “A prolate spheroid, an elongated 
sphere—in which the outer leathern cas- 
ing is drawn tightly over a somewhat 
smaller rubber tubing.” Then, after a 
melodramatic pause, he would say in 
muted tones, “Better to have died as a 
small boy than to fumble this football.” 

Heisman, always adept at making a 
point, won the hearts of Atlanta fans. 

He produced a national championship 
team in 1917 when Tech, then known as 
the Golden Tornado, went 9-0 with an av- 
erage winning margin of 52.7 points. He 
produced All-Americas the likes of Ever- 
ett (Strup) Strupper and Walter (Big Six) 
Carpenter. By 1919, Heisman had estab- 
lished a well-publicized program when the 
game itself was on the rise. It didn’t hurt 
when, out of the blue, a fight song about 
“A Ramblin’ Wreck from Georgia Tech” 
became a national hit. Neither did it hurt 
that Georgia Tech had annihilated an out- 
manned Cumberland team 222-0 in 1916. 

But despite his rising fortunes and the 
school’s growing national reputation, 
Heisman left in 1919, ostensibly under the 
terms of a divorce. Alexander, a member 
of his staff and a math teacher, took over 
with a mandate to take Tech football na- 
tionwide. Alexander took his first step to- 
ward that goal when he arranged with 
good friend Knute Rockne, then coach at 
Notre Dame, for the Yellow Jackets and 


Coaching legends John 
Heisman (left) and Bobby 
Dodd (above) helped mold 
the Georgia Tech tradition 
of football excellence. 


Irish to meet on a yearly basis. That ar- 
rangement was good for national expo- 
sure, but hard on the win-loss record. 
Even though Tech lost seven of eight 
games to Notre Dame during Rockne’s 
glory days, the Yellow Jackets still 
averaged just over two defeats a year and 
gained valuable exposure. 

Rockne once said, “Bill gets more out of 
nothing than any coach in America.” 

By the early 1920s, Alexander was tak- 
ing his Tech teams to New York City to 
play Penn State, to Pittsburgh to play 
against the storied Jock Sutherland 
teams, to Annapolis to play Navy, to Tu- 
lane and to the Cotton Bowl, Sugar Bowl 
and Orange Bowl in successive years 
(1943-45). Alexander, in fact, was the first 
coach to take teams to the four major 
bowls. 

Tech won the 1929 Rose Bowl (8-7) de- 
spite Roy (Wrong Way) Riegels’ crazy run 
toward the Georgia Tech goal line and 
some 100,000 fans danced on Peachtree 
Street to welcome home the team. Foot- 
ball was in the middle of its Golden Age 
and the Tech name was in the middle of 
football. 

Finally in 1945, Alexander returned 
from an Orange Bowl victory over Tulsa 
and announced his retirement. As Alexan- 
der had come from within, so too would 
come Dodd, a 14-year Alexander assistant 
who in the next 22 seasons would win 
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more games (165), compile more winning 
seasons (18) and play in more bowls (13) 
than any other Tech coach. 

Twice Dodd teams went undefeated, 
but the national championship eluded his 
grasp. 

Tech's 1952 team, with linebacker 
George Morris and a squat sophomore 
quarterback named Pepper Rodgers, 
went 12-0 but lost out in the national polls 
to Notre Dame. Tech's 1951 team had fin- 
ished 11-0-1, 

Dodd’s 1950s teams became his legend. 
Usually smaller than their opponents, his 
players relied on speed and opportunism. 
During practices, they often played vol- 
leyball. But smart and just a little cocky, 
Tech would win sneaky on Saturdays, 
leaving the opposition unbruised and won- 
dering. Many of those opponents called it 
“The Dodd Luck,” but Alabama Coach 
Paul (Bear) Bryant knew better. 

“Nobody else in the world can coach 
like Dodd and win,” he said. 

By the 1960s, the “Tech Man" was a 
solid athletic image. Atlanta had no pro- 
fessional teams, save for the Class AAA 
Atlanta Crackers baseball team, and they 
interfered little with the Yellow Jackets’ 
status as the most publicized team in the 
South. Over in Athens, Georgia was suffer- 
ing through a dry spell in the 1950s and 
early '60s so Tech had little competition 
as the state’s top sports entity. 

“We weren't as physically talented as 
other teams as far as hard-nosed play,” 
said Kim King, Dodd’s last quarterback 
and a 1967 graduate. “But skillwise, we 
were probably equal to if not better than 
most teams we played. If we played smart 
—which to Coach Dodd's thinking was 
don’t do anything wild or reckless, punt on 
third down, play good defense, don't give 
up the big plays—then sooner or later, 
we'd give ourselves a chance to win every 
game.” 

In 1966, after 22 successful years, Dodd 
stepped down to take the athletic direc- 
tor’s chair. It soon turned into a hotseat. 

Problem No. 1 was the search for a suc- 
cessor. Looking within, Dodd finally set- 
tled on Bud Carson. Two other potential 
choices refused the job because they al- 
ready had committed their services else- 
where. Jim Carlen had left the year be- 
fore to go to West Virginia. Frank 
Broyles, a former Dodd assistant, would 
not return from Arkansas. 

Under Carson, the Jackets immediately 
slumped to three straight 4-6 seasons. Not 
since 1950 had a Georgia Tech team suf- 
fered through a losing campaign. Carson 
toyed with old images. He changed the 
team’s jerseys from the traditional gold to 
a mustard yellow. He repainted the gold 
helmets white. He announced that Lenny 
Snow, an All-America halfback he inherit- 
ed from Dodd, should change his style if 
he was going to reach his potential. 

Soon, the Tech faithful was grumbling. 
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Despite an excellent 9-3 team in 1970 be- 
hind defensive tackle Rock Perdoni and 
defensive end Smylie Gebhart, Carson 
was fired one season later after posting 
one winning campaign in five years. 

Other events were changing the face of 
Southern football. 

With the acceptance of the black ath- 
lete, the game, the recruiting and the ath- 
letic structure changed. Tech’s academic 
tradition, once a keystone in recruiting, 
became an obstruction. Dodd had seen it 
coming and later listed it as a reason for 
his retirement. “The Tech Man” image 
gradually was becoming extinct. 

While other schools sought to improve 
facilities and change with the times, Tech 
remained in the same rooms and build 
ings that were good enough for Heisman 
and Alexander. And after withdrawing 
from the Southeastern Conference in 1964, 
Tech found its life of independence less 
than thrilling without a championship to 
contend for. 

When Carson was fired, Dodd turned to 
Bill Fulcher, a former Yellow Jacket 
guard who said he’d always thought he’d 
come back to take the Tech head coach- 
ing job. He lasted two years before retir- 
ing to go into private business in 1973 with 
a 12-10-1 record. Some of the faithful still 
believe that he was the one that got away. 

By this time, Dodd and the Georgia 
Tech administration felt that the school 
needed a rallying point, a new coach to 
pull together a scattered alumni, to resur- 
rect the Tech banner. Why not a memora- 
ble name, one of Dodd’s “Tech Men.” 
Enter Pepper Rodgers. 

“They made the mistake of not hiring 
me 15 years ago, when I was in my mid- 
20s and knew everything,” Rodgers said 
then. “I told Coach Dodd they were 15 
years late in making the decision. As we 
grow older, we realize we don’t know it 
all.” 

Typically brash but never boring, 
Rodgers took over in 1974 and installed 
the wishbone offense. Rodgers was color- 
ful and outspoken, offering his views on 
anything from game strategy to the plight 
of wayward American youth. It was dur- 
ing Rodgers’ stay at Georgia Tech that 
Dodd was replaced as athletic director by 
Doug Weaver, a former Rodgers assistant 
coach at Kansas. Dodd, so long a fixture, 
suddenly was gone amid alumni feelings 
that he had been forced away from his old 
school. 

On the field, Rodgers hired aerobics in- 
structors (in leotards) to lead calisthenics. 
Off the field, he’d go to a formal banquet 
and not wear socks. He wore his hair in a 
curly perm. He rode a motorcycle. Not 
exactly the most liberal group in America 
to start with, Tech’s alumni cringed. 

As the program treaded water on the 
field and public opinion swelled, the ad- 
ministration divided on Rodgers’ liberal 
lifestyle and the athletic board, faced with 
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the aggravation and a series of mediocre 
football teams to boot, decided to act. 
After six years and a 34-31-2 record, 
Rodgers was fired. Enraged, he sued Tech 
for $400,000 in additional fringe benefits 
off his contract, a contract that Tech still 
was honoring. Rodgers eventually recov- 
ered an additional $100,000 in an embar- 
rassment to Tech officials. 

The tradition, the old pride, had 
reached rock bottom. 

Bill Curry—right, another “Tech Man” 
—came in, followed shortly by a new ath- 
letic director, former North Carolina A.D. 
Homer Rice. High in pedigree, Curry, a 
former All-Pro center with the Baltimore 
Colts, had played for several of the finest 
coaches in football history: Vince Lom- 
bardi during two years with the Packers, 
and Don Shula with the Colts. He also la- 
bored under the direction of such assis- 
tants as Red Miller and Chuck Noll. But 
during Curry’s first four seasons at Tech, 
it became apparent that very little of that 
mystique had rubbed off. 

Curry himself was skeptical about this 
step in his life. “We'll know in a few 
years,” Curry said in August of 1980 before 
his first practice. “If recruiting with integ- 
rity, with an eye on the right kind of guys, 
and working them hard and making them 
realize the values of a good education, if 
this will not fly, 1 do not want to coach. I'll 
coach Pop Warner (little-league foot- 
ball).” 

There were many during those first 
four years who questioned whether he 
would even be good at that level. 

Curry had had one year of college 
coaching experience (as a Rodgers assis- 
tant in 1976) and three as a line coach for 
the Green Bay Packers under Bart Starr. 
And, unversed in the administrative end 
of college coaching, that inexperience 
showed in both his management tech- 
niques and practice routines. Curry crept 
through the first two years. The lone high- 
light of the 1980 season was a 3-3 tie with 
then top-ranked Notre Dame and from 
there, Tech won only one more game— 
the next season's opener over Alabama— 
in the next 14 tries. 

Recruiting was down and public inter- 
est was dwindling. The facilities—ancient 
locker rooms, an open-air weight room, a 
closet-sized dining hall—were among the 
worst in the country. Before playing at 
Grant Field in 1979, Bear Bryant sup- 
posedly wouldn't allow his team in the vis- 
itors’ dressing room until his managers 
disinfected it. 

But the program's pendulum began to 
swing back the other way with comple- 
tion of the $7-million Edge Center, which 
houses new locker rooms and training 
and weight areas. It is generally consid- 
ered a state-of-the-art facility in college 
athletics. 


Continued 


Junior tailback Howard Petty, who rushed for __Virginia’s Atlantic Coast Conference title aspi- 
811 yards in 1984, is a major reason behind rations. 
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Spearheaded by Rice, recruiting took 
an immediate upswing with the opening 
of the facility in 1982. Its third floor houses 
the Hearn Academic Center, which in- 
cludes the latest in computerized academ- 
ic aids and a spacious area for study and 
tutoring. This feature is well used. All 
Tech students must take, among other 
things, calculus and physics. 

Alumni financial backing, never before 
solicited or organized, was properly han- 
dled under Rice's eye and the entire pro- 
gram picked up speed. Slowly, recruiting, 
the lynchpin to Tech’s resurgence, fell in 
tow. 

There were two major breakthroughs. 
Curry was 6-5 in 1982, proving that indeed 
the Jackets could be competitive while 
playing a schedule that included the best 
of the Southeastern Conference (Ala- 
bama, Tennessee, Auburn and Georgia). 
One year later, Tech became eligible to 
compete for the Atlantic Coast Confer- 
ence championship, throwing off the final 
mask of independence. 


This is not to say that better players 
swarmed to Georgia Tech. Robert La- 
vette, a talback who came in 1981 and 
broke 19 school rushing records, stood for 


three years as the most visible of the 
team's few legitimate stars. There still 
were doubters throughout the state, curi- 
ous about Tech and Curry’s future. But by 
being selective in recruits, with the new 
facilities and a brighter future, the school 
gradually broke through. 

“People couldn't understand it,” said 
junior tackle John Davis, a former fresh- 
man All-America who was considered a 
prize in the Southeast recruiting game 
three years ago. “They'd all ask me why I 
wanted to go to Tech, to someplace where 
they lose all the time. I’d tell them Tech’s 
been down a few years and I want to bea 
part of a program that’s going to rebuild 
them. They'd just laugh in my face.” 

Just as gradually, Curry’s staff has fall- 
en into line. In 1982 came offensive coor- 
dinator Dwain Painter, a former head 
coach at Northeast Arizona and a former 
assistant at San Jose State, UCLA and 
Brigham Young, where he helped develop 
pro quarterback Gifford Nielsen. He took 
John Dewberry, a weak-armed transfer 
from Georgia two seasons ago, and mold- 
ed him into an All-ACC quarterback last 
fall. 

Don Lindsey, a former Southern Cal 
and Arkansas assistant who is respected 
as one of the top defensive coaches in the 
nation, took the position of defensive coor- 
dinator last year and, subsequently, Tech 
led the ACC in three defensive categories 
—total defense, scoring defense and rush- 
ing defense. Both units meshed for the 
first time last season and, had it not been 
for two long pass plays, one by Virginia 
and the other by Tennessee, the Jackets 
might have won eight games for the first 
time in 13 years. 


A year of experience should 
help Virginia’s Don Maj- 
kowski develop into a top- 
notch quarterback. 


Whether Tech is over the hump is yet to 
be determined. Curry predicted the Jack- 
ets would win the ACC last fall in their 
second year of championship eligibility 
and the team finished in a fourth-place 
tie. The Jackets enjoyed an excellent re- 
cruiting year, ranking as high as 12th na- 
tionally on one list. But Curry admits he 
still is catching on to this game. 

“I learned the most last year out of any 
year,” he said. “We were in the game. 
You're not going to learn a whole lot 
when you're out of the game by halftime. 
. . . [just got put in some (coaching) situa- 
tions a lot more than I ever have before 
and I really learned a lot.” 

There remains an uneasy feeling 
among Tech followers and school offi- 
cials. Even after the 3-0 start and a na- 
tional ranking last October, when interest 
should have been peaking, only about 
30,000 showed up the following week at 
Grant Field to see Tech lose to N.C. State. 

But maybe a little more time and a few 
more victories can change that. 

“When I got here,” said Dewberry, the 
senior quarterback, “the attitude was still 
that a win was just a hopeful thing instead 
of an expected thing. When you're going 
that way, you'll sit around in the fourth 
quarter waiting for someone basically to 
lose the ball game. 
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“I look around now and believe some- 
body is going to do it, someone’s going to 
try and win.” 

Whatever may transpire this autumn, 
be sure the ghosts of glory past are right 
there, watching over Dewberry’s shoul- 
der. 


CONFERENCE 
PREVIEW 


By DOUG DOUGHTY 


Before the arrival of George Welsh in 
1982, Virginia’s football program was syn- 
onomous with futility. In 28 years as mem- 
bers of the Atlantic Coast Conference, the 
Cavaliers had never played in a bowl 
game, never been ranked in the Top 20, 
never finished higher than third in the 
league and rarely seen any of their 
coaches being approached for another 
job. 

None of that changed over the next two 
years under Welsh. But last season, Vir- 
ginia’s Scott Stadium emerged as the un- 
likely setting for a November 24 ACC title 
showdown between the Cavaliers and 
Maryland. 

The Terrapins defeated the Cavs, 45-34, 
but it was evident that Virginia’s days as a 
pushover had ended. Immediately after 
the game, the Cavs received an invitation 
to the Peach Bowl, even though Welsh 
once had scoffed at the possibility. 

After the Cavs finished with a 6-5 rec- 
ord in 1983, Welsh said his only goal was 
for another six-win season, which would 
have given Virginia back-to-back winning 
records for the first time since 1951-52. 
The Cavs could start talking about a bowl 
game, he said, “when I think we're good 
enough.” 

The Cavaliers caught their coach by 
surprise, finishing at 8-2-2 after a 27-24 
Peach Bowl victory over Purdue. That 
win capped a season in which Virginia 
didn’t lose for 24 months following a 55-0 
drubbing by Clemson in the season open- 
er. 

The Cavaliers should be strong again 
this year, returning the nucleus of an of- 
fense that, if the Clemson game is ig- 
nored, averaged 29.8 points and 411.6 
yards per game last year. Heading the re- 
turnees is 6-foot-5, 290-pound senior tackle 
Jim Dombrowski, a second-team All- 
America selection. He and guard Jim 
Huddleston anchor a strong line. 

The Cavaliers also boast sophomore 
flanker John Ford, last season’s ACC 
Rookie of the Year. Ford, who has excep- 
tional speed, caught 19 passes for 545 
yards and seven touchdowns. 

Junior Don Majkowski established him- 
self as the No. 1 quarterback after becom- 
ing the regular starter midway through 
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last season. He improved as the year went 
on and should be a big plus for the Cavs in 
"85. 

Fueling Virginia's ground attack is jun- 
ior tailback Howard Petty, who rushed for 
811 yards and eight touchdowns a year 
ago. 

“T think I know what our offense looks 
like, but I don’t know about our defense,” 
Welsh said. “I’d rather have it the other 
way around.” 

The Cavaliers must replace seven de- 
fensive starters, including ACC intercep- 
tions leader Ray Daly, All-ACC safety Les- 
ter Lyles and all-conference linemen Ron 
Mattes and David Bond. 

Senior linebackers Charles McDaniel 
and Russ Swan patrol the strongest por- 
tion of the defense. 

One of the leading candidates to re- 
place Lyles is freshman Lenwood Lump- 
kins, one of five Cavalier signees to be 
named to The Sporting News’ Top 100 Re- 
cruits list. No previous Virginia signee 
ever had made the list before. 

Although Welsh was mentioned in con- 
nection with several jobs, including one— 
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Fullback Rick Badanjek is 
a key cog in Maryland’s 
high-powered offensive 
machine. 


Notre Dame—that wasn’t vacant, the 
rumors apparently didn’t hurt recruiting. 
Welsh was rewarded with a 10-year con- 
tract, the first five years (and possibly 
more) as coach. 

“Looking at the recent history of col- 
lege football, if you don’t show progress 
by the third year, you're in trouble,” 
Welsh said. “Oh, I would have been all 
right, but recruiting would have been a 
problem.” 

Virginia now faces the problem of 
heightened expectations. 

“T don’t expect to be 10-1,” Welsh said. 
“T don’t think anybody expects to be 10-1 
nowadays. If you win eight or nine games 
anymore, I| think that’s a really good 
benchmark.” 

The ACC is so strong—at least on paper 
—that the Cavaliers may be hard-pressed 
to make the first division. In addition to 
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Maryland, Clemson and North Carolina— 
who have combined to win 10 of the last 
11 league championships—Georgia Tech 
ranks as a pennant contender. 

Coach Bill Curry thought the Rambling 
Wreck had a great chance to win the title 
in 1984, although his remarks were mis- 
interpreted in some quarters. Curry based 
his statement on Clemson's ineligibility 
and Maryland’s absence from the Georgia 
Tech schedule. 

“Last year was the easiest opportunity 
we'll ever have,” Curry said. “We blew 
our big chance, and it’s nobody's fault but 
my own. We got out of the gate extremely 
well, then had a real dry run. I felt I 
should have done a better job of motiva- 
tion.” - 

The Yellow Jackets stunned Clemson 
and Alabama in the first three weeks, 
went 1-4-1 over the next six games, then 
closed with victories over Wake Forest 
and an upset at Georgia to finish at 6-4-1. 

“We were consistent in some areas,” 
Curry said, “but as far as tenacity and ab- 


Continued 


Pepper Rodgers (above), a 
former Yellow Jacket quar- 
terback, brought color and 
controversy to Georgia 
Tech in the late 1970s. 


watched his 1984 squad jump off to a 3-0 
start and rise to a No. 12 Associated Press 
national ranking. But alas, the Yellow 
Jackets suffered through an 0-3-1 October 
and crashed back to earth. 

For a short time, however, some almost 
forgotten memories of past glories were 
revived, the days of the Golden Tornado, 
when a whole town, a whole state, a 
whole country was talking Tech. And as 
the 1985 season approaches, Georgia 
Tech, along with Virginia, has high hopes 
of toppling the traditional power structure 
of the Atlantic Coast Conference. 

“Every year is important,” Curry said 
in the spring, “but this season is particu- 
larly crucial.” 

That same impulse apparently stirred 
within Tech’s administration in 1904 
when, trying to start a bona fide football 
program, it hired Heisman away from 
Clemson, offering $2,250 and 30 percent of 
the gate. Heisman spent 15 years at Tech, 
his longest stint anywhere in a 37-year 
college coaching career. And while the 
little actor and football innovator general- 
ly is given credit for developing every- 
thing in the game short of the Flak Jack- 
et, it is undeniable his most productive 
and historical time was spent at Tech. 

Heisman was a colorful character, 
small in stature, who was forced to give 
up his hopes for a law career in the late 
1800s because of failing eyesight. He 
turned to coaching and the legend grew 
swiftly. 


Each fall, the bespectacled Heisman, 
holding a football, would face his eager 
recruits. “What is it?” he would ask rheto- 
rically. “A prolate spheroid, an elongated 
sphere—in which the outer leathern cas- 
ing is drawn tightly over a somewhat 
smaller rubber tubing.”’ Then, after a 
melodramatic pause, he would say in 
muted tones, “Better to have died as a 
small boy than to fumble this football.” 

Heisman, always adept at making a 
point, won the hearts of Atlanta fans. 

He produced a national championship 
team in 1917 when Tech, then known as 
the Golden Tornado, went 9-0 with an av- 
erage winning margin of 52.7 points. He 
produced All-Americas the likes of Ever- 
ett (Strup) Strupper and Walter (Big Six) 
Carpenter. By 1919, Heisman had estab- 
lished a well-publicized program when the 
game itself was on the rise. It didn’t hurt 
when, out of the blue, a fight song about 
“A Ramblin’ Wreck from Georgia Tech” 
became a national hit. Neither did it hurt 
that Georgia Tech had annihilated an out- 
manned Cumberland team 222-0 in 1916. 

But despite his rising fortunes and the 
school’s growing national reputation, 
Heisman left in 1919, ostensibly under the 
terms of a divorce. Alexander, a member 
of his staff and a math teacher, took over 
with a mandate to take Tech football na- 
tionwide. Alexander took his first step to- 
ward that goal when he arranged with 
good friend Knute Rockne, then coach at 
Notre Dame, for the Yellow Jackets and 


Coaching legends John 
Heisman (left) and Bobby 
Dodd (above) helped mold 
the Georgia Tech tradition 
of football excellence. 


Irish to meet on a yearly basis. That ar- 
rangement was good for national expo- 
sure, but hard on the win-loss record. 
Even though Tech lost seven of eight 
games to Notre Dame during Rockne’s 
glory days, the Yellow Jackets still 
averaged just over two defeats a year and 
gained valuable exposure. 

Rockne once said, “Bill gets more out of 
nothing than any coach in America.” 

By the early 1920s, Alexander was tak- 
ing his Tech teams to New York City to 
play Penn State, to Pittsburgh to play 
against the storied Jock Sutherland 
teams, to Annapolis to play Navy, to Tu- 
lane and to the Cotton Bowl, Sugar Bowl 
and Orange Bowl in successive years 
(1943-45). Alexander, in fact, was the first 
coach to take teams to the four major 
bowls. 

Tech won the 1929 Rose Bowl (8-7) de- 
spite Roy (Wrong Way) Riegels’ crazy run 
toward the Georgia Tech goal line and 
some 100,000 fans danced on Peachtree 
Street to welcome home the team. Foot- 
ball was in the middle of its Golden Age 
and the Tech name was in the middle of 
football. 

Finally in 1945, Alexander returned 
from an Orange Bowl victory over Tulsa 
and announced his retirement. As Alexan- 
der had come from within, so too would 
come Dodd, a 14-year Alexander assistant 
who in the next 22 seasons would win 
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more games (165), compile more winning 
seasons (18) and play in more bowls (13) 
than any other Tech coach. 

Twice Dodd teams went undefeated, 
but the national championship eluded his 
grasp. 

Tech's 1952 team, with linebacker 
George Morris and a squat sophomore 
quarterback named Pepper Rodgers, 
went 12-0 but lost out in the national polls 
to Notre Dame. Tech’s 195] team had fin- 
ished 11-0-1. 

Dodd’s 1950s teams became his legend. 
Usually smaller than their opponents, his 
players relied on speed and opportunism. 
During practices, they often played vol- 
leyball. But smart and just a little cocky, 
Tech would win sneaky on Saturdays, 
leaving the opposition unbruised and won- 
dering. Many of those opponents called it 
“The Dodd Luck,” but Alabama Coach 
Paul (Bear) Bryant knew better. 

“Nobody else in the world can coach 
like Dodd and win,” he said. 

By the 1960s, the “Tech Man” was a 
solid athletic image. Atlanta had no pro- 
fessional teams, save for the Class AAA 
Atlanta Crackers baseball team, and they 
interfered little with the Yellow Jackets’ 
Status as the most publicized team in the 
South. Over in Athens, Georgia was suffer- 
ing through a dry spell in the 1950s and 
early ‘60s so Tech had little competition 
as the state’s top sports entity. 

“We weren't as physically talented as 
other teams as far as hard-nosed play,” 
said Kim King, Dodd’s last quarterback 
and a 1967 graduate. “But skillwise, we 
were probably equal to if not better than 
most teams we played. If we played smart 
—which to Coach Dodd’s thinking was 
don’t do anything wild or reckless, punt on 
third down, play good defense, don’t give 
up the big plays—then sooner or later, 
we'd give ourselves a chance to win every 
game.” 

In 1966, after 22 successful years, Dodd 
stepped down to take the athletic direc- 
tor’s chair. It soon turned into a hotseat. 

Problem No. | was the search for a suc- 
cessor, Looking within, Dodd finally set- 
tled on Bud Carson. Two other potential 
choices refused the job because they al- 
ready had committed their services else- 
where. Jim Carlen had left the year be- 
fore to go to West Virginia. Frank 
Broyles, a former Dodd assistant, would 
not return from Arkansas. 

Under Carson, the Jackets immediately 
slumped to three straight 4-6 seasons. Not 
since 1950 had a Georgia Tech team suf- 
fered through a losing campaign. Carson 
toyed with old images. He changed the 
team’s jerseys from the traditional gold to 
a mustard yellow. He repainted the gold 
helmets white. He announced that Lenny 
Snow, an All-America halfback he inherit- 
ed from Dodd, should change his style if 
he was going to reach his potential. 

Soon, the Tech faithful was grumbling. 


Despite an excellent 9-3 team in 1970 be- 
hind defensive tackle Rock Perdoni and 
defensive end Smylie Gebhart, Carson 
was fired one season later after posting 
one winning campaign in five years. 

Other events were changing the face of 
Southern football. 

With the acceptance of the black ath- 
lete, the game, the recruiting and the ath- 
letic structure changed. Tech’s academic 
tradition, once a keystone in recruiting, 
became an obstruction. Dodd had seen it 
coming and later listed it as a reason for 
his retirement. “The Tech Man” image 
gradually was becoming extinct. 

While other schools sought to improve 
facilities and change with the times, Tech 
remained in the same rooms and build- 
ings that were good enough for Heisman 
and Alexander. And after withdrawing 
from the Southeastern Conference in 1964, 
Tech found its life of independence less 
than thrilling without a championship to 
contend for. 

When Carson was fired, Dodd turned to 
Bill Fulcher, a former Yellow Jacket 
guard who said he'd always thought he’d 
come back to take the Tech head coach- 
ing job. He lasted two years before retir- 
ing to go into private business in 1973 with 
a 12-10-1 record. Some of the faithful still 
believe that he was the one that got away. 

By this time, Dodd and the Georgia 
Tech administration felt that the school 
needed a rallying point, a new coach to 
pull together a scattered alumni, to resur- 
rect the Tech banner. Why not a memora- 
ble name, one of Dodd’s “Tech Men.” 
Enter Pepper Rodgers. 

“They made the mistake of not hiring 
me 15 years ago, when I was in my mid- 
20s and knew everything,” Rodgers said 
then. “I told Coach Dodd they were 15 
years late in making the decision. As we 
grow older, we realize we don’t know it 
all.” 

Typically brash but never boring, 
Rodgers took over in 1974 and installed 
the wishbone offense. Rodgers was color- 
ful and outspoken, offering his views on 
anything from game strategy to the plight 
of wayward American youth. It was dur- 
ing Rodgers’ stay at Georgia Tech that 
Dodd was replaced as athletic director by 
Doug Weaver, a former Rodgers assistant 
coach at Kansas, Dodd, so long a fixture, 
suddenly was gone amid alumni feelings 
that he had been forced away from his old 
school. 

On the field, Rodgers hired aerobics in- 
structors (in leotards) to lead calisthenics. 
Off the field, he’d go to a formal banquet 
and not wear socks. He wore his hair in a 
curly perm. He rode a motorcycle. Not 
exactly the most liberal group in America 
to start with, Tech’s alumni cringed. 

As the program treaded water on the 
field and public opinion swelled, the ad- 
ministration divided on Rodgers’ liberal 
lifestyle and the athletic board, faced with 
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the aggravation and a series of mediocre 
football teams to boot, decided to act. 
After six years and a 34-31-2 record, 
Rodgers was fired. Enraged, he sued Tech 
for $400,000 in additional fringe benefits 
off his contract, a contract that Tech still 
was honoring. Rodgers eventually recov- 
ered an additional $100,000 in an embar- 
rassment to Tech officials. 

The tradition, the old pride, had 
reached rock bottom. 

Bill Curry—right, another “Tech Man” 
—came in, followed shortly by a new ath- 
letic director, former North Carolina A.D. 
Homer Rice. High in pedigree, Curry, a 
former All-Pro center with the Baltimore 
Colts, had played for several of the finest 
coaches in football history: Vince Lom- 
bardi during two years with the Packers, 
and Don Shula with the Colts. He also la- 
bored under the direction of such assis- 
tants as Red Miller and Chuck Noll. But 
during Curry’s first four seasons at Tech, 
it became apparent that very little of that 
mystique had rubbed off. 

Curry himself was skeptical about this 
step in his life. ‘‘We’ll know in a few 
years,” Curry said in August of 1980 before 
his first practice. “If recruiting with integ- 
rity, with an eye on the right kind of guys, 
and working them hard and making them 
realize the values of a good education, if 
this will not fly, 1 do not want to coach. I'll 
coach Pop Warner (little-league foot- 
ball).” 

There were many during those first 
four years who questioned whether he 
would even be good at that level. 

Curry had had one year of college 
coaching experience (as a Rodgers assis- 
tant in 1976) and three as a line coach for 
the Green Bay Packers under Bart Starr. 
And, unversed in the administrative end 
of college coaching, that inexperience 
showed in both his management tech- 
niques and practice routines. Curry crept 
through the first two years. The lone high- 
light of the 1980 season was a 3-3 tie with 
then top-ranked Notre Dame and from 
there, Tech won only one more game— 
the next season’s opener over Alabama— 
in the next 14 tries. 

Recruiting was down and public inter- 
est was dwindling. The facilities—ancient 
locker rooms, an open-air weight room, a 
closet-sized dining hall—were among the 
worst in the country. Before playing at 
Grant Field in 1979, Bear Bryant sup- 
posedly wouldn't allow his team in the vis- 
itors’ dressing room until his managers 
disinfected it. 

But the program’s pendulum began to 
swing back the other way with comple- 
tion of the $7-million Edge Center, which 
houses new locker rooms and training 
and weight areas. It is generally consid- 
ered a state-of-the-art facility in college 
athletics. 
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Junior tailback Howard Petty, who rushed for Virginia’s Atlantic Coast Conference title aspi- 
811 yards in 1984, is a major reason behind rations. 
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Spearheaded by Rice, recruiting took 
an immediate upswing with the opening 
of the facility in 1982. Its third floor houses 
the Hearn Academic Center, which in- 
cludes the latest in computerized academ- 
ic aids and a spacious area for study and 
tutoring. This feature is well used. All 
Tech students must take, among other 
things, calculus and physics. 

Alumni financial backing, never before 
solicited or organized, was properly han- 
dled under Rice's eye and the entire pro- 
gram picked up speed. Slowly, recruiting, 
the lynchpin to Tech’s resurgence, fell in 
tow. 

There were two major breakthroughs. 
Curry was 6-5 in 1982, proving that indeed 
the Jackets could be competitive while 
playing a schedule that included the best 
of the Southeastern Conference (Ala- 
bama, Tennessee, Auburn and Georgia). 
One year later, Tech became eligible to 
compete for the Atlantic Coast Confer- 
ence championship, throwing off the final 
mask of independence. 


This is not to say that better players 
swarmed to Georgia Tech. Robert La- 
vette, a tailback who came in 1981 and 
broke 19 school rushing records, stood for 


three years as the most visible of the 
team's few legitimate stars. There still 
were doubters throughout the state, curi- 
ous about Tech and Curry’s future. But by 
being selective in recruits, with the new 
facilities and a brighter future, the school 
gradually broke through. 

“People couldn't understand it,” said 
junior tackle John Davis, a former fresh- 
man All-America who was considered a 
prize in the Southeast recruiting game 
three years ago. “They'd all ask me why I 
wanted to go to Tech, to someplace where 
they lose all the time. I’d tell them Tech’s 
been down a few years and I want to be a 
part of a program that’s going to rebuild 
them. They'd just laugh in my face.” 

Just as gradually, Curry’s staff has fall- 
en into line. In 1982 came offensive coor- 
dinator Dwain Painter, a former head 
coach at Northeast Arizona and a former 
assistant at San Jose State, UCLA and 
Brigham Young, where he helped develop 
pro quarterback Gifford Nielsen. He took 
John Dewberry, a weak-armed transfer 
from Georgia two seasons ago, and mold- 
ed him into an All-ACC quarterback last 
fall. 

Don Lindsey, a former Southern Cal 
and Arkansas assistant who is respected 
as one of the top defensive coaches in the 
nation, took the position of defensive coor- 
dinator last year and, subsequently, Tech 
led the ACC in three defensive categories 
—total defense, scoring defense and rush- 
ing defense. Both units meshed for the 
first time last season and, had it not been 
for two long pass plays, one by Virginia 
and the other by Tennessee, the Jackets 
might have won eight games for the first 
time in 13 years. 
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A year of experience should 
help Virginia’s Don Maj- 
kowski develop into a top- 
notch quarterback. 


Whether Tech is over the hump is yet to 
be determined. Curry predicted the Jack- 
ets would win the ACC last fall in their 
second year of championship eligibility 
and the team finished in a fourth-place 
tie. The Jackets enjoyed an excellent re- 
cruiting year, ranking as high as 12th na- 
tionally on one list. But Curry admits he 
still is catching on to this game. 

“T learned the most last year out of any 
year,” he said. “We were in the game. 
You're not going to learn a whole lot 
when you're out of the game by halftime. 
. .- I just got put in some (coaching) situa- 
tions a lot more than I ever have before 
and I really learned a lot.” 

There remains an uneasy feeling 
among Tech followers and school offi- 
cials. Even after the 3-0 start and a na- 
tional ranking last October, when interest 
should have been peaking, only about 
30,000 showed up the following week at 
Grant Field to see Tech lose to N.C. State. 

But maybe a little more time and a few 
more victories can change that. 

“When I got here,” said Dewberry, the 
senior quarterback, “the attitude was still 
that a win was just a hopeful thing instead 
of an expected thing. When you're going 
that way, you'll sit around in the fourth 
quarter waiting for someone basically to 
lose the ball game. 
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“I look around now and believe some- 
body is going to do it, someone’s going to 
try and win.” 

Whatever may transpire this autumn, 
be sure the ghosts of glory past are right 
there, watching over Dewberry’s shoul- 
der. # 


CONFERENCE 
PREVIEW 


By DOUG DOUGHTY 


Before the arrival of George Welsh in 
1982, Virginia’s football program was syn- 
onomous with futility. In 28 years as mem- 
bers of the Atlantic Coast Conference, the 
Cavaliers had never played in a bowl 
game, never been ranked in the Top 20, 
never finished higher than third in the 
league and rarely seen any of their 
coaches being approached for another 
job. 

None of that changed over the next two 
years under Welsh. But last season, Vir- 
ginia’s Scott Stadium emerged as the un- 
likely setting for a November 24 ACC title 
showdown between the Cavaliers and 
Maryland. 

The Terrapins defeated the Cavs, 45-34, 
but it was evident that Virginia's days as a 
pushover had ended. Immediately after 
the game, the Cavs received an invitation 
to the Peach Bowl, even though Welsh 
once had scoffed at the possibility. 

After the Cavs finished with a 6-5 rec- 
ord in 1983, Welsh said his only goal was 
for another six-win season, which would 
have given Virginia back-to-back winning 
records fcr the first time since 1951-52. 
The Cavs could start talking about a bowl 
game, he said, “when I think we’re good 
enough.” 

The Cavaliers caught their coach by 
surprise, finishing at 8-2-2 after a 27-24 
Peach Bowl victory over Purdue. That 
win capped a season in which Virginia 
didn’t lose for 244 months following a 55-0 
drubbing by Clemson in the season open- 
er: 

The Cavaliers should be strong again 
this year, returning the nucleus of an of- 
fense that, if the Clemson game is ig- 
nored, averaged 29.8 points and 411.6 
yards per game last year. Heading the re- 
turnees is 6-foot-5, 290-pound senior tackle 
Jim Dombrowski, a second-team All- 
America selection. He and guard Jim 
Huddleston anchor a strong line. 

The Cavaliers also boast sophomore 
flanker John Ford, last season’s ACC 
Rookie of the Year. Ford, who has excep- 
tional speed, caught 19 passes for 545 
yards and seven touchdowns. 

Junior Don Majkowski established him- 
self as the No. 1 quarterback after becom- 
ing the regular starter midway through 


performance, bad gas mile- 
age, leaks. Theyre all clues to alert 
you that something's wrong. That 
something has to be done. 

That something is Service Alert™ Ser- 
vice Alert is a program sponsored by 
Mighty Auto Parts and the professional 
service technicians that use them. Its 
designed specifically for you and what- 
ever ails your car 

During Service Alert, you'll get high 
quality Mighty Auto parts installed as you 
need them, by a trained, auto service pro- 
fessional. And you'll get it all at special, 


ms Service Alert prices! Plus, at participating 


ain > 
<W “Your car couldbe ™ 
.\ * trying to tell you some- 
thing. Strange noises, Poor 


locations you'll receive a complete under- 
the-hood and safety check-up, FIREE!! 
So, be on the lookout for the symptoms 
of a sick car Then, to keep it all from. 
becoming a real pain in the budget, look 
for the Service Alert signs in your area. 
Drive in and ask about the Service Alert 
special. While youre there, ask cloout the 
free Mighty Service Alert check-up. 
There's no better time than Service Alert 
time to cure what ails your 
car's performance. 


MIGHTY PERFORMS! 
Take it froma Pro. 
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last season. He improved as the year went 
on and should be a big plus for the Cavs in 
"85. 


Fueling Virginia’s ground attack is jun- 
ior tailback Howard Petty, who rushed for 
811 yards and eight touchdowns a year 
ago. 

“T think I know what our offense looks 
like, but I don’t know about our defense,” 
Welsh said. “I’d rather have it the other 
way around.” 

The Cavaliers must replace seven de- 
fensive starters, including ACC intercep- 
tions leader Ray Daly, All-ACC safety Les- 
ter Lyles and all-conference linemen Ron 
Mattes and David Bond. 

Senior linebackers Charles McDaniel 
and Russ Swan patrol the strongest por- 
tion of the defense. 

One of the leading candidates to re- 
place Lyles is freshman Lenwood Lump- 
kins, one of five Cavalier signees to be 
named to The Sporting News’ Top 100 Re- 
cruits list. No previous Virginia signee 
ever had made the list before. 

Although Welsh was mentioned in con- 
nection with several jobs, including one— 
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Fullback Rick Badanjek is 
a key cog in Maryland’s 
high-powered offensive 
machine. 


Notre Dame—that wasn’t vacant, the 
rumors apparently didn’t hurt recruiting. 
Welsh was rewarded with a 10-year con- 
tract, the first five years (and possibly 
more) as coach. 

“Looking at the recent history of col- 
lege football, if you don’t show progress 
by the third year, you’re in trouble,” 
Welsh said. “Oh, I would have been all 
right, but recruiting would have been a 
problem.” 

Virginia now faces the problem of 
heightened expectations. 

“T don’t expect to be 10-1,” Welsh said. 
“T don’t think anybody expects to be 10-1 
nowadays. If you win eight or nine games 
anymore, I| think that’s a really good 
benchmark.” 

The ACC is so strong—at least on paper 
—that the Cavaliers may be hard-pressed 
to make the first division. In addition to 


The Sporting News 1985 College Football Yearbook 


Maryland, Clemson and North Carolina— 
who have combined to win 10 of the last 
11 league championships—Georgia Tech 
ranks as a pennant contender. 

Coach Bill Curry thought the Rambling 
Wreck had a great chance to win the title 
in 1984, although his remarks were mis- 
interpreted in some quarters. Curry based 
his statement on Clemson's ineligibility 
and Maryland’s absence from the Georgia 
Tech schedule. 

“Last year was the easiest opportunity 
we'll ever have,” Curry said. “We blew 
our big chance, and it’s nobody’s fault but 
my own. We got out of the gate extremely 
well, then had a real dry run. I felt I 
should have done a better job of motiva- 
tion.” ; 

The Yellow Jackets stunned Clemson 
and Alabama in the first three weeks, 
went 1-4-1 over the next six games, then 
closed with victories over Wake Forest 
and an upset at Georgia to finish at 6-4-1. 

“We were consistent in some areas,” 
Curry said, “but as far as tenacity and ab- 


Continued 


. Maryland 

. Georgia Tech 

. Virginia 

. Clemson 

. North Carolina 

. Wake Forest 

. North Carolina State 


ONOORWN— 


. Duke 


(Not including players on All-America Checklist) 
MICHAEL PERRY 
Defensive Tackle 


HENRY WALLS 

Linebacker 

JULIUS GRANTHAM 

Tailback 

JOHN DEWBERRY 

Quarterback Georgia Tech 
TED ROOF 

Linebacker Georgia Tech 
RICK BADANJEK 

Fullback Maryland 
ALVIN BLOUNT 

Running Back Maryland 
AL COVINGTON 

Safety Maryland 
FERRELL EDMUNDS 

Tight End Maryland 
TONY EDWARDS 

Offensive Tackle Maryland 
BRUCE MESNER 

Middle Guard Maryland 
TOMMY NEAL 

Running Back Maryland 
C.A. BROOKS 

Offensive Guard North Carolina 
JOE MILINICHIK 

Offensive Tackle North Carolina State 
RAYMOND PHILLIPS 

Defensive Tackle North Carolina State 
JOHN FORD 

Flanker Virginia 
JIM HUDDLESTON 

Offensive Guard Virginia 
CHARLES McDANIEL 

Linebacker Virginia 
GARY BALDINGER 


Defensive End Wake Forest 


TIM MORRISON 


Offensive Tackle Wake Forest 


Duke tailback Julius Grantham. MICHAEL RAMSEUR 


Running Back Wake Forest 
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CLEMSON 


Coach: Danny Ford (52- 15-2, 6 years) 

1984 Record: 7 -4; ineligible in conf. 

Offense: Multiple. Defense: 52. 

Key Losses: Andy Cheatham, OG; K.D. Dunn, 
TE; Joe Ellis, OT; Mike Eppley, QB; Dale 
Hatcher, P; Donald Iqwebuike, K; Reid Ingle, 
OT; William Perry, MG; Reggie Pleasant, CB; 
Ronald Watson, S; Jeff Wells, DE. 

Starters Returning: Offense (4): Stacey Driv- 
er, TB, 5-8/180, Sr.; Kenny Flowers, FB, 6- 
0/2085, Jr.; Steve Reese, G, 6-3/255, Sr.; Ter- 
rance Roulhac, WR, 6-0/185, Jr. Defense (6): 
Steve Berlin, T, 6-5/265, Sr.; Kenny Danforth. 
S, 6-1/190, Sr.; Terence Mack, LB, 6-3/210, 
Jr.; Eldridge Milton, LB, 6-3/220, Sr.; Michael 
Perry, E/T, 6-2/275, Soph.; Henry Walls, LB, 
6-2/215, Jr. 

Key Returnees: Randy Anderson, QB, Soph.; 
Shelton Boyer, SE, Jr.; Henry Carter, FB, 
Soph.; Terrence Flagler, TB, Jr.; Delton Hall, 
CB, Jr.; A.J. Johnson, S, Jr.; Wes Mann, OT, 
Sr.; Dwayne Meadows, DT, Soph.; Rod Quick, 
FB, Jr.; Jim Riggs, TE, Jr.; Keith Williams, LB, 
Jr.; Perry Williams, CB, Jr. 

Top Newcomers: Raymond Chavous, DL 
(RS); Mark Drag, DL (RS); Keith Jennings, 
WR; Tracy Johnson, LB/FB; Richard McCul- 
lough, DL (RS); Dorian Mariable, LB; Matt 
Riggs, DE (RS); Rodney Williams, QB (RS). 


GBUKE 
Coach: Steve Sloan (5-17, 2 years; 60-72-3 
overall, 12 years) 
1984 Record: 2-9; T7th in conf., 1-6. 
Offense: |-formation. Defense: Multiple. 
Key Losses: Joby Branion, DB; Darryl Brunson, 
DB; Gary Frederick, WR; Mark Higginbotham, 
OG; Johnny Hill, DB; Scott Russell, TE. 
Starters Returning: Offense (8): Justin Beck- 
ett, T, 6-3/280, Sr.; Paul Constantino, C, 6- 
2/260, Sr.; Julius Grantham, TB, 6-0/ 185, Jr.; 
Chuck Herring, WR, 6-1/185, Sr.; Mike Hig- 
ginbotham, G, 6-3/270, Sr.; Ted Million, T, 6- 
3/280, Sr.; Steve Slayden, QB, 6-2/185, 
Soph.; Tracy Smith, FB, 5-8/200, Jr. Defense 
(8): David Adams, T, 6-4/245, Sr.; Reggie An- 
drews, T, 6-0/240, Sr.; Nick Buoniconti, LB, 5- 
10/200, Sr.; John El-Masry, E, 6-1/230, Jr.; 
Mike Junkin, LB, 6-4/240, Jr.; Pete Stubbs, 
LB, 6-0/200, Sr.; Harry Ward, E, 6-2/235, Sr.; 
Howard Woods, DB, 5-10/ 182, Sr. 
Key Returnees: Jason Cooper, TE, Soph.; Greg 
Flanagan, WR, Jr. (medical RS); Doug Green, 
WR, Jr. (medical RS); Ken Harper, K, Sr.; 
Stanley Monk, TB, Soph.; Mike Peacock, RB, 
Jr.; Rick Reed, TE, Sr.; Dewayne Terry, CB, 
Soph; Drew Walston, QB, Sr. (underwent 
shoulder surgery in the spring). 
Top Newcomers: Greg Downs, WR; Clarkston 
Hines, WR; Jay Worley, OL. 


GEORGIA TECH 


Coach: Bill Curry (17-36-2, 5 years) 

1984 Record: 6-4-1; 3rd in conf., 3-2-1. 
Offense: Multiple. Defense: Multiple. 

Key Losses: Donnie Chisholm, NG; Keith Glan- 
ton, FB; Tony Kepano, OG; Robert Lavette, TB; 
Ken Whisenhunt, TE. 

Starters Returning: Offense (5): John Davis, 
T, 6-4/292, Jr.; John Dewberry, OB, 6-0/ 194, 
Sr.; John Ivemeyer, T, 6-5/282, Sr.; Gary Lee, 
FL, 6-0/188, Jr.; John Thomas, G, 6-2/251, 
Sr. Defense (9): Jim Anderson, LB, 6- 1/230, 
Sr.; Anthony Harrison, S, 6-0/190, Jr.: Ken 
Parker, E, 6-5/240, Sr.; Cleve Pounds, S, 6- 
1/191, Sr.; Ted Roof, LB, 6- 1/227, Sr.; Regin- 
ald Rutland, CB, 6-2/192, Jr.; Glenn Spencer, 
DT, 6-4,252, Sr.; Pat Swilling, E, 6-4/232, Sr.; 
Mike Travis, CB, 6-0/ 190, Sr. 

Key Returnees: David Bell, K, Jr.; Cory Collier, 
TB, Jr.; Chuck Easley, FB, Jr.; Darrell Gast, QB, 
Soph. (RS/knee); Bug Isom, SE, Soph.; Mal- 
colm King, FB, Soph.; Gary Lee, FL, Jr.; lvery 
Lee, NG, Jr.; Robert Massey, TE, Soph.; Toby 
Pearson, FL, Soph.; Mark Pike, DE, Sr.; Dean 
Weaver, OG/OT, 6-2/261, Soph.; Daryl Wise, 
FL, Sr. 

Top Newcomers: Steve Davenport, RB/WR; 
Darrell Edwards, RB; Mark Pickens, FL (RS); 
John Porter, LB; Tyrone Sorrells, TE (transfer 
from Georgia). 
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Clemson’s Stacey Driver. 


MARYLAND 


Coach: Bobby Ross (25-11, 3 years) 

1984 Record: 8-3; ist in conf., 6-0. 

Offense: Multiple. Defense: Wide Tackle Six. 
Key Losses: Jess Atkinson, K; Kevin Glover, C; 
Greg Hill, WR; Frank Reich, QB; Eric Wilson, 
LB. 

Starters Returning: Offense (8): Rick Badan- 
jek, FB, 5-9/217, Sr.; Alvin Blount, RB, 6- 
0/201, Jr.; Tony Edwards, T, 6-6/270, Sr.; 
Ferrell Edmunds, TE, 6-5/231, Soph.; Eric 
Holder, SE, 5-11/185, Sr.; Jeff Holinka, G, 6- 
3/273, Sr.; Len Lynch, G, 6-3/276, Sr.; John 
Maarleveld, T, 6-5/295, Sr. Defense (9): Ted 
Chapman, T, 6-3/245, Jr.; Al Covington, S, 6- 
0/191, Sr., Keeta Covington, DB, 5-9/ 185, Jr.; 
Kevin Donas, LB/DE, 6-1/213, Jr.; Duane 
Dunham, T, 6-2/245, Soph.; Chuck Faucette, 
LB, 6-2/238, Jr.; Bruce Mesner, MG, 6-6/276, 
Jr.; Neal Sampson, MG, 6-3/262, Jr.; Scott 
Schankweiler, LB/DE, 5-11/219, Sr. 

Key Returnees: Dave Amend, C/DT, Soph.; 
Donald Brown, DB, Sr.; Bobby DePaul, LB, Sr 
(RS/knee); Stan Gelbaugh, QB, Sr.; Dan Hen- 
ning, QB, Soph.; Tommy Neal, RB, Jr.; Rich 
Petitbon, LB, Soph. 

Top Newcomers: Brian Bixler, DL (RS); 
Wayne Brunson, DT (RS); Ben Jefferson, OT 
(RS); Drew Komlo, QB (RS); Shawn McNeil, 
WR; Chad Sydnor, DB (RS). 


NORTH CAROLINA 


Coach: Dick Crum (55-25-2, 7 years) 

1984 Record: 5-5-1, 4th in conf., 3-3-1. 
Offense: Multiple. Defense: Multiple. 

Key Losses: Eddie Colson, FB; Ethan Horton, 
TB; Barry James, DB; Larry James, DB; Brian 
Johnston, C; Micah Moon, LB; Greg Naron, 
OG; Bobby Pope, OT. 

Starters Returning: Offense (6): Kevin Anth- 
ony, QB, 6-2/188, Jr.; Harris Barton, T/C, 6- 
4/261, Jr.; C.A. Brooks, G, 6-4/258, Jr.; Ar- 
nold Franklin, TE, 6-3/241, Sr.; Eric Streater, 
SE, 5-9/153, Soph.; Earl Winfield, FL, 6- 
0/187, Sr. Defense (6): Walter Bailey, CB, 6- 
1/201, Jr.; Reuben Davis, T, 6-3/271, Soph.; 
Tim Goad, T, 6-4/275, Soph.; Noel McEa- 
chern, E, 6-3/220, Soph.; Tim Morrison, S, 6- 
1/187, Sr.; Troy Simmons, LB, 6-1/217, Sr. 
Key Returnees: Tommy Barnhardt, P, Sr.; 
Dennis Barron, DG, Jr.; Ron Burton, DE, Jr.; 
Carl Carr, LB, Sr.; William Humes, TB, Jr.; Eric 
Lewis, WR, Soph.; Brad Lopp, FB, Soph.; 
Kenny Miller, WR/K, Soph.; Dave Truitt, TE, Jr. 
(medical RS). 

Top Newcomers: Richard Applebaum, OT: 
Mike Applewhite, OG; Bill Franklin, DB; Anto- 
nio Goss, DB (RS); Sterling Hayden, DB; 
Creighton Incarminias, DL; Shawn Smith, OT; 
Brad Sullivan, TB (RS); Terry Whisnant, LB; 
Larry Whiteside, WR. 
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NORTH CAROLINA STATE 


Coach: Tom Reed (6-16, 3 years; 40-35-2 
overall, 7 years) 

1984 Record: 3-8; T6th in conf., 1-6. 

Offense: Multiple. Defense: Multiple. 

Key Losses: Jeff Brown, TE; Frank Bush, LB; 
Jeff Byrd, CB; Tim Esposito, QB; Dwayne 
Greene, S; Joe Mcintosh, RB; John McRorie, S; 
A.V. Richards, OT; Ricky Wall, FL. 

Starters Returning: Offense (5): Larry Burt- 
nett, G, 6-4/265, Sr.; Rickey Isom, FB, 6- 
0/225, Sr.; Ron Kosor, C, 6-2/268, Sr.; Joe 
Milinichik, T, 6-5/295, Sr.; Johnny Smith, G, 
6-4/265, Sr. Defense (6): Mark Franklin, LB. 
5- 11/222, Sr.; Nelson Jones, CB, 6- 1/196, Sr.; 
Sandy Kea, T, 6- 1/240, Jr.; Raymond Phillips, 
T, 6-4/245, Sr.; Reggie Singletary, T, 6-3/255, 
Sr.; Pat Teague, LB, 6-2/226, Sr. 

Key Returnees: Ralph Britt, TE, Jr.; Phil Broth- 
ers, FL, Sr.; Michael Bowser, S, Sr.; Mike Cofer, 
K, Sr.; Jeff Gethers, CB, Sr.; Greg Harris, LB, 
Soph.; Don Herron, DE/LB, Sr.; Doug Hinson, 
OT, Jr.; Jeff Hojnacki, C, Soph.; John Inman, 
OG, Jr.; Mack Jones, FL, Jr.; Steve Salley, RB, 
Soph.; Lenny Schultz, OG, Jr.; Mark Smith, OB, 
Jr.; Kent Winstead, DT, Soph.; Nasrallah 
Worthen, FL, Soph. 

Top Newcomers: John Heinle, QB (JUCO); 
Milton Kimbrough, WR (JUCO); Erik Kramer, 
QB (JUCO); Ricky Mouw, QB (JUCO). 


VIRGINIA 


Coach: George Welsh (16-16-2, 3 years; 71- 
62-3 overall, 12 years) 

1984 Record: 7-2-2; 2nd in conf., 3-2-2. 
Offense: Multiple. Defense: 52. 

Key Losses: David Bond, NG; Ray Daly, CB; 
Tom Kilgannon, DT; Lester Lyles, S; Ron 
Mattes, DT; Nick Merrick, SE; Steve Morse, FB; 
Bob Olderman, OG; Bob Sweeney. S. 
Starters Returning: Offense (6): Jim Dom- 
browski, T, 6-5/290, Sr.; John Ford, FL, 6- 
2/187, Soph.; Harold Garren, C, 6-3/236, Sr.; 
Don Majkowski, QB, 6-2/201, Jr.; Howard 
Petty, TB, 6- 1/204, Jr.; Paul Sierocinski G, 6- 
6/266, Soph. Defense (4): Scott Hillman, E, 
6-3/225, Sr.; Charles McDaniel, LB, 6-3/230, 
Sr.; Sean Scott, E, 6-2/193, Soph.; Russ Swan, 
LB, 6-4/226, Sr. 

Key Returnees: Mike Battle, OG, Jr.; Scott 
Chapin, OL, Sr.; Kevin Ferguson, S/P, Jr.; 
Kevin Gould, S, Jr.; Jim Huddleston, OG, Sr. 
(RS); Ryan Jackson, CB, Soph.; Steve Kar- 
riker, OG, Sr.; Scott Lageman, LB, Sr.; Scott 
Matheson, DT, Sr.; Jon Muha, WR, Sr.; Rayotis, 
Perkins, DT, Jr.; Malcolm Pittman, WR, Sr.; 
Antonio Rice, FB, Sr.; Kenny Stadlin, K, Sr.; 
Scott Urch, NG, Jr.; Barry Word, TB, Sr. 

Top Newcomers: David Griggs, TE; Lenwood 
Lumpkins, S; Kevin Morgan, TB (RS); Chris 
Warren, RB; Mike Williams, LB. 


WAKE FOREST 


Coach: Al Groh ( 17-27, 4 years) 

1984 Record: 6-5; 5th in conf., 3-4. 

Offense: Pro-Set. Defense: Multiple. 

Key Losses: Ronnie Burgess, DB; Ken McAllis - 
ter, OG; Bobby Morrison, OT; Mike Nesselt, C; 
Harry Newsome, P; Duane Owens, WR. 
Starters Returning: Offense (7): James Brim, 
WR, 6-3/188, Jr.; Topper Clemons, RB, 5- 
11/204, Sr.; Paul Kiser, G, 6-3/272, Jr.; Tim 
Morrison, T, 6-3/261, Jr.; Michael Ramseur, 
RB, 6-0/190, Sr.; Foy White, QB, 6-0/ 182, Sr.; 
Kevin Wieczorek, TE, 6-3/216, Sr. Defense 
(7): Gary Baldinger, E, 6-2/250, Sr.; Tony 
Garbarczyk, LB, 6-4/239, Sr.; Ken Grantham, 
DB/LB, 5-10/201, Sr.; Rory Holt, CB, 5- 
10/159, Sr.; Steve Lambert, LB, 6-1/208, Jr.; 
Bruce Mark, E, 6-3/255, Sr.; Reggie McCum- 
mings, S, 5- 11/166, Sr. 

Key Returnees: David Chambers, WR, Jr.; 
Toby Cole, LB, Jr.; Jamie Harris, QB, Jr.; Doug 
ling, K, Sr.; Shawn Kelly, DE, Soph.; Paul 
Mann, OG, Soph.,; Brian Paschal, OG, Jr.; Mike 
Rice, OT, Soph.; Terence Ryan, DE, Jr.; Greg 
Scales, WR, Soph.; Jimmie Simmons, LB, 
Soph.; Randall Singleton, NG, Sr. 

Top Newcomers: David Braxton, WR (medical 
RS); Greg Harris, OL (JUCO); Joe Kenn, DL 
(RS); Lee Meyers, DB (JUCO); Joe Wagner, 
LB (RS); Randy Whiting, C (RS). 


solute refusal to lose, we were not consis- 
tent. I don't know whether we were 
ranked too high or the flurry of attention 
got to us, but we obviously weren’t as good 
as we thought.” 

The Rambling Wreck welcomes back 
nine starters from the league’s No. 1- 
ranked defense, which features end Pat 
Swilling, linebacker Ted Roof and safety 
Cleve Pounds. All three had 100 or more 
tackles last fall. 

Also back are some of the key per- 
formers from the conference's No. 2 of- 
fense, particularly All-ACC quarterback 
and total-offense leader John Dewberry. 
The senior was accurate on 61.5 percent 
of his passes for 1,846 yards and 11 touch- 
downs a year ago. 

Gone is the school’s ali-time rushing, re- 
ceiving and scoring leader, Robert La- 
vette, who will be succeeded by Cory Col- 
lier. The junior tailback was the ACC 
Rookie of the Year in 1983 but sat out 
most of last season with a foot fracture. 

In a significant move, Curry has 
switched 6-4, 292-pound John Davis back 
from center to offensive tackle, where he 
earned freshman All-America honors in 
1983. Davis and 6-5, 282-pound John Ive- 
meyer form a colossal tackle tandem. 

Georgia Tech has the advantage again 
this year of not playing defending cham- 
pion Maryland, which went 6-0 in the con- 
ference and finished with a seven-game 
winning streak after beating Tennessee, 
28-27, in the Sun Bowl. Curry said he be- 
lieves the Terrapins might be the best 
team in college football. 

“I don’t know that we're at that level,” 
Maryland Coach Bobby Ross said. “I think 
everybody feels that way because we 
have 17 of 22 starters back from a team 
that went 9-3. 

“We lost a three-year starter and letter- 
man at center (Kevin Glover), who might 
be the best Maryland has ever had at the 
position. We lost the school’s all-time 
leading tackler (Eric Wilson), the all-time 
leading receiver (Greg Hill) and the all- 
time leading place-kicker (Jess Atkin- 
son).” 

Also departed is quarterback Frank 
Reich, who led the ACC in passing effi- 
ciency in his only year—make that half- 
year—as a Starter. Reich passed for 1,446 
yards despite starting only six games be- 
cause of an injury. 

It says something for Maryland’s of- 
fense that the Terps can replace Reich 
with another 1,000-yard passer, senior 
Stan Gelbaugh, who started five games 
and threw for 1,123 yards. 

Gelbaugh’s experience “helped us and 
helped Stan,” Ross said. “I think Stan can 
become a very good quarterback. He's 
certainly the most skilled athlete we have 
at the position, but he’s got to show a lot of 
improvement mechanically.” 

Maryland had three of the league’s top 
11 rushers last season, and all three re- 
turn—fullback Rick Badanjek (832 yards) 


Sosa _ Ame 
Foy White took control of 
Wake Forest’s offense and 


posted impressive numbers. 


and running backs Alvin Blount (759 
yards) and Tommy Neal (618 yards). Ba- 
danjek, an All-America candidate, already 
holds school career records for most 
points and touchdowns scored entering 
his senior year. 

Glover is the only absentee from last 
year’s starting offensive line, which fig- 
ures to be sturdy again this season. Tack- 
les John Maarleveld and Tony Edwards 
loom as the line’s stalwarts. 

Sophomore Ferrell Edmunds appears 
ready to make his mark as one of the best 
tight ends in Maryland history. Edmunds 
is a good blocker with great athletic abili- 
ty. 

Despite the team’s success, it wasn’t the 
most relaxing of seasons for Ross. The 
Terps lost their first two games and three 
of their first five, and later they displayed 
a frightening tendency to pull victory 
from the clutches of defeat. 

When the Terps rallied from a 31-0 half- 
time deficit to defeat Miami (Florida), 42- 
40, it marked the largest point deficit 
overcome by a winning team in Division 
I-A history. 

“IT was mostly frustrated by the way we 
started the season,” Ross said. “It seemed 
there was an attitude of, ‘We're young, so 
we don’t have to play well early.’ ” 

Despite the loss of Wilson, Maryland’s 
defense returns two All-ACC players in 
middle guard Bruce Mesner and safety Al 
Covington. Another of the nine defensive 
returnees, junior linebacker Chuck Fau- 
cette, was second on the team with 120 
tackles in ’84. 

The true test of this well-balanced team 
will come in the first four weeks of the 
season when the Terps meet Penn State, 
Boston College, West Virginia and Michi- 
gan. Miami (sans Bernie Kosar) also pops 
up in the middle of Maryland's conference 


schedule. 

“If we stay healthy and avoid academic 
problems, I think we have a chance to 
field the best team we've had here,” Ross 
said. 

The Terrapins certainly will be picked 
to win the conference, but that’s almost a 
kiss of death. North Carolina has been a 
popular preseason pick each of the last 
four years but hasn’t won an ACC title 
since 1980. The Tar Heels were 5-5-1 last 
year. 

“In the last six weeks, we lost only one 
game,” Coach Dick Crum said. “We got a 
little better, but when you start 1-4, it’s 
kind of hard to notice.” 

The weakest link was a defense that 
gave up 411.2 yards per game and ranked 
seventh in the league. At times, the Tar 
Heels were playing seven freshmen on 
defense, and Crum expects improvement 
if only because his players are more expe- 
rienced. 

The strongest part of the Tar Heel de- 
fense could be the youngest part. Sopho- 
mores Reuben Davis, Tim Goad and Noel 
McFEachern present a solid forward wall. 
Only six starters return on defense over- 
all. 

Offensively, the Tar Heels spent the 
first part of last season trying to decide 
between Mark Maye and Kevin Anthony 
at quarterback. Maye developed shoulder 
problems, however, and eventually under- 
went surgery. Maye will not play this sea- 
son, leaving the Tar Heels thin at quarter- 
back. 

Although he wasn’t as highly touted as 
Maye, Anthony performed admirably, 
passing for a school-record 1,786 yards. 
The junior returns to lead an offense that 
will function without two-time ACC rush- 
ing leader Ethan Horton. Junior William 
Humes, returning from an ankle injury, is 
expected to replace Horton. 

Despite being known for their ball-con- 
trol philosophy, the Tar Heels attempted 
122 passes in the last three games. “We 
wanted the offense open from the start,” 
Crum explained, “but our defense was so 
young we had to keep it off the field.” 

The absence of a proven running back 
and the presence of a talented set of re- 
ceivers, including tight end Arnold Frank- 
lin and flanker Earl Winfield, point to an 
increased emphasis on the passing game 
at North Carolina. Guard C.A. Brooks bol- 
sters the line that must give Anthony time 
to throw. 

Despite last year’s .500 mark, Crum 
doesn’t believe the Tar Heels will sneak 
up on anybody. 

“Regardless of whether we're picked 
first or last, we're the big game and we 
catch everybody’s best effort,” he said. “If 
a team thinks it has a chance to beat us, 
it’s even more primed.” 

Like North Carolina, Clemson was a no- 
table absentee from the title chase, but 


Continued 


The Sporting News 1985 College Football Yearbook * 35 


lise 
” 
i, 
© 
S) 
— 
e 
ra 
= 
= 
ef 


= 
A) 
=z 
2) 
0 
2 
= 
a 
Ss 
- 
ag 


for a different reason. Though they had 
served out their NCAA probation, the 
Tigers were hit with another year by the 
ACC. 

That might explain the Tigers’ irregu- 
lar performances. After racing past Vir- 
ginia, 55-0, Clemson lost back-to-back 
games against Georgia and Georgia Tech 
and limped to a 7-4 finish. 

Prohibited from playing in a bow] game 
and from winning the ACC championship, 
Clemson’s only incentives were a national 
ranking and the mythical national title, 
but the early losses shot down those 
hopes. 

“Georgia was a national-recognition 
type game,’ Coach Danny Ford said. 
“When you lose part of the only goal you 
have, it takes a lot out of you. We lost two 
games in a row, and all of a sudden we 
were struggling for respect.” 

Now that the probationary cloud has 
been lifted, the Tigers find themselves in 
a rebuilding position. Clemson needs to 
replace ACC Player of the Year William 
Perry at middle guard, three starters in 
the secondary, most of the offensive line, 
quarterback Mike Eppley and two All- 
ACC kicking specialists. 

“Some of the effects of probation, like 
TV exposure and bowls, are immediate,” 
Ford said. “But the big problem is after 
you get off, making up for the people you 
couldn't sign.” 

For the two years it was on NCAA pro- 
bation, Clemson could sign only 20 players 
per year (10 less than usual). The Tigers’ 
depth was seriously affected, and Ford 
said there never has been a better oppor- 
tunity for freshmen and redshirts to start 
than there is now. 

Much of the springtime attention was 
focused on the quarterback duel between 
sophomore Randy Anderson and redshirt 
freshman Rodney Williams. The Tigers 
haven't been this inexperienced at quar- 
terback since 1980, when they were 6-5, 
“and we don't want that to happen again,” 
Ford said. 

On the bright side, All-ACC guard Steve 
Reese does return to the line, and Clem- 
son's top four rushers from a year ago, 
including Stacey Driver (627 yards) and 
Kenny Flowers (562 yards), also are back. 
Ali-ACC wide receiver Terrance Roulhac 
(26 catches, eight touchdowns) leads a 
strong corps of receivers. 

Though Clemson has only six starters 
returning on defense, various injuries al- 
lowed a number of other players to gain 
valuable experience last fall. Tackle Mi- 
chael Perry, brother of William, and line- 
backer Henry Walls, a victim of knee 
problems last year, should emerge as top- 
notch defenders. 

Ford was skeptical when asked if the 
Tigers might be a sleeping giant. 

“We're dead asleep right now,” he said. 
“We've got four of our first five games 
against bowl teams, and we're not going 
to be as good. That's not a good poker 
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hand right there.” 

There’s no better indication of the 
league’s overall strength than Wake For- 
est, which posted its first winning season 
since 1979. The Demon Deacons were 3-4 
in the ACC (6-5 overall) and swept the 
other three North Carolina schools in the 
conference. 

“The Big Four championship might not 
be the same as the national champion- 
ship,” Coach Al Groh said, “but it’s a start- 
ing point. It also helps in recruiting. We 
didn’t have to say anything; a lot of the 
recruits were there watching.” 

The Demon Deacons deviated slightly 
from past tendencies, ranking higher in 
scoring defense (fourth in the ACC) than 
offense (seventh). Defense was instru- 
mental in wins over North Carolina State 
(24-15) and North Carolina (14-3). 

“There's been a stronger emphasis on 
defense,” Groh said. “Our defense defi- 
nitely gets its share of the better athletes 
now, whereas before it ended up with 
some of the leftovers. 

“The first few years, the only approach 
we could take was to outscore people. But 
that’s such a chancy thing. The way mod- 
ern offense is now, there are just so many 
things you can do (defensively). It’s like 
the defense is out on an island, and the 
only way to get the job done is sheer ath- 
letic ability.” 

A big key this year will be the recovery 
of All-ACC defensive end Gary Baldinger, 
who suffered a freak knee injury while 
playing basketball and missed spring 
practice. “He’s the heart and soul of our 
team,” Groh said. “At the end of the year, 
nobody was blocking him.” 

Even with Baldinger, the defensive 
front lacks depth, and the secondary, led 
by safety Reggie McCummings, also has a 
couple of holes to fill. The linebacking, 
however, appears solid. 

Offensively, three starters up front 
must be replaced, but tackle Tim Morri- 
son is a good man to build around. 

Groh won't have to worry about finding 
a quarterback this year. Foy White held 
off Jamie Harris last year, “and while I’m 
not saying we won't use anybody else, it’s 
not an open situation now,” Groh said. 

White passed for 1,544 yards and 12 
touchdowns while throwing only five in- 
terceptions in '84. The senior joins run- 
ning backs Michael Ramseur (961 yards 
rushing) and Topper Clemons (732 yards) 
in a strong backfield, and he has some 
talented receivers to work with, too. 

Indeed, it should be a year for quarter- 
backs in the ACC, with only Clemson and 
North Carolina State not returning a 
1,000-yard passer. The Wolfpack tried to 
fill its quarterback void by signing three 
junior college signal-callers, although two 
of them missed spring practice. 

Also missing was Perey Moorman, who 
was undergoing psychiatric testing before 
being sentenced following his conviction 
on a rape charge. Moorman had been 


The Sporting News 1985 College Football Yearbook 


considered a top quarterback prospect, 
but his football future appears question- 
abie. 

Coach Tom Reed promises the Wolf- 
pack will pass more, though they won't 
become the Brigham Young of the East. 

“Coming from Michigan?” Reed asked. 
““Are you kidding? Print that and Bo 
(Schembechler) will kick my fanny. 

“T’ve looked at the statistics, and all the 
top 20 defensive teams had good records. 
All the top 20 passing teams did not. It’s 
imperative that we improve our defense 
—structurally, mentally and physically. 
We went from second (in 1983) to last.” 

Reed will rebuild the defense around 
tackle Raymond Phillips and cornerback 
Nelson Jones. 

Running back Joe McIntosh will be 
missed, but he was injured much of last 
year and senior Vince Evans gained 883 
yards in his absence. Erik Kramer, one of 
the aforementioned junior college re- 
cruits, had an excellent spring, but no dis- 
cussion of North Carolina State’s offense 
is complete without mention of All-ACC 
tackle Joe Milinichik. 

“Joe weighs 295 pounds, but he’s only 
got 14 percent body fat,” Reed said. “He 
has a vertical leap of 31 inches, has run 
the 40 in 4.9 seconds and bench presses 
535 pounds. Joe’s the only player his size I 
know who can stand flat-footed and dunk 
a basketball.” 

The Wolfpack also boasts one of the 
league’s premier place-kickers in senior 
Mike Cofer, who had a league-high 18 field 
goals last year. 

Another place-kicker, Ken Harper, was 
one of the bright spots for a Duke team 
that finished with a 2-9 record and was the 
only school not to have a representative 
on the All-ACC team last fall. Harper 
missed only three of 16 field-goal attempts 
in '84. 

“What happened to us was, we lost so 
many people we had to play freshmen, 
and our younger people got a lot of game 
experience,” Coach Steve Sloan said. “Of 
the 44 players in our two-deep the last 
game against North Carolina, 37 are re- 
turning. And that doesn’t even count the 
guys who were unable to dress.” 

The Blue Devils have the makings of a 
productive offense in junior tailback 
Julius Grantham (a good runner who ap- 
pears to be over his knee problems), soph- 
omore quarterback Steve Slayden and 
tackle Ted Million. The secondary stands 
out as Duke's only glaring weakness de- 
fensively. 

Duke should be improved, but improve- 
ment in the ACC won't necessarily trans- 
late into victories. Everybody should be 
better, except possibly Clemson—and no- 
body’s selling the Tigers short. 


Thomas Stinson is a sportswriter for the Atlanta 
Journal-Constitution. 


Doug Doughty is a sportswriter and columnist for 
the Roanoke (Va.) Times & World-News. 


A Tiger on the Prowl 


Auburn Primed 
To Make Run 
At Championship 


By CHARLES HOLLIS 


he story goes that in the early 1960s, 

fi shortly after Paul Bryant came into 

power across the state at the Uni- 

versity of Alabama, the Bear telephoned 

the Auburn football office at 6:30 one 

morning and asked to speak to Coach 
Shug Jordan. 

“T’m sorry, but Coach Jordan isn’t in,” 
the switchboard operator supposedly told 
Bryant. “I don’t expect him until 7:30 or 
8.” 

“Well, little lady, then let me talk to one 
of the assistants.” 

“I'm sorry, Coach Bryant, but the assis- 
tants won't be in until 7:30 or 8, either.” 

The line went dead for a moment. 

“What's the matter with you folks?” 
Bryant, somewhat taken back, finally 
huffed into the receiver. “Don’t y’all take 
your football seriously down there?” 

Today, if Bryant were still alive and he 
put in an early-morning phone call to Pat 
Dye, who was one of his pupils back in the 
mid-’60s and early ‘70s, the switchboard 
operator would tell him: “I’m sorry, Coach 
Bryant, but Coach Dye is away from the 
phone right now. He’s down the hall meet- 
ing with his coaches.” 

Auburn, thank you, is taking its football 
quite seriously since Dye replaced Doug 
Barfield in January 1981. Barfield, who 
had replaced the legendary Jordan, fash- 
ioned a 29-25-1 record in five seasons but 
made the mistake of going 5-6 his last sea- 
son, with all six losses coming in South- 
eastern Conference games, including a 34- 
18 defeat to Alabama. 

The six losses were one thing, but losing 
to Alabama was another, especially since 
it marked the eighth straight time the 
Tigers had fallen to their cross-state rival. 

The losing season was not lost upon 
Dye, who, at his first news conference, 
told reporters that he could remember 
Auburn's glory years under Jordan, when 
Dye was a standout guard at Georgia and 
later was an assistant coach at Alabama 
under Bryant. 

“T remember when Auburn put on those 
blue jerseys and put fear in people,” he 
recalled. “We want those days to return, 
and we want to do it as quickly as possi- 
ble. We don’t want it to be a question of if 
Auburn is going to be good, but a question 
of how good Auburn is going to be.” 

Dye’s answer to a member of the Au- 
burn board of trustees when he first inter- 
viewed for the job is still repeated by War 
Eagle fans. 
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Auburn Coach Pat Dye, a man with a mission, has invested a lot 
of time and effort into the task of returning his Tigers to past 


glory. 


Trustee: “Coach, if we hire you, how 
long will it take you to beat Alabama?” 

Dye: “Sixty minutes!” 

Actually, it took a little longer than that, 
but he didn’t miss by much. After posting 
a 5-6 record his first season, including a 
28-17 loss to Alabama that extended the 
Crimson Tide’s series winning streak to 
nine, Dye and his Tigers came back in ’82 
with an 8-3 regular-season record. Not 
only did it match the school’s best show- 
ing in eight years, but it also featured a 
dramatic 23-22 victory over Alabama in 
Bryant's final regular-season game. 

Several days later, as his team pre- 
pared to’ face Doug Flutie and Boston Col- 
lege in the Tangerine Bowl, Dye confided 
to a visitor: “In three more years, when 
our freshmen grow up, we’re going to bea 
legitimate contender for the national 
championship. Oh, we’ll be good next year 
and the year after, just because we're Au- 
burn, but when you go after a national 
championship, you've got to have leader- 


ship from your seniors, and it’s hard to get 
that when you have only five or six that 
play. 

“Three years from now, in 1985, when 
the players we signed in our first (full) 
recruiting year are seniors, we’ll make a 
real run (for the national title).” 

Dye repeated that promise after his re- 
cruiting efforts netted him some of the na- 
tion’s top high school prospects following 
the '83 season, including tackle Ron Stall- 
worth of Pensacola, Fla., Parade maga- 
zine’s Defensive Player of the Year; split 
end Freddy Weygand, who was ranked 
among the top receiver prospects in the 
South, and defensive tackle Nate Hill, an- 
other Parade All-America. 

Furthermore, about 20 players from the 
recruiting class of 84 may be in the play- 
ing rotation this fall. “This class, poten- 
tially, could turn out to be one of the finest 
that’s ever been recruited at Auburn,” 
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Dye said. 

Until that happens, however, it is the 
freshman class of '82 that continues to be 
the backbone of the team. 

Fourteen players from that class saw 
action their first year, including seven 
who started against Alabama. Seven 
others were redshirted and later became 
members of the playing rotation last fall, 
giving Dye 21 players from his first re- 
cruiting class who were now in the lineup. 

“If you get 15 or 18 playing key roles for 
you by the time they're seniors, consider- 
ing some are going to leave for one rea- 
son or the other, you've had a pretty good 
recruiting year,” said Dye, a 45-year-old 
native of Blythe, Ga. “More than that and 
you know there’s something special about 
that class, and I think the first class of 
players our staff brought in is a special 
class of players.” 

That class also marked the first time 
the Tigers clearly had won the recruiting 
war against Alabama, which, according to 
Dye, was the true test of his program hav- 
ing the potential to prosper for some time 
into the future. 

In '83, when the Tigers won the Sugar 
Bowl and finished with an 11-1 record and 
a No. 3 national ranking, their highest fin- 
ish since the 1957 team won the national 
championship in the Associated Press 
poll, 18 players from the class of '82 were 
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in the lineup, including 15 in the playing 
rotation. 

Last season, when the Tigers won the 
Liberty Bowl but nevertheless stumbled to 
9-4 after being tapped the preseason na- 
tional champion by numerous prognosti- 
cators, the '82 class once again was well 
represented. This time, 21 players were in 
the playing rotation. 

“Whatever success we have in the fu- 
ture will be because of those players,” 
Dye said. “It won't be because of anything 
I did. It'll be because of the players we 
signed after our first season. That's where 
our success started.” 

The winning may have started with 
that class of freshmen, but the actual re- 
surgence of Auburn football began the 
first day Dye introduced himself to his 
new team. 

In that first meeting, he told the players 
they might not like some of the policies 
and discipline measures that were about 
to be set down. 

“You were recruited by another head 
coach and another staff,” he began, star- 
ing into the faces of each player. “You 
might not like me. You might not like my 
assistants. Some of you might want to 
leave. If you do, we'll try to help you find a 
place to play. 

“For the ones who stay, we'll only ask 
one thing of you. We want you to be loyal. 


The Sporting News 1985 College Football Yearbook 


Auburn quarterback Pat 
Washington, who started 
eight games last year, is 
fighting for his job. 


If you can't be loyal to me, be loyal to 
Auburn. Auburn is bigger than all of us.” 

In return, he promised the players that 
his staff would give them a game plan 
each week that would arm them with 
their best possible chance of winning. 

“We may not be the most talented foot- 
ball team in America, but there is no rea- 
son why we can’t be the best-conditioned 
and best-prepared football team in Ameri- 
ca,”’ he added. “There is no reason why 
we can't outhit anybody in the country.” 

Even now, when Dye turns the pages 
back to the fall of ’81—the only losing sea- 
son in his coaching career and only the 
second time he had been associated with 
a losing team—he shakes his head at the 
six losses. 

“You know something,” he said, “had 
we just wanted to win games instead of 
people, we could have probably won six 
or seven games that year. Sometimes | 
wonder if we could have accomplished 
both, but had we tried and failed, I don’t 
think we'd be where we are today.” 

The fall of '81 also had its share of 
bright moments over and above the five 
victories, One in particular. 

On the third Saturday night in Septem- 
ber, shortly after the Tigers lost to Wake 
Forest, 24-21, in a game most people 
thought they should have won with ease, 
Dye and his wife, Sue, had a visit with a 
bashful high school senior from McCalla, 
Ala., a little town 28 miles from downtown 
Birmingham. 

His name was Bo Jackson. 

Even though it was only the second oc- 
casion that he and Dye had spent any 
time together, it was long enough to con- 
vince Jackson that Auburn was his kind of 
place. 

“I asked Bo if he was coming to Au- 
burn,” Dye recalled, “and he looked at me 
and said he was coming. We shook hands. 
And I never asked him again.” 

When Jackson dazzled professional 
baseball scouts the following spring—he 
batted .447 and hit 20 home runs in just 25 
games to set a national home run record 
—and the New York Yankees later draft- 
ed him in the second round, not even the 
speculation that Bo would turn pro shook 
Dye’s faith. 

“Coach Dye took me at my word, and 
that’s what impressed me about him,” 
Jackson said. “He stood for all the things 
you wanted to believe in.” 

Jackson, an imposing 6-foot-114, 222- 
pound running back who has been 
clocked at 4.18 seconds in the 40-yard 
dash and has the strength to bench press 
400 pounds without working with weights 


regularly, was the flagship of the fresh- 
man class of '82 and the one big-play ath- 
lete Dye had desperately sought to put life 
into his offense. 

Others in the class included such All- 
America candidates as Gerald Robinson, 
a 6-4, 248-pound defensive end; Gerald Wil- 
liams, a 6-3, 271-pound defensive tackle; 
Steve Wallace, a 6-6, 258-pound offensive 
tackle, and Jeff Parks, a 6-4, 236-pound 
tight end. Star running backs Collis Camp- 
bell and Tommie Agee also were mem- 
bers of that class. 

Jackson, a consensus All-America as a 
sophomore after leading the SEC in rush- 
ing with 1,213 yards on 158 carries, will 
contend for more than just All-America 
honors in 1985. 

After his bid to win the Heisman Tro- 
phy was cut short last fall when he sepa- 
rated his shoulder in the second game 
against Texas and then missed the next 
six weeks, Jackson enters his senior year 
as one of the top contenders again. 

Unlike the previous three seasons when 
he ran out of the read-and-react wishbone 
offense, Dye’s trademark since his arrival 
from Wyoming, this year Jackson will 
campaign for the Heisman out of the I-for- 
mation. 

“Bo's going to love our new offense,” 
offensive coordinator Jack Crowe said. 
“And I think we’re going to love having 
that big guy back there at tailback.” 

But the question of the hour is who will 
quarterback this newfangled I-attack that, 
according to Crowe, is unlike any other 
I-formation with its shifting and motion 
and use of three split ends and five tight 
ends. 

The leading candidates are senior Pat 
Washington, recruiting class of '82; red- 
shirt sophomore Jeff Burger, class of '83, 
and redshirt freshman Bobby Walden, 
class of '84. Washington, who started eight 
games last season, entered the spring as 
the No. 1 candidate but lost his job to 
Burger two weeks later. Shortly there- 
after, Walden moved ahead of him, too. 

When Washington first slipped on the 
depth chart, it was the first time another 
quarterback had moved in front of him 
since he inherited the position from 
Randy Campbell in 1984. 

“We know we've got three players with 
ability at that position,” Dye said. “What 
we're looking for is someone with leader- 
ship skills, someone who can move the of- 
fense up and down the field and not get us 
beat with a lot of turnovers.” 

Although Campbell wasn't blessed with 
the strong arm and speed of either Wash- 
ington, Burger or Walden, all of whom 
have 4.6 speed or better in the 40, his forte 
was turnover-free football. The team led 
the nation with the fewest turnovers 
Campbell’s junior year and finished sec- 
ond the next season. 

But turnovers and injuries have plagued 
Washington, who suffered from a bruised 


Bo Jackson (above) is Au- 
burn’s top offensive weapon, 
but fellow running back 
Brent Fullwood is not far 
behind. 


shoulder and an assortment of muscle 
pulls throughout the ’84 season. He fin- 
ished with 77 completions in 171 attempts 
(45 percent) for 1,202 yards, four touch- 
downs and nine interceptions. 

“We lacked consistency on offense last 
season, especially in the big games,” 
Crowe said, “and a lot of it was because 
we weren't doing some things at quarter- 
back,” 

There were some who thought the 


Tigers were a quarterback away from the 
national title last fall, especially with all 
the expectations that followed Auburn 
into the season. 

Dye dispelled such talk as “absolute 
nonsense.” 

The '84 season was simply “a calamity 
of unforgivable mistakes,” Dye said, “mis- 
takes I made before the season started.” 
Dye holds himself personally responsible 
for the two-point loss to Miami in the 
Kickoff Classic, the eight-point loss at 
Texas, the 21-point loss at Florida and the 
two-point loss to Alabama. 

It was little consolation to Dye that 
after four years at Auburn, he still could 
be considered rebuilding the program, or 
that his team had won at least nine games 
for the third consecutive year, or that his 
team had won more games (29) over the 
same three-year period than any other 
team in the SEC. 

“Tl spell it out,” he said. “If I'd done a 
better job as a coach and had our football 
team fighting for its life, we would have 
played every down like it was our last. 

“If I'd done that, we wouldn't have lost 
the Miami game. And probably not the 
Texas game. I don’t know if we would 
have beaten Florida, but it would have 
made a difference in the second half. We 
certainly wouldn’t have lost the Alabama 
game. 

“IT knew we weren't ready to go after 
the national championship last year, but I 
let myself get caught up in all the distrac- 
tions that go with being ranked so high 
and forgot some things that are basic in 
the way I believe.” 

So, Dye searched his soul in the off-sea- 
son and came to some conclusions. For 
one, he had been too soft on his players, 
and it was time he got back to his “my 
way or the highway” discipline. Second, 
he was going to demand more in the win- 
ter program—more conditioning, more 
weight lifting, more dedication—and even 
more still in the spring and fall. And third, 
he was going to commit himself to the I- 
formation to get more mileage out of his 
running backs—Jackson, Brent Fullwood 
and Campbell, whom he believes could be 
the best trio in the country—and a tal- 
ented corps of receivers including Wey- 
gand, Parks and Trey Gainous. 

“T’ve got a feeling that when we open 
the season this fall, our fans are going to 
see a different team than the one they 
saw last season,” Washington said. “We're 
not talking about the Sugar Bowl or win- 
ning the SEC or winning the national 
championship. We’re talking about a 
team that plays up to its ability. That’s the 
challenge Coach Dye has thrown out to all 
the players.” 

With 51 lettermen returning, including 
all 11 starters on offense and six starters 
on defense, Dye hints the Tigers have the 
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nucleus for a national championship 
team. 

“We might have a potentially great of- 
fense this year, but you still win cham- 
pionships with defense,” Dye said. “And 
that’s where the question marks are. For 
most of the spring we had just one healthy 
defensive back that played for us last fall. 
That's not good. 

“How well we do this year, if the leader- 
ship and commitment are there, will de- 
pend on how good we are on defense. 
We're going to score points, but you've got 
to keep your opponent off the scoreboard 
in the final minutes, too. To do that, we’ve 
got to come a long, long way on defense.” 

Dye is approaching the '85 season cau- 
tiously, but considering how the bold pre- 
dictions made last year’s disappointment 
even worse, he probably is going about it 
just right. 


CONFERENCE 
PREVIEW 


By CHUCK FINDER 


Walt Harris was vacationing on the 
West Coast in the summer of 1984, taking 
time off from his job as Tennessee quar- 
terbacks coach, when he first heard the 
news. 

He picked up a San Francisco newspa- 
per one day and read this story about an 
outfielder who had decided to skip his sen- 
ior season of college football and sign a 
professional baseball contract with the 
Giants. Some kid by the name of Alan 
Cockrell, quarterback for Tennessee. 

Losing a two-year starter has a way of 
putting a damper on a trip. 

Harris, briefly interrupting the family 
vacation, telephoned the football office 
back yonder in Knoxville, Tenn. A secre- 
tary told him several television stations 
had called seeking interviews. He called 
one back, and the sportscaster asked him 
about the Volunteers’ unsupervised work- 
outs. 

“What workouts?” Harris asked, dumb- 
founded. ; 

“Why,” the man answered, “Tony Rob- 
inson has about 20 to 25 guys out every 
night for a workout.” 

Thus began the new generation of Ten- 
nessee quarterback, 1984 A.C. (After 
Cockrell). 

Farewell to the Arm. Hello, Mr. Robin- 
son. 

“When Alan left,” Harris said, “Tony 
said to himself, ‘OK, now this is my 
chance.’ He took the ball and ran with it.” 

After whiling away for two seasons as 
backup to all-throw, no-run Cockrell, Rob- 
inson last fall took the ball and passed and 
ran with it like no Tennessee quarterback 
had before. Robinson rushed for 126 yards 


—a sizable amount for a drop-back passer 
—and threw for 1,963 yards and 14 touch- 
downs. And he led the Vols to a 7-3-1 rec- 
ord and a Sun Bow! berth. 

Now Robinson has put Tennessee in the 
position to contend for, and possibly win, 
the Southeastern Conference title, some- 
thing no Tennessee quarterback has done 
since Bobby Scott in 1969. The closest 
Cockrell got the Vols was a tie for third. 

By the end of last season, the joke 
around Knoxville was “Alan who?” In '84, 
the 6-foot-3, 187-pound Robinson earned 
some All-SEC recognition while breaking 
several school records. He set single- 
game marks for completions (29) and 
total offense (389 yards) in a frantic, 43-30 
loss to Florida, and he established season 
records by compiling 2,089 yards of total 
offense and completing 61.7 percent of his 
passes. 

For 28 seasons that last record had be- 
longed to some Johnny Majors fellow. 

“He’s a great competitor, has got a very 
good head, can come back from adver- 
sity,” said Majors, now entering his ninth 
season as Tennessee's head coach. “And 
he has the most marvelous arm I’ve ever 
seen.” 

Everyone always believed in Robin- 
son's arm, dating back to his days at Leon 
High School in Tallahassee, Fla., where he 
became the second prep quarterback 
ever to throw for more than 2,000 yards in 
each of three seasons. Joe Ferguson of the 
Detroit Lions was the other. 

No, it wasn’t the arm. What folks doubt- 
ed was his gizzards—his determination, 
his desire to become a quality quarter- 
back at Tennessee, his willingness to lis- 
ten to coaching. 

His freshman year, by his own admis- 
sion, Robinson felt lost. He even tele- 
phoned his parents once that autumn to 
discuss the possibility of quitting school. 


40 »* The Sporting News 1985 College Football Yearbook 


Quarterback Tony Robin- 
son is on the verge of mak- 
ing Tennessee fans forget 
Alan Cockrell. 


“It kind of bothered me awhile,” Robin- 
son said. “It got to the point where I had 
to accept it.” 

He stayed and, No. 2 to Cockrell, either 
ran or passed on 27 occasions over two 
years. Robinson played mostly in junior 
varsity games and as a freshman threw 
five touchdown passes against Kentucky's 
jayvees. Than again, how good could the 
Kentucky jayvees have been when their 
varsity was 0-10-1? 

When it came Robinson's time at Ten- 
nessee, Harris wondered if Robinson 
would be coachable. 

“Since he came here, he’s kind of drift- 
ed,” Harris said. “He never really assert- 
ed himself.” 

So first, before the ‘84 season started, 
Robinson had to pass the test. It was a 
10-question personality examination that 
Harris had obtained from a neighbor, a 
coal company executive who just hap- 
pened to be a Kentucky fan. Harris fig- 
ured that if he could learn more about 
Robinson's personality, he could coach 
him better. 

Harris took the test himself and scored 
exactly how he had predicted. Then he 
gave the test to Robinson. 

“His response was a lot different than I 
had thought,” Harris recalled. “He was a 
lot like me, which kind of surprised me. I 
thought he was a wild-colt type guy. 

“But the test indicated that he wanted 
direction, that he wanted to be coached. I 
never got that feeling while I was around 
him. It was real interesting.” 

Robinson displayed one trait at times 
last season that nearly earned him an en- 
tirely new reputation. When the game 
turned into a dire situation for the Vols, 
Robinson turned steely. 

To wit: Tennessee trailed Washington 
State at haiftime, 16-14, in its season open- 
er before Robinson sparked the Vols to a 
34-27 victory. 

Tennessee trailed Alabama, 24-10, be- 
fore Robinson rallied the Vols in the 
fourth quarter. He leaped into the end 
zone in the waning moments for a two- 
point conversion and a 28-27 victory, the 
Vols’ third over rival Alabama in the last 
three seasons. 

Tennessee trailed Georgia Tech, 14-10, 
in Atlanta before Robinson directed the 
Vols to a field goal, an 11-yard touchdown 
pass and a two-point conversion toss. Rob- 
inson’s 31-yard pass to tight end Jeff Smith 
on fourth down kept Tennessee alive late 
in the game, and with 35 seconds left, a 
Fuad Reveiz field goal won it, 24-21. 

Robinson also started a Tennessee 
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Florida fullback John L. Williams. 
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3. Florida 
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7. Mississippi State 
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Players to Watch 


(Not including players on All-America Checklist) 
CURT JARVIS 
Noseguard 


FREDDIE ROBINSON 


Cornerback 


BRENT FULLWOOD 
Halfback 


NATE HILL 


Defensive Tackle 


NEAL ANDERSON 


Running Back Florida 


RICKY NATTIEL 


Wide Receiver Florida 


JOHN L. WILLIAMS 
Fullback Florida 


Georgia 
KENNY SIMS 
Middle Guard Georgia 


MAURICE DOUGLASS 


Cornerback Kentucky 


MARK LOGAN 
Running Back Kentucky 


SHAWN BURKS 


Linebacker Louisiana State 


GARRY JAMES 
FRORMIMG! BACK. cecccssecccsscecescvnussusees ch g ears Louisiana State 


KENT AUSTIN 
YW. ecasesase Mississippi 
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R.J. MCKENNA 
Mississippi State 


AARON PEARSON 


Linebacker Mississippi State 


CHARLES DAVIS 


Defensive Back Tennessee 


JEFF SMITH 
Tight End Tennessee 


WILL WOLFORD 
Offensive Tackle Vanderbilt 
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comeback that fell just short against 
Maryland in the Sun Bowl. 

“Hopefully,” Robinson said, chuckling 
at all the comeback finishes, “we won't 
get into those situations anymore.” 

Most of the situations he causes for 
Tennessee are good ones. Even with the 
departure of running back Johnnie Jones, 
Majors believes his offense is in fine pos- 
ture with Robinson in the backfield. 
“Tony gives you an excellent start,” 
Majors said. 

Filling in for Jones will be sophomores 
William Howard, who ran for 452 yards 
and caught 24 passes as a freshman, and 
Charles Wilson. At fullback, 260-pound 
Sam Henderson returns after a redshirt 
year, but Majors isn’t sure how his injured 
knee will hold up. 

Wingback Tim McGee, who set a school 
record with 54 receptions last year, and 
Jeff Smith, who caught 26 passes, can get 
open quickly. 

Three offensive linemen return, but the 
two who are missing—consensus All- 
America guard Bill Mayo and center Ra- 
leigh McKenzie—are notable absentees. 

Defensively, the Vols fell from first in 
the SEC in 1983 to eighth in '84. New de- 
fensive special assistant Ken Donahue, 
formerly of Alabama, will try to recapture 
some of that 1983 zeal. 

“Whoever’s out there, I hope they will 
fight a little harder after the ball,” Majors 
said. 

At least Tennessee will start off in bet- 
ter shape. By the fourth game last season, 
five defensive linemen were out with in- 
juries. “We took a lot of bumps,” Majors 
said. Still, “we don’t have the personnel on 
defense that we have on offense,” he 
added. 

The backfield, led by Charles Davis and 
Tommy Sims, is the strongest portion of 
the defense, while junior Dale Jones has 
All-America potential at his outside line- 
backer post. 

Robinson said the offense could pick up 
any defensive slack by scoring 30 to 35 
points per game. “Even more,” he added. 

Racking up points should be little prob- 
lem for Auburn this fall, no matter what 
offense the Tigers run. 

After running variations of the wish- 
bone, the Tigers are learning a new al- 
phabet on offense: I-back, H-back, Z-re- 
ceiver, X-receiver and so on. Anyway you 
spell it, Coach Pat Dye wants his offense 
to generate more than 28.2 points and 
410.2 yards per game, its rather impres- 
sive averages last year while going 9-4 
(including a Liberty Bowl victory over Ar- 
kansas). 

The offense churned up yardage in 
spring practice despite missing All-Ameri- 
ca running back Bo Jackson, who was 
playing baseball after an injury-shortened 
football fall, and Brent Fullwood, who was 
running track after finishing '84 as the 
team’s leading rusher with 628 yards. “I 
don’t know if that means we're going to 


Louisiana State running back Dalton Hilliard (above) com- 
piled big numbers in 1984 while Alabama linebacker Cornelius 
Bennett was enjoying All- America success in the Crimson 
Tide’s otherwise mediocre season. 
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be that good on offense or that bad on 
defense,” Dye said. 

The quarterback derby grew closer in 
the spring with redshirt sophomore Jeff 
Burger and redshirt freshman Bobby Wal- 
den moving ahead of '84 starter Pat Wash- 
ington, a senior. No matter who does the 
throwing, though, split end Freddy Wey- 
gand, the SEC Freshman of the Year in 
"84, assuredly will be at the receiving end. 
Weygand caught 32 passes for 796 yards, 
an average of 24.9 yards per reception. 

Auburn's offensive line is experienced 
and deep. Tackle Steve Wallace, who 
went down with a knee injury in the sixth 
game last season, could be the best player 
at his position in the country. 

The Tigers’ defense could prove to be a 
worry. Only six starters return, and con- 
sensus All-America linebacker Gregg 
Carr will be missed. 

Tackle Gerald Williams and end Gerald 
Robinson buoy the Tigers’ defensive front, 
but linebacking could be a dilemma for 
Dye. Auburn also needs to improve its 
pass defense after allowing opponents 
2,171 yards and 14 touchdowns through 
the air last season. Safety Arthur Johnson 
is well suited to that task. 

The freshman class of ‘83, brimming 
with high school All-Americas, could 
come through with key players in line- 
men Nate Hill and Ron Stallworth. 

Alabama, in contrast to Auburn, has a 
sure defense and an unsteady offense 
heading into autumn. After finishing at 5- 
6, the school’s worst record since 1957, Al- 
abama will rely on that defense until the 
offense comes around. 

The Crimson Tide returns nine starters 
from a defense that ranked second in the 
SEC last year. All-America linebacker 
Cornelius Bennett, who is gradually earn- 
ing the tag of 1986 Heisman Trophy candi- 
date, had 74 unassisted tackles (102 total) 
to pace the defense. 

New defensive coordinator Joe Kines, 
who was asked to leave Florida amid the 
Gators’ NCAA probation, inherits several 
other quality defensive players. Senior 
Jon Hand, a 6-7, 267-pound All-SEC tackle, 
appears ready to play up to his potential 
and size. Noseguard Curt Jarvis keeps op- 
ponents from double-teaming Hand. 

The secondary lost a critical player in 
safety Paul Tripoli, but redshirt freshman 
Johnny Norwood has shown promise. No 
player in Alabama’s defensive backfield, 
led by two-year starter Freddie Robinson, 
will be older than a junior this fall, al- 
though most played together last year. 

No, defense isn't a problem. 

“Tf there’s any one thing, it's offense,” 
Coach Ray Perkins said of the unit that 
wound up last in the league. “We've got to 
get up out of the cellar. We went from 
Number | in the conference our first year 
(1983) to last last year.” 

If sophomore halfback Kerry Goode re- 
turns from a knee injury, he will give Ala- 
bama the backfield speed it sorely missed 


in ‘84. Goode had 297 yards of total offense 
and three touchdowns in little more than 
two quarters when he got hurt in last 
year's opener. Without Goode, the Crim- 
son Tide backfield would be in trouble. 

Mike Shula, son of Miami Dolphins 
Coach Don Shula, improved in the spring 
and appears able to direct the offense this 
time around. A repatched offensive line 
led by center Wes Neighbors, plus junior 
college transfer Albert Bell at wide re- 
ceiver, should bolster the offense. 


The Crimson Tide has another weapon 
in place-kicker Van Tiffin, who connected 
on 15 of 20 field-goal attempts last fall. 

An explosive offense was the major 
reason why Louisiana State went 8-2-1] 
last fall and earned a trip to the Sugar 
Bowl, which was unable to invite SEC 
champ Florida because of the school’s 
probation. 

Jeff Wickersham enters his senior year 
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ASTER 
ANGS 


Reporters, police depart- 
ments, even a famous 
consumer advocate all 

put our famous TV 
gunshot test to the 
test. With a high- 
powered rifle, they 
blasted a half-inch 
hole clear through 
our No. 15 lock. And 
in case after case, 
all documented, the 
lock held tight. 
Bullet proof that 
Master locks 

really are tough 
under fire! 


A Master 


Lock Company 
Tough under fire. 
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ALABAMA 


Coach: Ray Perkins (13-10, 2 years) 

1984 Record: 5-6; T 7th in conf., 2-4. 

Offense: Multiple. Defense: Multiple. 

Key Losses: Paul Ott Carruth, HB; Emanuel 
King, LB; Ricky Moore, FB; Paul Tripoli, S. 
Starters Returning: Offense (6): John Mcin- 
tosh, G, 6-1/240, Sr.; Wes Neighbors, C, 6- 
2/250, Jr.; Gary Otten, T, 6-6/260, Jr.; Greg 
Richardson, FL, 5-9/ 166, Jr.; Mike Shula, QB, 
6-2/198, Jr.; Clay Whitehurst, SE, 6- 1/180, 
Soph. Defense (9): Cornelius Bennett, LB, 6- 
4/215, Jr.; Britton Cooper, S, 6-1/175, Jr.; 
Wayne Davis, LB, 6-3/210, Jr.; Jon Hand, T, 
6-7/267, Sr.; Curt Jarvis, NG, 6-2/266, Jr; 
Freddie Robinson, CB, 6-1/176, Jr.; Randy 
Rockwell, LB, 6-3/ 189, Soph.; Brent Sowell, T, 
6-5/256, Sr.; Vernon Wilkinson, CB, 6- 1/186, 
Jr. 

Key Returnees: Thornton Chandler, TE, Sr.; 
Bill Condon, OG, Soph.; Kerry Goode, HB, 
Soph. (RS/knee); Larry Roberts, DT, Sr.; 
Vince Sutton, QB, Soph.; Cliff Thomas, NG, Jr.; 
Van Tiffin, K, Jr.; Craig Turner, FB, Sr. (aca- 
demic RS); Rory Turner, S, Soph. 

Top Newcomers: Albert Bell, WR (JUCO); 
Mike Bobo, FB (walk-on); John Easterling, 
DB; John Fruhmorgen, OT (RS); Gene Jelks, 
RB; Kermit Kendrick, 0B; Gene Newberry, QB 
(RS); Johnny Norwood, S (RS); Larry Rose, L. 


AUBURN 
Coach: Pat Dye (34-14-1, 4 years; 88-37-1 
overall, 11 years) 
1984 Record: 8-4;T3rd in conf., 4-2. 
Offense: Multiple. Defense: 52. 
Key Losses: Clayton Beauford, SE; Gregg 
Carr, LB; Nat Ceasar, S; John Dailey, DE; Kevin 
Greene, DE; David King, DB; Ben Thomas, DT. 
Starters Returning: Offense (10): Tommie 
Agee, FB, 5-1/210, Jr.; Collis Campbell, HB, 
5-11/210, Sr.; Yann Cowart, C, 6-1/234, Jr.; 
Eric Floyd, T, 6-4/256, Soph.; Bo Jackson, HB, 
6-1/222, Sr.; Jeff Lott, G, 6-1/275, Sr.; Jeff 
Parks, TE, 6-4/236, Sr.; Stacy Searels, T, 6- 
4/267, Soph.; Randy Stokes, G, 6-4/270, Sr.; 
Pat Washington, QB, 6-1/199, Sr. Defense 
(6): Alvin Briggs, CB, 5-10/178, Jr.; Harold 
Hallman, NG, 5-11/234, Sr.; Arthur Johnson, 
S, 6-2/196, Jr.; Ben McCurdy, LB, 6-1/226, 
Sr.; Tom Powell, S, 5- 10/195, Jr.; Gerald Wil- 
liams, T, 6-3/271, Sr. 
Key Returnees: Jeff Burger, QB, Soph.; Kyle 
Collins, HB, Sr.; Brent Fullwood, HB, Jr.; Trey 
Gainous, SE, Jr.; Nate Hill, DT, Soph.; Ron 
Middleton, TE, Sr.; Gerald Robinson, DE, Sr.; 
Jonathan Robinson, CB, Sr.; Ben Tamburello, 
C, Jr.; Steve Wallace, OT, Sr.; Reggie Ware, 
FB, Soph.; Freddy Weygand, SE, Soph. 
Top Newcomers: Tracy Rocker, OL (RS); Ron 
Stallworth, DL (RS); Bobby Walden, QB (RS). 


FLORIDA 


Coach: Galen Hall (8-0, 1 year) 

1984 Record: 9-1-1, ist in conf., 5-0-1. 
Offense: Multiple. Defense: 3-4. 

Key Losses: Phil Bromley, C; Lomas Brown, 
OT; Lorenzo Hampton, RB; Crawford Ker, OT; 
Mark Korff, LB; Tim Newton, NG; Bobby Ray- 
mond, K; Roger Sibbald, S. 

Starters Returning: Offense (6): Neal Ander- 
son, RB, 6-0/213, Sr.; Kerwin Bell, QB, 6- 
3/190, Soph.; Ricky Nattiel, WR, 5-8/179, Jr.; 
Walter Odom, TE, 6-3/234, Jr.; John L. Wil- 
liams, RB, 6-0/222, Sr.; Jeff Zimmerman, G, 
6-4/304, Jr. Defense (7): Scott Armstrong, 
LB, 6-1/224, Jr.; Tommy Duhart, T, 6-4/257, 
Soph.; Alonzo Johnson, LB, 6-3/222, Sr.; Pat- 
rick Miller, LB, 6-1/215, Sr.; Adrian White, S, 
6-0/205, Jr.; Jarvis Williams, CB, 6-0/195, 
Soph.; Keith Williams, T, 6-4/254, Jr. 

Key Returnees: Vernell Brown, S, Sr.; Clifford 
Chariton, LB, Soph.; Ray Criswell, P, Sr.; Ricky 
Knight, S, Soph.; James Massey, RB, Jr.; Ray 
McDonald, WR, Sr.; Alonzo Mitz, DT, Sr.; Ron 
Moten, LB, Jr.; Ricky Mulberry, CB, Soph.; 
Frankie Neal, WR, Jr.; Leon Pennington, LB, 
Sr.; Arthur White, LB, Soph. 

Top Newcomers: Joey Nicoletto, LB (RS); 
Clifton Reynolds, RB-QB (RS); Kerry Watkins, 
DB; Rhondy Weston, DT (RS); David Williams, 
OT (RS). 


~4 


LSU’s Michael Brooks. 


GEORGIA 


Coach: Vince Dooley ( 168-64-8, 21 years) 
1984 Record: 7-4; T3rd in conf., 4-2. 

Offense: |-formation. Defense: Split 60. 

Key Losses: Kevin Butler, K; Knox Culpepper, 
LB; Jeff Sanchez, S; Andre Smith, FB (aca- 
demically ineligible); Scott Williams, TE. 
Starters Returning: Offense (8): Peter Ander- 
son, G, 6-3/260, Sr.; Cleveland Gary, TB, 6- 
2/210, Soph.; Jimmy Hockaday, FL, 6-4/202, 
Sr.; Keith Johnson, C, 6-5/280, Sr.; Cassius 
Osborn, SE, 6-0/175, Soph.; Kim Stephens, G, 
6-2/230, Soph.; Wilbur Strozier, T, 6-3/245, 
Jr.; Todd Williams, QB, 6-0/173, Sr. Defense 
(6): Tony Flack, CB, 6-3/188, Sr.; Henry Har- 
ris, MG, 6-3/262, Jr.; John Little, S, 6-2/194, 
Jr.; Andy Loy, E, 6-1/214, Sr.; Bill Mitchell, LB, 
6-1/219, Sr.; Kenny Sims, MG, 6-3/260, Sr. 
Key Returnees: Herman Archie, SE, Sr.; Steve 
Boswell, LB, Jr.; David Dukes, QB, Soph.; 
James Jackson, QB, Soph.; Fred Lane, FL, Jr.; 
Wycliffe Lovelace, TE, Soph. (switched from 
DT); David McCluskey, FB, Jr.; Gary Moss, CB, 
Jr.; Jake Richardson, MG, Sr.; Calvin Ruff, DE, 
Jr.; Lars Tate, TB, Soph.; Greg Waters, DE, Sr.; 
Henry Williams, DE, Soph. 

Top Newcomers: Keith Henderson, TB; Joey 
Hester, QB; Wayne Johnson, QB (RS); Horace 
Smith, DB (JUCO); Miles Smith, S (transfer 
from Auburn); Tim Worley, TB. 


KENTUCKY 


Coach: Jerry Claiborne (15-18-2, 3 years; 
153-94-7 overall, 23 years) 

1984 Record: 8-3; TSth in conf., 3-3. 

Offense: Multiple. Detense: Wide Tackle Six. 
Key Losses: George Adams, TB; Paul Calhoun, 
DB/P; Cam Jacobs, LB; Joe Phillips, WR; Jeff 
Smith, DT; Oliver White, TE. 

Starters Returning: Offense (6): Chris Derry, 
FB, 6-0/220, Sr.; Ken Pietrowiak, C, 6-2/230, 
Sr.; Bill Ransdell, QB, 6- 1/200, Jr.; Joe Prince, 
G, 6-4/271, Jr.; Jim Reichwein, G, 6-2/235, 
Sr.; Tom Richey, T, 6-4/255, Sr. Defense (7): 
Maurice Douglass, CB, 5-11/203, Sr.; Jon 
Dumbauld, T, 6-3/251, Sr.; Tony Mayes, DB, 
6-0/189, Jr.; Steve Mazza, E, 5-11/203, Sr.; 
Jerry Reese, T, 6-2/241, Jr.; Larry Smith, LB, 
6-1/220, Jr.; Brian Williams, E/LB, 5-9/205, 
Sr. 

Key Returnees: Ken Brown, OT, Soph. (RS); 
Cisco Bryant, WR, SR.; Cornell Burbage, SE, 
Jr.; Russell Hairston, DB, Sr.; Mark Higgs, RB, 
Soph. (doubtful for season w/knee injury); 
Mark Logan, TB, Jr.; Eric Pitts, WR, Jr., Gary 
Sexton, DB, Sr.; Tom Wilkins, DT, Jr. 

Top Newcomers: Vic Adams, DL; Carwell 
Gardner, LB; lvory Joe Hunter, FB (RS); Ron 
Mack, DB (RS); Andy Murray, LB; Jesse New- 
kirk, OT (transfer from Indiana); Mike Pfeifer, 
DL; Dee Smith, WR; Gardner Sorrell, C. 
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after passing for more than 2,000 yards in 
each of the last two seasons. The guy who 
ranks ahead of former Tigers Bert Jones, 
Alan Risher, David Woodley and Y.A. Tit- 
tle in career passing yardage has an ad- 
vantage this season, Coach Bill Arn- 
sparger said. 

“This will be the first time that he’s had 
the same quarterback coach (Ed Zaun- 
brecher) since he's been here,”’ Arn- 
sparger said. 

Lending open arms to Wickersham will 
be running backs Dalton Hilliard, a Heis- 
man candidate who rushed for 1,268 yards 
and 13 touchdowns a year ago, and Garry 
James. The “Dalton James Gang,” as Hil- 
liard and James have become known, 
provides Louisiana State with one of the 
best ground attacks in the country. Plus 
there’s flanker Rogie Magee, who 
averaged 19.5 yards per catch as a red- 
shirt freshman a year ago. 

Finding additional receivers to comple- 
ment Magee and tight end Mitch Andrews 
(24 catches) and linemen to go with guard 
Curt Gore are Louisiana State’s priorities 
to round out a potent offense. 

Defensively, 16 of the top 22 players are 
back, including junior Michael Brooks, a 
second-team All-America linebacker, and 
senior Shawn Burks. Last season Arn- 
sparger could hardly field a healthy 
group, what with eight starters falling to 
injury. “The main thing there is we return 
healthy,” Arnsparger said. 

There are at least six contenders for 
jobs in the Tigers’ three-man front. Ends 
Tommy Clapp and Karl Wilson could be 
the best set in the SEC. 

Junior Norman Jefferson, who also dou- 
bles as a punt returner, and sophomore 
Kevin Guidry bolster the secondary. 

Florida, which won its first SEC cham- 
pionship and was ranked No. | in The 
Sporting News’ final poll after going 9-1-1 
in a controversy-filled season, com- 
mences its two-year probation this fall. 
Coach Galen Hall, who replaced Charley 
Pell early last year, signed only 16 re- 
cruits and can have but 85 players on 
scholarship. The NCAA limit for all teams 
is 95. 

“It will affect us some in the fall,” Hall 
admitted of the scholarship penalty. 

The area where the Gators hurt the 
most, however, is in the line. 

“We lost seven of 10 interior linemen” 
on both sides of the ball, Hall said. The 
offense, which last year had a line that 
averaged around 290 pounds per man, 
was especially drained. Four of five start- 
ers are gone, including consensus All- 
America tackle Lomas Brown. Junior 
guard Jeff Zimmerman is the only hold- 
over. 

“It (the line) was so good last year we 
dictated that we would control the ball on 
offense,” Hall said. “We can’t dictate any- 
more.” 

Hall, a former quarterback himself, 
therefore may be forced to order the 


Throwin’ Mayoan, sophomore quarter- 
back Kerwin Bell of Mayo, Fla., to pass 
even more this year. As a freshman walk- 
on, Bell led the conference in passing effi- 
ciency and touchdown throws (16, tied 
with Vanderbilt’s Kurt Page). 

So, wide receivers Ricky Nattiel, who 
led the nation by averaging 15.7 yards per 
punt return, and Frankie Neal could be 
busy people this fall. 

Joining Bell in the backfield are run- 
ning backs Neal Anderson and John L. 
Williams, who combined for 1,709 yards 
rushing last season. 

Noseguard, where a redshirt freshman 
and a converted fullback were sharing 
the position in the spring, appears to be a 
weak spot on defense. Other than that and 
a couple of secondary slots, the Gators’ 
defense might just lead the league again 
in '85, thanks to such people as All-Ameri- 
ca linebacker Alonzo Johnson and sopho- 
more cornerback Jarvis Williams. 

Place-kicker Bobby Raymond, who con- 
verted 23 of 26 field-goal attempts last 
season, will be a difficult fellow for Flori- 
da to replace. Punter Ray Criswell, on the 
other hand, is back and is a plus for the 
Gators. 

What Vince Dooley would give for a 
running attack. The Georgia coach had a 
decent one last fall, averaging 202.5 yards 
per game, but leading rusher Andre 
(Pulpwood) Smith, who gained 655 yards 
(6.0 average) a year ago, left school for 
academic reasons. 

Dooley has four Parade All-Americas 
with which to construct a backfield. Soph- 
omores Lars Tate (421 yards rushing in 
84) and Cleveland Gary (240 yards) are 
back, and they will be joined by incoming 
freshmen Keith Henderson and Tim Wor- 
ley. 

The Bulldogs survived last season by 
running through a tough early schedule 
but bogged down and lost three in a row 
before tying Florida State in the Florida 
Citrus Bowl to finish with a 7-4-1 record. 

Quarterback, like running back, is long 
on quantity but short on experience. Still, 
the position should be more solid than last 
year. The new kid in the quarterback 
race is another Parade All-America, 
freshman Joey Hester, who graduated 
from high school early so he could partic- 
ipate in spring drills. Ahead of him are, in 
no particular order: sophomore James 
Jackson, the most valuable player in the 
Florida Citrus Bowl; part-time starter 
David Dukes, also a sophomore, and sen- 
ior Todd Williams, who has played most 
of the last two seasons but has yet to show 
he can lead the offense every week. Red- 
shirt freshman Wayne Johnson, still an- 
other former Parade All-America, could 
emerge as the leader. 

The Bulldogs’ offensive line, bolstered 
by center Keith Johnson, a victim of back 
problems in '84, returns 80 percent intact 


Continued 


1984 Record: 8-2-1; 2nd in conf., 4-1-1. 
Offense: Multiple. Defense: Multiple. 

Key Losses: Ricky Chatman, LB; Jeffery Dale, 
S; Liffort Hobley, S; Eric Martin, SE; Clay 
Parker, P; Lance Smith, OT. 

Starters Returning: Offense (5): Mitch An- 
drews, TE, 6-3/235, Sr.; Curt Gore, G, 6- 
4/255, Sr.; Dalton Hilliard, TB, 5-8/187, Sr.; 
Craig Rathjen, RB, 6-4/210, Jr.; Jeff Wicker- 
sham, QB, 6-2/197, Sr. Defense (7): Michael 
Brooks, LB, 6- 1/230, Jr.; Shawn Burks, LB, 6- 
2/220, Sr.; George Henriquez, NG, 6-3/239, 
Soph.; Tommy Clapp, DE/NG, 6-4/260, Soph.; 
Kevin Guidry, CB, 6-1/185, Soph.; Norman 
Jefferson, CB, 5-11/175, Jr.; Karl Wilson, E, 
6-5/250, Jr. 

Key Returnees: Eric Andolsek, OG, Soph.; Ro- 
land Barbay, NG, Jr. (RS/knee); Ray Brock, 
OL, Jr.; Waldon Cager, S, Sr.; Chris Carrier, S, 
Soph.; Toby Caston, LB, Jr.; Mike Cooley, NG, 
Soph. (RS/knee); John Hazard, DT, Jr.; Nick- 
ey Hazard, LB, Soph.; Glenn Holt, WR, Soph.; 
Garry James, RB, Sr.; Rogie Magee, FL, Soph.; 
Sammy Martin, RB, Soph.; Clarence Osborne, 
DT, Jr.; Henry Thomas, NG, Jr. (RS/knee). 
Top Newcomers: Jamie Bice, S; Eric Hill, LB; 
Tommy Hodson, QB; Randy Keiser, RB; Oliver 
Lawrence, LB; Chris Pettaway, OT. 


Coach: Billy Brewer (10-11-1, 2 years; 67-50- 
4 overall, 11 years) 

1984 Record: 4-6-1; T9th in conf., 1-5. 
Offense: Multiple. Defense: 52. 

Key Losses: Johnny Armstrong, S; Bob Blake- 
more, DT; Lee Davis, CB; James Harbour, FL; 
Arthur Humphrey, FB; Tim Moffett, SE; Freddie 
Joe Nunn, DE; Wayne Pierce, C; Greg Walker, 
OT; Barry Wilburn, S; Terry Williamson, NG. 
Starters Returning: Offense (6): Kent Austin, 
QB, 6-2/185, Sr.; Bobby Clark, G, 6-2/271, 
Sr.; Mario Perry, TE, 6-6/220, Jr.; Tony Ray- 
burn, G, 6-2/250, Sr.; Eric Sheehan, T, 6- 
4/262, Sr.; Nathan Wonsley, TB, 5-9/195, Sr. 
Defense (4): Dan Boyce, LB, 6-2/231, Sr.; 
Fuzzy Huddleston, LB, 6-2/228, Jr.; Benton 
Reed, T, 6-5/258, Sr.; Jay Webb, E, 6- 1/232, 
Sr. 

Key Returnees: J.R. Ambrose, SE, Soph.; Mike 
Fitzsimmons, DT, Jr.; Everett Flakes, S, Jr.; 
Ross Genovese, OT, Sr.; Jamie Holder, FL, Sr.; 
Todd Irvin, OT, Soph.; Reed Killion, LB, Sr.; 
Howard Moss, S, Soph.; Jeff Noblin, S, Jr.; Mi- 
chael Portis, NG, Sr.; Bill Smith, P, Jr.; Robert 
Smith, FB, Soph.; Eric Truitt, CB, Sr. 

Top Newcomers: Mark Answini, LB (RS); 
Derris Braison, QB; Antonio Harris, TB 
(RS/knee); James King, DT (RS/Knee); Chris 
Osgood, QB; Jay Schimmel, OT (RS). 


MISSISSIPPI STATE 


Coach: Emory Bellard (32-36, 6 years; 80-63 
overall, 13 years) 

1984 Record: 4-7; T9thin conf., 1-5. 

Offense: Multiple. Defense: 4-3. 

Key Losses: Corwyn Aldredge, TE; Joe Estay, 
OT; Tom Nichols, S; Danny Sanders, OG. 
Starters Returning: Offense (5): Louis Clark, 
WB, 6-2/205, Jr. (may switch to TE); Garry 
Frank, C, 6-3/270, Soph.; Kenny Rogers, TB, 
5- 10/205, Sr.; Stan Sims, G, 6-3/260, Soph.; 
Don Smith, QB, 6-1/195, Jr. Defense (10): 
Elvis Butler, T, 6-5/290, Sr.; Leon Cannon, LB, 
6-2/205, Sr.; Cedric Corse, LB, 6-3/215, 
Soph.; William French, E, 6-5/250, Soph.; Mike 
Guttuso, E, 6-3/230, Sr.; Kirby Jackson, CB, 
6-1/175, Jr.; R.J. McKenna, S, 6-4/200, Sr.; 
Aaron Pearson, LB, 6-2/235, Sr.; Bruce Plum- 
mer, CB, 6-1/185, Jr.; Pat Swoopes, T, 6- 
4/265, Sr. 

Key Returnees: Ermon Green, LB, Sr. (RS); 
Johnny Gussio, CB, Soph.; Drake Hurley, OT, 
Sr.; Brian Hutson, S/P, Soph.; Orlando Lundie, 
QB, Jr.; Alvin Robinson, OT, Jr. (missed six 
games w/knee). 

Top Newcomers: Tony Burks, DB (RS); 
Marcus Bush, TB; Anthony Butts, DL; Darrell 
Kenneybrew, SE; Jerry Leggett, DL (academic 
RS); Durward Minor, OT; Hank Phillips, TB 
(academic RS); Carl Terrell, TE (JUCO). 


TENNESSEE 


Coach: Johnny Majors (51-39-3, 8 years; 
108-82-5 overall, 17 years) 

1984 Record: 7-3-1; T5th in conf., 3-3. 
Offense: Pro-Set. Defense: 50. 

Key Losses: Jimmy Colquitt, P; Johnnie Jones, 
TB; Bill Mayo, OG; Raleigh McKenzie, C; Reg- 
gie McKenzie, LB; Fuad Reveiz, K; Tony Sim- 
mons, DT; Alvin Toles, LB; Carl Zander, LB. 
Starters Returning: Offense (8): David Doug- 
las, T, 6-4/276, Sr.; William Howard, FB, 6- 
0/221, Soph.; Tim McGee, WB, 5- 10/181, Sr.; 
Tony Robinson, QB, 6-3/187, Sr.; Jeff Smith, 
TE, Sr.; Eric Swanson, SE, 5- 11/185, Sr.; Todd 
Upton, G, 6-4/276, Sr.; Bruce Wilkerson, T, 6- 
5/262, Jr. Defense (6): Terry Brown,-CB 5- 
11/175, Jr.; Joe Cofer, LB, 5-11/193, Sr.; 
Charles Davis, DB, 6-3/190, Jr.; Dale Jones, 
LB, 6-2/222, Jr.; Robby Scott, MG, 6-1/263, 
Jr.; Tommy Sims, CB, 6-0/ 189, Sr. 

Key Returnees: Richard Cooper, DT, Soph.; 
Andre Creamer, CB, Soph.; Sam Henderson, 
FB, Jr. (RS/knee); Johnny Hibbett, OG/C, Jr.; 
Mark Hovanic, DT, Soph.; Terry McDaniel, WR, 
Soph.; Jesse Messimer, LB, Soph.; Charles 
Wilson, TB, Soph.; Kelly Ziegler, LB, Soph. 
Top Newcomers: Keith Davis, RB (RS); Joey 
Howard, L (JUCO); Bryan Hunt, L (transfer 
from Houston); Nate Middlebrooks, WR/TE 
(RS); David Pool, DB/WR; Eric Still, L. 


VANDERBILT 


Coach: George Macintyre (22-45, 6 years; 40- 
59 overall, 9 years) 

1984 Record: 5-6; T7th in conf., 2-4. 

Offense: Multiple. Defense: 4-3. 

Key Losses: Ricky Anderson, K/P; Jim Dralle, 
C; Keith Edwards, RB; Bill Fletcher, OG; Karl 
Jordan, DT; Joe Kelly, SE; Steve McCoy, LB; 
Rob Monaco, OT; Kurt Page, QB; Chuck Scott, 
FL; Manuel Young, S. 

Starters Returning: Offense (3): Jim Popp, 
TE, 6-6/245, Sr.; Will Wolford, T, 6-6/280, Sr.; 
Carl Woods, RB, 6-0/201, Jr. Defense (7): 
Thanh Anderson, CB, 5-11/170, Jr.; Armando 
Fitz, LB, 6-4/217, Jr.; Tim Johnson, S, 5- 
11/185, Jr.; Richard Stahl, E, 6-2/217, Soph.; 
Kermit Sykes, CB, 6-2/188, Sr.; Steve Wade, 
T, 6-3/270, Sr.; John Windham, E, 6-4/240, 
Sr. 

Key Returnees: Shayne Adair, C, Jr. (academ- 
ic RS); Everett Crawford, RB, Soph.; Chuck 
DeGroot, DE, Soph. (RS/knee); John Dwor- 
nick, DT, Sr.; Chris Gaines, LB, Soph.; Mark 
Herrmann, OT, Sr.; Daryl Holt, OG, Soph.; Jeff 
Holt, S, Sr.; David Logie, OG, Sr.; Carl Parker, 
WR, Soph. (RS/knee); Marvin Thomas, LB, 
Jr.; Mark Wracher, QB, Jr.; David Wurm, DE, 
Soph. 

Top Newcomers: Johnny Clark, K/P; Gerald 
Mitchell, FL (RS). 
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Kentucky quarterback Bill Ransdell has high hopes for a big 
1985 season after throwing for 1,748 yards in his sophomore 


year. 


but was frail and thin last season. What 
the offense may miss most, however, is 
consensus All-America place-kicker 
Kevin Butler. 

Linebacker Knox Culpepper and con- 
sensus All-America safety Jeff Sanchez 
will be noticeably absent on the Bulldog 
defense. The unit should be solid up front 
with Kenny Sims at middle guard, less so 
at linebacker. The secondary needs rein- 
forcements but has a strong foundation 
with cornerbacks Tony Flack and Gary 
Moss, the latter back from academic ine- 
ligibility last season, and safety John Lit- 
tle. 

“IT think we'll have a good competitive 
team, but it may be like last year,” Dooley 
said. “I think we'll be down a year or two. 
We rode that crest so long. It’s hard to 
stay there this day and time.” 

Kentucky Coach Jerry Claiborne hopes 
to keep alive the Wildcats’ string of back- 
to-back bowl appearances. Before he ar- 
rived in 1982, Kentucky had gone to only 
one bowl game in the previous 30 years. 

The Wildcats return essentially intact 
on offense. Of course, Claiborne said, “we 


lost George Adams, and that isn’t exactly 
returning intact.” 

Adams was Kentucky’s leading rusher 
(1,085 yards) and receiver (33 receptions 
for 330 yards) last season, and he bore the 
brunt of an offense that carried the team 
to a 9-3 record (including a Hall of Fame 
Bowl victory over Wisconsin). 

Running back Mark Higgs, a freshman 
sensation a year ago, suffered a knee in- 
jury in spring drills that will prevent him 
from playing until October, so the back- 
field may be a soft area unless junior 
Mark Logan can firm it up. 

Quarterback Bill Ransdell is back after 
completing 55.6 percent of his passes for 
1,748 yards as a sophomore. Ransdell, 
however, will be without his top wide re- 
ceivers from last year and his No. 1 tight 
end. 

Claiborne’s defense, the famous six- 
man-line unit, should be fairly strong 
again this season behind the play of cor- 
nerback Maurice Douglass, linebacker 
Larry Smith, end Brian Williams and tack- 
le Jon Dumbauld. 

Overall, though, the Wildcats may have 
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a few too many holes to make a bowl- 
game hat trick very likely, although a 
schedule that keeps them at home the 
first five weeks of the season should be 
advantageous. 

Don Smith gives Mississippi State per- 
haps the most multipurpose and danger- 
ous quarterback in the conference. 

The junior was just getting going when 
a shoulder injury sidelined him late last 
autumn. By that time he had run for 545 
yards and nine touchdowns, which put 
him 10th in the conference in rushing— 
not bad for a quarterback. Although he 
completed only 42.6 percent of his passes, 
he averaged 16.5 yards per reception. 

Only four other starters return around 
him on offense, so the Bulldogs will rely 
heavily on defense. And, in Coach Emory 
Bellard’s case, that would be a pleasure. 

“We're going to be a lot more experi- 
enced than we have been in the past three 
years,” Bellard said of his defense, which 
lost only one ’84 starter. 

Defensive tackles Pat Swoopes and 
Elvis Butler give Bellard a stubborn front. 
Aaron Pearson, who grew from a 5-10, 
180-pound back into a 6-2, 235-pound mid- 
dle linebacker, was the conference's 
third-leading tackler with 148 last season. 
Safety R.J. McKenna leads the secondary. 

Defense carried Mississippi through 
the '84 season. This year it’s the offense’s 
turn. Quarterback Kent Austin again will 
lead the Rebels following a junior season 
in which he hit 58.6 percent of his passes 
for 1,889 yards but only eight touchdowns. 

The Rebels return four starters on de- 
fense and will be forced to throw several 
young players into the fire right away. 
The entire secondary is gone, as is awe- 
some defensive end Freddie Joe Nunn. 

The best Ole Miss defender could well 
be junior punter Bill Smith, who finished 
second in the nation last year with a 47.7- 
yard average. 

Vanderbilt’s leading scorer (as a place- 
kicker) and the nation’s leading punter, 
consensus All-America Ricky Anderson, 
has graduated. Also gone are quarterback 
Kurt Page, who led the conference with 
2,405 yards passing in the Commodores’ 
one-back offense, and Page’s two favorite 
targets, flanker Chuck Scott and running 
back Keith Edwards. 

While the offense moves to a two-back 
set and rebuilds around quarterback 
Mark Wracher, running back Carl (Goo 
Baby) Woods (688 yards rushing) and 
tackle Will Wolford, the defense appears 
to be a Vanderbilt strong point. The Com- 
modores were last in the SEC in defense, 
yielding 377.3 yards and 25.2 points per 
game in ’84, but that situation should im- 
prove. 

“Defensively, we're in pretty good 
shape,” Coach George MacIntyre said. 
Charles Hollis covers college sports for the Bir- 
mingham News. 


Chuck Finder covers college sports for the Bir- 
mingham News. 


Western’s Dr. Defense 


John Offerdahl 
Heals Broncos’ 
Defensive Woes 


By JACK CARLE 


Jack Harbaugh and Gary Mattison are 
entitled to a smirk or two. 

It’s been three years since Harbaugh, 
Western Michigan’s head coach, and Mat- 
tison, Western's linebacker coach, dis- 
covered their diamond in the rough. They 
watched silently as that diamond devel- 
oped into a high-quality gem and began to 
pay big dividends on the football field. 

Dr. Defense, alias John Offerdahl, is a 
shining example of what hard work and 
determination can accomplish. The 230- 
pound linebacker has been Western’s 
ticket to respectability for three years 
and his dominating presence may be the 
Broncos’ ticket to bigger and better things 
in 1985. 

“He is what college athletics is all 
about,” Harbaugh said. “He has determi- 
nation, is a tremendous competitor and 
has the desire to excel. John has risen toa 
level far beyond what you could have ever 
guessed. He’s a leader and is very dedi- 
cated; he has a great work ethic.” 

It was 1982 when Harbaugh, beginning 
his first season as head coach at Western, 
and Mattison watched film of a 185-pound 
tight end from a high school in Ft. Atkin- 
son, Wis., a town of about 10,000 between 
Madison and Milwaukee. He was not ex- 
actly the prototype athlete they were 
after. 

“We saw him on film as a tight end (Of- 
ferdahl also played linebacker in high 
school) and he just stayed after them 
when he was blocking,” Mattison said. 
“We could also see that he was always 
around the football. 

“He is a very, very intense football play- 
er, a good student and we just had a 
hunch that he could play.” 

Still, the Broncos hedged their bet. 
They offered Offerdahl a partial scholar- 
ship and the high school senior jumped at 
the chance, turning down full scholarships 
to several Division I-AA and Division II 
schools. 

“T thought I was good enough to play 
Division I football,” Offerdahl said. “I was 
young for my grade and only about 185 
pounds in high school, so not many people 
looked at me. I’m not bitter or anything. 
I’m just glad I got a chance to prove my- 
self.” 

It didn't take long for Harbaugh to dis- 
cover what he had. After Offerdahl’s sec- 
ond day of contact drills during fall prac- 
tice of his freshman year, he was given a 
full scholarship. 
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Western Michigan linebacker John Offerdahl, who has hopes of 
one day becoming a doctor, has his immediate sights set on a 
Mid- American Conference title. 


“I was worried about getting an oppor- 
tunity to be looked at, but someone got 
hurt and I got a chance,” Offerdahl said. 
“I at least wanted to make a mark my 
first year, but I ended up playing a lot.” 

That Offerdahl made a mark is an un- 
derstatement. 

He played in all but one game (he sat 
out because of an injury) his freshman 
season and quickly made a name for him- 
self. He led the Broncos in tackles with 
149, including 54 solo efforts, and finished 
second in the Mid-American Conference. 

Not satisfied with second best, Offer- 
dahl worked on increasing his weight and 
strength between his freshman and sopho- 
more seasons and came back with a 194- 
tackle year (a 17.6 per game average, 103 
solos). That total, a Western Michigan 
record, was good enough to lead the con- 
ference and resulted in a first-team berth 
on the All-MAC team. 

Offerdahl continued to work out in the 
subsequent off-season and played his jun- 
ior year at 215 pounds. Again he led the 
conference in tackles, this time with 182 
(a 16.5 per game average, 95 solos), and 


again was named first-team All-MAC. 

“IT would still like to gain more weight,” 
said Offerdahl. “We were all working out 
in the winter together, but I have lifted at 
home for the past two summers.” 

Offerdahl, who was able to bench press 
only 225 pounds as a freshman, is now up 
to 375. Another major asset is his 4.75 
speed in the 40-yard dash. That speed, 
Mattison says, means trouble for opposing 
ballcarriers. 

“We put our linebackers in a position to 
attack the football and John does an ex- 
ceptional job of getting to the football,” 
Mattison said. “He is able to sprint to the 
football. He has made some fabulous div- 
ing tackles for us. It seems like he just 
keeps extending his arms.” 

But there’s more to Offerdahl than 
meets the eye. A major reason why he 
ranks among the top linebackers in the 
country is that he also excels in pass de- 
fense. 

“‘He’s such a great pass-dropper; he 
controls the middle for us,” Mattison said. 


Continued 
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“If he has any shortcoming, it’s coaching. 
He will be as good as you can make him. 
He'll work every minute that you can 
spend with him, but he’s humble, almost 
shy about his ability.” 

Offerdahl says he goes to the football 
office every day during the season to 
watch films for at least one hour and that 
the additional work has made him a bet- 
ter player. 

“TI think I have a knack for getting to 
the ball and that has to do with the recog- 
nition of the play,” Offerdahl said. “I’m 
supposed to get the tackles without giving 
them too many yards. 

“This is a running league, but it’s 
changing now with some of the passing 
teams like Bowling Green. I think the cali- 
ber of ball has improved since I’ve been 
at Western.” 

So has the caliber of linebacking. The 
self-confident, explosive Offerdahl that 
Bronco fans proudly watch on the football 
field is the same kid who almost gave up 
the sport between his sophomore and jun- 
ior years in high school. 

“T felt like quitting before my junior 
year, but my two sisters talked me into 
going out,” Offerdahl said. “I guess it was 
peer pressure on me, but it (football) 
turned out to be my best (sport). Every- 
thing turned out pretty good.” 

College life is not all football for Offer- 
dahl. The 6-foot-4 senior-to-be carries a 2.9 
grade-point average in bio-medicine and 
harbors the dream of someday becoming 
a doctor. 

“I have high hopes of getting into medi- 
cal school, but I have to work on my 
grades,” Offerdahl said. “There have been 
some hard classes; chemistry, physics, 
mathematics. There are a lot of alterna- 
tives in that field and I still want to be in 
medicine.” 

“T think more than football, John has 
shown he is a quality young man,” Har- 
baugh said. “He has the goal of being a 
doctor and that’s very important to him.” 

So important that football and studies 
sometimes butt heads. 

“There have been a lot of games where 
I feel I let people down and let myself 
down by not playing up to my potential,” 
Offerdahl said. “That carried over to the 
classroom and I think that really hurt 
me.” 

“He's such a conscientious kid, that the 
pressure of dropping to a 2.9 really de- 
pressed him,” Mattison said. ‘“He’s not 
going to alter his goal of being a doctor, 
but he might have to prolong it. If he says 
he’s going to do something, you can bet 
that he will.” 

Offerdahl is not lacking for incentive. 

“I’m scared to let other people down 
and also let myself down. I think that mo- 
tivates me,” he said. “I think I have some 
reserved self-confidence on the field, but 
I’m not cocky or boastful. 

“I have kind of waited my turn, but it’s 


time for me to be a leader; that’s what I 
should be and I have to take that responsi- 
bility. 

“I want to be mentally prepared to play 
every game and I expect to be in on a lot 
of tackles, if I’m ready to play.” 

Offerdahl is hoping that he can lead the 
Broncos to the upper division of the MAC 
this season. 

“This is the most talented team we 
have had in my years at Western Michi- 
gan. I have a good feeling about this year. 
I'm tired of being 5-6 (the Broncos’ 1984 
record),” Offerdahl said. “The leadership, 
attitude and enthusiasm has kind of erod- 
ed in the last three years. There is a chal- 
lenge there this year.” 

The Broncos are 18-13-2 overall and 12- 
13-2 in the MAC in Offerdahl’s three years. 
The best season was his freshman year 
when Western was 7-2-2 overall and 5-2-2 
in the MAC, good for second place. 

While Offerdahl is hoping for a good 
senior season, a Winning campaign for the 
Broncos and a possible MAC title and sub- 
sequent trip to the California Bowl, there 
could still be football in his future. 

“Without a doubt he can play profes- 
sional football,”’ Mattison said. “I’m bi- 
ased, but in the four years in the MAC 
watching players, if anyone has a chance, 
it’s him. 

“He has all the numbers. What he 
means to a team and what he does on the 
field sometimes can’t be measured. 

“If he sets out to do it, he'll make it.” 


CONFERENCE 
PREVIEW 


Jerry Pettibone’s title and mailing ad- 
dress may have changed, but his philoso- 
phy hasn't. 

Pettibone, the new head coach at 
Northern Illinois and a former recruiting 
wizard at Oklahoma, Nebraska and Texas 
A&M, is still in the business of selling re- 
cruits on the merits of his school’s football 
program. And the fact that Pettibone is 
now plying his trade in DeKalb, Ill., and 
not in such football hot spots as Norman, 
Okla., Lincoln, Neb., or College Station, 
Tex., makes no difference to him. 

“We dwell on the positive aspects of 
Northern Illinois,” Pettibone said. “We 
want to let them (the recruits) know they 
have the opportunity to be part of a pro- 
gram that can challenge to be the domi- 
nant team in the Mid-American Confer- 
ence, as well as play against Iowa, 
Wisconsin, West Virginia and Miami of 
Florida. 

“That’s the same things I tried to do at 
Oklahoma, Nebraska and Texas A&M— 
sell the positive aspects of the program. It 
was successful at those schools, and we 
are going to employ that same philosophy 
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at Northern Illinois. 

“Recruiting was important for us, but I 
think it is also important to stabilize the 
program. For some of these 18-, 19- and 
20-year-old young men, this is the third dif- 
ferent coach and system they have had.” 

Two seasons ago, Bill Mallory capped a 
four-year tenure at Northern Illinois by 
coaching the Huskies to a 9-2 regular-sea- 
son record, the Mid-American Conference 
championship and a victory in the Califor- 
nia Bowl. When Mallory moved on to Indi- 
ana in 1984, he was succeeded by Lee 
Corso. After coaching Northern Illinois to 
a 4-6-1 mark (3-5-1 in the MAC) last sea- 
son, Corso left DeKalb to become coach of 
the Orlando Renegades of the United 
States Football League. 

Pettibone has worked with such 
coaches as Chuck Fairbanks, Barry 
Switzer and Tom Osborne as an assistant 
coach and has helped each coach's pro- 
gram by recruiting some of the best high 
school players in the country. 

At Northern Illinois, Pettibone not only 
has to recruit against other Mid-American 
schools, but he must go against many Big 
Ten schools in the quest for talent. 

“We rarely run into MAC schools when 
we are recruiting,” Pettibone said. “We 
recruit against the Big Ten schools when 
we are in the Chicago area. We always 
see Northwestern, Wisconsin, lowa and 
Illinois. 

“I think we've had a good year. We 
signed 28 players, and if you use the Chi- 
cago Sun-Times Top 100 as a gauge, 15 of 
those players we signed were on that list. 

“For this first recruiting class at North- 
ern Illinois, I think that's a pretty good 
start.” 

Besides running into Wisconsin, Iowa 
and Northwestern on the recruiting trail, 
Northern Illinois will go head-to-head on 
the field against those Big Ten teams on 
successive Saturdays this season. And 
West Virginia and Miami (Florida) are on 
future Huskies schedules. 

Pettibone, bracing for the Huskies’ 
tough schedule, has installed the veer at 
Northern Illinois in an effort to fire up an 
attack that ranked ninth in total offense in 
the MAC last year. 

“The first goal is to teach the founda- 
tions of the veer, second is to learn how to 
execute it and third is understanding it to 
the point of being able to actually execute 
it,”” Pettibone said. “The bulk of the re- 
sponsibility is on the offensive line and the 
quarterback, and the personnel (at North- 
ern Illinois) is very good for the veer.” 

Pete Genatempo returns at quarter- 
back after earning MAC Freshman of the 
Year honors in 1984. Genatempo will be 
challenged by sophomore Marshall Tay- 
lor and junior Darry! Taylor. Marshall 
Taylor ran the veer offense in high 
school, and Darryl Taylor saw some ac- 
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Quarterback Brian McClure, who has passed for 7,606 yards in 
three seasons, is the moving force behind Bowling Green’s 


high-powered offense. 


tion last season for the Huskies. 

In the backfield are veterans Joel Kin- 
kade and Darryl Richardson. Richardson, 
a senior, rushed for 1,024 yards as a sopho- 
more. 

Todd Peat is the top returning offensive 
lineman. He was a first-team All-MAC se- 
lection at guard in 1984. 

Pettibone is confident that Northern 
Illinois’ defense will be solid. 

“The carry-over in what they learned a 
year ago puts the defense ahead of the 
offense,” the coach said. “The continuity 
is there.” 

Scott Kellar, who had 20 tackles for 109 
yards in losses last season while winning 
All-MAC recognition at tackle, heads the 
defense and is worthy of All-America con- 
sideration. Another quality player is nose- 
guard Doug Bartlett, who was a second- 
team all-league pick in ‘84. 

Northern Illinois might need a little 
time to adapt to the veer offense and Pet- 
tibone may need more than a little time to 
recruit the kind of personnel he wants. 
But considering Pettibone’s track record, 
Northern Illinois bears watching. 

Bowling Green State has compiled the 
best MAC record, 21-6, in the last three 
years, mainly because of the passing of 
Brian McClure. 

The 6-foot-6 McClure, who in his first 
three seasons passed for 7,606 yards and 
45 touchdowns while completing 63.8 per- 
cent of his attempts, returns for his senior 
year. 

McClure, who threw for 2,951 yards last 
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year, needs 2,974 yards passing in 1985 to 
break Doug Flutie’s NCAA Division I-A ca- 
reer record of 10,579. 

Denny Stolz, the dean of MAC coaches 
after eight years at Bowling Green, has 
always had the passing game in his of- 
fense. It’s just that McClure has taken it to 
another level. 

“We had the philosophy of throwing the 
ball in 1977-'78-'79," Stolz said. “The stats 
were just not there. The offense was 
ahead of its time.” 

Stolz has been an advocate of the pass- 
ing game since his involvement with the 
Michigan State program from 1971 
through 1975 (two years as an assistant 
coach, three seasons as head coach). 

“You can move the ball quicker and 
with fewer people if you take time to de- 
velop the passing game,” Stolz said. “It 
was not a popular position in this part of 
the country at that time since the Michi- 
gan and Ohio State influence spills over to 
all levels of football. 

“When (Stanford Coach) John Ralston 
beat Ohio State and Michigan back-to- 
back in the Rose Bowl (in 1971 and 1972), 
that proved to me you can do it (pass) 
against the best people in the country.” 

Bowling Green’s passing game utilizes 
all eligible receivers, as evidenced by the 
fact that five Falcons caught 37 passes or 
more in 1984, “Other teams try to become 
good at one phase of passing,” Stolz said. 
“We try to be good at all phases.” 

Only one of those receivers, Mark Dow- 
dell, is gone this season. Dowdell was the 
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tight end who made 55 catches in 1984 
after hauling in 70 passes in 1983. 

Although Stolz calls the tight end spot 
the hub of Bowling Green's passing of- 
fense, there is a good possibility that the 
Falcons can go with three wide-outs at 
various times this season. 

Wide receiver Stan Hunter has caught 
115 passes in the last two years for more 
than 1,800 yards. Joe Boxley made 46 
catches for 713 yards in 1984 after coming 
to Bowling Green from the junior-college 
ranks. Boxley is the flanker. 

The third wide receiver in the picture is 
Greg Meehan, who missed all of last sea- 
son with a knee injury. Meehan proved a 
valuable possession receiver two years 
ago, catching 42 passes for 474 yards be- 
fore being injured in the sixth game of the 
season. 

However, none of the wide-outs led the 
Falcons in receptions in 1984. Bernard 
White caught a team-high 56 passes for 
400 yards from his tailback spot and also 
rushed 247 times for 1,036 yards. He re- 
turns. 

McClure, Hunter, White, Dowdell and 
center Brian Johnson (like Dowdell, a 
senior in '84) were all first-team All-MAC 
picks last fall. In addition, McClure was 
the league's Offensive Player of the Year 
for the second straight season and he won 
the 1984 Jefferson Trophy, presented to 
the MAC’s Most Valuable Player. 

Stolz is hoping that Darryl Story can re- 
turn to form after sitting out last season. 
In 1983, tailback Story was Bowling 
Green’s leading rusher with 724 yards and 
caught 37 passes for an additional 239 
yards. 

While Bowling Green has the skilled 
people to make the passing game operate, 
the biggest problem could be finding play- 
ers for the offensive line. Gone are four 
veteran linemen, including three four- 
year lettermen. 

“There is no question that we have to 
do some work on the offensive line,” said 
Stolz, whose Falcons were 7-2 in the MAC 
and 8-3 overall in ‘84. “Our Number | pri- 
ority is protection. Very few people get 
home free against us.” 

The Bowling Green defense returns 
eight starters. 

Troy Dawson and Chris Hartman are 
the main linebackers for the Falcons. 
Dawson was a second-team all-league 
pick and the third-leading tackler in the 
MAC, averaging 14.3 stops per game. He 
also tied for second in the league with five 
interceptions. 

Melvin Marshall, a first-team All-MAC 
pick, returns at cornerback. And three- 
year letterman Mike Foor will anchor the 
defensive line from his tackle spot. 

“Our defense is going to continue to im- 
prove,” Stolz said. “We led the league in 
pass defense (allowing 150.5 yards per 
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TSN’s Predictions 


. Bowling Green State 
. Central Michigan 

. Northern Illinois 

. Toledo 

. Ohio University 

. Miami (O.) 

. Western Michigan 

. Eastern Michigan 

. Ball State 

. Kent State 


Players to Watch 


(Not including players on All- America Checklist) 
BRAD SAAR 
Linebacker Ball State 


TROY DAWSON 


Linebacker Bowling Green State 


STAN HUNTER 


Wide Receiver Bowling Green State 


MELVIN MARSHALL 


Cornerback Bowling Green State 


BERNARD WHITE 


Tailback Bowling Green State 


JOHN DeBOER 
Split End Central Michigan 


KEVIN EGNATUK 


Linebacker Central Michigan 


STEVE SKLENAR 


Linebacker Central Michigan 
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Eastern Michigan 


MAURICE ELDRIDGE 


Offensive Tackle Kent State 
DERRICK NIX 

Running Back Kent State 
TONY STEPHENS 


Linebacker Kent State 


GEORGE SWARN 
Tailback Miami (0O.) 


TODD PEAT 


Offensive Guard Northern lIilinois 


CURT PARDRIDGE 
Split End Northern Illinois 


DARRYL RICHARDSON 


Tailback Northern Illinois 


SHERMAN CARTER 


Defensive Lineman Ohio University 


BRENT WILLIAMS 


Defensive Tackle Toledo 


OTIS CHEATHEM 


Running Back Western Michigan 


KELLY SPIELMAKER 
Tight End Western Michigan 
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BALL STATE 


Coach: Paul Schudel (first year at Ball St.) 
1984 Record: 3-8; T6th in conf., 3-5. 

Offense: |-formation, Defense: 52. 

Key Losses: Mark Boggs, OT; Mike Brown, LB; 
Mike Davis, NG; Mike Leuck, TE; Dale Mercer, 
DE; Terrell Smith, WB. 

Starters Returning: Offense (8): Robert 
Adams, QB, 6-3/192, Sr.; Burt Austin, TB, 5- 
5/164, Jr.; Steve Dennis, G, 6-4/245, Sr.; 
Ricky George, WR, 6-0/175, Jr.; Craig 
Kantner, G, 6-3/239, Jr.; Ed Konopasek, T, 6- 
5/260,Sr.; Jim Minick, C, 6-3/235, Sr.; Jay 
Neal, FB, 6-0/214, Jr. Defense (8); Jerome 
Davis, T, 6-1/265, Sr.; Darren Martin, CB, 5- 
8/183, Sr.; Brad Saar, LB. 6-1/223, Sr,; Stu 
Skibinski, E, 6- 1/202, Sr.; Jeff Warner, CB, 5- 
11/187, Sr.; Mike Willis, T, 6-4/258, Sr.; Kevin 
Young, S, 5-11/196, Sr.; Stanford Young, CB, 
5-11/166, Soph. 

Key Returnees: Neil Britt, QB, Sr.; Carlton 
Campbell, RB, Jr; Deon Chester, Wr, Soph.; 
Todd Clark, S, Jr. (medical RS); Ron Duncan, 
TE, 6-4/228, Soph.; Avis Hines, DB, Jr.; Wade 
Kosakowski, QB, Soph.; Thomas Howard, DB, 
Jr.; Troy Schultz, DL, Soph. 

Top Newcomers: Mark Wesson, OL; Jason 
Whitlock, OL; Joel Wilson, FB. 


BOWLING GREEN STATE 


Coach: Denny Stolz (45-44-1, 8 years; 98-73- 
1 overall, 17 years) 

1984 Record: 8-3; 2nd |n cont., 7-2. 

Offense: Multiple. Defense: Multiple. 

Key Losses: Vic Cales, OT; Mark Dowdell, TE; 
Dean Hall, OT; Brian Johnson, C; Joe Prchlik, 
NT; Shawn Simms, DE; Stu Tolle, DT; Gehad 
Youssef, K. 

Starters Returning: Offense (6): Dave Bittner, 
G, 6-0/248, Sr.; Joe Boxley, FL, 5-9/161, Sr.; 
Stan Hunter, WR, 6-2/ 183, Sr.; Brian McClure, 
QB, 6-6/225, Sr.; George Schmeizle, FB, 6- 
1/227, Sr.; Bernard White, TB, 5-9/202, Sr, 
Defense (8): Dean Bryson, DB, 5-10/199, Jr.; 
Troy Dawson, LB, 6-1/240, Sr.; Sean Dykes, 
DB, 5-10/ 169, Sr.; Mike Foor, T, 6-2/248, Sr.; 
Chris Hartman, LB, 6-0/221, Sr.; Melvin 
Marshall, DB, 5-7/192, Sr.; Brian Munson, DB, 
5-8/ 189, Jr.; Vince Villanucci, T, 6-2/227, Sr. 
Key Returnees: Gerald Bayless, TE, Jr.; John 
Hunter, DE, Jr.; Greg A. Johnson, P, Jr.; Greg 
Meehan, FL, Sr. (RS/knee); Ken Rankin, SE, 
Soph.; Dan Schriner, OT, Sr.; Paul Silvi, K, Jr.; 
Darryl! Story, TB, Jr. (suspended in 1984); Phil 
Walker, DT, Jr. (RS/shoulder). 

Top Newcomers: Tom Addie, DE; Eric Helge- 
sen, C (JUCQO); Mike Joyce, OT (JUCO); Mark 
Nelson, OT (JUCO). 


CENTRAL MICHIGAN 


Coach: Herb Deromedi (57- 17-3, 7 years) 
1984 Record: 8-2-1; 3rd in conf., 6-2-1. 
Offense: Multiple. Defense: 52. 

Key Losses: Curtis Adams, TB; Rich Baskins, 
TE: Mike Bevier, LB; Jim Bowman, S; Pat 
Brackett, DT; Bob DeMarco, QB; Terry Goo- 
dell, OG; Ted Hollern, WR; Mike Kenealy, S. 
Starters Returning: Offense (4): Mike Brun- 
ner, C, 6-3/250, Sr.; John DeBoer, SE, 6- 
4/195, Sr.; Rick Poljan, T, 6-3/245, Jr.; Brian 
Williams, T, 6-6/280, Jr.; Defense (4): Anth- 
ony Elliott, CB, 6-0/ 180, Jr.; Carl Kloosterman, 
CB, 6-2/200, Sr.; Pete Panelli, MG, 6-1/201, 
Steve Sklenar, LB, 6-3/215, Sr. 

Key Returnees: Tony Brown, RB, Sr.; Mike 
Bruns, LB, Jr.; Marcelle Carruthers, QB, Sr.; 
Kyke Curtiss, TE, Jr.; Mike Dillon, OG, Soph.; 
Kevin Eganatuk, LB, Sr. (RS/broken foot); 
Phil Hendrix, FB, Soph.; Joe Kellogg, S, Soph.; 
Major Metcalf, WR, Jr.; Mike Ryan, LB, Bob 
Stebbins, TE, Soph.; Roland Stevens, SE, Jr.; 
Clint Wilkerson, TB, Soph.; Chris Wise, LB, 
Soph,; Phil Zielinski, LB, Soph. 

Top Newcomers: Matt Burns, LB (RS); Dan 
Flores, OT; Brad Golembieski, LB (RS); Melvin 
Houston, WR (RS); Randy Levels, QB; John 
Rathje, S; George Ricumstrict, LB; Jim Scott, 
TE (RS); Rick Sellers, LB; Brian Smalibone, 
OT (RS); Dave Whitaker, TB. 


N. Illinois’ Pete Genatempo. 


EASTERN MICHIGAN 


Coach: Jim Harkema (3-17-2, 2 years) 

1984 Record: 2-7-2; 10th in conf., 2-5-2. 
Offense: |-formation, Defense: 4-3. 

Key Losses: Jim Durham, LB; Jerry Gaydash, 
FB; Derrin Powell, FL; Rick Simpson, SE; Mike 
Smith, OT; Derron Vernon, TB. 

Starters Returning: Offense (6): Brian Clouse, 
G, 6-3/235, Soph.; Dale Boone, T, 6-3/260, 
Sr.; Robert Gordon, QB, 6-0/185, Sr.; Marcus 
Matthews, SE, 6-0/ 180, Jr.; Steve Nofs, TE, 6- 
4/218, Soph.; Brett Petersmark, C, 6-3/260, 
Jr. Defense (9): Jamie Brooks, E/T, 6-1/215, 
Jr.; Mike Burns, T/E, 6-4/218, Soph.; Jerry 
Clayton, CB, 6-0/195, Jr.; Robert Copprue, E, 
6-2/215, Sr.; Anthony Fields, S, 6- 1/180, Jr.; 
Matt Finlay, LB, 6-2/225, Jr.; Derrick Holmes, 
CB, 5-11/170, Sr.; Joe Palka, LB, 5-10/200, 
Jr.; Mike Skiver, DB, 6- 1/195, Jr. 

Key Returnees: Bobby Anderson, FL, Sr.; 
Mario Ferretti, K, Sr.; Paul Haddix, FB, Sr,; 
Evan Hicks, OT, Soph.; Bob Hirschmann, P, 
Sr.; Tom Kiefer, LB, Soph.; Steve Lewis, DE, 
Sr.; Gary Patton, TB, Soph.; Mark Peterson, 
DT, Sr.; Tom Redilla, TE, Jr.; Robert Thomp- 
son, DB, Sr. 

Top Newcomers: Brian Carter, WR; Jim Colo- 
simo, L; Curtis Garrett, RB; Mark McHugh, L; 
Phil Solatka, L (JUCO); Eric Towe, L. 


KENT STATE 


Coach: Dick Scesniak (5-17, 2 years) 

1984 Record: 4-7; T8th in conf., 3-6. 

Offense: |-formation. Defense: 4-3. 

Key Losses: Tony DeLeon, P/K; Randy Hicks, 
DE; Ken Hughes, SE; Greg Powell, S; Stu Ray- 
burn, QB; Joe Rucky, TE; Derrick Damuels, CB. 
Starters Returning: Offense (7): Bill Bernard, 
C, 6-1/242, Sr.; Stefan Craig, G, 6-3/239, Jr.; 
Andy Cregan, G, 6-1/244, Sr.; Maurice El- 
dridge, T, 6-3/253, Sr.; Derrick Nix, TB, 5- 
8/190, Jr.; Mike Virgin, FB, 6-0/210, Jr.; Roger 
Weber, T, 6-5/233, Sr. Defense (6): Lee Bul- 
lington, T, 6-5/248, Sr.; Louls Jefferson, E, 6- 
2/214, Sr.; Stuart Simms, S, 6-0/ 187, Jr.; Tony 
Stephens, LB, 6-2/222, Soph.; Tim Viscuso, 
LB, 6-1/196, Jr.; Bert Weidner, LB, 6-3/224, 
Soph. 

Key Returnees: Eric Dye, SE, Soph.; Eric Flon- 
noy, DT, Soph.; Robert Golden, FB, Soph.; 
Jamie Howell, DE, Soph.; Jim Kilbane, WR, Sr.; 
Steve Lyle, OB, Jr.; Tim Phillips, QB, Jr.; Rick 
Taute, LB, Soph.; Tony Wells, DB, Soph. 

Top Newcomers: David Bateman, L; Henry 
Beards, RB; Jim Bell, L; Mark Cunningham, 
QB; John D'Apolito, QB; Greg Dykes, WR; 
Kevin Kels, CB; Todd Kinder, WR; Steve Pike, 
L; Steve Poth, QB (RS); Van Shelton, RB; Jeff 
Stepanik, L; Eric Wilkerson, RB. 
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game in '84) and were right up there in 
total defense (third in the MAC, yielding 
297.4 yards per game). 

“We have to work on some depth there, 
but our defense should be sound." 

In the kicking game, the Falcons return 
Greg A. Johnson, a second-team all-league 
punter with a 40.3-yard average. Gehad 
Youssef, Bowling Green’s place-kicker, 
has departed after scoring 231 points in 
four years. Paul Silvi is being counted on 
to fill the place-kicking opening. 

Toledo was the MAC champion in 1984, 
finishing 7-1-1 in the league and 8-2-1 over- 
all. Although Toledo dropped a 30-13 deci- 
sion to Nevada-Las Vegas in the Califor- 
nia Bowl, the Rockets were awarded the 
victory after UNLV was found guilty of 
using ineligible players. 

“They beat us on the field, it's just an 
asterisk," Rockets Coach Dan Simrell said 
of the California Bowl forfeit triumph. 
“We're just glad that we got to go. We 
were the first team to go in 1981 and one 
of our goals was to be the first team to 
repeat and we did that in 1984,” 

Simrell builds the Rocket program 
around defense, and he has eight starters 
back from a defensive unit that was sec- 
ond-best in the MAC last season, allowing 
only 264.4 yards per game. 

Although the Toledo defense lost three 
key performers, including two first-team 
All-MAC choices, there is talent on the de- 
fensive unit. 

End Bob Beemer and tackle Brent Wil- 
liams head the defensive line. Beemer 
tied for the MAC lead in tackles for losses 
in 1984 with 20, and Williams was first- 
team all-league. 

At linebacker, Tim Inglis returns after 
finishing 10th in the league with an aver- 
age of 11.8 tackles per game. 

While the Rocket defense remains for- 
midable, the offense has only four starters 
returning and lost three first-team All- 
MAC selections, 

The key to Toledo's offense might be 
A.J. Sager’s development at quarterback. 
Sager completed 55.6 percent of his 
passes last fall for 1,510 yards and six 
touchdowns. 

“We will start with our defense and 
then hope the new people can come in 
and carry their weight, especially on the 
offensive line and in the kicking game,” 
Simrell said. 

Attempting to keep Bowling Green and 
Toledo out of the top spot will be Central 
Michigan, a team hurt by injuries last 
season. The Chippewas still managed a 6- 
2-1 MAC record and an 8-2-1 overall mark. 

“Tf there is any blessing in our injuries, 
it was that we gained some experience in 
several positions,” said Herb Deromedi, 
who is starting his eighth year as Central 
Michigan coach. “We had people respond 
to the starting roles and now we have 
them back.” 

Central Michigan will have to compen- 


sate for the loss of Curtis Adams, the top 
rusher in the MAC last season. Tony 
Brown is the top candidate to replace 
Adams. 

“Tony played in a game when Curtis 
was injured and he gained 175 yards," 
Deromedi said. “He's one of those individ- 
uals who has the potential to be a 100- 
yard-per-game rusher.” 

Deromedi is hoping that quarterback 
Ron Fillmore can return to form after sul- 
fering a knee injury last season. Derome- 
di protected Fillmore in spring practice, 
not allowing any contact with the key to 
the Chippewas' option attack. 

Although Deromedi is hopeful of Fill- 
more’s return, sophomore Marcelle Car- 
ruthers is being groomed as the No. 1 
quarterback, 

Central Michigan's quarterback will 
have John DeBoer as a target. DeBoer 
caught 40 passes for 831 yards and nine 
touchdowns in 1984 and won first-team 
All-MAC honors. 

On defense, the Chippewas return end 
Steve Sklenar and linebacker Kevin Egna- 
tuk. Sklenar was a first-team all-league 
player last season. 

Paul Schudel, the new coach at Ball 
State, acknowledges that Bo Schem- 
bechler has been a major force in form- 
ing his coaching philosophy. Schudel 
played for Schembechler at Miami (Ohio) 
and was an assistant coach under Schem- 
bechler at Michigan for the last 10 years. 

“There's no question that Bo has had an 
influence on what I plan to do,” Schudel 
said. “We want to be an aggressive, hard- 
hitting team that plays good old-fashioned 
football. There is some talent here. I told 
everyone that we are starting over new. 
Now is your chance if you think you 
haven't been treated fairly.” 

Neil Britt and Robert Adams shared the 
Cardinals’ quarterbacking duties last sea- 
son. Both are in the running to direct the 
offense again this year. 

Ball State has eight starters returning 
on defense, paced by linebacker Brad 
Saar, who led the Cardinals in tackles in 
84 with 135. 

Cleve Bryant, a standout quarterback in 
the late 1960s for Ohio University and 
most recently an assistant coach with the 
New England Patriots of the National 
Football League, is returning to Athens, 
O., as the first black head coach in MAC 
history. 

“My decision was based on the opportu- 
nity to be a head coach at a place where | 
have played and am very familiar with,” 
Bryant said. “I'm very pleased to have 
this opportunity. I think this situation is 
right for me.” 

Dennis Swearingen is Ohio’s returning 
quarterback. He was fourth in the MAC in 
passing in '84, completing 63 percent of 
his attempts for 1,211 yards and four 
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| Toledo’s Ed Harris. 


MIAMI (0.) 


Coach: Tim Rose (8-14, 2 years) 

1984 Record: 4-7; T6th 3-5. 

Offense: |-formation. Defense: 52. 

Key Losses: Eric Bauer, OG; Tim Colleran, LB; 
Steve Dailey, DT; Randy Sullivan, C; Kevin 
Zierman, DB. 

Starters Returning: Offense (9): Jack Arthur, 
WB, 5-9/175, Jr.; Dan Dalrymple, T, 6-3/283, 
Jr.; Glen Hirschfield, TE, 6-6/225, Sr.; Jeff 
Melton, FB, 6-2/228, Soph.; Tom Murphy, SE, 
6-3/220, Sr.; Al Marlow, QB, 6-4/210, Sr.; 
John Schaefer, G, 6- 1/246, Soph.; Bob Smith, 
T, 6-3/272, Sr.; George Swarn, TE, 6-0/201, 
Jr. Defense (8): Jeff Anderson, LB, 6-1/219, 
Soph.; Dave Brown, LB, 6-3/207, Sr,; Steve 
Fitzhugh, DB, 6-0/190, Sr.; Andrew Marlatt, T, 
6-5/240, Soph,; DeMorris, McDonald, MG, 6- 
0/243, Soph.; Paul Mullen, LB, 6-3/220, Sr.; 
Sheldon White, DB, 6-0/193, Soph.; Troy 
White, DB, 5- 11/180, Jr. 

Key Returnees: John Caldwell, TB, Jr.; Mark 
Fenik, LB, Jr.; Tom Graham, FB, Sr.; John 
Ramsey, TB, Soph,; Shawn Reilley, C, Soph.; 
David Slankard, LB, Jr.; Mark Turner, DT, Jr. 
Top Newcomer: Terry Morris, QB (JUCO),. 


NORTHERN ILLINOIS 


Coach: Jerry Pettibone (first year at NIU) 
1984 Record: 4-6-1; 5th in conf., 3-5-1, 
Offense: Veer. Defense: 52. 

Key Losses: Car! Aikens, SE; Dan Feely, C; Lee 
Hicks, S; Ricky Mitchell, HB; Rastee Oce, S$; 
Gary Schlinger, DE; Reggie Sims, TE; Todd Van 
Keppel, P. 

Starters Returning: Offense (4): John Fay, T, 
6- 1/251, Soph.; Joel Kinkade, RB, 5-9/220, 
Jr.; Curt Pardridge, SE, 5-10/169, Sr.; Todd 
Peat, G, 6-3/285, Jr, Defense (5): Doug Bart- 
lett, NG, 6-2/236, Jr.; Tim Griffin, LB, 5- 
10/203, Sr.; Scott Kellar, T, 6-3/263, Sr.; 
Steve O'Malley, T, 6-3/257, Sr.; Vernon Sims, 
E, 6-1/215, Jr. 

Key Returnees: William Ballard, S, Jr.; Terry 
Clemans, OT, Jr.; Bob Forester, L, Soph.; Pete 
Genatempo, QB, Soph.; Victor Gerin, FL, 
Soph.; Mike Hollingshed, CB, Soph.; Ted Kara- 
manos, OG, Soph.; Steve Kmiec, S, Sr. Mike 
Lembke, C, Jr.; Pat McAvoy, LB, Sr. 
({RS/knee); Steve Quinlan, TE, Sr; Darryl 
Richardson, TB, Sr.; Tony Savegnago, LB, 
Soph.; Rich Tremblay, S, Jr.; Bill Watkins, OT, 
Jr.; Rob Wicinski, E, Sr. 

Top Newcomers: Ron Delisi, LB; Keith Hurley, 
HB (RS); Mike Lamke, NG; Rodney Taylor, 
TB.; Marshall Taylor, QB (RS). 
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OHIO UNIVERSITY 


Coach: Cleve Bryant (first year at Ohio U.) 
1984 Record: 4-6-1; 4th in conf., 4-4-1. 
Offense: Multiple. Defense: Multiple. 

Key Losses: Brian Bertoia, OT; Glenn Hunter, 
RB; Tom Kennedy, LB; Mike Mangen, LB; Dave 
Stainbrook, OT, 

Starters Returning: Offense (7): Tom Com- 
pernolle, FL, 6-2/190, Jr.; Randy Jackson, G, 
6-2/265, Sr.; Tim Linson, G, 6-2/258, Sr.; Bill 
Seder, SE, 5-11/191, Sr.; Mike Siragusa, TE, 
6-2/218, Sr.; Dennis Swearingen, QB, 5- 
10/172, Sr.; Brad Williams, FB, 5-11/180, Jr. 
Defense (7): David Board, S, 5-11/194, Sr.; 
Shawn Bonner, DB, 5-10/ 191, Jr.; Miles Bran- 
don, T, 6-4/235, Jr.; Sherman Carter, NG, 6- 
1/245, Sr.; John Guzik, T, 6-3/240, Sr.; Brian 
Mays, LB, 6-4/221, Sr.; Les Moton, LB, 6- 
1/218, Sr. (broke leg in spring practice). 

Key Returnees: Bill Backenstoe, OT, Sr.; J.D. 
Bradbury, L, Sr.; Bobby Cameron, WR/DB, Sr.; 
Keith Crawford, RB, Jr.; Eric Edwards, DB, Sr.; 
Larry Grimes, RB, Soph.; Orvell Johns, RB, Sr.; 
James Kraml, DT, Jr.; Jesse Owens, RB, Jr.; 
Bruce Porter, QB, Soph.; Gary Smith, WR, 
Soph.; Anthony Williams, DB, Sr.; Brad Wil- 
liams, RB, Sr. 

Top Newcomers: Steve Brown, QB; Joe Law- 
less, C (RS); Darrin Meeker, S; Chris Mobley, 
RB; Scott Shafer, QB. 


TOLEDO 


Coach: Dan Simrell (23-10-1, 3 years) 

1984 Record: 8-2-1; Ist in conf,, 7-1-1. 
Offense: Multiple. Defense: Multiple. 

Key Losses: John Berlan, OG; Mark Brandon, 
CB; Steve Hoyt, DE; Darryl Kershaw, C; Clayton 
Moore, LB; Bill Poure, WR; Brian Vehar, OT. 
Starters Returning: Offense (4): Glenn Burch, 
TE, 6-2/222, Sr.; Eric Hutchinson, WR, 6- 
0/167, Jr.; A.J. Sager, QB, 6-3/195, Jr,; 
Jerome Stephens, FB, 6-0/204, Sr, Defense 
(8): Bob Beemer, E, 6-5/215, Sr.; Dexter 
Clark, CB, 5-11.177, Jr.; Alan Harberson, Mg, 
6-1/232, Sr.; Tim Inglis, LB, 6-3/223, Jr.; 
Harold McGuire, S, 5-10/177, Jr.; Marc Pat- 
ton, S, 6-1/196, Jr.; Mark White, T, 6-3/220, 
Sr.; Brent Williams, T, 6-4/262, Sr, 

Key Returnees: Chuck Brewster, S, Sr.; Kelvin 
Farmer, RB, Jr.; Ed Harris, TB, Sr.; Bryant 
Jones, CB, Jr.; Rod Tatum, CB, Sr.; John 
Thomas, OT, Jr.; Rod Whitlow, WA, Jr. 

Top Newcomers: Tim Olson, OG; Todd Olsen, 
OG; James Townsend, DE. 


WESTERN MICHIGAN 


Coach: Jack Harbaugh ( 18-13-1, 3 years) 
1984 Record: 5-6; T8th in conf., 3-6. 

Offense: Multiple. Defense: 52. 

Key Losses: Jerry Alord, LB; Todd Fleck, SE; 
Jack Giarmo, MG; Steve Hoffman, QB; Jeff 
Kacmarek, DT; Cliff Reed, FL; Tom Toth, OT. 
Starters Returning: Offense (7): Dave Arend- 
sen, TE, 6-4/215, Sr.; Otis Cheatham, RB, 5- 
8/175, Sr.; Sam Culbert, T, 6-5/240, Sr.; Jim 
Griffin, G, 6-4/254, Sr.; Jim Kreutzer, C, 6- 
3/221, Soph.; Jim Lippe, G, 6-4/249, Sr.; Kelly 
Spielmaker, TE, 6-3/205, Jr. Defense (8): 
Mark Garalczyk, T, 6-6/245, Sr.; Terry Lewis, 
LB, 6-2/205, Jr.; Steve Logan, CB, 5-11/180, 
Sr.; Ken Luckett, S, 6-2/195, Sr.; John Offer- 
dahl, LB, 6-4/230, Sr.; Dennis Robinson, CB, 
§-11/162, Soph. (switched from S); Roy 
Swoape, LB, 6-3/205, Jr.; Luther, Verner, CB, 
5- 11/164, Sr. 

Key Returnees: Chris Baar, DT, Jr.; Keith 
Byard, LB, Sr.; Chris Conklin, QB, Jr. (RS); 
Lewis Howard, RB, Jr.; Tim Kramer, DT, Jr.; 
John Lawson, S, Soph.; Chuck Ruffin, WR, 
Soph.; Paul Sorce, SE, Sr.; Greg Staron, MG, 
Sr.; Dee Templeton, S, Jr. 

Top Newcomers: Bryan Alcott, LB; David 
Belle, WA; Dave Gromacki, L; Eric Hoffman, 
LB; Doug Kraus, LB; Tony Szabo, LB; Todd 
Tarentino, L. 
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touchdowns as the Bobcats went 4-4-1 in 
the league and 4-6-1 overall. 

Bright spots on defense are linebacker 
Brian Mays and defensive back Shawn 
Bonner. Other pluses are place-kicker 
Chris Judge and punter Art McCormick. 
Judge made nine of 12 field-goal attempts 
last year, while McCormick averaged 35.7 
yards per punt. 

Dick Scesniak hopes that Kent State’s 
program has been turned around. 

The Golden Flashes were 4-7 overall 
last season, which matched the best rec- 
ord at Kent State in the last seven years. 
And the Golden Flashes were just six 
points away from a winning season. 

However, Kent State still has many 
question marks after losing some of its 
top skilled offensive players. 

Scesniak is looking for a quarterback to 
work behind a veteran line (headed by 
tackle Maurice Eldridge) and some re- 
ceivers to catch the ball. Tailback Der- 
rick Nix is the key returning offensive 
performer after rushing for 720 yards and 
five touchdowns last season. 

“We need to have some young players 
come through offensively and we also 
need to develop some consistency,” said 
Scesniak, starting his third year at Kent 
State. 

The Golden Flashes return six starters 
on defense and they will continue to use 
the pro-style 4-3. Tackle Lee Bullington is 
the key to the defensive line, while sopho- 
mores Tony Stephens and Rick Taute an- 
chor the linebacking corps. 

The biggest area of concern for Sces- 
niak is the kicking game, with place-kick- 
er-punter Tony DeLeone having gradu- 
ated. 

Miami’s Tim Rose, having guided the 
Redskins to consecutive 4-7 records in his 
two seasons as coach (3-5 in the MAC both 
years), hopes to get over the hump in '85. 

One key to Miami's success will be tail- 
back George Swarn, who was second in 
the league in rushing last season. Swarn 
gained 1,282 yards on 270 carries (4.7 av- 
erage) and ran for six touchdowns. He 
was the top all-purpose runner in the 
league, averaging 146.9 yards per game. 

In addition to a traditionally strong run- 
ning game, the Redskins always have 
been tough defensively and Rose hopes 
that continues this fall. 

“With the exception of a couple of 
games, against Washington and Bowling 
Green, we played good defense (in 1984),” 
Rose said. The Redskins allowed 94 points 
to Washington and Bowling Green in the 
third and fourth games of the year, but 
then gave up just 80 points over the last 
seven games. 

Rose considers the kicking game a 
Miami strong point. Doug Kolesar was the 
MAC's third-leading punter in '84, averag- 
ing 39.3 yards, and Gary Gussman con- 
nected on 15 of 24 field-goal attempts. 

For Western Michigan to contend for 


54 x 


Quarterbacks Dennis 
Swearingen (above) and 
A.J. Sager will hold the 
keys for Ohio University 
and Toledo, respectively. 


the MAC title, the Broncos must play bet- 
ter defense, according to Coach Jack Har- 
baugh. 

John Offerdahl keys the Western Michi- 
gan defense from his linebacker spot. He 
has earned All-MAC first-team honors for 
two straight years and is a legitimate All- 
America candidate. 

Harbaugh is relying on three other 
Bronco defenders—safety Ken Luckett, 
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linebacker Roy Swoape and tackle Mark 
Garalcezyk. 

“We feel those three players are poten- 
tial all-league caliber,” Harbaugh said. “If 
we are to regain consistency on defense, 
we will need a good performance out of 
each of those guys along with John.” 

Western Michigan, 3-6 in the MAC and 
5-6 overall last season, will rely on three 
key offensive players—tight end Kelly 
Spielmaker, quarterback Chris Conklin 
and tailback Otis Cheathem. 

Spielmaker was the MAC’s Freshman 
of the Year two years ago and is a pass- 
catching threat. Conklin was a starter in 
1982 as a freshman, but suffered a sepa- 
rated shoulder in 1983 and did not fully 
recover from the injury and was forced to 
redshirt last season. Harbaugh said Conk- 
lin appears ready to play this fall. Cheath- 
em was the fifth-leading rusher in the 
MAC last fall, averaging 86.4 yards per 
game. 

The Broncos will miss Mike Prindle, the 
unanimous choice as the All-MAC place- 
kicker. Prindle set an NCAA Division I-A 
record by kicking seven field goals in one 
game. 

While many MAC coaches are worried 
about turning the corner, Eastern Michi- 
gan’s Jim Harkema is just happy to be 
playing football. The Hurons were 
dropped from the league in the summer 
of 1984 and then reinstated for the '84 sea- 
son. 

Bothered by all the outside activity, 
Eastern Michigan started slowly last sea- 
son, but did win two of its last three games 
and was 2-3-2 over the last seven games. 

“We ended on a high note and hope to 
build on that,” said Harkema, whose 1984 
Hurons compiled a 2-5-2 MAC record and 
a 2-7-2 overall mark. “We proved we could 
play teams tough at the end of the season. 
We think we have things rolling now.” 

Harkema has some skilled players on 
offense, including quarterback Robert 
Gordon and tailback Gary Patton. Patton 
led the team in rushing with 566 yards last 
season. 

On defense, Harkema says the play of 
his secondary will be a key to the Hurons’ 
success. “We have a chance to have an 
excellent secondary,” he said. “All four 
kids played together last season, and 
Tony Fields is a top-drawer player at free 
safety. They correct our errors. 

“We are way ahead from a defensive 
standpoint. The kids are beginning to un- 
derstand our system after being in it for 
two years.” 

Harkema also is pleased with place- 
kicker Mario Ferretti and punter Bob 
Hirschmann. 

“Our kicking game has the potential to 
be the best in the conference,” Harkema 
said. “Both are all-conference type of 
guys.” 

Jack Carle is sports editor of the Bowling Green 
(O.) Daily Sentinel-Tribune. 


The 1,000-Yard Men 


Rooks, Williams 
Double Illinois’ 
Offensive Fun 


By DAVE DORR 


nois quarterback Jack Trudeau must 

feel, knowing full well he can retreat 
into a protective pocket and simply push 
the buttons in a Star Wars offense that 
features a pair of high-octane terrors. 

If he’s feeling conservative, Trudeau 
can press the button for fullback Thomas 
Rooks. That power thrust accounted for 
1,056 yards on the ground last year. 

Or, if he’s feeling daring, which often is 
the case, Trudeau can launch a missile in 
the direction of David Williams. The con- 
sensus All-America wide receiver hauled 
in 101 passes for 1,278 yards a year ago, 
making him the nation’s top Division I-A 
receiver last season. 

Rooks and Williams, Illinois’ double- 
barreled threat. Together, they created a 
balance that was unprecedented among 
Big Ten Conference offenses. 

Before Coach Mike White arrived at 
Illinois in 1980, Big Ten battles were slug- 
fests. Tradition mandated that passing 
was for sissies and that honest yards were 
obtained by grinding them out on the 
ground. Any idea to the contrary was her- 
esy. 

But Rooks and Williams laid that notion 
to rest and earned a spot in the league 
record book at the same time. In '84, they 
made Illinois the first team in Big Ten his- 
tory to put together a 1,000-yard back and 
a 1,000-yard receiver in a single season. At 
schools that live or die with the rush, it’s 
not unusual for one backfield to produce 
two 1,000-yard runners, but what Rooks 
and Williams did was a Big Ten balancing 
coup. 

The unexpected double whammy 
caught even White by surprise, mainly be- 
cause of Rooks' rushing total. Illinois often 
used a one-back offense last season. When 
the defenses saw that formation, they 
knew Trudeau probably was going to 
throw. If not, his only alternative was to 
hand it to Rooks. 

“The one-back is predictable and with- 
out deception,” White said. “You don’t 
have the counters and reverses. We went 
to the one-back set to enhance our pass- 
ing game. The irony is that the year we 
have a 1,000-yard receiver and 101 
catches, we've got 1,000 yards on the 
ground.” 

When White set his sights on balancing 
his offense at Illinois, he had in mind a 
master plan. The plan was loaded with in- 
tricacies learned at the knee of his West 
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Runner Thomas Rooks 
(above) and receiver David 
Williams give Illinois the 
kind of offensive threat most 
coaches only dream about. 


Coast tutor, San. Francisco 49ers Coach 
Bill Walsh, and its intent was to arouse 
the Midwest and to challenge the provin- 
cialism of the Big Ten. 

“We needed to get people's attention,” 
White said. 

But how? Ring church bells? Bang on 
doors? Send out flyers? 

Flyers... hmmm, now there’s an idea. 
How about teaching the Illinois offense to 
fly? Think that would open a few skeptical 
eyelids? 

Sure it would. So, White sent the ball 
skyward in 1980, and sure enough, eyes 
opened. The Illini gained 3,227 yards 
through the air in White’s first season and 
3,398 yards a year later. Suddenly, people 
were noticing Illinois football. 

“We went overboard on the pass by de- 
sign," said White, who had come to Illinois 
to revive a program that had washed up 
on rocky shoals. “It was obvious from the 
beginning we needed to install excite- 
ment and enthusiasm. We had to let peo- 
ple know we were on the map. 

“We felt our best shot was with a wide- 
open, finesse offense. With it, you have a 
chance to win a game you don't deserve 
to win, just because you can come up with 
big plays.” 

Gradually, White pulled back the pen- 
dulum that had swung to one side in an 
attack overloaded with passes. In empha- 
sizing the pass, he wasn’t fooling many 
defenses. 

White knew better. In 1975, he had at- 
tained the rarest of football rarities when 
his California Golden Bears split the of- 
fense right down the middle. With the late 
Joe Roth at quarterback and Chuck Mun- 
cie at running back, Cal passed for 2,522 
yards and rushed for 2,522 yards. It was a 
standard to work toward at Illinois. 

“In the back of my mind, I had hoped 
we'd recruit a running back and make a 
conversion by the third or fourth season 
into some sort of balance,” White said. 
“Then Thomas Rooks came along... and 
with David Williams, it evolved.” 

Did it ever, With Rooks charging up the 
middle and Trudeau feeding bushels of 
passes to Williams, White had hit the bal- 
ance jackpot. 

Rooks is a 6-foot-2, 225-pound senior 
from St. Louis. His rambunctious style of 
crunching, straight-ahead power con- 
trasts sharply with the elusiveness of Ohio 
State’s Keith Byars and Iowa's Ronnie 
Harmon, both of whom also return in 
1985. As a receiver, Williams, a 6-3 whip- 
pet from Los Angeles who last year set 
Big Ten season records for catches and 
receiving yards, is all silk. Their styles dif- 
fer, but the common thread that runs 
through the fabric from which both Rooks 
and Williams are cut is a fierce desire to 
achieve. 

A college football Saturday with its 
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promise of high drama provides the per- 
fect setting, in Rooks’ mind, for his 
achievements. The whole atmosphere 
gives Rooks the sensation that he is in an- 
other world, suspended between time and 
space, 

“When you hear your play called,” he 
explained, “and you know everyone is 
watching .. . the whole world is in my 
hands for that moment. . . . Can Thomas 
Rooks break the game? I tell myself, ‘I’m 
going to score with that ball.’ When I'm on 
the football field, it’s like another world. 
On Sundays, it’s back to reality.” 

Rooks, who last season joined Jim Gra- 
bowski and J.C. Caroline as the Illini’s 
only 1,000-yard season rushers, is second 
on the school’s career rushing list with 
2,110 yards in three seasons. Another 644 
yards will make him the Illini’s all-time 
leading rusher. In addition, Rooks has 
caught 43 passes coming out of the back- 
field for 296 yards and four touchdowns. 

Rooks, who also scored four TDs on the 
ground a year ago, believes that he was 
born to carry the ball. He was told early 
by a Little League football coach that 
“you can play running back.” 

“Even in high school, I loved to get the 
ball a lot,” he said. “The more I get the 
ball, the better I become.” 

Testimony of Rooks’ punishing form is 
seen in the statistics. As a freshman, he 
did not lose one yard in 32 carries. He lost 
only 11 yards in 156 carries as a sopho- 
more and 30 yards in 219 attempts as a 
junior. During a stretch combining his 
first two seasons, he carried the ball 134 
times in a row without a fumble. 

In 1984, the Illinois coaches fingered 
Rooks as their man early. “I felt good 
about myself,” he said. “They knew I 
could do it. If I get the ball 20 to 25 times 
(a game), they know they've got a 100- 
yard back no matter what. Even if I have 
nagging injuries." 

Or a severe injury. With 2 minutes left 
to play in the second quarter of Illinois’ 
45-38 loss at Ohio State last season, Rooks 
suffered a pulled quadricep muscle. His 
halftime respite was painful, but he was 
on the field for the third quarter. He fin- 
ished the day with 168 yards. As he 
walked from the locker room to the team 
bus, he was dragging his injured leg. 

“T don’t know what it was that made me 
play in the second half,” he said. ‘“‘Some- 
thing extra.” 

It’s that intense desire to excel that 
makes Rooks a special back, and as soon 
as Rooks polishes his blocking, he will be 
even better. But his motivation is unques- 
tionable. He has the characteristics of a 
great back, whom, in Rooks’ opinion, not 
only can do it all, but when some tough 
yards are needed, “has to want the ball. 
He has to want to do it all.” 

That is how Rooks would like to be re- 
membered, 

“I'd just like to be recognized as a guy 
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who worked hard academically as well as 
on the football field,” he said. “To those 
players coming back, I can be a role 
model. They can remember things I did— 
in the weight room, for example, and how 
I got fired up. Leadership qualities. They 
can pass these on to those who follow 
them.” 


tistry. 


Big Ten and other opposing defensive backs have become the 
helpless victims of David Williams’ pass-catching football ar- 


down on the field running what appear to 
be pass patterns and having the time of 
his life. 

“I'd play a football game by myself,” 
Williams said. “I'd run 100 yards with a 
catch—sideways, weaving back, breaking 
tackles.” 


Like Rooks, Williams has a rather sur- 
real approach to the game. The football 
field is Williams’ avenue to express him- 
self. On the field, he feels like a free man 
—free to improvise, to create, to paint a 
picture of artistry in high-speed motion. 
Free to put the fear of God into defenses 
that freeze when he catches the ball. 

For it is what Williams does after he 
catches the ball that commands the abso- 
lute attention of defensive backs. He has 
soft hands that make him an outstanding 
pass catcher, but it is his well-rehearsed 
moves with the ball that make him the 
tremendous threat that he has become. 

Under a bright sun when Memorial Sta- 
dium in Champaign, IIl., is silent and 
empty, Williams often slips inside, unno- 
ticed. On the artificial turf, he is alone 
with his imagination and his fantasies. 

If a passer-by happens to poke his nose 
into the stadium, he'll see a solitary figure 
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Again and again he runs the patterns, 
gliding around imaginary tacklers with 
the wind in his face, absorbing the history 
of the stadium where Red Grange, Buddy 
Young, Alex Agase, Dick Butkus, Caroline 
and Grabowski once were alone with 
their fantasies. Little could Williams have 
known entering last season that he would 
emerge from a spectacular season in such 
company. 

Williams is the middle link in a chain of 
three Illinois receivers who happen to be 
brothers. David's older brother, Oliver, 
snared passes from Tony Eason en route 
to a pair of letters in 1981-82, and younger 
brother Steven, an incoming freshman, 
plans to continue the family tradition. 
Theirs is a family so close that separation 
is difficult. 

“I’m homesick all the time,” David said. 
“Halfway through the season, I'm already 
homesick.” 

The telephone has saved him. When- 


ever the pains of separation intensify, col- 
lect calls to his home in Los Angeles be- 
come as meaningful as a family gathering 


around the Thanksgiving table. His dad, — 


Oliver Sr., gets on the phone. When he’s 
finished, he hands it to his wife, Barbara. 

The phone provides the one outlet 
David will allow himself for sharing the 
elation he feels about his achievements. 
Day to day in Champaign, he keeps his 
feelings bottled up. But once he gets on 
the phone with his family, he can’t con- 
tain his excitement. At the other end of 
the line his mother laughs with joy and 
pride. 

Williams, a soft-spoken man with deep- 
set eyes, admits he was awestruck by the 
big season he had in 1984. 

“T act the same, I carry myself the 
same,” he said, “but when I look at what I 
did, it shocks me.” 

Just once has football stiff-armed him. 
On the first day of football practice at IIli- 
nois in 1982, his freshman year, Williams 
reached to scoop up a low pass, stumbled 
and crashed on his shoulder. The practice 
wasn't 10 minutes old when he fell, but it 
already was history for Williams. He sat 
out the season with a separated shoulder. 

“I remember a picture of him sitting 
alone in the stadium,” his mother said. 
“He had a look on his face I'll never for- 
get. IT know it was a look he didn’t put on 
for the camera; I know his expressions. 
He is mad’ at the world. That look was 
defeat. Pain. He couldn't believe this had 
happened to him. 

“When I spoke with David by phone, I 
told him my first impulse was to jump on 
a plane and come to him. But I told him I 
had to let him grow up. I told him we don’t 
give up. My Sons grew up in Sunday school 
and church. In our family, we believe in 
the Lord, and we don’t believe in giving 
up. We're poor losers, I admit it, one of 
the worst. But we don’t give up.” 

His mother’s words gave him strength. 
He stuck it out. As a sophomore, Williams 
responded with 59 catches for 870 yards 
and six touchdowns to set the stage for his 
All-America junior season. 

He still misses the California ocean 
breezes, but each game last season was as 
pleasant as those days he spends alone 
with his imagination in Memorial Sta- 
dium, breaking tackles and soaring across 
the goal line. After 101 catches and eight 
touchdowns a year ago, the anguish of ’82 
was buried. 

“T feel comfortable when I get the ball,” 
he said. “I feel like I’m at home.” 

Williams needs only 11 receptions next 
season to surpass Purdue’s Dave Young 
as the leading receiver in Big Ten history. 
If he somehow is able to duplicate his 1984 
Statistics, though, he also will tie Tulsa’s 
Howard Twilley as the nation’s all-time 
leading Division I pass catcher with 261 
receptions. As for career yardage, he 
would place second to Florida State’s Ron 
Sellers with 3,426 yards (Sellers had 3,598). 
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His leg has healed and now 
Towa back Ronnie Harmon 
is ready to wreak more 
havoc on Big Ten defenses. 
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Can he do it? Well, it’s never easy to 
repeat a record-breaking season, but Wil- 
liams is preparing for the ’85 campaign in 
such a way that it almost seems inevita- 
ble. 

“T've created a bundle of new moves to 
get myself free,” he said. “And the guys 
know I'll be there when the time comes. 
They can depend on me.” 

And with defenses having to devote 
equal attention to Rooks plowing up the 
middle, the scenario seems all the more 
likely. 

Ah, the beauty of a balanced offense. 


CONFERENCE 
PREVIEW 


Yes, he thinks about it. When he is run- 
ning and suddenly, without notice, there is 
a twinge in his leg, he can see it again asa 
flashback. He replays it in his mind, but 
not over and over. Once is enough. 

Flashback: Fourth quarter. A dive into 
the middle of the Wisconsin front. As soon 
as Iowa’s Ronnie Harmon planted his left 
foot and he felt the crushing weight of the 
Badger defender on his leg, he knew. The 
pain shot through his left leg and into his 
belly, and even though he had never been 
injured before, the pain was a clear mes- 
Sage that something was very wrong. 

“T went down,” Harmon recalled, “and 


it was broken as soon as he hit it. It was 
broken. I knew it was broken; I felt it. I 
said, ‘Well, there I go. That's that.’ The 
first thing that went through my mind 
when I got hit was that it was broken and 
my football career was over.” 

In her home in the borough of Queens, 
N.Y., Jacky Harmon, Ronnie’s mother, 
was taping the televised game. She saw 
her son go down and was frozen by the 
sight. She panicked. 

“T was alone in the house,” she recalled. 
“I don't know how to express the feeling. 
... T thought I'd go out of my mind.” 

Her desperate phone call to the Univer- 
sity of Iowa hospital arrived at almost the 
same moment Ronnie did. She learned 
that his leg had been broken cleanly. 

“IT didn’t get right for two or three 
weeks after that,” she said. Her phone 
calls kept coming every day until another 
son, Kevin, who is Ronnie’s younger 
brother and also an Iowa running back, 
admonished her. 

“He told me, ‘Ma, if you don't calm 
down, how do you think you're going to 
make Ronnie feel?’ ” she said. 

As usual, Ronnie was one step ahead of 
everyone. He had already made peace 
with himself and was reassuring his moth- 
er when, she said, “I should have been 
reassuring him.” 

To be honest, it was what she had ex- 
pected. Years ago, when all five of her 
sons were still at home, Ronnie had set 
himself apart from his brothers with a 
streak of individuality that often tried his 
parents’ patience. 

“If he wanted to do something, he'd try 
it anyway, in spite of what we said,” his 
mother explained. “He had to do it his 
way.” 

That individuality sometimes translat- 
ed into stubbornness, a trait that affected 
his approach to pain. He simply lived with 
it. 

“He wouldn’t even take aspirin when he 
was younger,” Jacky Harmon said. 

Long ago, Harmon had prepared for the 
day when he might be hurt. After watch- 
ing how other players dealt with injuries, 
he made a pact with himself that if he 
were ever in a similar situation, he would 
not show weakness. That understanding 
helped his healing process. 

“Some hold back,’’ Harmon said. 
“Maybe it goes with a person’s character. 
Football is a contact sport. It was broken, 
and there was nothing I could do about it." 

His initial fear that he might never play 
again disappeared with a test he gave 
himself as he lay on the artificial turf at 
Kinnick Stadium last November 3. 

“T tried to move my toes, and I could 
wiggle ‘em,” he said. “After that, I wasn’t 
worried.” 

His leg was encased in a variety of 
casts for five months. Getting about in the 
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Iowa quarterback Chuck Long made Hawkeye fans happy 
when he announced he would return to the college ranks for one 


more season. 


snow and ice of an Iowa winter was hard. 
Still, Harmon purposely turned down 
offers of assistance on occasion. 

“T decided I'll get through it and I'll bea 
happier person because I'll know I dealt 
with it myself,” he explained. 

The predictability of his actions off the 
field are in sharp contrast to his unpre- 
dictability when he has a football tucked 
under one arm and he is darting like a 
hummingbird into an enemy’s secondary. 

“T never liked running into people,” 
said Harmon, whose elusiveness leaves 
defenders clutching at air. “If you can 
make two or three guys miss, it feels real- 
ly good. | get a thrill out of that, and 
everybody else does, too. It looks nice.” 

This unpredictability makes the jobs of 
Big Ten Conference defensive coordina- 
tors next to impossible as they prepare 
for Iowa. And when they consider the 
threat he poses as a receiver—Harmon 
played his first two seasons at lowa as a 
wingback—they simply throw up their 
hands in frustration. 

Harmon is so valuable to the Iowa of- 
fense that the coaches established a mini- 
mum number of times he is to have the 
ball in his hands in a game. That number 
is not public knowledge, of course, but 
whatever it is, it allowed Harmon to tally 
some impressive numbers in his first sea- 
son at tailback. 


Harmon tattooed Illinois for 191 yards 
rushing, Indiana for 160, Ohio State for 132 
and Northwestern for 121. In just nine 
games last year, Harmon finished with 
907 yards rushing (4.8 average), 32 recep- 
tions for 318 yards and 11 kickoff returns 
for 262 yards. He ranked second national- 
ly in all-purpose yardage and 15th in rush- 
ing, scored 12 touchdowns and was named 
a second-team All-America. 

Harmon sat out spring practice, but 
doctors said his recovery was ahead of 
schedule and he should be ready for ac- 
tion this fall. 

A healthy Harmon and the announce- 
ment by quarterback Chuck Long that he 
would remain at Iowa rather than turn 
professional make the Hawkeyes the fa- 
vorites in the Big Ten race this season. 
Long, who finished off last season in spec- 
tacular fashion by throwing for 461 yards 
and six touchdowns in Iowa's 55-17 victory 
over Texas in the Freedom Bowl, was 
named the All-Big Ten quarterback for 
the second consecutive year after com- 
pleting 66.1 percent of his passes for 2,410 
yards and 16 touchdowns. 


To protect himself for the 1986 pro _ Another potent-offensive weapon.is the —- 


draft, Long bought a $1 million insurance 
policy that will pay off if he suffers a ca- 
reer-ending injury. lowa Coach Hayden 
Fry, however, has not instructed his de- 
fensive linemen to treat Long with kid 
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gloves in practice. 

“He'll get hit,” Fry said. 

Overall, eight starters are back for the 
Hawkeyes on offense. Even without full- 
back Owen Gill, the school's all-time lead- 
ing rusher, Fry should field perhaps the 
most explosive offense in the league. 

Long will be protected by a veteran line 
led by tackle Herb Wester, and he will be 
Passing to an experienced group of re- 
ceivers—split end Bill Happel (39 catches 
for 528 yards), wide receivers Scott Hel- 
verson and Robert Smith and tight end 
Mike Flagg. 

A number of stalwarts are gone from 
Iowa’s league-leading defensive unit, but 
consensus All-America linebacker Larry 
Station, three other returning starters and 
a strong crew of newcomers figure to 
maintain the Hawkeyes’ proud defensive 
tradition. 

“The leadership and play of Larry Sta- 
tion can’t help but have an effect on the 
others,” Fry said. 

Graduation was most hard on the line, 
which will welcome two new ends and 
tackles as starters. Dependable nose- 
guard Jeff Drost is back, though, and end 
Bruce Gear did become a starter by the 
end of last season. 

The secondary, led by safety Devon 
Mitchell and cornerback Nate Creer, is 
the strongest part of the lowa defense. 

Giving Iowa the most serious competi- 
tion for the Big Ten title will be Illinois 
and Ohio State. 

The Illini, having served NCAA sanc- 
tions for recruiting violations, is eligible 
for the Rose Bowl, unlike last year. That’s 
good timing for Coach Mike White, who is 
pleased to have back eight starters on of- 
fense and seven on defense. 

Illinois’ answer to Long and Harmon is 
quarterback Jack Trudeau and fullback 
Thomas Rooks. Rooks rushed for 1,056 
yards last year, while Trudeau completed 
an astounding 65.3 percent of his passes 
for 2,724 yards and 18 touchdowns. 

One big reason for Trudeau’s success 
was consensus All-America wide receiver 
David Williams, who is coming off a tre- 
mendous junior season in which he led the 
nation with 101 catches for 1,278 yards. 
Tight end Cap Boso gives Illinois another 
pass-catching threat. 

The only visible weakness in the Illinois 
offense is the forward wall, where White 
will have to rebuild around tackle Jim 
Juriga, who may move to guard. The cast 
of competitors for the three open spots, 
however, is impressive. 

“We have several offensive linemen 
who redshirted a year ago,” White said. 
“These are all guys who can help us.” 


coach’s son, all-conference place-kicker 
Chris White, who was successful on 24 of 
28 field-goal attempts last fall. 
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Michigan State tailback Lorenzo White. 


Lang 


Purdue noseguard Brad Hornor. 


TSN’s Predictions 


1. lowa 
2. Ohio State 
3. Illinois 


7. Wisconsin 
8. Minnesota 
9. Indiana 
10. Northwestern 


Players to Watch 


(Not including players on All-America Checklist) 
THOMAS ROOKS 
Fullback Ilinois 
GUY TEAFATILLER 


Defensive Tackle Illinois 


STEVE BRADLEY 


Quarterback 

ROBERT SMITH 

Wide Receiver 

HERB WESTER 

Offensive Tackle 

TONY GANT 

SELEY crteascaverieabevacctayssceszsvascacne Y. aBbanndevssteev Geese Michigan 
PAUL JOKISCH 

BIANK Gries AcAccncticnhaa neers "A Bs orerrte Michigan 
LORENZO WHITE 

Tailback Michigan State 
RICKEY FOGGIE 

Quarterback Minnesota 
PETER NAJARIAN 


Linebacker 


DARYL NEWELL 


Offensive/ Defensive Tackle 


MIKE LANESE 


Flanker 

STEVE GRIFFIN 

Wide Receiver 

BRAD HORNOR 

NOSEQUBI CG) itsrcnd.ciiaecraatticssarenternestatee vv sepeere Purdue 
MARTY SCOTT 

TIGHGEHA ease ot cae atean ABs ex Purdue 
RICK GRAF 

Linebacker Wisconsin 
BOB LANDSEE 

Offensive Guard Wisconsin 
CRAIG RADDATZ 

Linebacker Wisconsin 


MICHAEL REID 


Linebacker Wisconsin 
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ILLINOIS 


Coach: Mike White (34-22-1, 5 years); 69- 
52-2 overall, 11 years) 

1984 Record: 7-4; T2nd in conf., 6-3. 
Offense: Multiple. Defense: 4-3. 

Key Losses: John Ayres, CB; Chris Babyar, 
OG; David Edwards, S; Mike Heaven, CB; Bob 
Miller, C; Rick Schulte, OG. 

Starters Returning: Offense (8): Cap Boso, 
TE, 6-0/225, Sr.; Mark Dennis, T, 6-5/260, Jr.; 
Randy Grant, WR, 5- 10/170, Sr.; Jim Juriga, T, 
6-5/240, Sr.; Thomas Rooks, FB, 6-2/225, Sr.; 
Jack Trudeau, QB, 6-4/190, Sr.; David Wil- 
liams, WR, 6-3/195, Sr.; Ray Wilson, RB, 5- 
10/180, Jr. Defense (7): Dave Aina, E, 6- 
5/255, Sr.; Sam Ellsworth, LB, 6-2/233, Jr; 
Bob Glielmi, LB, 6-0/220, Sr.; Ray Hairston, E, 
6-2/223, Sr.; Bob Sebring, LB, 6-2/235, Sr.; 
Craig Swoope, S, 6-1/195, Sr.; Guy Teafatiller, 
T, 6-3/250, Sr. 

Key Returnees: Curtis Clarke, DE, Sr. (medical 
RS); Jackie Johnson, FB, Sr.; Jeff Martin, LB, 
Soph.; Jerry Reese, TE, Sr.; Mike Scully, C/OT, 
Soph.; Ed Taggart, LB, Sr.; Keith Taylor, DB, 
Soph. (medical RS); Brian Ward, OT, Sr.; 
Chris White, K, Sr.; Anthony Williams, TE. 
Soph. 

Top Newcomers: Keith Jones, RB (AS); Matt 
Studtman, LB (RS); Shawn Turner, LB-DE 
(RS). 


INDIANA 


Coach: Bill Mallory (0-11, 1 year; 99-63-1 
overall, 15 years) 

1984 Record: 0-11; 10th in conf., 0-9. 
Offense: |-formation. Defense: 52. 

Key Losses: Kevin Allen, OT; Nate Borders, 
CB; Orlando Brown, TB; Lou Cristofoli, LB; Joe 
Fitzgerald, LB; Len Kenebrew, WR; Mike 
Pendleton, CB; Chuck Razmic, P; Chris Sigler, 
S; Tom Van Dyck, C; Mark Weiler, LB. 
Starters Returning: Offense (7): Steve Brad- 
ley, QB, 6-3/223, Sr.; Bobby Howard, TB, 6- 
0/210, Sr.; Ernie Jones, WR, 6-0/184, Soph.; 
Jeff Lemirande, G, 6-2/249, Sr.; Dave Lilja, TE, 
6-3/225, Sr.; Jerry Paige, T/G, 6-3/267, Jr; 
Bob Riley, T, 6-6/260,Sr. Defense (5); Leon- 
ard Bell, S, 5-11/196, Sr; Vince Fisher, NG, 
6-2/275, Jr.; Charles Mallory, LB, 6-1/208, 
Sr.; Rob Schmit, T, 6-4/244, Sr.; Tom Weiden- 
benner, T, 6-4/239, Sr. 

Key Returnees; Ken Allen, CB/WR, Jr; Willie 
Bates, LB, Soph.; Jim Caldwell, FB, Jr., Stacy 
Dawsey, WR, Jr.; Alex Green, CB/TB, Jr.; 
David Kinniry, C, Jr.; Steve May, LB/DL, Sr.; 
Tom Polce, FB, Jr.; Mark Snyder, OT/OG, Sr; 
Joey Turner, LB, Jr.; Van Waiters, LB, Jr. 

Top Newcomers: Gary Gooden, WR/DB; Tom 
Houts, LB (JUCO); Joe Kostka, OG (trans- 
ferred from Kentucky); Dave Schnell, OB; 
Damon Sweazy, FB (JUCO). 


IOWA 


Coach: Hayden Fry (42-28-1, 6 years; 131- 
117-5 overall, 23 years) 

1984 Record: 7-4-1; T4th in conf., 5-3-1, 
Offense: Multiple. Defense: 52 

Key Losses: Owen Gill, FB; Jonathan Hayes, 
TE; Mike Hooks, DE; Paul Hufford, DT; Keith 
Hunter, CB; Tom Nichol, K; Kevin Spitzig, LB; 
Mike Stoops, S; Dave Strobel, DE. 

Starters Returning: Offense (8): Mike Haight, 
T, 6-4/276, Sr.; Bill Happel, SE, 5- 11/186, Sr.; 
Ronnie Harmon, TB, 5-11/ 185, Sr.; Scott Hel- 
verson, WR, 6-2/195, Sr.; Chuck Long, QB, 6- 
4/213, Sr.; Kelly O'Brien, G, 6-3/274, Sr.; 
Mark Sindlinger, C, 6-2/250, Jr.; Herb Wester, 
T, 6-7/278, Soph. Defense (4): Nate Creer, 
CB, 6-2/193, Sr.; Jetf Drost, NG, 6-5/286, Jr; 
Devon Mitchell, S, 6-2/194, Sr.; Larry Station, 
LB, 5-11/227, Sr. 

Key Returnees: Rick Bayless, RB, Soph.: Frank 
Bush, FB, Sr.; Craig Clark, TE, Jr.; Dave Cros- 
ton, OL, Sr.; George Davis, LB, Jr.; Mike Flagg, 
TE, Soph.; Bruce Gear, LB/DE, Jr.; Kevin Har- 
mon, TB, Soph.; Tom Humphrey, OL, Sr.; Hap 
Peterson, NG, Sr.; Richard Pryor, DE, Soph,; 
Joe Schuster, DL, Jr.; Tim Sennott, FB, Sr.; 
Ken Sims, DB, Sr.; Robert Smith, WR, Jr. 

Top Newcomers; Malcolm Christie, OT 
(RS/back); David Hudson, RB (RS); Sean 
Ridley, DE. 


chembechler (146-37-3, 17 
years; 186-54-6 overall, 22 years) 
1984 Record: 6-5; T6thin cont., 5-4. 
Offense: |-formation. Defense; 3-4. 
Key Losses: Bob Bergeron, K; Kevin Brooks, 
DT; Doug James, OG; Rodney Lyles, LB; Sim 
Nelson, TE. 
Starters Returning: Offense (8): John Elliott, 
T, 6-7/280, Jr.; Paul Jokisch, SE, 6-8/240, Jr.; 
Triando Markray, FL, 6-2/182, Sr. (status 
questionable knee injury); Clay Miller, T, 6- 
4/258, Sr.; Bob Perryman, FB, 6-2/225, Sr.; 
Bob Tabachino, G, 6-1/263, Sr.; Gerald White, 
TB, 6-1/205, Jr.; Chris Zurbrugg, QB, 6- 
2/195, Jr. Detense (5): Erik Campbell, S, 5- 
10/163, Jr. (may be switched to SE); Brad 
Cochran, CB, 6-3/209, Sr.; Doug Mallory, S, 
6- 1/185, Jr; Mike Mallory, LB, 6-2/220, Sr.; 
Garland Rivers, CB, 6-2/ 182, Jr. 
Key Returnees: Andy Borowski, C, Jr.; Tony 
Gant, S, Sr. (RS/broken leg); Ivan Hicks, S, 
Sr.; Mark Hammerstein, G/T, Sr.; Jim Har- 
baugh, OB, Sr.; Gilvanni Johnson, FL, Sr.; Andy 
Moeller, LB, Sr.; Jamie Morris, TB, Soph.; 
Monte Robbins, P, Jr.; Tim Schulte, LB, Jr. 
Top Newcomers: Bobby Abrams, S; Demetrius 
Brown, QB/DB; Jeff Brown, TE; J.J. Grant, LB; 
Anthony Mitchell, QB/WR; Mike Taylor, 
QB/WR; Brent White, DE. 


Coach: George Fere 12-1, 2 years) 
1984 Record: 6-5, T6th in conf., 5-4. 

Offense: Multiple. Defense: Multiple. 

Key Losses: Tom Allan, DE; Carl Butler, TB. 
Derek Bunch, LB: Larry Jackson, SE; Terry 
Lewis, CB; Ralf Mojsiejenko, P/K; Jim Morris- 
sey, LB: Mark Napolitan, C; Lonnie Young, CB. 
Starters Returning: Offense (9): Steve Bog- 
dalek, T, 6-4/257, Sr.; Keith Gates, FB, 6- 
0/206, Jr.; Mark Ingram, FL, 5-11/186, Jr. 
Doug Rogers, T, 6-3/253, Jr.; Butch Rolle, TE, 
6-4/235, Sr., Jeff Stump, G, 6-2/260, Soph.: 
Lorenzo White, TB, 6-0/205, Soph.; John Woj- 
ciechowski, G, 6-5/252, Sr.; Dave Yarema, QB, 
6-3/203, Jr. Defense (7): Anthony Bell, LB, 6- 
3/227, Sr.; Paul Bobbitt, S, 6-3/193, Sr.; Bill 
Parker, S, 5-11/184, Sr.; Kelly Quinn, E, 6- 
2/227, Sr.; Jim Rinella, T, 5-10/204, Sr; Tom 
Tyree, LB, 6-1/185, Jr; Dave Wolff, T, 6- 
3/243, Jr. 

Key Returnees: Clark Brown, OB, Jr.; Shane 
Bullough, LB, Jr,; Keith Fisher, DB, Soph.; Tom 
Holba, QB, Soph.; Todd Krumm, S, Soph.; 
Tony Manley, CB, Sr.; Tom Moore, LB, Soph.; 
Robert Morse, FB, Jr.; Dempsey Norman, 
DB/WR, Soph.; Pat Shurmur, OL/LB. 

Top Newcomers: Harlon Barnett, CB; Bob 
Kula, OG/FB; John Miller, DB; Andre Rison, 
DOB/WR; Maurice Ware, WR. 
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Illinois also has an impressive front 
seven on defense, including tackle Guy 
Teafatiller, end Dave Aina and line- 
backers Bob Sebring and Sam Ellsworth. 
The only questionable area is the back- 
field, which lost two four-year lettermen. 
All-America candidate Craig Swoope, 
however, eliminates much of the concern 
about the secondary. 

“If the defensive backfield will solidify, © 
I think our defense will be very strong,” 
White said. 

White will find out quickly whether his 
team is as good on the field as it is on 
paper. The Illini face Southern California, 
Nebraska, Ohio State and Purdue in four 
of their first five games. 

If not for an untested offensive line and 
a gaping hole at quarterback, Ohio State 
might be considered a front-runner in this 
fall’s conference race. But Mike Tomczak 
is gone, and the leading candidate for his 
job has thrown only 68 passes in varsity 
action. 

Junior Jim Karsatos, who started the 
first two games last year, has the edge in 
experience, but sophomore Tom Tupa 
and redshirt freshmen Gary Clift and 
Scott Powell will present strong chal- 
lenges for the job. Tupa, incidentally, 
ranked fifth nationally in punting last sea- 
son with a 47-yard average and will con- 
tinue to handle those duties. 

Whoever Wins the quarterback job will 
be able to work with an excellent crew of 
receivers. Flanker Mike Lanese caught 38 
passes for 585 yards a year ago, split end 
Cris Carter added 28 receptions as a 
freshman, and Ed Taggart and Alex Hig- 
don are capable tight ends. 

Another top-notch Ohio State receiver 
is consensus All-America Keith Byars, 
who led the nation in rushing, scoring and 
all-purpose running last fall. The versatile 
tailback is a leading candidate for the 
Heisman Trophy after finishing second to 
Doug Flutie in 1984. 

Even more than quarterback, Coach 
Earle Bruce said his main priority for this 
season is rebuilding his offensive line. 

“We lost four outstanding regulars,” he 
said, “and replacing them will not be 
easy.” 

Tackle Rory Graves is the only return- 
ee from a powerful front that featured 
consensus All-America guard Jim Lachey 
and all-conference center Kirk Lowder- 
milk. Depending on how newcomers per- 
form, this area could be what makes or 
breaks the Buckeyes’ season. 

The line on the other side of the ball 
also will be virtually brand new this fall. 
“We aren't deep in the defensive line, but 
we have some good candidates,” Bruce 
said. 

The secondary returns intact with soph- 
omore William White as the ringleader. 
In addition, Ohio State boasts one of the 
best inside linebacker duos in the nation, 
Chris Spielman and All-Big Ten selection 


Thomas Johnson. 

If the Buckeyes can produce solid re- 
placements for the holes in the lines and 
at quarterback, they may find themselves 
in a position to avenge their Rose Bowl 
loss to Southern Cal last New Year's Day. 

Expected to finish a notch below the 
leaders bul a notch or two above their 
cu t in the second division is 

Coach George Perles has 


@ a strong squad, especially on offense, 


where nine starters return, 

Foremost among the returnees is junior 
quarterback Dave Yarema, who last year 
led the Spartans to their first winning rec- 
ord since 1978 and their first bowl game 
since 1965, The Spartans lost to Army in 
the inaugural Cherry Bowl, but Yarema 
(1,322 yards passing) has proven himself 
to be a good offensive leader, 

Tailback Lorenzo White came on 
strong late last season to finish with 504 
yards rushing. White and fullback Keith 
Gates spark the ground attack, while 
flanker Mark Ingram is Yarema's main 
passing target. 

Guard John Wojciechowski and tackle 
Steve Bogdalek anchor a forward wall 
that is strong everywhere except center. 

Linebacking appears to be the Spar- 
tans’ only glaring weakness defensively, 
although senior Anthony Bell could be 
headed for postseason honors at thal posi- 
tion. Safety Phil Parker, a hard hitter who 
picked off four passes last year, and end 
Kelly Quinn are the other defensive stars. 

The Spartans will miss kicking special- 
ist Ralf Mojsiejenko, who excelled at both 
punting and place-kicking. 

Gone are the days wnen GhcRiggp co- 
ruled the Big Ten with Ohio State. Even 
though the Wolverines wound up with a 
chance to upset Brigham Young in the 
Holiday Bowl, they still finished in a sixth- 
place tie with Michigan State, the first 
time they had occupied the lower half of 
the league standings since 1965. 

The prognosis for a return to form is 
not good. Too many question marks 
abound. 

One such spot is the defensive line, 
which was wiped out by graduation. How- 
ever, Coach Bo Schembechler is fortunate 
to have back All-Big Ten linebacker Mike 
Mallory, who is taking advantage of a ret- 
roactive freshman redshirt rule that 
grants some players a fifth year of eligi- 
bility (the same rule that allowed Iowa's 
Long lw play this year). 

The defensive backfield also should be 
improvea with the return of safety Tony 
Gant, who broke his leg in the season 
opener a year ago. Sophomore Erik 
Campbell, Gant’s replacement, is back, 
too, along with a pair of honors candi- 
dates, junior Garland Rivers and senior 
Brad Cochran. 

The major question mark offensively is 
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Northwestern's Sandy Schwab. 


MINNESOTA 


Coach: Lou Holtz (4-7, 1 year; 110-60-5 over- 
all, 15 years) 

1984 Record: 4-7; 8th in conf,, 3-6. 

Offense: Multiple. Defense: Multiple. 

Key Losses: Glenn Cieslewicz, LB; Dwayne 
McMullen, SE; Mark VonderHaar, OT. 
Starters Returning: Offense (7); Mel Ander- 
son, FL, 5-10/171, Jr; Valdez Baylor, RB, 5- 
11/201, Sr.; Rickey Foggie, QB, 6-1/185, 
Soph,; Jon Lilleberg, G, 6-5/247, Sr,; David 
Puk, FB, 6-4/26, Sr.; Dan Rechtin, T, 6-6/254, 
Jdr.; Kevin Starks, TE, 6-4/206, Sr. Defense 
(5): Mark Dusabek, E, 6-3/241, Sr.; Bruce 
Holmes, E, 6-2/215, Jr.; Peter Najarian, LB, 6- 
1/208, Sr.; Donovan Small, S, 5-11/196, Jr; 
Steve Thompson, DL, 6-1/268, Jr. 

Key Returnees: Anthony Burke, DT, Jr; Derek 
Collier, TB, Soph.; Gary Couch, CB, Soph.; 
Duane Dutrieuille, CB, Jr.; Gary Hadd, DL, 
Soph.; Pat Hart, DT, Soph.,; Ray Hitchcock, OG, 
Jr.; Jim Hobbins, OL, Jr.; Courtney Holmes, TB, 
Soph.; Larry Joyner, LB, Jr.; Tim Juneau, TE, 
Soph.; Doug Mueller, NG, Jr.; Anthony Reid, 
SE, Soph.; Tom Serie, TB, Soph.; Kevin Wilson, 
FB, Jr; Norries Wilson, OT, Jr.; [van Zubar, OG, 
Jr. 

Top Newcomers: Raphael Abercrombie, RB; 
Shawn Day, L; Jon Melander, TE/L; Mike Tur- 
geon, LB. 


NORTHWESTERN 


Coach: Dennis Green (7-37, 4 years) 

1984 Record: 2-9; 9th in conf., 2-7. 

Offense; Pro-Set. Defense: Multiple. 

Key Losses: Jim Bobbitt, LB; Keith Cruise, DT; 
Jankeith Gatewood, CB; Phil Leonard, C; Darin 
Morgan, LB; Alex Moyer, LB; Tracy Parsons, 
HB; Scott Sanderson, S; Jack Vandenberghe, 
OT. 

Starters Returning: Offense (7): Marc Bum- 
garner, SE, 6-5/220, Jr.; Tony Coates, FL, 5- 
10/170, Sr.; Casey Cummings, FB, 5-11/1235, 
Sr.; Dave Dudzinski, T, 6-3/256, Sr.; Steve 
Hofmann, G, 6-4/256, Jr.; Sandy Schwab, QB, 
6-2/195, Sr.; Maris Zappia, G, 6-4/255, Sr. 
Defense (3): Ted Karras, NG, 6-2/245, Jr.; 
Daryl Newell, T, 6-4/253, Sr. (may switch to 
OT); Charles Plant, S, 5-10/185, Jr. 

Key Returnees: Dirk Adams, CB, Soph.; Rich 
Borresen, TE, Sr.; Matt Burbach, OT, Jr.; Stan- 
fey Davenport, HB, Soph.; David Dixon, LB, Sr; 
Curtis Duncan, FL, Jr.; John Duvic, K, Jr.; Mike 
Greenfield, QB, Soph.; Jim Torkelson, LB, Jr.; 
Jerald Wolfe, DT, Sr.; John Yale, C, Sr. 

Top Newcomers: Kevin Calderwood, DB 
(JUCO); Clint Gregg, © (JUCO); James Har- 
ris, DG (JUCO); Todd Krehbiel, OB (JUCO); 
Brian Nuffer, RB (JUCO); Kim Sickmiller, LB 
(JUCO); Kevin Smith, OT (JUCO). 


OHIO STATE 


Coach: Earle Bruce (56-16, 6 years; 102-50 
overall, 13 years) 

1984 Record: 9-2; 1st in cont., 7-2. 

Offense: |- formation. Defense: Multiple. 

Key Losses: Dave Crecelius, DT; Anthony Gui- 
liani, NG; Mark Krerowicz, OT; Jim Lachey, OG; 
Kirk Lowdermilk, C; Dave Morrill, DT; Mike 
Tomezak, QB; Scott Zalenski, OG, 

Starters Returning: Offense (6): Keith Byars, 
TB, 6-2/233, Sr.; Cris Carter, SE, 6-3/188, 
Soph,.; Rory Graves, T, 6-6/265, Sr.; Mike 
Lanese, FL, 6-0/184, Sr.; Ed Taggart, TE, 6- 
3/221, Jr; Barry Walker, FB, 6-0/215, Jr. De- 
fense (6): Sonny Gordon, S, 6-0/187, Jr.; 
Thomas Johnson, LB, 6-3/242, Sr.; Byron Lee, 
LB, 6-3/230, Sr.; Greg Rogan, CB, 5-10/180, 
Soph.; Terry White, S, 5-9/170, Jr.; William 
White, CB,.5- 10/180, Soph. 

Key Returnees: Dan Bachorski, OT, Jr.; Roman 
Bates, FB, Jr.; Kelvin Bell, S, Sr.; Jim Gilmore, 
OG, Sr.; Tom Glancey, OG, Jr.; Nate Harris, FL, 
Soph.; Alex Higdon, TE, Soph.; Ray Holliman, 
NG, Jr; Jim Karsatos, QB, Jr.; Eric Kumerow, 
LB, Soph.; Darryl Lee, DT, Jr.; Bob Maggs, 
OT/C, Jr.; Ron Paulsen, OG, Jr. (RS); Mark 
Pfister, LB, Jr.; Rich Spangler, K, Sr.; Chris 
Spielman, LB, Soph.; Tom Tupa. P/ QB, Soph.; 
John Wooldridge, TB, Jr. 

Top Newcomer: Scott Powell, QB (RS). 


Coach: Leon Burtnet -20-1, 3 years) 
1984 Record: 7-4; T2nd in conf., 6-3. 

Offense: Multiple. Defense: Multiple. 

Key Losses: Paul Alekna, OT; Don Anderson, 
CB; Jerry Boat, C; Jason Houston, LB; Doug 
Isbell, OT; Bruce King, FB; Melvin Menke, DT; 
Jeff Price, FL. 

Starters Returning: Offense (6): Rick Brunner, 
FL, 5-8/157, Sr; Mark Drenth, G, 6-4/271, 
Sr.; Jim Everett, QB, 6-5/211, Sr.; Steve Grif- 
fin, WR, 5-11/186, Sr.; Marty Scott, TE, 6- 
1/220, Sr.; Ray Wallace, RB, 6-0/219, Sr. De- 
fense (8): Don Baldwin, E, 6-4/244, Sr.; Cris 
Dishman, C8, 6-0/165, Soph.; Kevin Holley, T, 
6-2/247, Jr; Brad Hornor, NG, 6-2/250, Srj 
Kevin Sumlin, LB, 6-1/213, Jr; Tony Visco, E, 
6-4/227, Soph.; Kennedy Wilson, S, 6-1/195, 
Sr.; Rod Woodson, S, 6-0/ 192, Jr. 

Key Returnees: Jack Beery, TE, Jr.; Rodney 
Carter, TB, Sr,; Doug Downing, QB, Jr.; Jeff 
Lee, CB, Soph.; James Medicok, TB, Soph.; Bill 
Mulchrone, LB, Sr.; Tommy Lee Myers, CB, Sr.; 
Mike Regina, K, Sr.; Rick Skibinski, C, Sr.; Pat 
Snyder, C, Sr.; Fred Strickland, DE, Soph.; 
Merkle Williams, LB, Jr.; Derek Wimberly, DT, 
Sr,; Bob Ziltz, DT/MG, Sr. 

Top Newcomers: John Pawlus, P (RS); Jim 
Richmond, OL (JUCO); Damon Taylor, DE; 
Todd Tyrie, C (RS). 


WISCONSIN 


Coach: Dave McClain (41-36-3, 8 years; 87- 
61-6 overall, 14 years) 

1984 Record: 7-3-1; T4th in conf., 5-3-1. 
Offense: |- formation. Defense: 52. 

Key Losses: Scott Bergold, DT; Jeff Dellen- 
bach, OT; Richard Johnson, DB; Michael 
Jones, WR; Thad McFadden, WR; Jim Melka, 
LB; Chris Osswald, OT; Darryl Sims, DT; Ken 
Stills, DB; Al Toon, WR; Dan Turk, C, 

Starters Returning: Offense (3): Joe Armen- 
trout, FB, 6-1/205, Jr.; Mike Howard, OB, 6- 
4/210, Jr.; Bob Landsee, G, 6-5/260, Sr. De- 
fense (4): Michael Boykins, NG, 6- 1/245, Jr.; 
Rick Graf, LB, 6-5/230, Jr.; Tim Jordan, LB, 
6-4/216, Jr; Michael Reid, LB, 6-2/215, Jr. 
Key Returnees; Scott Benzschawel, MG, Jr. 
(medical RS); Lance Branaman, DT, Jr.; Scott 
Cepicky, P, Soph.; Glenn Derby, OT, Jr.; Larry 
Emery, TB, Jr.; Russ Fields, LB, Sr.; Tim Ful- 
lington, WR, Jr.; Todd Gregoire, K, Soph.; Paul 
Gruber, OG, Jr.; Brian Jansen, OT, Sr.; Keith 
Peterson, DT, Soph.; Craig Raddatz, LB, Jr.; 
Dave Sparger, DT, Jr. (medical RS); Troy 
Spencer, DB, Sr.; Eric Sydnor, DB, Jr. (medical 
RS); Bobby Taylor, DB, Jr.; Reginald Thomp- 
kins, WR, Jr. Jeff Wagner, S, Soph.; Robert 
Williams, RB, Soph. 

Top Newcomers: Frederick Bobo, WR (RS); 
Chad VandeZande, DT. 
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Chris Zurbrugg is involved 
in a three-way battle for 
Michigan’s starting quar- 
terback job. 


quarterback. Three players are back who 
started last fall, including senior Jim Har- 
baugh, who had led Michigan to three vic- 
tories in four starts before breaking his 
arm against Michigan State. Junior Chris 
Zurbrugg saw most of the action after 
that, but junior Russell Rein also earned a 
start. All three will contend for the start- 
ing job this year along with sophomore 
Bob Cernak. 

Jamie Morris, who led the Wolverines 
in rushing last year with 562 yards, and 
Gerald White provide good depth at tail- 
back. White also may play some fullback 
behind Bob Perryman. 

Split end Paul Jokisch, a backup to the 
departed Vince Bean in '84, could emerge 
as one of the league’s best receivers this 
year. A pair of fifth-year seniors, tackle 
Clay Miller and guard Bob Tabachino, 
bolster the line. 

One of the Big Ten’s best-kept secrets in 
1984 was @aEEuarterback Jim Ever- 
ett, who le e Boilermakers—a presea- 
son cellar pick—to a 7-4 regular-season 
record, a second-place tie in the confer- 
ence and a Peach Bowl berth against Vir- 
ginia. 

As a junior, Everett became the first 
Purdue quarterback ever to pass for more 
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than 3,000 yards in a season, leaving such 
all-time greats as Len Dawson and Bob 
Griese in his wake. While letting Long 
and Trudeau capture the headlines, Ever- 
ett was accurate on 58.4 percent of his 
passes for 3,003 yards and 15 touchdowns, 
and he ranked first in the league (fifth na- 
tionally) in total offense. 

With senior wide receiver Steve Griffin 
leading an experienced corps of receiv- 
ers, Everett is likely to have another big 
year. Griffin hauled in 60 passes for 991 
yards a year ago and, like Everett, is a 
legitimate All-America candidate. Tight 
end Marty Scott, a good blocker who 
caught 42 passes for 546 yards, and flank- 
er Rick Brunner contribute to Purdue’s 
passing show. 

“We have some outstanding pass re- 
ceivers,” said Coach Leon Burtnett, the 
Big Ten Coach of the Year in ’84. “Steve 
Griffin was one of the best in the country 
last year, and they all run excellent 
routes.” 

Seniors Ray Wallace (577 yards rush- 
ing) and Rodney Carter give the Boiler- 
makers a steady running game. Wallace 
will move from tailback to fullback to fill 
a void created by graduation. 

The weak link in the Purdue offense is 
the line, which lost four of five starters. 
Though the new front will lack experi- 
ence, Burtnett said that “this offensive 
line could be more talented than last 
year’s group.” 

The Boilermaker defense allowed more 
passing yards per game (225.5) than any 
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The strong right arm of 
quarterback Jim Everett 
has Purdue thinking big in 
1985. 


Big Ten team last fall. Three starters re- 
turn from the '84 secondary, including 
safety Rod Woodson, and Burtnett is hop- 
ing that this will be less of a problem sim- 
ply because of the players’ extra year of 
experience. 

Noseguard Brad Hornor is the best man 
on a deep defensive line. The talent is not 
as deep at linebacker, although junior 
Kevin Sumlin has all-conference poten- 
tial. 

At Wisconsin, quarterback Mike 
Howard showed that he was a good re- 
placement for Randy Wright by passing 
for 1,924 yards and 10 touchdowns as a 
sophomore. 

“He would have played better early if 
he hadn’t been pressured by outside peo- 
ple as much as he was,” offensive coordi- 
nator Bill Dudley said. “He was labeled by 
some as the guy who wasn't going to play 
well, the weak link on the offense. There- 
fore, he played with an introverted per- 
sonality most of the time in the early 
going. ... Once he came out of it, he was 
much better.” 

It can be assumed that Howard will get 
off to a faster start this season, but he will 
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be guiding a young squad that returns 
only three starters—himself, fullback Joe 
Armentrout and guard Bob Landsee. 
Coach Dave McClain, who gradually is 
turning Wisconsin into a respectable foot- 
ball team but appears to be faced with a 
tough year, is hoping to work out the 
rough spots in the first three games, when 
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Rickey Foggie (above), a slippery option quarterback, is the 
man who makes things happen for Minnesota while quarter- 
back Steve Bradley keys Indiana’s hopes for a return to re- 


the Badgers face Northern Illinois, Ne- 
vada-Las Vegas and Wyoming. 

On a positive note, tailback Larry 
Emery will be available after missing the 
last four regular-season games in '84 with 
a knee injury. 

Only four starters return on defense, 
but the area patrolled by linebackers Rick 
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Graf, Craig Raddatz, Tim Jordan and Mi- 
chael Reid should be solid. All-America 
defensive back Richard Johnson is a nota- 
ble absentee in the secondary. 

Lou Holtz enters his second rebuilding 
season at Minnesota with a burgeoning 
star in Rickey Foggie, a slippery option 
quarterback. 

Foggie got his first start last year 
against Ohio State, the Gophers’ fourth 
game, and went on to finish the season 
with 1,036 yards passing and 647 yards 
rushing. He should be even better as a 
sophomore. 

Holtz is expecting more production 
from running back Valdez Baylor and full- 
back Kevin Wilson, especially since the 
Gophers are lacking in experienced re- 
ceivers. 

Linebacker Peter Najarian, who made 
144 tackles to lead the Gophers in that de- 
partment for the second straight season, 
spearheads the defense. 

An injury to record-setting quarterback 
Sandy Schwab gave Mike Greenfield the 
chance to take over for Northwestern at 
midseason last year..Greenfield made the 
most of the opportunity, completing 53.7 
percent of his passes for 733 yards in five- 
plus games. Now Schwab, even with 5,418 
career passing yards to his credit, is in the 
position of having to win the job back 
from Greenfield, a sophomore. 

Tackle Daryl Newell may switch from 
defense to offense to join guard Steve Hof- 
mann on a good front line that should give 
the quarterback time to fire passes to 
flanker Tony Coates and split end Marc 
Bumgarner. 

The defense, especially the linebacker 
and backfield spots, is filled with holes fol- 
lowing the graduation of eight starters. 
Safety Charles Plant is the Wildcats’ top 
defender. 

Graduation was not kind to an Indiana 

team that went 0-11 last fall. Only 10 start- 
ers return overall, but the Hoosiers are 
fortunate that quarterback Steve Bradley 
is among them. 
Bradley threw for 2,544 yards and. 10 
touchdowns as a junior a year ago. He 
also threw 20 interceptions, but it was not 
entirely his fault. The lack of a running 
game forced him to throw far too often. 

Hoosier runners gained only 876 yards 
last season, which ranked them 103rd out 
of 105 Division I-A teams. It will be up to 
Bobby Howard, Tom Polce and Jim Cald- 
well to improve those numbers and give 
the Indiana offense some semblance of 
balance. 

Sophomore Ernie Jones (26 catches for 
408 yards) is Bradley’s primary receiver. 

The defense allowed 416.7 yards and 
30.7 points per game last year, and Coach 
Bill Mallory does not have any all-star 
candidates who appear on the verge of 
turning the tide for the Hoosiers. 


Dave Dorr covers college sports for the St. Louis 
Post-Dispatch. 


A Couple of Heavies 


Offenses Avoid 
Oklahoma Rivals 
Casillas, O’ Neal 


By MIKE SMITH 


eslie O’Neal seemed fidgety, and fi- 
| oe he came clean with his inter- 
rogator. 

“It’s just that I'm shocked by the public- 
ity you can get for what seem like such 
little things that you do,” he said. “I mean, 
some people are amazed because I make 
12, 14, 16 tackles a game, but that’s not so 
many when you consider the other team 
might run 60, 70, sometimes 80 plays. 

“What’s my job? To make as many 
tackles as I can. I can understand being 
rewarded sometimes, but I don’t feel it’s 
always deserved.” 

Before O'Neal embarks on his senior 
season at Oklahoma State, perhaps some- 
one can clarify the whys and wherefores 
of this publicity game for him. Someone 
with a public relations background and a 
knack for soliciting favorable press. 
Someone, say, like Tony Casillas, who is 
majoring in communications at Oklaho- 
ma. 

“Say, this is going to be a good article, 
isn’t it?” Casillas said with a laugh after 
an hour of animated conversation. “Why 
don’t you see if you can do something 
about getting my picture on the cover?” 

Much to O’Neal’s uneasiness and Casil- 
las’ delight, there will be no dearth of 
copy about them this autumn. Their selec- 
tion as All-America defensive linemen is 
virtually a given, and what captivates Ok- 
lahomans is that the two are contenders 
for the Outland and Lombardi trophies, 
thus fueling an Oklahoma-Oklahoma State 
rivalry that grows nastier with each suc- 
cessful Oklahoma State season. 

In a mock draft of Big Eight Confer- 
ence players other than their own last 
year, the league’s coaches were divided 
on who should be the first pick. Some said 
Casillas, a noseguard, while the others fa- 
vored O'Neal, a tackle. So much for the 
glamour of the Nebraska I-back. 

For everyone like Iowa State Coach 
Jim Criner, who said O'Neal “has to be the 
single most dominant player in the Big 
Eight,” there was someone like former 
Missouri coach Warren Powers, who 
gushed of Casillas that “we’ve not seen a 
down lineman in the Big Eight who is his 
equal.” On this much they agreed: O'Neal 
and Casillas could not be blocked one on 
one, and the sensible alternative was to 
run away from them. 

““You can try it, but don’t be surprised 
when they catch you,” said Gil Brandt, the 
Dallas Cowboys’ director of player devel- 
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talking on the field. Oklahoma noseguard Tony Casillas makes 
an impact both on the field and off. 


opment and a self-styled clearinghouse on 
college player evaluations. “Each of these 
young men is what you call a force. We 
will be hearing from them long after they 
leave the state of Oklahoma.” 

In sum, it is more than the 6-foot-4, 249- 
pound O'Neal could have imagined back 
when he was the fat kid on his block in 
Little Rock, Ark. The same holds true for 
the 6-3, 272-pound Casillas, who comes 
from a family where no other member is 
taller than 5-9. 

* * * 

The foundation for the Casillas house- 
hold in Tulsa, Okla., was love. That, and 
solid carpentry, much to the relief of Pete 
and Wanda Casillas. 

No matter that one of their seven chil- 
dren, Tony, was smaller than most of the 
kids in the neighborhood. The boy aspired 
at an early age to a career in professional 
sports, and conditioning became an obses- 
sion, even to the extent that he would 
jump rope on the kitchen floor. 

This was tolerable only until Tony start- 
ed approaching his current size, which he 
reached with the help of an insatiable ap- 
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petite. The tale is told of Casillas going to 
an all-you-can-eat steakhouse after the 
state track meet his senior year in high 
school and not leaving until he had fin- 
ished eight steaks, 10 baked potatoes and 
five loaves of bread. 

“T got so big,” Casillas said, “I'd walk 
around in that house full of small people 
and feel like a freak.” 

Pete Casillas envisioned his oldest son 
as a baseball player, but as Tony began to 
grow, he became infatuated with football. 

“IT remember telling my baseball coach 
that I was giving it up for football, and I 
remember him saying, ‘You'll never be 
anything in football,’ Casillas said. “Now 
here he is, wanting tickets to the Texas 
game every year.” 

As a fifth-grader, Casillas had become 
heavy enough that he was banned from 
playing running back in Pop Warner foot- 
ball, and in an 18-month span in his early 
teens, he grew two inches and gained 60 
pounds. 

“Everybody in school thought I was on 
steroids,” he said. 

Recruiters marveled at his mobility de- 
spite his size, and the sales pitches com- 
menced by mail his junior year. 

“IT remember the first day we got a let- 
ter,” he said. “It was from Kansas, and my 
dad opened it and read it, and he was get- 
ting tears in his eyes. They knew this is 
what I had been lifting weights and jump- 
ing rope in the house and standing out in 
the street kicking the ball for. Now I was 
going to get a scholarship. It made me 
feel good because I thought about every- 
thing they had sacrificed for their kids.” 

The recruitment of Casillas was nation- 
ally publicized because the only rival that 
still counts to many Oklahoma fans, 
Texas, nearly snatched him from the 
Sooners. 
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Cowboys defensive ace Les- 
lie O’ Neal uses his superior 
quickness to compensate for 
lack of size. 


“There was so much pressure on you to 
make a decision,” Casillas recalled. 
(Barry) Switzer, (Fred) Akers, those 
guys would all come to the house. 

“I get a kick out of thinking about how 
they were so sweet, so nice. But when 
they get you to campus, they turn the dogs 
loose on you.” 

Casillas coped with the transition—that 
is, until he was sidelined as a freshman by 
an ankle injury, then by mononucleosis 
and, ultimately, by Coach Switzer’s deci- 
sion to redshirt him. 

“T thought I was the type of athlete who 
could come in and play,” he said. “I 
thought I'd be good. I was doing what was 
necessary. But I was also 17, and when all 
this stuff came down, I found out just how 
immature I was. I was depressed and 
homesick, walking around with that cast 
on. I hated it. I felt helpless.” 

Casillas credits his parents and his re- 
habilitation program with helping him re- 
sist something so drastic as returning 
home or transferring. And in retrospect, 
he probably was fortunate to have been 
on crutches. 

“I met a girl in a class she was helping 
teach, and I could tell she was interested 
and felt sorry for me,” Casillas said of his 
future wife, Lisa, whom he is marrying 
this summer. “I told her I played football 
and she said, ‘Oh, what number are you?’ 
I'm feeling pretty cocky now, so I say, ‘I’m 
Number | (which was a quarterback’s 
number).’ And she said, ‘Oh, I've seen you 
play.’ That put me in my place.” 
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When Leslie O'Neal was about 4 years 
old, his father was pinned in a truck cab 
in a work accident and suffered a hip in- 
jury that left him disabled. 

“A lot of kids, their fathers take them 
fishing or hunting or get out there and 
teach them how to play ball,” O’Neal said. 
“Mine couldn't do that because he was on 
crutches and couldn't walk well. 

“But that never stopped him from being 
active or supportive. He would always 
keep me in gloves or baseballs or whatev- 
er I needed and would always encourage 
me to try out for different teams. He 
couldn't physically help me, but he was 
always there when I needed something.” 

All of which made for a considerable 
taxing of father Leslie’s resources be- 
cause fat kid or not, son Leslie always was 
in search of a game. 

“T played all day long if I could,” O'Neal 
said. “So what if I lost? I'd say, ‘Throw the 
ball out here and let's go again.’ I was 
playing football, baseball and basketball 
before I started grade school. 

“I was one of those short, fat kids, car- 
rying around his baby fat. All of a sudden 
between the eighth and ninth grade I shot 
up, and then I was considered tall and 
skinny.” 

Considered too light to warrant much 
playing time as a 175-pound sophomore, 
O'Neal made his coaches at Little Rock 
Hall High School regret that evaluation 
when, as a 190-pound junior linebacker, he 
had the first of two all-state seasons and 
led Hall to the first of two straight state 
championships. 

His lean build was a minor concern to 
Oklahoma State’s coaches, who outre- 
cruited Oklahoma, UCLA, Arkansas and 
Mississippi State for O'Neal. The Cowboys, 
enamored of his outrageous quickness, 


played him as a 213-pound defensive end 
his freshman year and a 225-pound tackle 
—one of the smallest interior linemen in 
the nation—as a sophomore, when he 
earned All-Big Eight honors. 

“The first time I saw him I figured he 
would be something special,” said Cow- 
boys Coach Pat Jones, who was the team's 
defensive coordinator at the time. “I knew 
he would grow to be a defensive tackle. | 
knew he had a chance to be a great de- 
fensive tackle.” 

But it wasn't until O'Neal suffered a leg 
injury in spring practice before his junior 
season that he began to approach his cur- 
rent size, which he considers “still half- 
way light against the offensive linemen in 
this league.” 

“IT couldn’t run because my leg was 
sore,’ O'Neal recalled, “so I went to a 
gym that a lot of body builders used. I saw 
how big and strong they were and said | 
wanted to have chests and shoulders like 
those guys. For the first time in my life, | 
found lifting weights to be fun, I never 
liked it before. I thought it was dull.” 

* * * 


If O'Neal shirked his obligations in the 
weight room because of his distaste for 
them, it would have been strikingly out of 
character. Anyone prying for secrets as to 
how Leslie O’Neal and Tony Casillas 
achieved their current status must be con- 
tent with the unearthing of time-honored 
virtues: discipline, diligence, pride in craft 
and selflessness. 

“I’m one of those people who is never 
satisfied that I've done enough,” O'Neal 
said. “We were 10-2 (in 1984) and I thought 
that was great, but my mind always 
seems to be running over the things we 
could've done to win those two games we 
lost. 

“IT puess I'm trying to be perfect, al- 
though I understand I'm never going to 
get there.” 

IU’s a mind-set that came through again 
in a conversation with Casillas, and those 
who know them best insist it cannot be 
dismissed as so much jock-speak. 

“Some people get to the status Tony 
enjoys and figure they don't have to prac- 
tice hard anymore,” said Charlie Sadler, 
Oklahoma defensive line coach. “Tony 
practices hard every play, every day, and 
everybody here knows it. He’s very aware 
of how people perceive him, He wants 
people to perceive him in a good light and 
not be viewed as some kind of hot dog. 

“It should be obvious to everyone that 
Tony is one of the great talents in the na- 
tion. What's not obvious to the people who 
see him only on Saturday or read about 
him in game stories is the nature of the 
man. How dedicated he is. How caring. 
How conscientious.” 

The mind boggles at the thought of 
what O'Neal and Casillas might accom- 
plish in their senior seasons. Nebraska, 
consistently the nation's premier running 
team, has yet to figure out what to do with 
O'Neal. He had 21 tackles against Mike 
Rozier and Nebraska's “greatest offensive 


Through hard work and 
determination, Mike Gott- 
fried has revived a weak 
Kansas program from its 
deep football slumber. 


team ever” in 1983 (a 14-10 Cowboys loss) 
and 20 tackles against the Cornhuskers in 
1984 (a 17-3 setback). 

O'Neal had 18 of his 134 tackles and 
three of his 13 quarterback sacks last sea- 
son against Oklahoma, and none were so 
startling as the play that to this day re- 
mains a favorite in the Oklahoma State 
film room. In the film clip, O'Neal grabs 
quarterback Danny Bradley behind the 
line of scrimmage, forces a desperation 
pitch to a running back and then makes 
the tackle himself near the sideline. 

“When the lights come on, he plays 
lights out,” defensive line coach George 
Walstad said. “Il don’t think I've seen a 
defensive tackle who is quicker. Some de- 
fensive linemen are so big and strong you 
can't block them. Leslie will get blocked 
for an instant and sometimes gets into 
bad situations, but he has the uncanny 
ability to get out of those situations.” 

Said O'Neal: “It’s hard for me to think 
I’m playing well if I'm not making a tack- 
le. I don't feel part of the game trying to 
chase people. I want to make the tackle 
no matter how many men are blocking 
me.” 

Opponents bent on double-team block- 
ing the likes of O’Neal and Casillas have 
the latter right where they want him—in 
the militarized zone at the heart of the 
interior line—and still can’t budge him. 
Casillas’ 62 unassisted tackles in 1984 
were second only to O'Neal's 70 among 
the league's down linemen. 


“Most teams figure they can neutralize 
the noseguard with a double-team, and for 
most noseguards, that’s true," Sadler said. 
“But that doesn’t hold for Tony. One on 
one, Tony's going to win 99 percent of the 
time. In double-team situations, he’s ac- 
tually got a 50 percent chance of winning; 
he’s actually a factor. 

“Noseguard is like no other position in 
that you are hit every play, and more than 
once on most plays. And Tony is like no 
other noseguard in that he’s always moy- 
ing his feet, always chasing the ball, al- 
ways scrapping, even when they've got 
three people on him.” 

Brandt said Casillas, who began his ca- 
reer at Oklahoma as a tackle and then 
jumped from the all-conference second 
team as a sophomore to the consensus 
All-America team as a junior, is recog- 
nized among pro scouts for his extraordi- 
nary strength and competitiveness. 

“We've never had a report on him," 
Brandt said, “where someone didn't men- 
tion that he appeared to be playing as 
hard at the end as he was at the begin- 
ning, no matter the score.” 

O'Neal is projected by Brandt as “a 
greal pass rusher, a Richard Dent (of the 
Chicago Bears) or Fred Dean (San Fran- 
cisco 49ers) type. He’s just so quick, those 
big tackles won't be able to contain him.” 

Those big National Football League 
tackles and centers have a year off before 
they have to start worrying about what t« 
do with Casillas and O'Neal. For now, it’s 
Nebraska, Missouri and the other Big 
Eight teams that have their hands full. @ 


CONFERENCE 
PREVIEW 


Spare Mike Gottfried the sympathy for 
having had to cope with 1984. Adversity is 
what was visited upon him at age 11 with 
the death of his father, and nothing relat- 
ing to his salvaging of the Kansas football 
program qualifies under the same head- 
ing. Not NCAA probation. Not player de- 
fections or academic shortcomings. Not a 
bizarre rash of injuries. Not even the sur- 
facing of all these blemishes in one sea- 
son, as occurred at Kansas in 1984, 

“IT was in a great family situation—a 
mother and father who were super to us 
and taught us to love and be loved,” Gott- 
fried recalled. “Then I woke up one morn- 
ing to learn my father had died of a heart 
attack, and that wonderful family situa- 
tion was turned upside down. 

“T was sent to live with someone else, 
and my two brothers were sent to another 
home while my mother found a job. It was 
three months before she could bring us 
back together, and it was never the same 
again. 

“To me, that’s tough. That’s being 
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against the wall. Not any of this stuff.” 

To hear Gottfried talk of family and 
feelings and the fragility of one’s exis- 
tence is to understand why he would re- 
duce this business of revitalizing flagging 
football teams to “people terms.” 

A discourse on how he transformed the 
Jayhawks’ sorry program into one of first- 
division quality in the Big Eight Confer- 
ence did not deal in conditioning methods, 
recruiting procedures, offensive innova- 
tions and the like. 

Rather, it revealed a philosophy found- 
ed on ideals—diligence, pride, communi- 
cation, discipline and love—to which any 
coach who cares a whit about public rela- 
tions will at least pay lip service. 

What distinguishes Gottfried is the 
widely held suspicion that few of these 
qualities were in evidence at Kansas be- 
fore his arrival in 1983, plus the knowl- 
edge that he is an immensely popular 
coach because of his adherence to those 
virtues. 

On top of that, there is an overriding 
sense that something intangible must be 
at work here, because smart money says 
one can’t reap the winnings Gottfried did 
in his second season with the hand he had 
been dealt. 

The hangover from a yearlong NCAA 
investigation and the subsequent penal- 
ties for rules violations in the tenure of 
former coach Don Fambrough provided 
an ugly backdrop for 1984. Three players 
announced their intention to redshirt be- 
cause television and bowl-game appear- 
ances had been prohibited. 

Widespread academic shortcomings 
that had their roots in the Fambrough re- 
gime became increasingly apparent in 
84. By the time the season opened, 11 
players prominent on the depth chart had 
been declared academically ineligible. 
Complicating matters were injuries that 
caused 12 players on the first two teams 
to miss one or more games. 

In sum, 24 of the 44 players listed on the 
preseason two-deep charts were not avail- 
able late in the season, and all were re- 
placed by freshmen and sophomores. At 
one desperate moment, defensive line 
coach Vic Eumont grabbed an untested 
freshman offensive lineman, said, “Poof! 
You're a defensive lineman!” and sent 
him into the game. 

“At some schools,” Sports Information 
Director Doug Vance said, “what we put 
on the field would be considered a junior 
varsity team.” 

But the joke ultimately proved to be on 
the Big Eight in general and the Oklaho- 
ma Sooners in particular. Gottfried was 
named the league’s Coach of the Year 
after the Jayhawks—picked to finish 
eighth even before the onset of personnel 
problems—placed fourth at 4-3 (5-6 over- 
all). Not the least of the reasons for hon- 
oring him was the 28-11 humiliation of the 
Orange Bowl-bound Sooners. 

“Honestly, I can say I never worried 
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Mike Norseth (above) will 
pull the trigger for Kansas’ 
offense. Linebacker Brian 
Bosworth is part of Oklaho- 
ma’s devastating defense. 
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about the winning or when it would 
come,” said Gottfried, who previously re- 
vived dying programs at Murray State 
and Cincinnati. “There are other things 
which first must be brought into balance. 

“It begins with hard work—and I’m 
sorry if all this sounds like coach’s talk. 
When I got here, the players didn’t even 
know how to practice. Our message to 
them was, ‘Invest your time, don’t spend 
it.’ Once we get them to invest something 
in the program, then it's hard for them to 
give up. 

“Next was pride. We reminded them of 
all the greats who have played here— 
Gale Sayers, John Riggins, Nolan Crom- 
well. We even brought up the great bas- 
ketball tradition—Wilt Chamberlain, 
Phog Allen. And we said: ‘Why not you? 
Keep on looking at yourself as a doormat 
and that’s exactly what you'll be.’. . . 

“We opened lines of communication be- 
tween the coaches and players. We gave 
them disciplinary guidelines, the basis 
being that if they acted like a man they 
would be treated like one, and we en- 
couraged them to develop a loving feeling 
among themselves. 

“Loyalty is what has grown from all 
this, and once we have the commitment 
from them, the winning follows.” 

With the return of redshirts, academic 
casualties and assorted defectors, Gott- 
fried is unmatched in that he will compete 
with 10 returning starters on offense and 
10 on defense. 

Prominent are All-Big Eight linebacker 
Willie Pless, who made a league-high 206 
tackles last season and is of All-America 
caliber despite having limited physical at- 
tributes (6 feet tall, 215 pounds), and sen- 
ior Mike Norseth, who in a season when 
Missouri’s Marlon Adler might set the 
league's career total offense record is ex- 
pected to emerge as the Big Eight’'s pre- 
mier quarterback. He completed 56.9 per- 
cent of his passes for 1,682 yards a year 
ago. 

Joining Norseth in what could be a 
strong backfield are senior running backs 
Lynn Williams and Robert Mimbs, who to- 
gether tallied 1,270 yards rushing and 11 
touchdowns last year. Other possible of- 
fensive stars are wide receiver Skip Peete 
and guard Doug Certain. 

Except for the spots manned by Pless 
and cornerback Alvin Walton, the defense 
is suspect throughout. Several young play- 
ers are bound to be improved, however, 
coming off a season in which they were 
thrust into the starting lineup. 

None of this is to suggest that any team 
other than Oklahoma is expected to spend 
New Year's Day in Miami, or that any 
team other than Nebraska or the rising 
national power at Oklahoma State has le- 
gitimate grounds for disputing the point. 

Just when it was suspected that the Big 
Eight had taken the boom out of the Soon- 
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ers and that the nation’s winningest ac- 
live coach, Barry Switzer, was in jeopardy 
of dismissal, Oklahoma returned to the 
Orange Bowl for the first time since the 
1980 team made the school’s fourth 
straight appearance there. 

Colorado Coach Bill McCartney said he 
remembers “Barry saying a year ago, ‘If 
they're going to get us, they'd better get 
us this year.’ | imagine this year they'll be 
out of sight.” 

Unlike the glory years of the 1970s, 
Oklahoma's bedrock is a supremely confi- 
dent defense that according to one Big 
Eight coach “talks a good game, but un- 
fortunately plays an even better one.” 

Seven starters return from the unit that 
was second nationally in total defense 
(first against the rush), and Switzer fig- 
ures “we've got three or four potential 
All-Americas.” Noseguard Tony Casillas, 
who kept alive Oklahoma's streak of hav- 
ing at least one consensus All-America in 
every season since 1971, and linebacker 
Brian Bosworth, an All-Big Eight pick as a 
redshirt freshman, probably are locks. If 
Kevin Murphy, a two-time all-conference 
selection, is fully recovered from a foot 
injury that sidelined him last season, then 
he and sophomore Darrell Reed might 
give the Sooners a sweep of the All- 
America defensive end positions. 

The only apparent weakness in the 
Oklahoma defense is in the backfield. 
“Our secondary is a concern,” defensive 
coordinator Gary Gibbs said. “We are to- 
tally void at cornerback.” 

Sophomore Ricky Dixon, former run- 
ning back Derrick White and junior col- 
lege transfer Ledell Glenn are the leading 
candidates to fill those holes. 

Junior running backs Spencer Tillman 
and Ear! Johnson, who combined for 1,992 
yards rushing in 1983, were healthy again 
this spring after injury-plagued '84 sea- 
sons, Their return to form would ease the 
Sooners’ transition from All-Big Fight 
quarterback Danny Bradley to untested 
sophomores Troy Aikman, Kyle Irvin or 
Derrick Crudup (a transfer from Florida). 

“Finding a quarterback,” Switzer said, 
“will be the difference between having a 
pretty good offense and one that will be 
scratching all the time.” 

If the Sooners’ new quarterback can es- 
tablish himself as a capable passer, junior 
Derrick Shepard could have a busy year. 
The split end, a former walk-on, caught 24 
Passes a year ago and presents Oklaho- 
ma’'s biggest deep threat. Sophomore tight 
end Keith Jackson is quite capable on the 
shorter routes. 

Senior guard Eric Pope anchors a line 
that needs a new center and a pair of 
tackles following graduation departures. 

When the Sooners beat Nebraska, 17-7, 
and then went on to beat Oklahoma State 
a week later, they ended the Cornhuskers’ 
string of 27 consecutive league victories 
and three straight Big Right champion- 
ships. The Sooners now are favored to re- 
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tain the conference title as much for what 
they have as for what the Cornhuskers 
don’t have. Only one offensive starter and 
two on defense return from the Nebraska 
team that throttled Louisiana State in the 
Sugar Bowl, and among the losses is con- 
sensus All-America center Mark Tray- 
nowicz. 

But fret not for Coach Tom Osborne, 
who has recovered from coronary bypass 
surgery in the off-season. In Osborne’s 12 
years as head coach, no major-college 
coach—Switzer included—can match his 
achievement of winning a minimum of 
nine games each season. Twelve consecu- 
live bowl appearances—eight of them in 
major bowls—are evidence enough to dis- 
miss Osborne’s smoke screen that “we 
must rebuild both units and may have a 
difficult time developing a team that will 
measure up to the standards of the past 
four years,” 

What Big Eight coach wouldn't take his 
chances rebuilding with the likes of sec- 
ond-string I-back Doug DuBose? The 185- 
pound junior saw just enough action be- 
hind starter Jeff Smith to win the Big 
Fight rushing title (1,040 yards on only 156 
carries) and will be marketed by the 
Cornhuskers’ formidable publicity ma- 
chine as a Heisman Trophy candidate. 

And even though many untested play- 
ers will inherit starting jobs, Nebraska 
never has had much trouble scanning its 
depth chart for capable replacements. On 
offense, it will be up to DuBose, senior 
tight end Todd Frain and senior center 
Bill Lewis to provide leadership for the 
unproven squad, which includes Paul 
Miles and Keith (End Zone) Jones, a 
promising pair of reserve I-backs. 

Senior quarterback Travis Turner saw 
a fair amount of action backing up Craig 
Sundberg last season but did not establish 
himself as a strong runner or passer. The 
Cornhuskers are hoping that sophomore 
McCathorn Clayton will emerge as a wor- 
thy starter. 

With two-year starter Mike Knox re- 
turning after a year’s layoff because of a 
knee injury and joining Marc Munford at 
linebacker, the concern for what gradua- 
lion wrought on the nation’s top-ranked 
defense is minimized. 

Munford and tackle Chris Spachman 
are the only returning starters on defense, 
but both players have All-America poten- 
tial. Knox, middle guard Ken Shead and 
safety Brian Washington also are honors 
candidates, so the Huskers’ future should 
not be as grim as mere numbers might 
suggest. 

Oklahoma State Coach Pat Jones is 
skeptical that Nebraska can overcome its 
graduation losses easily. 

“Tt will be interesting to see if Nebraska 
can replace that defense,” he said. 

Still, Jones is respectful of the Red Men- 
ace in the Big Eight. The Cowboys won 
nine regular-season games and the Gator 
Bowl in Jones’ rookie season, but two of 
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their maddening traditions were upheld: 
They failed to beat Nebraska, which they 
have not done since 1961, and they failed 
to beat Oklahoma, which they have done 
only three times since joining the league 
in 1960. 

“The gap is closing,’ Jones said. “Peo- 
ple have to believe that, if for no other 
reasons than the way we've played in gen- 
eral (16-6 plus two bowl championships 
the last two years) and against those two 
in particular (14-10 and 17-3 losses to Ne- 
braska and 21-20 and 24-14 setbacks 
against the Sooners). 

“It's going to happen, but until it does, 
we have fo start every year by saying 
they are the best.” 

Casillas’ prime competition for the Out- 
land and Lombardi trophies will come 
from Leslie O'Neal of the Cowboys, the 
All-America defensive tackle whom Iowa 
State Coach Jim Criner said is “the single 
most dominant player in the Big Eight.” 

O'Neal, who made 134 tackles last year, 
is just the best part of a good defensive 
front. End Warren Thompson proved him- 
self while playing as an occasional starter 
last season, and senior John Washington 
may move to tackle after excelling as a 
noseguard the last two years. 

Another possible switch Is that of senior 
James Ham from defensive end in order 
to fill the void left by the graduation of 
All-Big Eight linebacker Matt Monger. 

The secondary is sound with All-Ameri- 
ca candidate Mark Moore at either cor- 
nerback or free safety and junior Mike 
Hudson at the other safety spot. 

The Cowboys have a tailback to rival 
DuBose in 184-pound sophomore Thurman 
Thomas, who capped a 688-yard freshman 
season by rushing for 155 yards in the 
Gator Bowl! win over South Carolina. 
Thomas scored six touchdowns to lead the 
Cowboys in scoring as well as rushing asa 
rookie. 

Except for senior tackle Paul Blair, 
Thomas is Oklahoma State's only legiti- 
mate offensive candidate for postseason 
awards. The line appears solid, but the re- 
ceiving corps will feature several new 
faces. Prize recruit Hart Lee Dykes may 
be among them. 

The major question mark, however, is 
quarterback. Rusty Hilger left some big 
shoes to fill, but sophomore Ronnie Wil- 
liams may be up to the task. In his only 
extended appearance last year, Williams 
completed nine of 12 passes for 113 yards 
and rushed for one TD in the second half 
against Kansas. 

“Ronnie Williams is the key,” Jones 
said. “We go from a fifth-year guy to a 
raw quarterback. The good news is Ron- 
nie has more ability than anybody we've 
had recently at that position.” 

Quarterbacks seem to be the least of 
the concerns in the second division, 
where Criner, McCartney and Kansas 
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Oklahoma guard Eric Pope. 
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Players to Watch 


(Not including players on All-America Checklist) 
LOY ALEXANDER 
Wide Receiver Colorado 


RON BROWN 


Running Back/Wide Receiver Colorado 


JON EMBREE 
Tight End Colorado 


BARRY REMINGTON 


Linebacker Colorado 


MIKE NORSETH 


Quarterback Kansas 


LYNN WILLIAMS 


Tailback Kansas 


GERALD ALPHIN 


Flanker Kansas State 


LES MILLER 


Defensive Tackle 


MARLON ADLER 


Quarterback Missouri 


Kansas State 


Missouri 


MICHAEL SCOTT 


Defensive End Missouri 


BO SHERRILL 


Linebacker Missouri 


BILL LEWIS 


Center Nebraska 


Nebraska 


KEITH JACKSON 
Tight End Oklahoma 


ERIC POPE 


Offensive Guard Oklahoma 


DARRELL REED 


Defensive End Oklahoma 


PAUL BLAIR 


Offensive Tackle 


JAMES HAM 


Linebacker 


; Oklahoma State 
Oklahoma State 


Oklahoma State 
JOHN WASHINGTON 


Noseguard Oklahoma State 
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COLORADO 


Coach: Bill McCartney (7-25-1, 3 years) 

4984 Record: 1-10; 7th in conf., 1-6. 

Offense: Multiple. Defense: 3-4, 

Key Losses: Alan Chrite, LB; Kent Davis, S; 
Don Muncie, NG; Lee Rouson, TB; George 
Smith, DT; Steve Vogel, QB. 

Starters Returning: Offense (9): Loy Alexan- 
der, SE, 5- 11/175, Sr.; Ron Brown, FL/HB, 5- 
10/179, Sr.; Eric Coyle, C, 6-2/255, Jr; Jon 
Embree, TE, 6-3/225, Jr.. Jeff Glenn, G/T, 6- 
5/270, Soph.; William Gulley, C, 6-1/250. Sr.. 
Junior tli, G, 6-2/265, Sr; Anthony Weather - 
spoon, FB, 6-1/235, Soph.; James Webb, T, 
6-4/265, Sr, Defense (6): Ken Lightner, T, 6- 
2/255, Sr; Dan MoMillen, LB, 6-4/220, Sr; 
Mickey Pruitt. S, 6-1/195, Soph.; Barry Rem- 
ington, LB, 6-3/225, Jr.; Darin Schubeck, LB, 
6-2/205, Jr; Tommy) Streeter, CB, 6- 1/193, 
Soph 

Key Returnees: Jo Jo Collins, WB, Soph.; Don 
DeLuzio, LB. Soph.; Don Fairbanks, DT/LB, 
Sr.; Mark Hatcher, HB/QB. Soph., Craig Keen- 
an. QB, Sr.; Eric McCarty. FB. Soph.; John 
Nairn, S, Jr; Chuck Page, OB. Jr, Pat Ryan, 
OT. Jr: Pete Shinnick, OG, Soph.; Derrick 
Smith, LB, Jr. (RS/Knee); Sam Smith, TB. Jr 

Solomon Wilcots, DB, Jr. (RS/Shoulder) 

Top Newcomers: Kyle Rapprold. NT (transter 
from Fort Lewis) 


IOWA STATE 


Coach: Jim Criner (6-14-2. ? years. 65-35-23 
overall, 9 years) 

1984 Record: 2-7-2, 8th in conf 0-5-2 
Offense: Multiple Defense: Multiple 

Key Losses: Tommy Davis, RB, Tracy Hender 
son, SE, Steve Little, DT, Robbie Minor, FL: 
Barry Moore, DT; Dan Smoldt, TE 

Starters Returning: Offense (6): Kevin Faq 
leston, T, 6-8/339, Sr, Alex Espinoza. OB. 6- 
1/192, Jr, (missed several games w/broken 
leg). Eric Huhndorf, G, 6-4/269, Jr. Vince 
Jasper, G, 6-3/252. Jr, Channon Mawdsley, C, 
6-3/254, Jr; Bruce Westemeyer, T. 6-7/268. 
Sr. Defense (6): Jeff Braswell, LB. 6-1/224 
dr; Dennis Gibson, LB, 6-3/223, Jr.. Tim Iver 
sen, LB, 6-2/215, Sr; Jim Luebbers, E, 6 
5/246, Sr, Anthony Mayze. S. 6-3/206, Sr, 
Lester Williams, LB-DE, 6-1/224, Sr 

Key Returnees: Bill Berthusen, DT, Jr; James 
Butler, LB, Soph; Danny Gantt, FL, Sr: Alan 
Hood, QB/RB, Sr, Perry Laures. DT. Sr. Greg 
Liter, DT. Jr. Dan Poprilo, TB. Soph.. Michael 
Posey, FL, Jr. Randy Richards, LB, Jr; Vernon 
Singleton, LB, Sr, Hughes Suffren. SE. Soph.. 
Tony Tucker, CB. Sr: Al Watson. TB, Sr.: Jeff 
Wodka, TE, Sr 

Top Newcomers: Rick Frank, K/P (JUCO) 
Joe Henderson. RB; Anthony Hoskins, LB, Bob 
Peterson, OB 


KANSAS 


Coach: Mike Gottfried (9-12-1 
33-2 overall, 7 years) 

1984 Record: 5-6; 4th in conf. 4.3 

Offense: Multiple Defense: Wide Tackle Six 
Key Loss: Bennie Simecka, C 

Starters Returning: Offense (10); Jeff Ander 
son, TE. 6-3/225, Sr (status questionable 
w/knee injury), Doug Gertain. G, 6-4/260, Sr 
Jim Davis, T, 6-6/250, Soph., Richard Estell 
SE. 6-4/195, Sr; Mark Henderson, FB, & 
0/215, Jr; Mike Norseth, QB, 6-3/200, Sr 
Skip Peete, WR, 6-0/185, Sr, Bob Pieper, T 
6-5/265, Jr, Paul Swenson. G, 6-5/263. Sr 
Lynn Williams, TB, 6-2/200, Sr. Defense (10): 
Dino Bell, CB, 5-9/ 180, Sr.; Rick Bredeson, |B 
6- 1/215, Soph.; Arnold Fields, DB, 6-1/200 
Sr. (may switch to FR); Phil Forte, T, 6-3/240. 
Jr., Marvin Mattox, DB, 6-4/205, Soph ; Willie 
Pless, LB, 6-0/215, Sr. Jon Stewart, T, 6 
4/225, Soph., Robert Tucker, T, 63/250. Sr, 
Alvin Walton, CB, 6-0/180, Sr. Wayne Ziegler, 
S, 6-2/190. Jr 

Key Returnees: Eldridge Avery, NT. Soph 
(academic RS); Derek Berry, S, Jr, Sylvester 
Byrd, TE, Sr (RS): Johnny Holloway, WR, Jr 
(RS), Robert Mimbs, RB, Sr; Chip Schuler 
OG, Sr (statis questionable w/back injury) 
Darnell Williams, LB, dr, (academic RS) 

Top Newcomer: Rudi Randolph. |B (JUCO) 
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Nebraska's Mike Knox. 
KANSAS STATE 


Coach: Jim Dickey (25-51-2, 7 years) 

1984 Record: 3-7-1. T5th in conf., 2-4-1. 
Offense: |-formation Defense: 52. 

Key Losses: Kyle Clawson, DT; Bob Daniels, 
LB, Scott Fulhage, P; Damian Johnson, OT; 
Mark Newton, NG, Calvin Switzer, OG; Stan 
Weber, OB: Steve Willis, K. 

Starters Returning: Offense (4): Gerald Al- 
phin, FL, 6-3/212. Sr, Andy Harding, CG, 6- 
3/243, Sr., Jerry Poole, G/T, 6-3/272, Sr; 
James Ricketts. TB. 6-0/200. Sr. Defense 
(10): David Ast, CB. 6-0/188. Sr.; Dwayne 
Castille, E, 6-0/214, Soph.: Jack Epps, S, 6- 
0/202. Sr. Barton Hundley, S, 5- 11/190, Sr,; 
Brad Lambert. CB. 5-11/170, Soph.; Tim Mac- 
Donald, LB, 6-3/236, Soph; Les Miller, T, 6- 
7/267, Jr, Grady Newton, E, 6-1/224, Jr.: 
Kenneth Reed, T, 6-2/252, Sr.; Matt Waller- 
stedt, LB, 5-11/202, Soph, 

Key Returnees;: Charles Crawford, FB, Sr. 
(RS/knee): Kent Dean. TF, Soph.; Todd Elder, 
FL. Soph.; Curtis Hughes, NG, Jr.; Jeffery Hurd, 
LB, Jr. John Kendrick, TB, Sr.; Rick Lewis, FB, 
Soph, Todd Moody. TB, Jr.; Tim Stone, OT. 
Sr, Greg Strahm, FB. Sr (switched from DE); 
Scott Wentzel, S. Sr > Randy Williams, QB. 
Soph, James Witherspoon, FL/TB, Sr 

Top Newcomers: Kevin Humphrey, DL 
(JUGO); Mark McGray, OB (JUCO). 


MISSOURI 


Coach: Woody Widenhofer (First year at Mis- 
souri) 

1984 Record: 3-7. 1, T5thin Conf., 2-4-1 
Offense: Pro-Set Defense: 3-4 

Key Losses: Robert Curry, DT: Tony Davis, TE: 
Eric Drain, F@ Andy Hill, SE, Tracey Mack, LB: 
George Shorthose. FL 

Starters Returning: Offense (5): Marlon Adler, 
QB. 5 11/182. Sr: John Glay, T, 6-5/304, Jr; 
Dave Kniptash, T. 65/273. Sr.; Phil Pettey, G, 
6§-4/277, Soph. Jon Redd. TB, 5-9/203, Jr. 
Defense (3): Steve Leshe, NG, 6-2/270, Sr; 
Michael Scott. £&, 6-5/293, Jr; Bo Sherrill, LB, 
6-2/220. Jr 

Key Returnees: Santio Barbosa, FB, Sr. Mike 
Boliaux. C. Soph,, Vernon Boyd, TB, Jr.; Walter 
Bruns, G. Sr, Ed Esson, FB, Jr; Tony Facinelli, 
CB, Sr. Anthony Frazier, S, Jr.; Gary Justis, 
LB/DE Sr. Adrian McBride. WR, Sr-; Erik 
McMillan, S, Soph. (switched from DE); Victor 
Moore, FL, Soph . Cliff Mundy. FL, Soph.: 
David Peyton, SE. Soph ; Pat Ray, DB, Soph., 
Cameron Riley, S. Jr. Warren Seitz, QB, Sr.; 
Craig Suntrup, C. Jr. Pat Thetford, TE. Sr.; Eric 
Troy, DE, Sr | Earl Williams. DB, Soph. 

Top Newcomers: Darryl Darling, LB (RS); 
Kenny Kina, DB, Darren MacDonald, LB; Chuck 
Tabor OT (RS), Steve Vandearift. |B (RS) 
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NEBRASKA 


Coach: Tom Osborne (118-27-2, 12 years) 
1984 Record: 9-2; Tistin conf,, 6-1. 

Offense; |-formation, Defense: 52. 

Key Losses: Mark Behning, OT; Dave Burke, 
CB; Bret Clark, S: Ken Graeber, MG; Harry 
Grimminger, OG; Neil Harris, CB; Mike 
McCashland, S; Greg Orton, OG; Jeff Smith, 
1B; Scott Strasburger, DE; Rob Stuckey, DT; 
Craig Sundberg, QB; Shane Swanson. WB; 
Mark Traynowicz, C; Bill Weber, DE. 

Starters Returning: Offense (1): Todd Frain. 
TE, 6-2/230, Sr. Defense (2): Marc Munford, 
LB, 6-2/225, Jr.; Chris Spachman, T, 6-4/260, 
Jr. 

Key Returnees: McCathorn Clayton, QB, 
Soph.; Chad Daffer, LB, Sr.; Doug DuBose, |B, 
Jr.; Pernell Gaston, WB, Jr.; Brian Hiemer, TE, 
Sr.; Tony Holloway, DE, Jr. (RS); Keith Jones, 
IB, Soph.; Mike Knox, LB, Sr. (RS/knee); Bill 
Lewis, C, Sr.; Rob Maggard, OT, Jr.; Paul Miles, 
{B, Sr. (RS); Danny Noonan, DT, Jr.; Stan 
Parker, OG, Jr.; Tom Rathman, FB, Sr.; Gregg 
Reeves, DE, Sr.; Robb Schnitzler, SE, Jr.; Ken 
Shead, MG, Sr.; Jim Skow, DT, Sr.; Travis 
Turner, QB, Sr.; Brad Tyrer, DE, Jr.; Dennis 
Watkins, CB, Sr.; Brian Washington, S, Soph. 
Top Newcomers: Richard Bell, WB; Brian 
Davis, DB (JUCO); Tyreese Knox, IB (RS); 
Steve Taylor, OB; Broderick Thomas, DE. 


OKLAHOMA 


Coach: Barry Switzer (115-23-4, 12 years) 
1984 Record: 9-1-1; Tist in conf., 6-1 
Offense: Wishbone, Defense: 52. 

Key Losses: Danny Bradley, QB; Steve Sewell, 
HB; Chuck Thomas, C. 

Starters Returning: Offense (6): Lydell Carr, 
FB, 6-2/196, Soph.; Keith Jackson, TE, 6- 
3/235, Soph.; Jeff Pickett, G, 6-1/275, Jr.; Eric 
Pope. G, 6-2/275, Sr.; Derrick Shepard, SE, 
5- 11/183, Jr.; Spencer Tillman, HB, 5-11/209, 
Jr. Defense (7): Brian Bosworth, LB, 6-2/228, 
Soph.; Sonny Brown, S, 6-2/195, Jr; Tony Ca- 
sillas. NG, 6-3/272, Sr.; Troy Johnson, E, 6- 
2/215, Soph.; Paul Migliazzo, LB, 6-1/226, Jr.: 
Tony Rayburn, S, 6-3/195, Jr.; Darrell Reed, E, 
6-2/218, Soph. 

Key Returnees: Troy Aikman, QB, Soph.; Steve 
Bryan, DT, Jr.; Patrick Collins, HB, Soph.; Evan 
Gatewood, LB, Soph.; Percy Hines, CB, Jr.; 
Mark Hutson, OT. Soph.; Kyle Irvin, QB, Saph.; 
Earl Johnson, RB, Jr. (RS/kneecap): Greg 
Johnson, OT, Soph.; Dante Jones, LB, Soph.; 
Tim Lashar, K, Jr.; Kevin Murphy, DE-LB, Sr. 
(RS/foot); Richard Reed, DT, Jr.; Jeff Tupper, 
DT, Sr.; David Vickers, S, Soph. 

Top Newcomers: Derrick Crudup, QB (trans- 
fer from Florida); Ledell Glenn, OB (JUCO); 
Kevin Thompson, DB; Scott Thompson, DB; 
Dante Williams, L; Tony Woods, DT (RS). 


OKLAHOMA STATE 


Coach: Pat Jones (10-2-0, 1 year) 

1984 Record: 9-2-0; 3rd in Conf., 5-2. 
Offense: Multiple. Defense: Multiple. 

Key Losses: Rod Brown, S; Barry Hanna, TE; 
Rodney Harding, DT; Jamie Harris, FL; Rusty 
Hilger. QB; Adam Hinds. S; Shawn Jones, TB: 
Malcolm Lewis, SE; Matt Monger, LB; Ralph 
Partida, OG; Larry Roach, K. 

Starters Returning: Offense (5): Paul Blair, T, 
6-4/270, Sr; Derek Burton, G, 6-2/255, Sr.; 
Chuck Shanklin, T, 6-5/258, Sr.; Thurman 
Thomas. TB, 5-11/184; Soph.; David Tucker, 
C, 6-2/270. Sr. Defense (6): Ricky Adams, LB, 
6-2/220, Sr.; James Ham, E/LB, 6-2/224, Sr,; 
Mark Moore, CB/S. 6-0/190, Jr.; Leslie 
O'Neal, T, 6-4/249, Sr.; John Washington, 
NG/T, 6-5/265, Sr.; Windell Yancy, CB, 6- 
2/197, Jr. 

Key Returnees: Gary Cooper, P, Soph.; Ken- 
neth Cumby, LB, Soph.; Mike Hudson, DB, Jr; 
Jim Krebs, LB, Sr.; Bobby Riley, WR, Jr.; Harry 
Roberts, DE, Sr.; Ricky Shaw, DE, Soph.; War - 
ren Thompson, DE, Sr.; Will Timmons, FB, Jr-; 
Terry Wemer, SE, Sr.; Demise Williams, CB, Jr; 
Ronnie Williams, QB, Soph. 

Top Newcomers: Hart Lee Dykes, WR/TE: 
Rodderick Gaines, OB/DB (RS); Melvin Gil- 
liam. QB/DB; Jarrod Green, WR; Curtis Luper, 
RB (RS): Adam Perkins, DB 


Alex Espinoza, who suffered a broken leg in Iowa State’s eighth 
game last season, will return as the Cyclones’ No. 1 quarter- 
back. 


State's Jim Dickey are making their an- 
nual pitches for more respect, all the 
while wondering if they have the talent to 
rival even what Woody Widenhofer in- 
herited from deposed Warren Powers at 
Missouri. 

Widenhofer is hoping to turn around a 
Missouri team that last year was expected 
to contend for the conference crown but 
instead finished with an embarrassing 2-4- 
1 Big Eight record. 

Adler, who walked on at Missouri as a 
punter, should get the 1,875 yards of total 
offense he needs to displace former Tiger 
Phil Bradley as the league career record 
holder—provided Widenhofer junks the 
two-quarterback system that many play- 
ers grumbled was responsible for the 
Tigers’ miserable season. Such a move 
probably would put senior Warren Seitz 
back on the bench or at another position, 
perhaps wide receiver. 

Widenhofer is instituting a new pro- 
style offense that may restrict Adler's op- 
tion skills but should give him plenty of 
opportunities to throw the ball. However, 
his top three receivers last season are 
gone, leaving senior Adrian McBride as 
the only seasoned returnee. 

Junior Jon Redd, the Tigers’ top rusher 
a year ago (668 yards), is back, along with 
a strong offensive line led by all-confer- 
ence tackle John Clay, an All-America 
and Outland Trophy candidate, and guard 
Phil Pettey. 

Widenhofer’s hallmark is his work as 
defensive coordinator for the Pittsburgh 
Steelers, but his prowess will be tested by 


the ragged state of Missouri's secondary, 
the Big Eight’s worst in '84. Tony Facinel- 
li, who started the first six games last sea- 
son, is the only returnee with significant 
experience. 

The bright spots on the Missouri de- 
fense are junior end Michael Scott, junior 
linebacker Bo Sherrill and sophomore 
safety Erik McMillan. 

Oklahoma, Nebraska and Oklahoma 
State all play at Columbia, Mo., this sea- 
son, but the Tigers no longer can hope to 
slow down those teams with their soggy 
grass field. Missouri has been dragged 
into the 20th Century and will become the 
last Big Eight school to install artificial 
turf. 

Iowa State quarterback Alex Espinoza, 
who completed 54.6 percent of his passes 
for 1,580 yards and 10 touchdowns before 
suffering a broken leg in the eighth game 
last season, returns with his starting of- 
fensive line intact but without a depend- 
able running game following the loss of 
running backs Tommy Davis and Richard 
Hanson. 

Ironically, senior Alan Hood, who took 
over at quarterback when Espinoza went 
down, is among those vying for the start- 
ing tailback job. 

Criner recruited heavily from junior 
colleges to strengthen the secondary of a 
defense that improved from 86th national- 
ly to 17th last season. Five of the Cy- 
clones’ top six tacklers in '84 return, in- 
cluding linebacker Jeff Braswell, who led 
the team with 142 stops. 

“When I took the job (in 1983), I had 


eight days to recruit, and they had had 
two poor recruiting years before that,” 
Criner said. ‘Since then we've been re- 
cruiting to salvage our defense, so overall, 
we slill have a way to go to bridge the gap 
between our team and the first division.” 

At Kansas State, Dickey was so im- 
pressed with the strength of Randy Wil- 
liams’ throwing arm in limited action last 
season that he vowed to alter the Wild- 
cats’ offensive philosophy and “be much 
more wide open than you've seen us.” 

Williams, who threw for 348 yards last 
year, will take over for the departed Stan 
Weber. Even though Williams started 
only two games a year ago, the sopho- 
more will have to assume a leadership 
role because only four starters return to 
an offense thal is not blessed with honors 
candidates. 

Flanker Gerald Alphin, however, bears 
watching as the Wildcats revamp their 
passing game. 

All-Big Eight safety Barton Hundley 
and tackle Les Miller stand out on a de- 
fense that returns 10 starters, but whether 
that is a blessing or a liability is uncertain. 
The Wildcats ranked 100th nationally in 
rushing defense, 86th in total defense and 
95th in scoring defense last season. 

A potentially improved defense and a 
favorable schedule—seven of 11 games 
will be played in Manhattan, Kan., includ- 
ing the first five—indicate that the Wild- 
cats should improve on their 3-7-1 record 
in ’84. Any hopes of escaping the second 
division, however, probably are just wish- 
ful thinking. 

Colorado also has a promising passer in 
senior Craig Keenan, who in limited ac- 
tion threw for 1,012 yards. But it's unlikely 
he'll throw often because the Buffaloes— 
with three of the league's top receivers in 
Ron Brown, Loy Alexander and Jon Em- 
bree—may be switching to a wishbone at- 
tack. It’s a strange move, especially after 
finishing last nationally in 1984 with a 
meager 659 yards rushing for the season, 
almost 300 yards less than the next-worst 
team. Small wonder the Buffaloes were 1- 
10 in McCartney's third season. 

“We haven't generated a running game 
since I came here, but this is the first time 
we've had this kind of depth, size and ma- 
turity in our line,” said McCartney, whose 
’84 line returns intact but whose backfield 
lacks experience. 

Colorado’s defense, weak a year ago, 
returns only six starters. Junior line- 
backer Barry Remington, however, is 
among the best in the conference at his 
position. 

Disciplinary measures stripped the 
league of two of its top athletes. lowa 
State’s Tracy Henderson, the league's ca- 
reer leader in receptions, and Missouri 
fullback Eric Drain were dismissed with 
one year of eligibility remaining and will 
not be reinstated. & 


Mike Smith covers college sports for the St. Louis 
Post-Dispatch. 
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Hard Times in Aggieland 


Jackie Sherrill 
Is Still Seeking 
Winning Formula 


By AL CARTER 


His mentor, Bear Bryant, had the right 
idea. 

You land a high-profile coaching job at 
a major university, stick around a few 
years and charm the right people. Win 
enough games and someone will want to 
make a movie about your life. Then all 
you have to do is find an understanding 
film editor. 

Jackie Sherrill could use a sympathetic 
splice job right now. 

Take, for example, the exciting, opti- 
mistic scene in January 1982 when Sher- 
rill announced that he was leaving the 
head coaching job at the University of 
Pittsburgh to become head football coach 
and athletic director at Texas A&M for a 
bombshell contract. 

Cut to that December evening in 1984 
when the Aggies demolished their arch- 
rivals, the Texas Longhorns, and carted 
away their coach like the conquering 
hero he was hired to be, 

Of such scenes are legends made. Crea- 
tive editing can beget heroes. Yet Sher- 
rill’s story still does not have a buyer. 
Those kinds of scenes have been too infre- 
quent and Sherrill has yet to win enough 
games or charm enough people to inspire 
Cecil B. DeMille. 

Sherrill is a trim, tan 41 years old. If he 
was older and closer to completion of a 
long, successful career, the latter scene 
would have made for a rousing climax. It 
marked only the seventh time in 91 years 
that A&M had beaten Texas in Austin. 
And this was not just any Texas team. 
This one had been ranked No. | earlier in 
the season. This team included many of 
the same Longhorns who had humiliated 
the Aggies by 32 points in College Station 
the previous fall and by 37 points two 
years earlier. 

And the Aggies thoroughly enjoyed 
their 37-12 victory. No A&M team had 
ever scored that many points against the 
hated Longhorns and, some observers 
claimed, no Southwest Conference team 
played a better all-around game all sea- 
son. 

When it was over, Jackie Sherrill 
flashed his best Charlton Heston look as 
he triumphantly rode the shoulders of his 
two best linemen, Ray Childress and Matt 
Darwin, off the field of battle. 

Alas, it was the final battle. 

As was the case in 1982 and 1983, the 
1984 Aggies stayed home while other 
teams enjoyed the fruits of their labor 
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Jackie Sherrill brought a 
sparkling record and new 
hope to Texas A&M when he 
donned his new hat in 1982. 


with bowl appearances. 

Back in College Station the following 
week, offensive coordinator Pat Ruel 
cleaned out his desk and left town. A few 
days later, Jerry Pettibone, Sherrill’s first 
assistant, ended weeks of speculation 
about his future by taking the head coach- 
ing job at Northern Illinois. Before the 
Aggies put on the pads for 1985 spring 
practice, two more assistants had found 
employment elsewhere. 

Even the inspirational victory over the 
Longhorns couldn't erase the memories of 
a season not quite up to family entertain- 
ment standards. Controversy dogged 
Sherrill throughout the off-season. 

Ruel departed in a huff over who should 
be directing an offense that didn’t seem to 
be going in any particular direction. Staff 
tensions helped force Pettibone's exit. 
Older players began to complain about 
three years marked by low team morale, 
questionable coaching decisions and 


The Aggies had to upset both Texas 
Christian and Texas to finish 6-5 last fall, 
helping Sherrill avoid the indignity of a 
third straight non-winning season (the 
Aggies were 5-6 in 1982 and 5-5-1 in 1983). 
In his three years at A&M, Sherrill still 
hasn't equaled the kind of season that got 
his predecessor, Tom Wilson, fired. Wil- 
son guided the Aggies to a 7-5 record and 
an Independence Bowl victory in 1981 be- 
fore climbing the gallows. 

Sherrill led the University of Pittsburgh 
to a 50-9-1 record and five straight bowl 
appearances from 1977 through 1981 and 
is the winningest coach in Panther history 
(percentagewise, .833). His not-so-sweel 
16-16-1 mark and postseason drought at 
A&M is another story altogether. 

“I’m not accustomed to sitting home 
and neither is my wife,” Sherrill says. 
“But it’s not a matter of Jackie Sherrill 
winning. It’s a matter of Texas A&M win- 
ning.” 

And that, it seems, is no small matter. 

Forever privy to pick from legions of 
football-crazed Texas males, the tradition- 
rich Aggies stand only as a monument to 
gridiron futility. Homer Norton brought 
the school a national championship in 
1939. Bear Bryant made a four-year pit 
stop in College Station before moving on 
to Alabama a few weeks after his half- 
back, John David Crow, won the 1957 
Heisman Trophy. Ten years later, under 
Gene Stallings, the Aggies lost their first 
four games, then won seven straight, in- 
cluding a Cotton Bowl match against 
Bryant's Crimson Tide, 

That remains the only Cotton Bowl ap- 
pearance for the Aggies since World War 
IL. Stallings’ 1967 triumph proved to be his 
only winning campaign in seven years. 
Emory Bellard gave the Aggies four 
straight winners from 1974-77, but made 
the mistake of teasing A&M's glory- 
starved fans with a run at the national 
championship in 1975. The Aggies man- 
handled their first 10 opponents, then 
blew their undefeated season and the Cot- 
ton Bowl berth when they were stunned, 
31-6, by Arkansas. 

Three years later, in the middle of an 
8-3 1978 season, an unforgiven Bellard 
quietly exited the A&M frying pan. His 
successor, Wilson, took the Aggies to two 
minor bowls in four tries. He wasn't ex- 
actly fired. He simply showed up for work 
one day to discover that someone else had 
been given his job. 

That someone was Sherrill, one of the 


losses no one could explain. The man who ——_profession’s youngturks; an*image-con- 


orchestrated Sherrill’s hiring, Dallas Cow- 
boys’ Owner H.R. (Bum) Bright, openly 
criticized Sherrill’s record. A column ina 
Houston newspaper called for Sherrill to 
give up his coaching duties. 

To put it bluntly, most of what has tran- 
spired at A&M since Sherrill’s hiring be- 
longs either in a horror movie or on the 
cutting room floor. 
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scious, polished, well-organized top rung 
who had taken Pitt to consecutive No. 2 
rankings in a national poll (United Press 
International) while grooming such thor- 
oughbred quarterbacks as Matt Cavan- 
augh and Dan Marino. The pricetag was 
high—$1.4 million for five years—but not 
too high, the Aggies figured, for a one- 
time good old boy from Oklahoma. an Ala- 


bama graduate who learned his football 
at the right hand of the Bear and, all told, 
a can't-miss coach. 

So far, Sherrill has missed. And pa- 
tience in Aggieland is growing thin. But 
like every dark cloud, the A&M problem 
has a silver lining. In this case, hope 
springs from the Aggies’ rousing 1984 fin- 
ish and Sherrill's prediction that A&M, the 
“sleeping giant” of the Southwest Confer- 
ence, will one day awake from its deep 
slumber. 

“My feelings about this place haven't 
changed,” Sherrill says. “It still can be the 
giant of all giants, It’s not going to be 
easy. But people sometimes don't see 
that.” 

Sherrill’s enemies have been untimely 
injuries, tall expectations and time. Aggie 
boosters are notorious for affording their 
football coaches roughly the same 
amount of time to build a championship 
team as it took The Great Aggie to ar- 
range the earth and Stars. 

“Our fans are different,’’ Sherrill 
admits. “A&M's former students tend to 
be very, very successful. They have a de- 
meanor about them that is very result- 
oriented. They look for results, but the 
only results that really matter are the Ws 
and Ls.” 

Sherrill says he understood the de- 
mands when he took the job. Yet, he still 
became a quick victim of the great expec- 
tations trap. 

In 1982, their first season on the job, 
Sherrill and his so-called all-star staff of 
assistants seriously miscalculated A&M’s 
talent and defensive speed. The Aggies 


Jackie Sherrill was on top 
of the world when his Pitts- 
burgh team defeated Geor- 
gia in the 1982 Sugar Bowl. 


surrendered more than 400 yards per 
game and slumped to 5-6. 

In 1983, Sherrill declared his offensive 
line to be on a par with any of his great 
Pittsburgh front walls. Four games into 
the season, A&M protection was so poor 
that Sherrill was forced to find a new 
quarterback, Kevin Murray, who could, in 
effect, make things happen while running 
for his life. The Aggies finished 5-5-1. 

The 1984 season, targeted by Sherrill as 
the one in which A&M would finally burst 
onto the national scene, turned out to be 
just another bust. Murray, a brash sopho- 
more who seemed immune to the Aggie 
doldrums, broke his ankle and A&M lost 
five of six games at midseason. 

The Aggies played, and won, their final 
two games amid speculation that more of 
the same wheel-spinning in 1985 would 
cost Sherrill his job. Yet, as Sherrill heads 
into the new season, there also are rea- 
sons to believe he may not be on the hot- 
seat at all. 

For one thing, A&M clobbered Texas. 
Then came an unexpected change of 
command on the board of regents last 
spring that seemed to give Sherrill more 
breathing room. Bright, whose patience 
with Sherrill had worn thin, was voted out 
as chairman. Bright resigned from the 
board after being replaced as chairman 
by David Eller, a Houston agribusiness ex- 


ecutive thought to be a Sherrill ally. 

Sherrill says the details of his contract 
—a rollover clause and other assurances 
he won't discuss—make him pink slip- 
proof. Three sad seasons, in fact, haven't 
dampened his determination to deliver 
championship football to Aggieland. 

The Cotton Bowl, he says, “is a very, 
very high priority on our list of goals. But 
I do think that sometimes we set far- 
reaching goals without understanding 
that a lot of short-range goals have to be 
met first. 

“A lot of players set foot on campus and 
say they're going to be All-America, but 
they don’t understand it takes a lot of hard 
work and sweat to get to that point. It’s 
the difference between wishing, wanting 
and doing. In our first game here (1982), 
there was a lot of wishing going on and 
not much wanting and doing.” 

There was a carnival atmosphere that 
hot September night when Boston College 
and an unheralded sophomore quarter- 
back named Doug Flutie paraded onto 
Kyle Field to serve as extras during Sher- 
rill’s coronation. The result was a 38-16 
Boston College rout that cost the Aggies 
five starters (injuries) and gave Sherrill 
the first of many red faces. 

Sherrill’s explanations for Aggie fail- 
ures have, at times, seemed awkward and 
confusing. Excuses blaming Aggie youth- 
fulness have played for three seasons like 
a broken record. Preseason sales pitches 
have been blown apart by repeated open- 
ing-day disasters. 


Continued 
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After the 1982 flop against Boston Col- 
lege, the Aggies lost their 1983 opener to 
California, 19-17, when an A&M tailback 
ran a sweep from his own goal line and 
was tackled in the end zone for a safety 
and the winning points. Overwhelming fa- 
vorites in their 1984 opener against 
Texas-El] Paso, the Aggies were spared 
when UTEP's last-second field goal try 
struck an upright and bounced back, giv- 
ing A&M a 20-17 victory that drew little 
praise. 

Off the field, Sherrill scored points with 
the Aggies faithful when he inaugurated 
the Twelfth Man kickoff coverage team, 
composed entirely of student body volun- 
teers, and when he hired Crow, A&M's 
greatest football hero, to serve as associ- 
ate athletic director. But a new arrival on 
Southwest Conference turf in 1983 
wrecked Sherrill’s plans to capture the 
imagination of state football fans and, 
more importantly, state recruits. 

Jim Wacker, a successful small-college 
coach with a cartoonish gift of gab and a 
flair for emotional pulpit blasts, was hired 
at victory-starved Texas Christian Univer- 
sity. Wacker, who has an effervescence 
that contrasts sharply with Sherrill’s cor- 
porate iciness, literally has set the confer- 
ence on its ear. When Wacker blitzed the 
state in February for what was rated a 
runaway recruiting victory, Sherrill esca- 
lated a simmering feud into open warfare 
by charging Wacker with making nega- 
live recruiting statements, a violation of 
conference rules. Wacker, who coached 
TCU toa surprising 8-4 record in 1984, was 
reprimanded. 

Sherrill's biggest problem, however, is 
the time-honored tendency of A&M play- 
ers to buckle under pressure. An A&M 
case study could keep a team of psycholo- 
gists busy for a lifetime. Only the Long- 
horns have signed more Texas blue-chip- 
pers over the past 20 years, and yet the 
Aggies, forever victims of their own ex- 
pectations, continue to find themselves 
beset by upsets and mired in the middle of 
the standings. 

“There's no reason why we shouldn't be 
winning,” says Murray, who is expected to 
reclaim the quarterback job this fall. “We 
have so much talent, it’s ridiculous.” 

Says Sherrill: “People think that be- 
cause of what happened at Pitt—winning 
33 games in three years and sending 18 of 
22 starters into pro ball—it will automatic- 
ally happen here. But they don’t under- 
stand that you've got to start all over 
again. It’s a lot easier to go into a place 
where there are no expectations than to 
go toa place with a lot of expectations.” 

Sherrill scoffs at suggestions that his 
goal of football pre-eminence at A&M 
may be slipping away. As the challenge 
grows, Sherrill says, so, too, will the re- 
ward. 

“I know the feeling is we haven't done 
it yet,” Sherrill says. “But that doesn’t 
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mean we won't do it. I feel very comfort- 
able about the things we're doing, It may 
not be to everyone's liking. But that’s fine, 
too.” 

The Aggies have changed head football 
coaches nine times in the last 37 years. 
Thal just about averages oul to a new 
head coach every four years. Sherrill is 
entering his fourth season in 1985. 

Either history will have to change, or 
the Aggies. It’s the irresistible force 
against the immovable object, with the 
career of one Jackie Wayne Sherrill 
caught in the middle. 

“No one said this was an easy place to 
coach,” Sherrill says, “Yet this is an out- 
Standing place to be. People who come 
here pay their dues. This place isn't for 
everyone. There are people who don't be- 
long at Texas A&M.” 

Jackie Sherrill should know before too 
much longer whether he’s one of them. 


CONFERENCE 
PREVIEW 


By JIM CARLEY 


No offense to Ken Hatfield, but split end 
James Shibest was so impressed when he 
heard the news thal Hatfield had been 
named the new Arkansas coach, he al- 
most transferred. 

“I had never heard of Ken Hatfield,” 
Shibest said of the former Air Force 
coach who took over at Arkansas after 
the 1983 season. “For a while, I did think 
maybe I had made the wrong choice in 
coming here. 

“I came here mainly because of Coach 
(Lou) Holtz, and when he left and they 
hired someone I had never heard of, I did 
kind of second-guess myself a while.” 

The Razorbacks’ Southwest Conference 
foes were more than glad to encourage 
Shibest’s second-guessing. Some people 
who had wanted him to go to Texas Chris- 
tian, Texas or other points south of Fayet- 
teville, Ark., in the first place began to 
recruit Shibest all over again. 

“They began telling me how he ran the 
wishbone offense," Shibest recalled. 
“They told me I'd never catch any passes 
here. I have to admit, it bothered me a 
little. 

“T thought about transferring a few 
limes. I wondered if maybe I would be 
better off at TCU or Texas. I had come 
real close to going to TCU in the first 
place, so it crossed my mind more than 
once.” 

To make the developing picture even 
less appealing, it appeared that if Shibest 
stayed, he would be sharing time with an- 
other sophomore split end, Donnie Cen- 
ters. When you divide very few passes by 
two, you come up with a figure you can 
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count on your seldom-used two hands, 

Hatfield, however, doesn’t really run 
the wishbone. He runs the flexbone, a 
more wide-open cousin of the wishbone, 
and he wasted no time in explaining that 
to Shibest. The talk did some good be- 
cause Shibest decided to stick around for 
a while, at least long enough to see what 
would happen with the new offense. 

But even after spring practice of 1984, 
Shibest still didn't know where he fit in 
with the new Razorbacks. 

“We were just getting used to the of- 
fense,” he said. “I knew that we would be 
passing more than the wishbone passes, 
but I still wasn’t sure how much I would 
be a part of the flexbone.” 

He knows now. Shibest had one of those 
seasons in which everything falls in place. 
The 5-foot-11, 185-pounder, who had gone 
into his sophomore season hoping to 
catch “20 or 25" passes, nabbed 51] passes 
for 907 yards and seven touchdowns, led 
the conference in receiving and won All- 
SWC honors. 

Part of Shibest’s fortune, however, was 
due to Centers’ misfortune. Centers 
caught only three passes before separat- 
ing his shoulder in the second game of the 
year and receiving a hardship ruling for 
another year of eligibility. The circum- 
stances were unfortunate, but Shibest 
made the most of his opportunity. 

“James had the kind of year that a re- 
ceiver dreams of,” Hatfield said, “I have 
never been around a receiver who caught 
51 passes before, and that includes when I 
was coaching at some places that had 
wide-open passing attacks. It was just a 
phenomenal year that no one could have 
anticipated. 

“But James is the kind of player who 
can take advantage of his opportunities. 
He has great hands and tremendous fin- 
gertip control. He doesn’t have the blazing 
speed (4.6 seconds over 40 yards), but he 
has deft hands and a real knack for get- 
ting open.” 

But the James Shibest Fan Club would 
be wise to refrain from printing banners 
Saying “We want 100" this season. No one 
—least of all Shibest—expects him to re- 
peat his big 1984 statistics, 

In fact, almost everything is against it. 
The outstanding passer who threw most 
of those 51 completions, Brad Taylor, has 
departed. And a healthy Centers is ex- 
pected to get his share of the playing time 
this fall. 

But most importantly, Hatfield intends 
to go back to what he has always coached 
best—the triple option. The Hogs have de- 
veloped at least a couple of running 
threats—primarily senior Bobby Joe Ed- 
monds and Air Force transfer J.R. Brown 
—who will enable the option to go. 

And quarterback Greg Thomas, the 
heir apparent to Taylor, runs and pitches 
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. Southern Methodist 
. Arkansas 

. Houston 

. Baylor 

. Texas 

. Texas Christian 

. Texas A&M 

. Texas Tech 

. Rice 


OONDOABRWN— 


Players to Watch 


(Not including players on All-America Checklist) 
TONY CHERICO 
Noseguard Arkansas 


MARSHALL FOREMAN 


Fullback Arkansas 


CODY CARLSON 


Quarterback 


—n . “pune 
TCU running back Tony Jeffery. 


ROBERT HARPER 


Linebacker 

ANTHONY KETCHUM 

Split End Houston 
GERALD LANDRY 


Quarterback Houston 


RAYMOND TATE 


Running Back Houston 


JEFF ATKINS 
Tailback 


Quarterback 


JOE PHILLIPS 


Defensive Tackle 


WILLIAM HARRIS 
JOHN TELTSCHIK 


Punter 
JEFF WARD 
Kicker 
JOHNNY HOLLAND 
Linebacker ; 
DOUG WILLIAMS 
Offensive Tackle 
TONY JEFFERY 
Running Back 
ee bosses CARL CARTER 
NM pees Cabs igh Cornerback 


CALVIN RIGGS 


Defensive End 
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out better than he throws. 

“A lot of the reason we passed so much 
last year,” Hatfield said, “was the ineffec- 
tiveness with the option. In some ways, 
that makes James’ stats last year even 
more impressive because a lot of people 
just said, ‘Forget the option,’ and double- 
teamed him and tried to Stop the pass. 

“This year, we hope to be able to run 
the option a lot better, and James 
shouldn't see so much double-teaming.” 

He also won't see so much of the foot- 
ball. Those days of dreaming about “20 to 
25” passes may be much more realistic 
now. 

“T don't mind that at all,” Shibest said. 
“I'll probably never come close to catch- 
ing what I did last year. But that’s not 
what's important. 

“T’ve got to put the team first, and we 
hope to put a team together that can go to 
the Cotton Bow! this year. It doesn't mat- 
ter how many I catch if we go to the Cot- 
ton Bowl.” 

That's exactly what Hatfield predicted 
Shibest would say. ‘“He’s a team player,” 
the coach said. “The fact that he won't see 
as many passes won't bother him at all. 

“And who's to say we won't pass a lot 
next year? The quarterback is different, 
and James will have to get his timing 
routes down with him. But we will take 
whatever the defenses give us. The main 
thing I am concerned with is making our 
passing game effective.” 

As long as Thomas can get the ball to 
Shibest, Centers and wide receiver Jamie 
Lueders, that shouldn’t be a problem. Add 
in a solid running game led by fullback 
Marshall Foreman, who led the Razor- 
backs with 804 yards rushing last fall, and 
Arkansas becomes a serious contender 
for the SWC title. 

The only apparent weakness offensive- 
ly is the line, where both guards must be 
replaced. Center Andy Upchurch anchors 
the forward wall. 

The Arkansas defense, which led the 
league by allowing only 292.3 yards and 
12.5 points per game a year ago, has nine 
Starters back and could be even better 
than before. 

Hatfield is expecting a great deal from 
his defense, and this crew appears ready 
to deliver. His players are not blessed 
with tremendous size—the largest return- 
ing starters are 6-foot-4, 240-pound tackle 
Jeryl Jones and 6-3, 245-pound tackle Rod- 
ney Beachum—but they are quick and ag- 
gressive. 

Joining Jones and Beachum on the line 
are end Ravin Caldwell, an All-America 
candidate, and noseguard Tony Cherico. 
They are backed up by linebackers Nick 
Miller and David Bazzel. 

The secondary is equally solid, espe- 
cially the cornerback spot manned by 
senior Kevin Wyatt, who picked off five 
passes last season. 

“Last year’s stats mean nothing now,” 
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Hatfield said, maintaining a cautious ap- 
proach to the season. “People will be gun- 
ning for us since we led the league in de- 
fense last year, and everyone on our 
defense will have to be at least 15 percent 
better or it won't be as good.” 

Despite the Razorbacks’ many strong 
points, they won't be the early choice to 
win the league title. That distinction rests 
with the Southern Methodist Mustangs, 
who appear to have all the horses again. 

There are some notable absentees from 
the team that last year thumped Notre 
Dame in the Aloha Bowl to wrap up a 10-2 
season. Three all-conference offensive 
linemen—Andrew Campbell, Chris Jack- 
son and Dale Hellestrae—used up their el- 
igibility, and All-SWC linebacker Anthony 
Beverley decided to leave school last 
spring. 

But the Mustangs, who expect to know 
before the season the results of a long and 
ponderous NCAA investigation, still have 
plenty of honors candidates left. 

The offensive backfield is loaded. All- 
SWC quarterback Don King is back for his 
senior year after completing 52.5 percent 
of his passes for 1,598 yards and eight 
touchdowns to lead the league in passing 
efficiency. He is joined by a dynamic pair 
of tailbacks, senior Reggie Dupard and 
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SMU defensive tackle Joe Phillips has been known to make life 
rough on opposing quarterbacks and ballcarriers. 


junior Jeff Atkins. Dupard, another all- 
conference selection, rushed for 1,154 
yards and 16 touchdowns, while Atkins 
added 717 yards and six touchdowns. 

To balance the offense, King will throw 
to veteran receivers Ron Morris, Marquis 
Pleasant and Albert Reese. 

With that group, Southern Methodist re- 
turns possibly the best set of skill people 
in the nation. 

Coach Bobby Collins said his primary 
goal last spring was to rebuild the offen- 
sive line, which he did. Guards Craig Ken- 
nington and 300-pounder Dave Richards 
lead a strong group there. 

Southern Methodist appears to have so 
many of those quality linemen that Collins 
believes he again can “play two units,” as 
the Mustangs have done for the last four 
years. 

After losing only three starters, the de- 
fense features almost as many honors 
candidates as the Mustangs’ celebrated 
offense. All-‘SWC noseguard Jerry Ball, 
who led the team with 97 tackles last 
year, and tackle Joe Phillips bolster the 
line, while safety Keith Brooks and cor- 
nerback Roderick Jones solidify the sec- 
ondary. The loss of Beverley leaves only 
the linebacking as a problem spot. 

“The last two years we had to replace 


eight starters on defense,” Collins said, 
“and now we have eight coming back. We 
should be a pretty good football team.” 

For the first time in years, Texas may 
not. The Longhorns were in the running 
for the national championship last season, 
then lost four of their last five games, in- 
cluding a 55-17 shellacking by Iowa in the 
Freedom Bowl, when everyone began to 
realize that they could neither pass nor 
run. 

The former problem concerned Coach 
Fred Akers so much that he toyed with a 
wide-open, run-and-shoot offense in the 
spring. 

“Air Fred” admits the Longhorns never 
will be mistaken for the Houston Gam- 
blers, but he insists he’s serious about this 
passing fancy. Most still wonder, though. 

“Every spring I've been here,” senior 
quarterback Todd Dodge said, “we've ex- 
perimented with something. Sometimes 
we used it in the fall, sometimes we 
didn't.” 

The Longhorns did work the run-and- 
shoot every day last spring, inspiring hope 
among the quarterbacks and receivers 
that something new was in store. But 
Akers said afterward, “I’m not going to 
guarantee we'll use it,” and those close to 
Akers guarantee he won't. 

So the real question is, will tailback 
Edwin Simmons be back to fulfill his All- 
America promise? Or will his knees keep 
him out for the rest of his life? No one 
knows for sure, but most Longhorn fans 
aren't counting on anyone besides seniors 
Ronnie Robinson and Jerome Johnson to 
carry the ball in 1985. 

Improvement at the quarterback spot is 
mandatory if Texas is to do anything by 
air this season. Dodge is coming off a year 
in which he completed a mere 47.6 per- 
cent of his passes and was intercepted 19 
times (compared with 11 TD passes), and 
he may be hard-pressed to withstand a 
challenge by sophomore Shannon Kelley. 

Junior tight end William Harris (34 
catches for 637 yards) is the main man in 
a receiving corps that also features Bill 
Boy Bryant, Kelvin Epps and Kevin Nel- 
son. 

Entering the spring, the Longhorns 
were strong up front with the return of 
All-America candidate Gene Chilton at 
center and three other starters, but a pair 
of injuries, left that area in doubt. Tackle 
John Stuart and guard Bryan Chester both 
are questionable for the fall, and able re- 
placements are scarce. 

Texas has another All-America hopeful, 
end James McKinney, on the other side of 
the ball. The Longhorns are short, howev- 
er, on tackles and linebackers. 

Juniors Steven Braggs, James Lott and 
Tony Tillmon return to the secondary, 
which could be a strong point for the 
Longhorns, although consensus All-Ameri- 
ca Jerry Gray will be missed. 

The Texas kicking game also is solid 


with the return of John Teltschik and Jeff 
Ward. 

Houston Coach Bill Yeoman, always 
one to keep things plain and simple, said, 
“We have the same people coming back, 
so we ought to be better this year.” 

Boy, is he right. 

The Cougars surprised everyone—espe- 
cially lowly Louisville, which had beaten 


them early last year—by showing up in 
the Cotton Bowl despite their 7-4 record. 
With nine starters back on offense and six 
on defense, it would be no surprise to find 
the Cougars back in Dallas on January 1. 
Second-team All-America defensive 
tackle T.J. Turner is expected to be one of 
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ARKANSAS 


Coach: Ken Hatfield (7-4-1, 1 year; 34-35-2 
overall, 6 years) 

1984 Record; 7-3-1,; Tard in conf., 5-3. 
Offense: Flexbone. Defense: 50. 

Key Losses: Marcus Elliott, OG; Nathan Jones, 
S; Mark Lee, LB; Brad Taylor, QB. 

Starters Returning; Offense (7): Bobby Joe 
Edmonds, HB, 5-11/175, Sr.; Marshall Fore- 
man, FB, 5-9/191; Jr.; David McGee, T, 6- 
2/241, Sr.; Carl Miller, HB, 5-11/209, Sr.; 
James Shibest, SE, 5-11/185, Jr.; Andy Up- 
church, C, 6-1/250, Sr.; Dale Williams, T, 6- 
1/247, Sr. Detense (9): Kevin Anderson, CB, 
5-11/183, Soph.; David Bazzel, LB, 5-11/214, 
Sr.; Rodney Beachum, T, 6-3/245, Sr.; Ravin 
Caldwell, E, 6-3/231, 'Sr.; Tony Cherico, NG, 
6-0/231, Soph.,; Jeryl Jones, T, 6-4/240, Sr.; 
Greg Lasker, S, 6-1/205, Sr; Nick Miller, L6, 
6-3/218, Sr.; Kevin Wyatt, CB, 5- 10/190, Sr. 
Key Returnees: Chris Bequette, OL/DL, Soph.; 
Donnie Centers. WR, Jr. (RS/shoulder); 
Luther Franklin, TE, Sr.; Greg Gaston, CB, Sr.; 
Steve Jones, S, Soph.; Greg Thomas, QB, 
Soph.; Sammy Van Dyke, RB, Soph.; Calvin 
Williams, DE, Jr.; Rickey Williams, LB, Soph.; 
Byron Yarborough, OG, Jr. 

Top Newcomers: J.R, Brown, RB (transfer 
from Air Force); Freddie Chiidress, DT; Joe 
Johnson, RB; Limbo Parks, OG (JUCO). 


BAYLOR 


Coach; Grant Teaff, (72-70-2, 13 years; 114- 
116-7 overall, 21 years) 

1984 Record: 5-6; 6th in conf., 4-4, 

Offense: Multiple. Defense: Multiple. 

Key Losses; Joel Barrett, TE; Kevin Hancock, 
LB; Ervin Randle, DE. 

Starter Returning: Otfense (8): John Adickes, 
C/G, 6-3/268, Jr.; Mark Bates, G, 6-2/265, 
Jr.; Cody Carlson, QB, 6-3/192, Jr.; Mark 
Cochran, T, 6-5/273, Sr; Ron Francis, TB, 5- 
10/790, Jr, (may switch to CB); Joel Porter, G, 
6-3/260, Soph.; Glenn Pruitt, WB, 6-0/190, 
Sr.; Broderick Sargent, FB, 5-10/200, Sr. De- 
fense (7): Ray Berry, LB, 6-2/225, Jr.; Anth- 
ony Coleman, CB, 6-1/180, Jr.; Thomas Ever- 
ett, S, 5-8/171, Ur; Jack Hurd, S, 6-0/ 185, Sr; 
Johnny Subia, DB, 5-11/193, Sr.; Derek Turn- 
er, E, 6-2/247, Sr.; Robert Watters, LB, 
6-0/205, Jr, 

Key Returnees: Horace Ates, WB, Jr.; Leland 
Douglas, SE, Jr; Aaron Grant, LB, Jr.; Steve 
Grumbine, DT, Jr.; Alan Jamison, LB, Sr, (RS); 
Derrick McAdoo, RB, Jr.; Tom Muecke, QB, 
Sr,; Buzzy Sawyer, P, Sr. 

Top Newcomers: Norris Blount, S (RS);.Dar- 
nell Chase, SE (RS); Sam Collins, TE; David 
Davis, TE (JUCO); James Lee, DE (JUCO); 
Scott McCool, CG; Scott Michael, DE; Dwayne 
Walls, RB (RS). 


HOUSTON 


Coach: Bill Yeoman ( 155-91-8, 23 years) 
1984 Record: 7-4; T1stin cont., 6-2. 

Offense: Veer. Defense: 52. 

Key Losses: DeWayne Bowden, CB; Mike 
Clendenen, K; Simon Fletcher, DT; James 
Holmes, DE; Audrey MacMillian, S; Ray Rog- 
ers, OG; Bryant Winn, LB, 

Starters Returning: Offense (9): Gary Heit- 
mann, T, 6-4/250, Sr.; Carl Hilton, TE, 6- 
4/227, Sr.; Darrell Jackson, T, 6-5/268, Sr.; 
Anthony Ketchum, SE, 5-8/150, Sr.; Gerald 
Landry, QB, 5-11/185, Jr; Mat Pierson, FB, 5- 
11/190, Jr.; Todd Schoppe, C, 6-5/247, Sr.; 
Larry Shepherd, FL, 6-3/185, Sr.; Raymond 
Tate, RB, 6-0/224, Jr. Defense (6): Kevin Al- 
exander, E, 6-3/216, Sr.; Eddie Gilmore, NG, 
6-2/280, Sr.; Robert Harper, LB, 6-2/224, 
Soph.; Greg Purcell, CB, \6-0/182, Sr.; Randy 
Thornton, S, 6-5/200, Soph.; T.J. Turner, T, 
6-4/265, Sr. 

Key Returnees: Earl Allen, CB, Sr.; Orsby 
Crenshaw, CB, Jr. (academic RS): Bernard 
Giddings, SE, Sr.; Sloan Hood, FB, Soph.; 
Kevin Johnson, SE, Sr, (RS/knee); Robert 
Jones, S, Soph. (academic RS); Isreal Martin, 
CB, Soph.; Kevin Tuggle, S, Soph. 

Top Newcomers: Kevin Allen, DL (RS); Wil- 
liam Gant, OG (RS); Robert Mitchell, TE 
(transfer from Sam Houston State), 


RICE 


Coach: Watson Brown (1-10, 1 year, 19-24-1, 
4 years) 

1984 Record: 1-10; 9th in conf., 0-8. 

Offense: Multiple. Defense: Multiple, 

Key Losses: Dwayne Holmes, CB; Doug John- 
son, DE; Scott McLaughlin, OT; Melvin Robin- 
son, TE. 

Starters Returning: Offense (5): Russell 
Moses, G, 6-2/245, Soph.; Kerry Overton, QB, 
6-2/200, Jr.; Marc Scott, TB, 5-11/200, Jr.; 
Jim Simpson, C, 6-4/250, Soph.; Darrick 
Wells, WR, 5- 11/165, Sr, Defense (6): Rayford 
Abraham, S, 6-2/190, Jr.; Ernest Evans, S, 6- 
1/205, Sr.; Joe Heikkinen, LB, 6-3/230, Jr.; 
Ted Humphreys, T, 6-2/220, Soph. (may play 
FB); Raul Loya, MG, 6-4/265, Sr. (switched to 
OT); Dwaine Turner, T, 6-0/270, Jr. 

Key Returnees: Doug Adams, GB, Soph.: 
Danny Burgess, LB, Jr.; Mark Comalander, QB, 
Soph,; John Davis, RB, Soph.; Buddy Gregory, 
DB, Jr.) James Hamrick, K, Sr; Eric Johnson, 
OT, Soph.; Todd Jones, TB, Soph.; Mike Lee, 
LB, Jr.; Keith Lewis, WR, Soph.; Bobby Nunez, 
C, Sr.; Alvin Rettig, CB, Jr. (RS/ankle); Jeff 
Thomas, E, Soph.; Steve Tomkins, E, Soph. 
Top Newcomers: Courtney Hall, OL; Kenny 
Major, TE (JUCO); Quintis Roper, QB; Travis 
Williams, QB (JUCO}. 


SOUTHERN METHODIST 


Coach: Bobby Collins (91-4-1, 3 years; 79- 
34-3 overall, 10 years) 

1984 Record: 9-2; T1st in cont.. 6-2. 

Offense: |. Defense: 3-4. 

Key Losses: Ron Anderson, LB; Anthony Be- 
verley, LB; Andrew Campbell, OG, Dale Helles- 
trae, OT; Chris Jackson, C; Tom Linebarger, 
DT. 

Starters Returning: Offense (8): Roy Dunn, T, 
6-5/271, Sr.; Reggie Dupard, TB, 6-0/201, Sr.; 
Gary Hashaway, FB, 5-11/194, Sr. Jeffrey 
Jacobs, SE, 6-3/206, Soph.; Craig Kenning- 
ton, G, 6-6/257, Sr.; Don King, QB, 6-0/194, 
Sr.; Ron Morris, FL, 6-2/189, Jr.; Albert Reese, 
TE, 6-4/236, Jr. Defense: (7): Jerry Ball, NG, 
6-1/257, Jr.; T.D. Briggs, LB, 6-2/214, Sr. 
Keith Brooks, S, 6-1/214, Sr.; Kit Case, LB, 
6-2/213, Sr.; Tim Green, S, 6-0/180, Sr.; Ro- 
derick Jones, CB, 6-0/164, Sr.; Joe Phillips, T, 
6-4/280, Sr. 

Key Returnees: Jeff Atkins, TB, Jr.; Brandy 
Brownlee, K, Soph.; Dodge Carter, P, Jr; Cor- 
nelius Dozier, LB, Sr.; Mike Edison, C/OG, Sr; 
John Eixman, DT, Jr.; Terence Mann, DT, dr.; 
Marquis Pleasant, SE, Jr,; Ben Hummel, LB, 
Soph; Darrell Reese, S, Sr.; David Richards, 
OG, Soph.; David Stanley, LB, Jr. 

Top Newcomer: Rudy Harmon, LB (RS). 


TEXAS 


Coach: Fred Akers (73-21-2. 8 years; 89-34- 
2 overall, 10 years) 

1984 Record: 7-3-1; T3rd in conf., 5-3, 
Offense: Multiple. Defense: Multiple. 

Key Losses: Tony Degrate, DT; Brent Duhon, 
SE; Tony Edwards, LB; Jerry Gray S; June 
James, LB; Terry Orr, RB. 

Starters Returning: Offense (8): Billy Boy 
Bryant, FL, 5-10/153, Sr.; Bryan Chester, G, 
6-4/262, Sr.; Gene Chilton, C, 6-3/295, Sr.; 
Todd Dodge, QB, 5-11/178, Sr; William Har- 
ris, TE, 6-5/234, Jr.; Kevin Nelson, TB/SE, 5- 
9/183; Soph.; Paul Jetton, G, 6-5/257, Soph.; 
John Stuart, T, 6-4/280, Sr. Defense (6): Ty 
Allert, LB, 6-3/233, Sr.; Steven Braggs, S, 5- 
11/173, Jr.; Blake Brawner, E, 6-3/223, Sr.; 
James Lott, CB, 6-1/182, Jr.; James McKin- 
ney, E, 6-4/231, Sr.; Tony Tillmon, CB, 5- 
10/164, Jr. 

Key Returnees: Kip Cooper, DE, Sr.; Kelvin 
Epps, WR, Sr.; Britt Hager, LB, Soph.; John 
Hagy, DB, Soph.; Newt Harrell, DE, Jr; Jerome 
Johnson, RB, Sr.; Shannon Kelley, QB, Saph.; 
Ronnie Robinson, RB, Sr.; Edwin Simmons, TB, 
dr.; Bret Stafford, QB, Soph.; John Teltschik, P, 
Sr.; Jetf Ward, P, dr. 

Top Newscomers: Ed Cunningham, OT; Oavid 
McAdoo, L®; Eric Metcalf, RB; Darryl Taylor, 
RB; Charles Washington. DB (RS)- 
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TEXAS A&M 


Coach: Jackie Sherrill (16-16-1, 3 years: 69- 
33-2 overall, 9 years) 

1984 Record: 6-5; 7th in conf., 3-5. 

Offense: |-formation. Defense: 3-4. 

Key Losses: Ray Childress, DE; Matt Darwin, 
OL; Ken Ford, LB; Mark Lewis, TE; Ken 
Reeves, OL; Thomas Sanders, RB; Nate 
Steadman, OL; Jimmy Teal, SE. 

Starters Returning: Offense (5): Randy Dau- 
sin, G, 6-4/258; Sr.; Jeff Nelson, FL, 5- 10/161, 
Sr.; Graig Stump. QB, 5-11/185, Soph.; Rager 
Vick, FB, 6-4/216; Jr.; Doug Williams, T, 6- 
6/278, Sr. Defense (9): Wayne Asberry, DB, 
5-10/177, Sr; Darrell Austin, DB, 5- 10/172, 
Sr.; Steve Bullitt, LB, 6-3/221, Jr.; James 
Flowers, DB, 6-2/ 184, Jr.; Johnny Holland, LB. 
6-3/211, Jr.; Todd Howard, LB, 6-4/228, Jr; 
Lance Jackson, DB, 5-10/182, Sr; Sammy 
O'Brient, NG, 6-3/233, Soph.; Rod Saddler, E, 
6-6/269, Jr. 

Key Returnees; Guy Broom, DE, Soph.; Do- 
mingo Bryant, DB, Sr.; Eric Franklin, K, Jr. 
Jimmie Hawkins, DB, Sr; Kevin Murray, QB, 
Soph.; Anthony Toney, FB, Sr.; Duncan Webb, 
TE, Jr; Keith Woodside, RB, Soph. (medical 
RS). 

Top Newcomers: O'Neil Giibert, DE (RS); 
Marshall Land, OL (JUCQO), 


TEXAS CHRISTIAN 


Coach: Jim Wacker (9-12-2, 2 years; 113-45- 
3 overall, 14 years) 

1984 Record: 8-3; T3rd in coni., 5-3. 

Offense: Multiple. Defense: 52. 

Key Losses: James Benson, OT; James 
Gargus, P; Byron Linwood, S; James Maness, 
FL; Dan Sharp, TE; Sean Thomas, CB. 
Starters Returning: Offense (4): Kenneth 
Davis, RB, 5-10/210, Sr.; Gary Ford, TE, 6- 
5/233, Soph,; Tony Jeffery, RB, 5-11/207, 
Soph.; Tom Shehan, G, 6-5/269, Sr. Defense 
(9): David Caldwell, E, 6-2/248, Jr; Kevin 
Dean, LB, 6-0/237, Jr.; Billy Jones, CB, 6- 
0/183, Jr.; Garland Littles, S, 5-11/200, Soph.; 
Gary Spann, E, 6-1/215, Sr.; Gerald Taylor, 
LB, 6-3/236, Jr; Bill Tommaney, T, 6-3/250, 
dr.; Kent Tramel, NG, 6-2/250, Jr.; Darron 
Turner, T, 6-2/280, Sr. 

Key Returnees: Egypt Allen, S, Sr.; Scott 
Ankrom, QB, Soph.; Scott Bednarski, RB, 
Soph,; Ron Zell Brewer, TE, Sr. (RS); Clinton 
Brown, CB, Soph.; Ken Ozee, K. Sr.; Andy 
Pitts, LB, Jr.; Tom Sharp, S, Soph, 

Top Newcomers: Mitchell Benson, DT; Darrell 
Davis, LB; Reggie Davis, WR/TE; Jerrod De- 
laney, FL; Charles Fletcher, S (RS); Mike He- 
bert, LB (RS); Ronaid Jiles, QB; James Ken- 
nedy, DT; David Rascoe, OB (RS); Coy 
Stewart, OT (RS); Vince Townsend, DT (RS). 


TEXAS TECH 


Coach: Jerry Moore (12-30-2, 4 years; 23- 
41-2 overall, 6 years) 

1984 Record: 4-7; 8th in conf., 2-6. 

Offense: Multiple. Defense: 4-3. 

Key Losses; Ronald Byers, DT; Ricky Gann, K; 
Dwayne Jiles, LB; Mike Kinsey, LB; Jim Mcin- 
tire, C; Timmy Smith, 1B; Buzz Tatom, TE; Joe 
Walter, OT; Freddie Wells, FB. 

Starters Returning: Offense (3): Sid Cham- 
bers, T, 6-6/280, Aaron Keesee, QB, 6- 1/170, 
Soph.; Aubrey Richburg, G, 6-1/235, Jr. De- 
fense (7): Carl Carter, CB, 6-0/170, Sr; Tim 
Crawford, E, 6-4/225, Sr.; Brad Hastings, LB, 
6-3/230, Jr. (missed spring practice/chest in- 
jury); Leonard Jones, S, 6-2/ 180, Jr.; Roland 
Mitchell, CB, 6-0/176, Jr.; Calvin Riggs, E, 6- 
0/205, Jr.; Merv Scurlark, S, 6-0/195, Soph: 
Key Returnees; Gerald Bean, RB, Sr.; Keith 
Henderson, |B, Soph.; Artis Jackson, DT, 
Soph.; Michael Johnson, LB, Soph.; Jeff Keith, 
OT, Soph.; Larry Mathis, DE, Jr.; Mike McBride, 
OG, Soph.; James*McGowen, |B, Soph.; Lem-~- 
uel Stinson, SE, Soph.; Vincent Wydemyer, S, 
Soph.; Jerry Zachery, FB, Sr, (academic RS), 
Top Newcomers: Isaac Garnett, FB (RS); 
Charles Perry, OL; Desmond Royal, OL; Bo 
Sloan, OG (JUCO); Tim Tannehill, QB/P 
(JUCO); Billy Joe Tolliver, QB/P (RS); Wayne 
Walker, WR; Ken Whitfield, DL. 


the country’s top players in his final sea- 
son as he leads a stingy defense. 

The line lacks depth, but there are plen- 
ty of honors candidates throughout the 
rest of the defensive unit, including safe- 
ties Randy Thornton and Robert Jones 
and linebacker Robert Harper. 

The Cougars boast one of the nation’s 
premier tight ends in senior Carl Hilton, 
The All-America is a big-play receiver 
who last year hauled in 38 passes for 517 
yards and five touchdowns. 

Making Houston's passing game even 
more potent are split ends Anthony Ket- 
chum and Kevin Johnson (an ‘84 redshirt) 
and flanker Larry Shepherd, 

The Cougars also return an experi- 
enced, talented backfield led by quarter- 
back Gerald Landry. The junior needs to 
complete more of his passes (48.1 percent 
in '84) and cut down on his interceptions 
(18), but he does have a knack for moving 
the offense. 

“We will put a lot of emphasis on better 
efficiency of the throwing game,” Yeo- 
man said, "We finally have a quarterback 
and receivers who know what's going on, 
and there's no reason they shouldn’t be 
more effective.” 

Junior Raymond Tate (864 yards rush- 
ing) heads an impressive group of run- 
ning backs that includes Mat Pierson and 
Sloan Hood. 

Both guards are missing from the 1984 
line, but Yeoman has a bundle of worthy 
candidates to fill those posts. 

Texas A&M Coach Jackie Sherrill did 
some off-season housecleaning, replacing 
four of his assistants, and there are high 
hopes again in College Station, Tex. 

Sherrill has the luxury of choosing be- 
(ween two proven quarterbacks, sopho- 
mores Kevin Murray and Craig Stump. 
Stump performed adequately after taking 
over for Murray in the third game last 
season, when the latter suffered a season- 
ending broken ankle. Murray, who led the 
conference in total offense and was 
named the SWC Freshman of the Year in 
1983, had a good spring and is expected to 
win the starting job. 

Only five starters return on offense 
overall, and the Aggies are thin at run- 
ning back and on the line. The leader up 
front is tackle Doug Williams, whom of- 
fensive line coach Joe Avezzano said 
probably “wil) be one of the top linemen 
in the United States (this) year.” 

Sherrill will have a tough time trying to 
replace All-America defensive end Ray 
Childress, but only one other starter is 
gone. Defense should be the Aggies’ 
strong point. 

Junior Johnny Holland made his debut 
at linebacker last season and won rave 
reviews. The former free safety and quar- 


terback made a team-high 155 tackles, in- 


cluding 91 solo stops. 
The secondary returns intact, so the de- 


fense appears set. 


“The only thing that I'm questioning is 
the lack of senior leadership up front,” 
Sherrill said. 

Texas Christian reached a bowl game, 
the Bluebonnet, for the first time since 
1965, and national Coach of the Year Jim 
Wacker proudly said, “Nobody can say 
we're a gimme on the schedule anymore.” 

The Horned Frogs were 8-4 in Wacker’s 
second season after their bowl-game loss 
to West Virginia, but graduation took its 
toll. Only four starters return on offense, 
and among the missing are All-SWC re- 
ceivers James Maness and Dan Sharp and 
quarterback Anthony Gulley. But the good 
news for Texas Christian fans is the re- 
turn of senior Kenneth Davis. 

Davis rushed for 1,611 yards last fall, 
averaging a nation-leading 7.6 yards per 
carry, and scored 17 touchdowns. His 
yardage total made him the most prolific 
underclassman rusher in SWC history and 
earned him consensus All-America 
honors. 

Davis will be joined in the backfield by 
Tony Jeffery, who rushed for 840 yards 
and nine touchdowns as a freshman last 
year. 

A lack of protection may make it hard 
for them to repeat those numbers. Guard 
Tom Shehan is the only returning starter 
on the line, making this an excellent year 
to discover whether Wacker’s extensive 
redshirting program will pay off. 

Sophomore Scott Ankrom is the likely 
quarterback replacement. He didn’t see 
much action as a freshman, but he did 
find time in one of his brief appearances 
to throw a 99-yard TD pass. 

Defensively, nine starters return. That 
is a good sign, but Wacker said defensive 
success will depend largely on the play of 
sleeping giant Darron Turner, the tackle 
who left the team as a sophomore, then 
returned last year and showed signs of 
gZreatness. But he has not reached that 
level yet. 

“You can’t be average at tackle in this 
conference and expect to be competi- 
tive,” Wacker said. “Darron must become 
a dominant player for us this year. He had 
a good year last year, but he must have a 
great one this year." 

Wacker's other top defensive players 
are noseguard Kent Tramel and line- 
backer Kevin Dean, formerly an end. 

Baylor Coach Grant Teaff said he will 
alternate junior Cody Carlson and senior 
Tom Muecke at quarterback for the third 
straight season. But this year, because the 
Bears had trouble passing effectively last 
season, Teaff is switching from the I-for- 
mation to a split-back attack. 

Teaff will be trying to get the ball to 
wingback Glenn Pruitt, who caught 32 
passes for 586 yards last fall. 

Baylor is so well off in the offensive 
line, Teaff thinks he may alternate lines 
as well. Four of five starters return up 
front, including center John Adickes. 
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Teaff does not have any great running 
backs on his roster, but he has enough 
good ones—Broderick Sargent and Ralph 
Stockemer among them—that he may 
move last year’s team-leading rusher, 
Ron Francis, to cornerback. 

“Ron is capable of being all-conference 
in the defensive backfield,” Teaff said. 

The Bears' biggest defensive problem is 
the line, where three of four starters are 
gone, End Derek Turner, a former walk- 
on who now is an All-America candidate, 
is the only experienced returnee. 

At linebacker, Teaff may move defen- 
sive backs Aaron Grant and Robert Wat- 
ters up to provide more speed. They won't 
leave the secondary bare, however, as 
junior Thomas Everett returns to lead a 
veteran crew. 

Senior Buzzy Sawyer gives Baylor a 
good punting game. He led the league 
with a 44.8-yard average last fall. 

Offense hasn't exactly been Texas 
Tech’s strong suit—the Red Raiders were 
last in the league in scoring last year (18.2 
points per game)—so Coach Jerry Moore 
is pulling out all the stops. 

“We're going to look hard at doing a 
combination of things this year,” Moore 
said. “We'll use parts of the wishbone, the 
flexbone and the run-and-shoot offense.” 

It was hard to tell in the spring how 
much any of that will help because the top 
two quarterbacks—incumbent Aaron 
Keesee and junior college transfer Tim 
Tannehill—both went out with shoulder 
separations. Counting Keesee, only three 
offensive starters are back. 

Texas Tech’s leading rusher last fall, 
Timmy Smith, is not expected back be- 
cause of academic problems. 

The Red Raiders led the nation in pass- 
ing defense last season and were third in 
the league in total defense. They should 
be tough again this year with 16 of the top 
22 players from that unit returning. But 
one of those—standout linebacker Brad 
Hastings—missed the spring while recov- 
ering from stab wounds suffered at a New 
Year's Eve party. 

Still, opponents should expect to en- 
counter trouble moving the ball against a 
defense that features end Calvin Riggs 
and cornerback Carl Carter. 

Rice Coach Watson Brown said, “Our 
defense made the most improvement in 
the spring.” That's fortunate because the 
1-10 Owls were last in the league in total 
defense a year ago. 

Offensively, Rice has quarterback Mark 
Comalander, who set a league freshman 
record with 357 yards passing against 
Houston last year but missed part of the 
season with a foot injury. Brown promised 
that the offense again will be just as wide 
open in 1985. 

Al Carter covers college sports and writes a col- 
umn for the Houston Chronicle. 


Jim Carley covers college sports for the Houston 
Post. 
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A Family Affair 


Sweeney Era 
Comes to Pass 
At Fresno State 


By KEVIN PIVERNETZ 


with a son who can pinpoint passes at 

50 yards and is considered by many 
the best prep quarterback prospect on the 
West Coast. 

It'd be a breeze recruiting him, right? 

Certainly travel expenses to see your 
son play would be minimal. And how 
could anyone claim you were exceeding 
the NCAA-allowed number of visits by 
talking to him? Just slip in a subtle re- 
minder now and then about how great it 
would be playing four years for dear ol’ 
Dad. 

Veteran Fresno State Coach Jim 
Sweeney knows what the experience is 
like, Four years ago his son Kevin had all 
those qualities, but the elder Sweeney 
didn’t know whether it would be wise to 
recruit him. 

Sweeney had nagging doubts. He al- 
ready had coached for more than 20 years 
on the high school, collegiate and profes- 
sional levels, and he knew there were 
enough pressures for a quarterback be- 
sides being the coach's son. 

“I had promised myself for the first 
three years he was in high school we 
were not going to recruit Kevin,” Sween- 
ey recalled. “I just didn't think it was 
going to be a good experience for him.” 

At the time, Kevin was like any number 
of 18-year-old prospects. It had been eas- 
ier accumulating impressive totals at Bul- 
lard High School in Fresno, Calif.—4,771 
yards passing and 53 touchdown throws in 
two seasons—than it was deciding where 
he wanted to attend college, All he knew 
was that a lot of schools—Southern Cali- 
fornia, UCLA and Washington among 
them—were interested in him. 

“T didn’t have any idea where I wanted 
to go for the longest time,” the younger 
Sweeney said. 

Now both Sweeneys are happy with 
what has transpired. Jim Sweeney is en- 
joying the unique experience of having 
the youngest of his eight children play for 
him—two other sons hadn't, pursuing col- 
lege careers elsewhere—and Kevin is fill- 
ing the air with passes. In two years at 
Fresno State he has become one of the 
most prolific passers in the Pacific Coast 
Athletic Association, a conference known 
for quarterbacks that throw a lot. 

Sweeney already holds more than a 
dozen Fresno State records, including ca- 
reer marks for touchdown passes (37), 
yards passing (5,656), attempts (757) and 
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completions (394), and he was sixth in the 
country last year in total offense (3,259 
yards). If he maintains his current pace 
over the next two seasons, Sweeney’s 
name eventually will appear on a number 
of NCAA career passing lists. 

Even Doug Flutie’s 10,579 career pass- 
ing yards record could be in danger. 
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When Coach Jim Sweeney (left) and son Kevin, a rifle- arm 
quarterback, decided to combine talents at Fresno State, tt stg- 
naled trouble for PCAA defenses. 


The strong-armed Sweeney, a 6-foot, 
195-pound junior, has had the ability to 
throw long, accurate passes and read de- 
fensive coverages consistently since high 
school. But his exposure to the sport came 
when he was much younger. 

“Football is something that I've just 


grown up with,” said Kevin, who was born 


in Bozeman, Mont., where his father was 
an assistant and then head coach at Mon- 
tana State from 1960-67. Jim Sweeney then 
accepted the head coaching job at Wash- 
ington State in 1968. 

“When we moved to Pullman (Wash.), 
it was just the natural thing to walk to 
practice every day on the way home from 
school,” Kevin recalled. “Then I'd come 
home at night with my dad. 

“But I wasn't the only one. We were all 
interested in the game from an early 
age.” 

In the eight years Sweeney spent al 
Washington State, it wasn’t unusual for 
any of his five daughters and three sons to 
show up at Cougars practices. 

“The girls grew up around a football 


field, but not as faithfully as Kevin did,” 


their father said. “Kevin was extremely 
interested and active, even at an early 
age. He was the kind of kid who rushed 
the kicker between the center’s legs or 
would be playing catch with a Jack 
Thompson or one of the other players.” 

The family moved to Fresno in 1976 
when Sweeney was hired to coach the 
Bulldogs. Except for a two-year period in 
1978-79 when Sweeney was an assistant 
coach with Oakland and then St. Louis in 
the National Football League, the San 
Joaquin Valley city of 250,000 in central 
California has been home ever since. 

Kevin Sweeney began his outstanding 
prep career at San Ramon Valley High 
School as a freshman quarterback in 1978 
while his dad was an assistant with the 
Raiders, who at that time still were in 
Oakland. 

“Kevin showed his potential at an early 
age,” his father said, ‘and when we got 
back to Fresno (in 1980) you could see he 
was about ready to blossom.” 

His father wasn't the only one to notice. 
By the time Kevin had broken Pat 
Haden's regular-season state high school 
record with 35 touchdown passes and 
been named the Northern California Of- 
fensive Player of the Year as a senior in 
1981, other college coaches up and down 
the West Coast had taken notice of the 
blond-haired quarterback. 

“IT had begun to focus more and more 
on football by then,” Sweeney recalled, 
“especially after my junior year in high 
school. Steve DeBerg, who was playing 
with San Francisco then, had appeared at 
the Bulldog football camp, and as much as 
anyone he helped improve my technique. 
He broke down my throwing motion and 
worked on my release.” 

While Kevin said he had no strong incli- 
nation either for or against staying home 
and playing for his father, Jim Sweeney 
was beginning to have second thoughts 
about his previous reluctance to recruit 
his son. 

“The situation we were in at the time, 
where we had two quarterbacks going 
into their senior year and no outstanding 


It didn’t take long for Kevin 
Sweeney to begin his as- 


sault on the Fresno State 
record book. 


prospects behind them, created what we 
thought could be a good situation for 
Kevin here,” the coach said. “Certainly I 
thought he would have an early opportuni- 
ty to play here, which would have been no 
different than any approach we would 
have used to get any other quarterback 
with his ability.” 

Another factor was that Sweeney, as 
well as every other school in the PCAA, 
was beginning to throw the football. A lot. 

Jeff Tedford, a junior college transfer, 
had made the most of an opportunity to 
start al midseason in 1981, passing for 
1,879 yards and 11 touchdowns. The Bull- 
dogs, 1-5 halfway through the season, had 
rallied to win four of their last five games 
with Tedford and his receivers leading 
the way. 

Kevin knew that with Tedford and such 
receivers as Henry Ellard (now with the 
Los Angeles Rams) and Stephone Paige 
(Kansas City Chiefs) coming back, the 
Bulldogs were on the verge of big things. 
He also knew that Tedford would be grad- 
uating after the '82 season. 

“Our passing game had become more 
and more geared to throwing upfield, 
which again was what I thought could be 
a good situation for Kevin," the elder 
Sweeney said. “With a redshirt year, and 
knowing his capabilities, there was a 
chance he could start for us for four 
years.” 

If it sounded like a recruiting pitch, Jim 


Sweeney still held off. Meanwhile, his son 
remained noncommittal. 

Some schools may have been somewhat 
leery, but “others didn’t worry about the 
father-son thing,” Kevin said. “My mind 
was open.” He visited the Southern Cal 
and Washington campuses and had trips 
lined up to UCLA, San Diego State and 
Utah. 

The approach he got at home was more 
low-key. 

“Maybe in the back of my mind I was 
trying to believe he would eventually 
come here anyway,” the father said. “I 
didn’t want to recruit him so hard Kevin 
felt he couldn't visit other schools.” 

While the coach was doing his best to 
show restraint, his oldest son, an official 
with a Seattle packaging company, was 
applying pressure in another direction. 
Jim Sweeney Jr., a quarterback who had 
accepted a scholarship from Alabama be- 
fore having his playing career ended by a 
series of knee operations, put in a pitch 
for Kevin to attend Washington. 

“When all this was taking place,” 
Sweeney Sr. recalled, “I remember 
Jimmy telling me: ‘Dad, I want to let you 
know one thing. The father I loved was 
the one who let me make my own choice 
where I wanted to go to school.’ 

“T said, ‘That was all well and good, 
Jimmy, but you couldn’t throw the football 
like Kevin.'" 

Bearing his father’s feelings and his 
own concerns in mind, Kevin finally set- 
tled on Fresno State. The decision, he 
said, was “for not only four years, but one 
that will affect my life beyond that be- 
cause I plan on staying in Fresno a long 
time. That meant a lot, and so did my fam- 
ily being here, and people I had grown up 
with.” 

That decision settled one question, but 
it raised others that had been at the back 
of Kevin’s mind, How would playing for 
his father affect his relationship with 
other players on the team? How would he 
be treated? 

And when he was projected as the start- 
er going into the 1983 season after being 
redshirted as a freshman the year before, 
another question arose: How would he 
measure up to Tedford? The outgoing 
quarterback had gone out on a banner 
note the year before, leading the Bulldogs 
to a 10-1 regular-season record, the PCAA 
championship and a California Bowl vic- 
tory over Bowling Green State. 

“I knew there were a lot of people who 
expected Kevin to compete on the same 
level as a freshman as Tedford had done 
as a senior,” Sweeney said. “It was a hard 
act for him to follow.” 

Kevin believes the pressure resulted 
from a combination of being the coach’s 
son and starting as a freshman. 

“In the beginning I was skeptical about 


Continued 
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what people would think, or my team- 
mates, and how they would react to me,” 
the quarterback said, ‘That aspect, how- 
ever, has become easier as each year has 
gone by. 

“Now I've taken the attitude that if fans 
want to question what I do (on the field) 
or my ability, there's nothing I can do 
about it, other than give 100 percent when 
I’m out there,” 

Not thal Sweeney has given Bulldog 
fans any reason to question his ability or 
talent. 

In his first start lwo years ago, Sweeney 
passed for 329 yards and two touchdowns. 
Since then he's had four other 300-yard- 
plus games and has thrown at least two 
TD passes in 13 more games over the last 
two years. 

Equally important, Sweeney has passed 
every test his father would ask of any 
quarterback who played for him. 

“T told Kevin if he shows he's physically 
tongh and mentally tough, that’s more 
than half the battle,” the coach said. “I 
certainly knew he was intelligent enough 
and had the arm. 

“All those qualities are coming togeth- 
er. He’s as tough of a kid as I've ever 
coached. He certainly asks no quarter. He 
gets hit, he gets up. And his teammates 
know that.” 

The quarterback said he has had no 
problem blending in with the rest of his 
teammates. 

“I think he (his father) treats everyone 
the same,” he said. “I know that sounds 
like the right thing to say, but there are 
times my father thinks he’s everyone's fa- 
ther.” 

If Kevin Sweeney no longer has to 
prove himself, it doesn't mean there 
aren't any more challenges, He knows he 
can improve his passing, especially to re- 
ceivers on underneath patterns off option 
plays. 

“I need to develop better consistency 
along those lines,” he said. “Sometimes I 
have more confidence in my ability to 
throw upfield than the shorter routes. 

“Bul I'd be even more satisfied if I can 
do the things that will just make us win.” 

The Bulldogs have gone 6-5 and 6-6 the 
last two years, Last season was especially 
disappointing because they upset Arizona 
on the road in their season opener and 
rose to a 6-1 record before dropping their 
last five games. 

The team did suffer an inordinate num- 
ber of injuries a year ago, which Jim 
Sweeney said points out the biggest differ- 
ence between the PCAA and the Pacific- 
10 Conference. 

“Certainly our 1977 and ‘82 teams at 
Fresno (both league champions) were as 
good as any I had at Washington State,” 
Sweeney said. “On a first-string level, 
those teams could have played with near- 
ly anyone. What we have a harder time 
absorbing, because of depth, are injuries.” 

The Sweeneys are enthusiastic about 


this fall. They believe that a receiving 
corps topped by Vince Wesson, Dave Wil- 
liams and Stephen Baker compares favor- 
ably with the 1981 Fresno State trio of El- 
lard, Paige and Tony Woodruff, now with 
the Philadelphia Eagles. 

And of course, back to feed them the 
ball will be Sweeney, who already has 
proven that he can handle the pressure of 
being a starting quarterback—and [he 
coach's kid. 

“As far as playing for him,” Kevin said, 
“I think it’s something we'll both look 
back upon in a few years with even better 
memories than we now have," 

Jim Sweeney admits now that there 
were limes, even after Kevin told him he 
was signing With Fresno State, when he 
had some doubts. By recruiting his son, 
was he being fair to him? Would Kevin 
enjoy the college scene as much as if he 
had gone to school somewhere else? 

“It's been a big load for him to carry,” 
the elder Sweeney said. “And it certainly 
wouldn't have been there if I wasn't the 
head coach, 

“But you know what? I’m glad he’s my 
son—and my quarterback.” @ 


CONFERENCE 
PREVIEW 


By TERRY BETTERTON 


From Logan, Utah, to Fullerton, Calif., 
they're preparing the tar and feathers for 
Bob Cope. People have been burned at the 
stake for less herelical actions than what 
the Pacific coach is doing. 

Cope is bringing the wishbone offense 
to the Pacifie Coast Athletic Association. 
That's right, the Tigers will be running, 
rather than gunning, in the pass-happy 
PCAA, which promotes itself as the pas- 
singest conference in college football. 

The PCAA lived up to its reputation last 
season when five of its eight teams fin- 
ished the year among the top 20 passing 
teams in the country. No other confer- 
ence can make that claim. 

Don't look for PCAA running backs 
among the national rushing leaders. Quar- 


rules and won just three of 10 conference 
games. Now, Cope is going to institute a 
few rules of his own. 

“You have to look at the situation and 
give your players the best chance to suc- 
ceed,” Cope said. “I'm not married to one 
offense. It all depends on your personnel.” 

Cope made a personnel concession 
when he was hired at the Stockton-based 
school. Because of quarterback Paul 
Berner, who fit the PCAA mold, Cope 
played the passing game, Berner became 
the school’s all-time leading passer, but 
now he and three of his top receivers are 
gone, and Cope has switched to a brand of 
football that is more in tune with his cur- 
rent roster, 

To facilitate the switch, Cope hired 
Greg Seamon as offensive coordinator. 
Last year, Seamon coached the running 
backs at Army, a wishbone team that led 
the nalion in rushing and defeated Michi- 
gan State in the Cherry Bowl. 

“I had worked with Greg before, so I 
Knew he was qualified,” Cope said. “The 
fact that he has experience in the wish- 
bone is frosting on the cake.” 

Above all, Cope’s new offense will give 
the rest of the PCAA something new to 
watch. Fresno State Coach Jim Sweeney 
made an early concession, devoting time 
in each spring workout to scrimmage 
against an option-type offense. 

“It's a lot like boxing,” Sweeney said. 
“Fighters don't like to schedule lefthand- 
ers because it's something different. It is 
very difficult for a football team to pre- 
pare for the wishbone in just one week.” 

Said Cal State-Long Beach Coach Mike 
Sheppard: “From Pacific's standpoint, the 
change is a positive thing. They have 
great running backs and good linemen, so 
it’s a good thing for them to do. The novel- 
ty will be a plus for them.” 

Cope is counting on the different look to 
confuse opposing defenses, in much the 
Same way that Air Force, another option 
team, has baffled Notre Dame in recent 
years, The Falcons have beaten the Fight- 
ing Irish in each of the last three years. 

“There is no way anyone can say that 
Air Force has better football players than 
Notre Dame,” Cope said. “But the unique- 
ness of the wishbone gives Air Force an 
edge. 


terbacks, however, are another story. 

Five PCAA quarterbacks were listed 
among the first 22 on last year's Division 
I-A passing efficiency chart. Six were 
among the best 17 in total offense, all 
passing for more than 2,000 yards, Only 
three I-A receivers caught more than 70 
passes last season, and |wo were from the 
PCAA, 

So, what is Cope doing at Pacific be- 
sides going against a tradition that is 
more than a passing fancy? Call it surviv- 
al, 

In his first two seasons at Pacific, Cope 
played according to the league's air-it-out 
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~ “I have coached against the wishbone 
and coached teams that run the wishbone. 
It’s a different game and makes your 
preparation that much tougher. That is an 
advantage. Only time will tell if that is 
enough of an advantage for us.” 

Cope’s No. 2 quarterback from last year 
also is gone, so he is teaching the wish- 
bone to three untested quarterbacks—jun- 
ior David Hardcastle, senior Greg Murphy 
and junior college transfer Huey Jackson 
—and none with any option-football expe- 
rience. But the move was ideal for veter- 
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TSN’s Predictions 


. Fresno State 

. Cal State-Long Beach 
. Nevada-Las Vegas 

. Cal State-Fullerton 

. San Jose State 

. Pacific 

. New Mexico State 

. Utah State 


Players to Watch 


(Not ietudina players on All-America Checklist) 
SEAN FOY 
Defensive End Cal State-Fullerton 
CORN REDICK 
Wide Receiver Cal State-Fullerton 
MARK STEPHENSON 
Offensive Guard Cal State-Fullerton 
DOUG GAYNOR 
Quarterback Cal State-Long Beach 
THOMAS HENSLEY 
Defensive End -Cal State-Long Beach 
CHARLES LOCKETT 
Wide Receiver Cal State-Long Beach 
VICTOR BURNETT 
Defensive End Fresno State 
CLIFF HANNEMANN 
Linebacker Fresno State _ 
CHRIS PACHECO 
Noseguard Fresno State 
KEVIN SWEENEY 
Quarterback Fresno State 
VINCE WESSON 
Flanker Fresno State 
KIRK JONES 
Tailback Nevada-Las Vegas 
GENTRY WALSH 
Linebacker Nevada-Las Vegas 
RICK CLOPTON 
Offensive Guard New Mexico State 
ANDY WEILER 
Kicker New Mexico State 
NICK HOLT 
Linebacker Pacific 
JAMES MACKEY 
Running Back Pacific 
TOMMY PURVIS 
Cornerback 
JOHN AIMONETTI 
Offensive Tackle 
DANNY CLARK 
ia Defensive Tackle San Jose State 

Utah State back Richard Gwynn. RICHARD GWYNN 

Running Back Utah State 


ONOaRWN— 
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CAL STATE — FULLERTON 


Coach: Gene Murphy (28-30, 5 years; 43-37 
overall, 7 years) 

1984 Record: 11-1; 2nd in conf., 6-1. 

Offense: Multiple. Defense: 52. 

Key Losses: Damon Allen, QB; Larry Baker, 
OT: Steve Belardi, CB; Todd Gerhart, FB; 
Daren Gilbert, OT; Roy Lewis, RB; John 
Nevens, LB; Mark Pembrook, S; Andre Pine- 
sett, DT. 

Starters Returning: Offense (6): Bob Kent, 
TE, 6-2/210, Jr.; Dave Martinez. C. 6-4/245, 
Sr.; Mike Moore, G, 6-3/250, Sr.; Allen Pitts, 
FL, 6-3/205, Sr; James Pruitt, FL, 6-3/190, 
Sr.; Mark Stephenson, G, 6-4/275, Jr. Defense 
(4): Jim Baioa, NG, 6-0/240, Jr; Mark Collins, 
CB, 5-10/205, Sr.; Sean Foy, E, 6-0/210, Jr.; 
Ron McLean, T, 6-5/240, Jr. 

Key Returnees: Carlos Adley, NG, Soph.; Whit 
Brown, QB, Sr.; Rick Calhoun, FB, Jr; Mark 
Chisom, DE, Jr.; Hank Goebel, OT, Sr.; Kelly 
Gogerty, OT, Soph.; Wade Lockett, WR, Sr.; 
Russ Maybury, LB. Sr.; Vernon Norwood, CB, 
Sr.; Tom Phillips, S, Soph.; Corn Redick, WR, 
Sr.; Kelly Ross, CB, Sr.; Burness Scott, RB, Sr; 
Jeff Taylor, OG Sr.; Darryl Titsworth, OG, Sr- 
(academic RS). 

Top Newcomers: George Gallardo, OT; Bryan 
Riggs, LB (JUCO); Carlos Siragusa, OB; Len 
Standley, K (transfer from Washington) 


CAL STATE -LONG BEACH 


Coach: Mike Sheppard (4-7, 1 year) 

1984 Record: 4-7; T4th in conf., 3-4- 

Offense: Multiple, Defense: 4-3. 

Key Losses: Marc Bevilacqua, LB; John Hendy, 
DB; Kevin Junior, LB; Chuck Page, OL. 
Starters Returning: Offense (7): Daniel Brent, 
G, 6- 1/235, Sr.; Jofin Gook, FB, 6-0/232, Sr.; 
Doug Gaynor, OB, 6-2/213, Sr.; Charles '.ock- 
ett, WR, 6-0/168, Jr.; John Stapleton, C, 6- 
2/235, Sr.; Mark Templeton, RB, 6-1/200, Jr.; 
Rick Triguerro, TE, 6-1/215, Sr. Defense (5): 
Thomas Hensley, £, 6-6/235, Sr.; Anthony 
Jackson, T, 6-0/240, Sr.; Lane McCarthy, DB, 
5-11/180, Soph.; Chuck Meierbachtol, E, 6- 
4/215, Sr.; Kevin Moore, LB, 5-$/207, Sr 

Key Heturnees; Chris Adams, S, Sr.; Curtis 
Battles, OL, Sr.; Curtis Cummings, LB, Jr 
(RS); Sheldon Gaines, RB, Sr.; Joe losefa, OL, 
Jr. (RS); Gino Marchese, LB, Sr. (RS/knee); 
Mac McKeever, LB, Sr.; Matt Palmer, FB, Sr.; 
Anthony Reynolds, CB, Sr.; Paul Ussery, RB, 
Sr. 

Top Newcomers: Stacey Alexander, CB (RS); 
Spencer Battle, OT (JUCO): Roger Beavers, 
DB (JUCO); Darryl Carter, TE (JUCO); 
Lawrence Crayton, DB; Val James, DB 
{JUCO); Michael Roberts, WR; Jeff Sherer, OL 
(JUCO); Derek Washington, DB/WR. 


FRESNO STATE 


Coach: Jim Sweeney (47-32, 7 years; 104- 
111-1 overall, 20 years) 

1984 Record: 6-6; T4th in conf., 3-4. 

Offense: Pro-Set, Defense: Multiple. 

Key Losses: Curtis Allen, S: Ron Cross. S; 
Larry Willis, WR. 

Starters Returning: Offense (9): Barry Grove, 
G, 6-3/265, Sr.; Terry Laffitte, G, 6-1/275, Sr; 
David Lerma, T, 6-2/255, Sr.; Greg Lovering, 
T, 6-3/260, Sr.; Mike Savage, C, 6-3/240, Sr.; 
Mark Scambray, TE, 6-2/205, Sr.; Calvin 
Scruggs, TB, 5-11/179, Soph.; Kevin Sweeney, 
QB, 6-0/195, Jr.; Vince Wesson, FL, 5-9/185, 
Jr. Defense (4): Victor Burnett, E, 6-4/240, 
Sr.; Kevin Mason, LB, 6-1/225, Sr.; Chris Pa- 
checo, NG, 6-0/250, Sr.; George Petersen, LB, 
6-2/220, Sr. 

Key Returnees: Anthony Dollarhide, CB, Sr.; 
David Grayson, LB, Jr; Cliff Hannemann, LB, 
Jr. (RS); Roark Kelly, CB, Sr.; Anthony Nunn, 
LB, Soph.; George Petersen, LB. Sr.; Mike 
Tarr, S, Sr.; Gene Taylor, SE, Jr. (RS); Rod 
Webster, S, Soph. 

Top Newcomers: Stephen Baker, WR (JUCO); 
Anthony Collier, OL (JUCO); Tony Harris, 
WR/DB (JUCQ); Brock Smith, WR (JUCO); 
Michael Stewart, DB (JUCQ); Fred Wilburn, 
DB (JUGO); James Williams, FB (JUCO); 
Grég Williamson, CB (JUCO). 


Fullerton’s Mark Collins. 
NEVADA-LAS VEGAS 


Coach: Harvey Hyde (21-14, 3 years) 

1984 Record: 10-2; ist in conf., 7-0. 

Offense: Multiple. Defense: Multiple. 

Key Losses: Kyle Bryan, OG; Brian Campbell, 
LB; Randall Cunningham, QB; Doug Eisher, 
OG; Tyrone Gray, OT: Reggie LaFrance, TE; 
Michael McDade, FL; Aaron Moog, DE: Tom 
Polley, LB; Dalton Reed, S. 

Starters Returning: Offense (3): Paul Godbey. 
T, 6-5/265, Sr.; Kirk Jones, TB, 5- 10/201, Jr.: 
Tony Lewis, FB, 6-1/215, Sr. Defense (6): 
Harvey Allen, S, 6-3/203, Sr.; Anthony Blue, 
CB, 5-9/179, Jr.; Martin Cooper, NT, 6-4/266, 
Sr.; David Hollis, CB, 5-11/187, Jr.; Daryl 
Knox, L6, 6-4/220, Sr.; Jon Taylor, LB, 6- 
2/225, Sr, 

Key Returnees: Patrick Boykin, DL, Soph.; 
Diego Craig, CB, Soph.; Joe DiGiovanna, K. 
Sr.; Ron Drake, C, Sr.; Reggie Farmer, SE, 
Soph.; Carlos Lovato, NT, Sr.; Robert Orr, C, 
Soph.; Ed Saignes, S, Sr.; Steve Simms, OG, 
Jr.; Steve Stallworth, QB, Jr.; Ray Taylor, SE, 
Jr.,; George Thomas, FL, Soph.; Gentry Walsh, 
L, Sr.; Icky Woods, FB, Soph, 

Top Newcomers: Lamon Field DB; Don Gar- 
rett, TE (JUCO); Pat Harden, L; Derek Nichol- 
son, LB; Tom Sweeney, OG (JUCO); Antonio 
Valentino, DB; George Williams, FL; Darnell 
Woods, TE/WR. 


NEW MEXICO STATE 


Coach: Fred Zechman (7-15, 2 years) 

1975 Record: 2-9; T7th in conf., 1-6. 

Offense: Multiple. Defense: Multiple. 

Key Losses: Shawn Day, DT; Louis Garza, OT; 
James Hebert, RB; Kim Locklin, RB; Brit May- 
berry, LB; Don Miller, OG; Medgar Parrish, DB; 
Reggie Simmons, S. 

Starters Returning: Offense (6): Rick Clopton, 
G, 6-3/255, Sr.; Brett Cooper, C, 6-4/247, Sr; 
Pierre Cooper, QB, 6-0/200, Jr; Tony Curtis. 
WR, 6-2/199, Sr.; Don Milton, TE. 6-3/230, 
Jr.; Jon Roberts, T, 6-3/270, Soph. Defense 
(7): Ron Clapton, NG, 6-3/260, Sr.; Benny 
Dickens, T, 6-4/250, Sr; Darryl Ford, LB, 6- 
1/205, Soph.; Galvin Henry, CB, 5- 11/190. Jr; 
George Nedd, LB, 6-3/220, Jr.; Dennis Owens, 
CB, 5-11/190, Soph.; Mark Terry, LB, 6- 
2/210, Soph. 

Key Returnees: Mark Dunn, WR, Jr., Bill Fan- 
elli, FB, Sr.; Bobby Kinder, LB, Jr.; Jim Miller, 
QB, Soph.; Joe Rowley, RB, Soph.; Ken Tyler, 
RB, Jr.; Andy Weiler, K, Sr. 

Top Newcomers: D'Andre Collins, S (JUCO); 
David Giannini, QB (JUCO); Boo Merritt, LB 
JUCO; Paul Schroeder. WR, Jr. (JUCO); Steve 
Stearns, RB, Phil Vinson, QB. 
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PACIFIC 


Coach: Bob Cope (7-16, 2 years) 

1984 Record: 4-7; 6th in conf., 2-5. 

Offense: Veer. Defense: 52. 

Key Losses: Paul Berner, QB; Tony Camp, TE; 
Kevin Greene, S; Floyd Layher, OT; Sheldon 
MacKenzie, LB; Greg Pacos, OG; Michael 
Scott, WR; Steve Smith, OT; Ron Woods, WR. 
Starters Returning: Offense (4): Kurt 
Heinrich, WR, 5-9/160, Sr.; James Mackey, 
RB, 5-10/180, Jr.; Eduardo Yagues, G, 6- 
4/260. Sr.; Robert Zolg, C, 6-4/255, Sr. De- 
fense (8): Darrell Divinity, DB, 6-0/190, Sr; 
Andy Franks, T, 6-3/250, Sr.; Collis Galloway, 
NG, 5-11/190, Sr.; Nick Holt, LB, 6-0/215, Sr.; 
Jeff Plunkett, E. 6-2/210, Sr.; Tommy Purvis. 
CB, 6-0/185, Sr.; Rich Sarris, E, 6-2/225, Sr; 
LaShawn Wells, CB, 5- 10/175, Sr, 

Key Returnees: Mark Cabot, K, Soph. (RS); 
Scott Clower, OT/OG, Jr. (RS); Gregg Daniel, 
RB Jr. (RS); Marshall Lampson, P, Jr.; Ken 
Norgaard, K, Jr.; Tim O'Keefe, NT, Sr; Ken 
Rhoads, S, Sr.; Mark Roberts, LB, Soph. (RS); 
Derek Rogers, RB, Soph, (RS); Wes Sibole, 
OT. Sr,; Joe Taylor, DE/LB, Sr.; Gene Thomas. 
WR, Sr; Ron Thornton, RB, Sr. 

Top Newcomers: Scott Camper, DL (JUCO); 
Bill Gorham, DL (JUCO); Ron Inderbitzin, DL; 
Kevin Sousa, DL (JUCO); Steve Souza. RB 
{JUCO). 


SAN JOSE STATE 


Coach: Claude Gilbert (6-5, 1 year; 67-31-2 
overall, 9 years) 

1984 Record: 6-5; 3rd in conf., 5-2. 

Offense: Multiple. Defense: 3-4. 

Key Losses: Jim Accinelli, C; Kevin Bowman, 
WR; Bob Frasco, QB: Vyn Goodman, LB; 
Harold Hadley, OG; Keith McDonald, WR; Terry 
McDonald, DE; Lou Patrone, S; Frank Robin- 
son, HB; Tony Smith, WR; Frank Witherspoon, 
Ss. 

Starters Returning: Offense (5): John Aimon- 
etti, T, 6-3/271, Sr.; Bruce McAlvain, G, 6- 
0/246, Sr; Manu Mulitalo, T, 6-3/276, Sr.; 
John Murphy, TE, 6-3/230, Jr.; Keith Tatum, 
FB, 6-2/207, Sr. Defense (4): K.C. Clark, CB, 
5-10/ 181, Jr.; Jim Hollinger, LB, 6-0/211, Sr.; 
Marcus McDade, CB, 5-11/177, Sr.; Wayne 
Woodard, T, 6-4/250, Jr. 

Key Returnees: Ed Bird, DT, Sr,; Tony Brown, 
K, Sr.; Jon Carlson, QB, Sr. (medical RS); 
Danny Clark, DT. Sr.; David Diaz-Infante, OG, 
Jr. (RS/knee); Sam Kennedy, DE, Jr. 
(RS/knee); Sean Laughlin, P, Sr.; Booker 
Moore, WR, Soph.; Randy Walker, RB, Jr; Larry 
Weldon, S, Jr. 

Top Newcomers: Lafo Malauulu, WR (JUCO); 
Donald Stewart, HB (transfer from Washington 
State); Teddy Taylor, NG, (JUCO); Don Tea- 
gue, C (JUCO). 


UTAH STATE 


Coach: Chris Pella (6-16, 2 years) 

1984 Record: 1-10; T7th in conf,, 1-6. 
Offense: Multiple. Defense: 4-3. 

Key Losses: Dale Ephriam, CB; Hal Garner, LB; 
Mike Hamby, DT; Mitch Kaiser, OT; Dave 
Kuresa, OG; Mario Miller, S; Ed Ruggeroli, TE; 
Marc White, RB. 

Starters Returning: Offense (6): Mickey Bell, 
WR, 5-11/200, Sr.; Richard Gwynn, RB, 5- 
9/220, Sr. (403 yds., 5.2 avg.); Solomon Mil- 
ler, WR, 6-1/182, Sr.; Tim Ruiz, C, 6-4/264, 
Sr.; Greg Sinnott, T, 6-8/290, Jr., Navy Tuila- 
sosopo, G, 6-0/305, Jr. Defense (4): Ed Berry, 
CB, 5- 10/180, Sr.; Mike Campbell, T, 6-4/256, 
Sr.; James Jenkins, LB, 6-0/208, Jr; Mark 
Mraz, E/T, 6-4/45, Jr. 

Key Returnees: Kelly Angell, DE, Sr.; Brent 
Bartz, OG/P, Sr; Brad Ipsen, QB, Sr.; Percy 
Jackson, RB, Sr.; Derek McPherson, WR, Sr.; 
Jim Otto, LB. Soph.; Al Smith, LB, Jr; Navy 
Tuiasosopo, OG, Jr.; Garland Voss, WR, Sr. 
Top Newcomers: Alonzo Clark, RB (JUCO); 
Glen Crawford, RB (JUCO); Eugene Harrison, 
DB, Jr.; John Lesher, OT (JUCO): Tom Ponich, 
QB (JUCO); Brett Stevens, OB (RS); Kevin 
Young, DT (JUCO). 


an running backs James Mackey and Ron 
Thornton, who combined for 1,475 yards 
rushing last fall. 

The Tigers are deep at running back, 
but Cope must find a fullback to spear- 
head the wishbone. Cope also must exam- 
ine a promising ‘set of candidates to fill 
holes in the offensive line. Guard Eduardo 
Yagues and center Robert Zolg are the 
only returning starters there. 

The Pacific defense must shape up if 
the Tigers are to improve on last year’s 
4-7 record. They allowed 412.5 yards and 
25.5 points per game last fall, but with the 
return of eight starters and the addition of 
some good junior college transfers, im- 
provement certainly seems possible. 

New faces are expected to make an 1m- 
mediate impact on the line, which needs 
beefing up. Replacements also are needed 
at linebacker, but the Tigers do return 
their best player there, senior Nick Holt, 
who has led the team in tackles the last 
two years. 

Seniors Tommy Purvis and LaShawn 
Wells boost the secondary, which will fea- 
ture two new safeties this fall. Purvis last 
year picked off five passes, including one 
that he returned for a touchdown. 

The newness of the wishbone may be 
enough to boost Pacific into the middle of 
the pack in what figures to be a tight 
league race. The favorites, however, fit 
into a more traditional PCAA mold. 

In a conference with a rich quarter- 
backing tradition, it is the signal-callers 
who would seem to give Cal State-Long 
Beach, with Doug Gaynor at the helm, 
and Fresno State, featuring Kevin Sween- 
ey, an edge. 

Gaynor, who finished behind only Rob- 
bie Bosco of Brigham Young and Doug 
Flutie of Boston College in total offense 
last season, brings impressive numbers 
into his senior season. He completed 64.4 
percent of his passes for 3,230 yards and 
16 touchdowns last year. 

Gaynor will be surrounded by most of 
the offensive guns from a 49er team that 
ranked second in the league in total of- 
fense, averaging 401 yards per game. Cal 
State-Long Beach returns its top nine re- 
ceivers and its top eight rushers. 

Tops among the receivers is junior 
Charles Lockett, an AIl-PCAA selection 
who caught 75 passes for 1,112 yards a 
year ago. With Lockett and Gaynor, Cal 
State-Long Beach has the most productive 
returning passing combination in the 
country. 

Running back Mark Templeton, a 200- 
pound junior, adds balance after leading 
the 49ers in rushing with 459 yards and 
ranking second on the team with 59 
catches for 451 yards. Seniors John Cook 
and Martin Sartin add depth. 

Gaynor also will be throwing to wide 
receiver Troy Ory (42 catches) and tight 
end Greg Locy (31 catches). 

Center John Stapleton anchors the of- 


fensive line, which returns only one other 
1984 starter, guard Daniel Brent. Still, 
Sheppard believes he has the replace- 
ments to form a strong forward wall. 

The 49ers lost six of last year’s defen- 
sive starters, including a pair of All-PCAA 
performers in linebacker Marc Bevilac- 
qua and defensive back John Hendy. That 
leaves some big holes to fill, especially at 
linebacker, but the line appears to have 
emerged relatively unscathed. 

The line returns three 1984 starters and 
plenty of experienced backups. Foremost 
among the returnees are seniors Thomas 
Hensley and Chuck Meierbachtol, per- 
haps the best pair of ends in the confer- 
ence. 

The rest of the unit is much less solid. 
Sheppard will rebuild around Lane Mc- 
Carthy in the secondary and linebacker 
Kevin Moore. 

Kevin Sweeney, the coach’s son, holds 
most of Fresno State’s passing records 
going into his junior season. With 3,259 
yards last season, only Flutie, Bosco and 


With Doug Gaynor playing quarterback, Cal State- Long Beach 
receiver Charles Lockett (above) should get plenty of action. 


Miami's Bernie Kosar threw for more 
yardage. 

The return of all five starting offensive 
linemen and depth at running back, 
through junior college recruiting, should 
be big pluses for the Bulldogs. Injuries in 
the backfield had a profound effect on the 
Fresno State rushing game last year, 
when the Bulldogs won five games to 
open the season but finished at 6-6. 

Barring significant injuries, Fresno 
State ranks as the early favorite to win 
the PCAA title. 

Fullback Lavale Thomas returns for his 
senior season after missing most of last 
year with a broken ankle. Sweeney 
strengthened the backfield with the addi- 
tion of such junior college recruits as Ron 
Sims and James Williams. 

Junior college transfers Stephen (The 
Touchdown Maker) Baker, who scored 31 
touchdowns in two seasons, Brock Smith 
and Chris Leonard join veterans Dave 


Continued 
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Williams and Vince Wesson lo give Fres- 
no State depth at wide receiver despile 
the loss of Larry Willis, who closed out his 
college career with 79 catches last year. 
Wesson and Williams combined for 56 
catches for 1,082 yards in 1984. 

The Bulldog defense will be headed by 
all-conference noseguard Chris Pacheco 
and outside linebacker Cliff Hannemann, 
who was redshirted after injuring his 
knee in the 1984 season opener. Hanne- 
mann will be joined by Kevin Mason and 
George Petersen. 

Victor Burnett, a talented end, is the 
only other returning defensive starter, so 
Sweeney has some major work to do with 
that squad. “We have many positions to 
fill,” the coach said. 

That is especially true in the secondary, 
which will feature four new faces this fall. 
The Bulldogs ranked 104th out of 105 I-A 
teams in pass defense last year, allowing 
an average of 259.4 passing yards per 
game—only Utah State fared worse—so 
this area looms as a potential weak spot. 

The Bulldogs have a strong kicking 
game, though, thanks to sophomore Barry 
Belli and senior Mike Mancini. Belli con- 
verted 15 of 17 field-goal tries and all 13 of 
his extra-point attempts last fall, while 
Mancini averaged 42.8 yards per punt. 

Tradition would seem to be against Ne- 
vada-Las Vegas, which won all seven con- 
ference games last year. The PCAA has 
not had an outright repeat champion 
since San Jose State won back-to-back 
titles in 1975-76. 

Calling the Rebels defending cham- 
pions, however, is academic. Nevada-Las 
Vegas was forced to forfeit all of its vic- 
tories, including the California Bowl, be- 
cause it used some ineligible players. 

Even assuming that the Rebels use only 
eligible players this year, they probably 
will be hard-pressed to win the title. The 
Rebels suffered a double loss with the de- 
parture of Randall Cunningham, an All- 
PCAA selection at both quarterback and 
punter. Replacing him will not be easy. 

Coach Harvey Hyde will call on junior 
Steve Stallworth, who has not yet thrown 
a pass in a college game, to lake over at 
quarterback. Stallworth will have only 
four returning offensive starters to help 
him this year, including just one up front, 
tackle Paul Godbey. Hyde would like to 
have a more experienced line to protect 
Stallworth, but he is pleased to have back 
center Ron Drake, a 1983 starter who was 
redshirted last fall with a knee injury. 

Fortunately for Stallworth, he can hand 
the ball to a great pair of running backs. 
Junior Kirk Jones earned All-PCAA 
honors last fall after rushing for 1,007 
yards on 154 carries (6.5 average). Oppos- 
ing defenses will not be able to focus sole- 
ly on Jones, however, as fullback Tony 
Lewis also returns. Lewis rushed for 801 
yards as a junior last year. 

Hyde lost virtually his entire crop of re- 


88 * 


ceivers from last fall. Flanker George 
Thomas, split end Ray Taylor and some 
other young players will be expected to 
propel the Rebels’ passing game. 

Leading the Nevada-Las Vegas defense 
is senior linebacker Gentry Walsh. He is 
not listed among the seven returning de- 
fensive starters, but he should be the best 
player on that unit. Returnees Daryl Knox 
and Jon Taylor join Walsh to give the 
Rebels a solid defensive core. 

The secondary, led by cornerback 
Anthony Blue, also looks strong. The only 
apparent weakness is the defensive line, 
which lacks experience. 

Like Nevada-Las Vegas, Cal State-Full- 
erton lost an outstanding quarterback and 
will depend on an untested signal-caller to 
continue the school's recent winning tra- 
dition. 

In this case, the departed quarterback 
is Damon Allen, who led the Titans to the 
PCAA championship in 1983 and an 11-1 
record last year. His replacement will be 
either Kevin Jan or Whit Brown, a pair of 
seniors who together have thrown only 37 
collegiate passes, 

The winner of the quarterback job will 
be blessed with a tremendous quartet of 
targets for his passes. Senior Corn Redick 
(an all-conference punt returner who also 
caught 37 passes for 709 yards at his wide 
receiver post), Allen Pitts, James Pruitt 
and Wade Lockett are the league's best 
set of returning pass catchers. 

The offensive line should be strong with 
the return of three starters. The guard 
spots are especially deep with Mark 
Stephenson, Mike Moore and Darry! Tits- 
worth, 

All-America candidate Mark Collins 
spearheads a graduation-depleted de- 
fense. The cornerback intercepted six 
passes last fall but will have to help break 
in three new starters in the secondary. 

The Titans’ front seven on defense will 
be young and inexperienced. No seniors 
are expected to start in that area, and 
only three starters return there—nose- 
guard Jim Baioa, tackle Ron McLean and 
end Sean Foy. Foy has all-conference po- 
tential, but Coach Gene Murphy still faces 
a number of question marks on defense, 
particularly at linebacker. 

San Jose State lost a top-notch quarter- 
back in Bob Frasco, but the Spartans are 
in good shape with the return of senior 
Jon Carlson, who sat out last season after 
(throwing for 1,961 yards and 12 touch- 
downs in 1983, Carlson has been recover- 
ing slowly from a tailbone injury that 
caused him to be redshirted last fall, but 
he still is expected to be the team's No, | 
quarterback this season, 

The top four wide receivers from 1984 
are gone, but Coach Claude Gilbert 
brought in some new blood to ease the 
problem. Junior college transfer Lafo Ma- 
lauulu could emerge as a big-play man for 
the Spartans. 
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Halfbacks Randy Walker and Donald 
Stewart, the latter a transfer from Wash- 
ington State. and fullback Keith Tatum 
give San Jose State a solid running game. 
Their interference will be led by tackle 
John Aimonetti and the rest of a veteran 
line. 

Defensively, only four starters return. 
The line was least affected by graduation, 
and tackle Danny Clark could be one of 
the best players in the league at his posi- 
tion. 

Gilbert will be looking for replace- 
ments to work with Jim Hollinger at line- 
backer and K.C, Clark and Marcus 
McDade in the secondary. Both areas fig- 
ure to be weak spots for the Spartans. 

New Mexico State needed only one 
season in the PCAA—a season in which 
they went 2-9—to realize that a move to 
the passing game was in order. So, Coach 
Fred Zechman brought in quarterback 
David Giannini, who threw for 4,721 yards 
and 43 touchdowns in two years at the 
College of San Mateo (Calif.). 

Either Giannini or sophomore Jim Mil- 
ler, both of whom performed well last 
spring, will be aiming for wide receivers 
Mark Dunn and Tony Curtis. Protection 
will be provided by a line that returns 
three starters, including guard Rick Clop- 
ton. 

The Aggies have another offensive 
weapon in place-kicker Andy Weiler, wha 
kicked only seven field goals last year but 
has great potential. 

The Aggies should be better defen- 
sively, if for no other reason than experi- 
ence. Seven starters return from a unil 
that allowed an incredible 445.8 yards per 
game a year ago, a figure thal leaves 
plenty of room for improvement. 

The only PCAA team that ranked lower 
than New Mexico State in total defense 
was Utah State, which allowed 461 yards 
per game. The Aggies also surrendered 
an average of 35.5 points per game, which 
pretty much explains their 1-10 record. 

Only four starters return from the start- 
ing unit responsible for those embarrass- 
ing numbers, so in a sense Coach Chris 
Pella can start with a clean slate. He and 
his staff recruited 21 junior college trans- 
fers to fill several holes, many of them on 
defense. Pella also is switching to a four- 
man front this year in an effort to im- 
prove the team’s pass rush. 

The Aggies’ top offensive player is run- 
ning back Richard Gwynn, who rushed for 
403 yards a year ago and is capable of 
much better statistics. Senior Brad Ipsen 
is the likely starter at quarterback after 
missing most of last season with a knee 
injury, and 305-pound guard Navy Tuiaso- 
sopo bolsters a promising line. 


Kevin Pivernetz covers college sports for the 
Long Beach Press-Telegram, 


Terry Betterton covers college sports for the 
Fresno Bee. 


A Dream Come True 


Robbie Bosco 
Helps BYU Find 
Promised Land 


By MIKE LITTWIN 


Doug Flutie stole our hearts. He was 

small and cute, a Smurf in cleats and 
pads. And when he created fire from 
earth on that memorable autumn day in 
Miami by throwing his impossible touch- 
down pass to beat Bernie Kosar and the 
Hurricanes, he touched something deep 
within us. He taught us about hope. 

But there was another day, another 
quarterback and another lesson waiting 
to be learned. 

Robbie Bosco isn’t all that cute. He has 
curly, black hair, but stands 6-foot-2 and 
looks almost rugged. He may be a little 
too skinny (188 pounds) to be called rug- 
ged, but this lanky young man is made 
from the stuff of pioneers. His great-great 
grandfather, in fact, was Wilford Wood- 
ruff, the Mormon prophet who helped 
lead his people across a nation and carve 
a paradise from Utah desert and moun- 
tain. Young Robbie led a different kind of 
people to a different kind of paradise last 


| n 1984, the year of the quarterback, 


aRaN: ‘ : One of the proudest moments in Robbie Bosco’s sensational 1984 
On December al, tn'San ie as season came at the end of the Holiday Bowl (above) when he 

Vai Uatieuter ta a a i peat received the game’s MVP trophy. Bosco helped Brigham Young 

against Michigan. All that was at stake Coach LaVell Edwards realize his dream of a national title. 


was a national college football champion- 
ship. 

Late in the first quarter, Michigan tack- 
le Mike Hammerstein hammered Bosco’s 
left knee with a jarring tackle—after the 
whistle. Chalk it up to enthusiasm. In any 
case, Bosco had to be carried off the field. 
With him went a dream or two, as well as 
any real hope of a national title. 

But one series of plays later, there he 
was, back on the field. The crowd, at first 
unbelieving, exploded at the sight of 
Bosco. He barely could walk, so he limped 
through three quarters, throwing off one 
leg, keeping his weight off the other. On 
those occasions in which he was forced to 
run, he hobbled. He threw three intercep- 
tions. He fumbled twice. But in the fourth 
quarter, when the pain should have been 
too great to bear, he rallied BYU to vic- 
tory with two touchdown passes. His final 
numbers were impressive: 30 completions 
in 42 attempts for 343 yards and two 
touchdowns. 

And so it was that BYU beat Michigan, 
24-17, to go 13-0 and win its first-ever na- 
tional championship. 

Bosco’s lesson need not be explained. 

“As long as I could walk I was going to 
Stay in,” Bosco said that night. 


“That shows what kind of guy Robbie 
Bosco is,” teammate Glen Kozlowski said. 
“I'd say he’s a stud, It takes a lot of guts to 
come back like that. When we saw him go 
down, we figured there was no chance he 
could come back. 

“Then we see him limping back on the 
field. The fans couldn't believe it and we 
couldn't believe it.” 

It is during such moments that you take 
the measure of a man. 

Now Flutie has taken his smile to the _ 
United States Football League and Kosar, 
passing up his two remaining years of eli- 
gibility at Miami, has joined the National 
Football League. But Bosco is back at 
BYU, where it’s always the year of the 
quarterback. 

“It’s no different this year,” he said, 
fresh from a dream season in which he 
received his fair share of national expo- 
sure. “Maybe you get recognized a little 
more often. 

“But I haven't changed. I'm still the 
same person, My teammates tell me they 
appreciate the way I’ve been acting, that 
it hasn't gone to my head.” 


Continued 
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Though his arm and heart are major 
league, there's no chance of a big head. 
Not for the kid from Roseville, Calif., a 
small town outside of Sacramento. Bosco 
is one of your legitimate I-just-want-to- 
contribute guys. He tries not to think 
about the Heisman Trophy that might be 
awaiting him, or even the multi-million 
dollar pro contract. 

“Those things are a long, long way 
away,” he said. “And they might never 
happen. | don’t think about them at all.” 

Bosco, your typical talented and modest 
BYU quarterback, lives in the basement 
of somebody else’s house in what would 
never be confused with splendor. And he's 
happy right where he is. He’s happy even 
though he has to duck just to get inside 
the door. 

“A lot of people call it the dungeon,” 
Bosco said. “You haye to go down the 
stairs and it’s sort of like a caye.” 

No bats, fortunately. But when he 
moved in, it was hard to be sure. 

“When | first moved in, it looked like 50 
football players had lived in it,” he said. 
“My parents and aunts and uncles and my 
sister and my girlfriend, they really fixed 
it up nice. It’s not a bad place to live.” 

Set hard against the Wasatch Moun- 
tains in Provo, Utah, Brigham Young is a 
Mormon college with strict behavioral re- 
quirements, There is a dress code and a 
code of conduct that would distress most 
modern-day college students. 

Bosco narrowed his choice to a couple 
of schools known to produce quality quar- 
terbacks—California and BYU. He finally 
decided that the lifestyle in Berkeley was 
not for him. 

He once was quoted as saying that his 
idea of a good time was “sitting at home 
and going to sleep.” 

Bosco does have other entertainment 
interests. On a Sunday, he might drive the 
75 miles to Salt Lake City for a dinner 
with his girlfriend and her parents, On 
Thursdays, he likes to go to the movies. 

Why Thursdays? 

That's dollar night. 

“I’m basically a reserved, kick-back 
kind of guy,” he said. “I'm not going to be 
seen at many parties. I guess I'm quiet. I 
enjoy being myself.” 

That's why he moved into “the dun- 
geon"—to be by himself, to be where he 
can concentrate on what's important. 
Like, say, football and bowling with his 
girlfriend. 

“Robbie is the kind of guy that if you 
had a daughter, you'd want him to take 
her out,” said Kozlowski, a top-notch BYU 
wide receiver. “You'd know she'd be safe. 
This guy makes Donnie Osmond look like 
a sinner.” 

Even at conservalive Brigham Young, 
Bosco is considered something of a 
square. 

“Yeah, he's a little square,” Kozlowski 
said. “But you can still hang with him. 
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Robbie Bosco, BYU’s trig- 
ger man, makes things hap- 
pen, but sure-handed re- 
ceivers like Glen Kozlowski 
make his job a lot easier. 


You can have fun with him. He doesn’t 
bring anybody down.” 

Once upon a time, when Bosco was 
awaiting his turn on the BYU quarterback 
assembly line, there was some concern 
over whether he was too reserved, too 
shy. Sure, he could pass for 300 yards a 
game, but could he explain it afterward? 

Steve Young, Bosco’s immediate prede- 
cessor of note and currently the quarter- 
back for the USFL’s Los Angeles Express, 
took young Robbie in hand. He gave les- 
sons. Young says he would pose as a re- 
porter with receiver Gordon Hudson fill- 
ing in as cameraman. 

“We'd set him up like he was going to 
be interviewed,” Young said. “Then we'd 
hit him with the (imaginary) lights and I'd 
g0, ‘You're on.'” 

And Bosco would say, ‘“‘Aw, I don't 
know.” 

Bosco laughs at the story. 

“That thing gets better and better 
every time it’s told,” Bosco said. “Before 
my first start against Pittsburgh, Steve 
and my quarterback coach put the big 
spotlight on me and asked questions. I'd 
just bust up laughing.” 
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Kozlowski remembers. 

“He would talk like this: ‘I-am-Robbie- 
Bosco,’ He sounded like a robot.” 

In any event, it must have had some 
positive effect. Bosco can talk pretty well 
these days, though not quite as well as he 
can play quarterback. 

You want glib? 

Someone asked Bosco to compare him- 
self to former Cougars quarterbacks Gif- 
ford Nielsen, Mare Wilson, Jim McMahon 
and Young. 

Said Bosco: “I think we're all pretty dif- 
ferent. I don’t know if there were many 
similarities. Well, I know one. We're all 
great guys.” 

There are other similarities. Bosco fig- 
ures to join his predecessors as a first- 
team All-America. Then, of course, the 
pros await. McMahon and Wilson were 
first-round NFL draft choices and Nielsen 
was a third-rounder. Young took his $36 
million from the USFL before the NFL 
could get around to drafting him. 

But what is so strangely similar about 
the five of them is that none were consid- 
ered prize recruits. Young, for example, 
received only one other scholarship offer. 
By comparison, Bosco was a hot commod- 
ity. He had offers by the handful. One 
hand. 

One day back in Roseville, he looked at 
a Top 50 list of senior quarterbacks. His 
name was not included. 

“T looked at the newspaper and said, 
‘I'm nothing.” " 

That's the way he had felt four years 
earlier when he went out for the fresh- 
man team at Roseville High. He soon re- 
gretted that decision, 

“T couldn't learn the plays,” he said. “I 
didn’t like practicing and I just quit. My 
brother and dad talked me into staying. I 
didn’t want to. 

“My sophomore year, I still wasn't too 
excited. But as a junior, we had a good 
team and I had a good season, and it got 
to be fun. Eventually, I got hooked.” 

But just when he really got to liking 
football, he was forced to the sideline. At 
Brigham Young, when you're a quarter- 
back, you don’t play right away. First, you 
have to learn how. Then you have to wait 
your turn. 

Bosco played freshman ball, then was 
redshirted. As a sophomore, he sat and 
watched Young, his good friend, compile 
All-America numbers. 

“Steve was impossible to get out of the 
lineup,” Bosco once said. “He was so dura- 
ble | wanted to take a truck and run over 
him a few times.” 

Actually, it was sometimes more frus- 
trating than funny. 

“To be successful playing quarterback 
here, you almost have to go through that 
waiting period,” Bosco said. “Your fresh- 
man year, you're nothing. You get red- 
shirted your sophomore year. 

“Playing behind Steve was a little frus- 


trating. You're out to practice every day, 
and you don’t get to suit up or you don’t 
get to play. 

“T kind of thought if I had gone some- 
place else, I'd have played earlier. But I 
never thought of leaving. I just hoped it 
would work out and I'd get my chance.” 

He got that chance and it worked out 
better than anyone could have expected. 
He played well in the 1984 opener against 
Pittsburgh. Then he had a big game in a 
47-13 win over Baylor. 

“We knew then that he could play with 
anyone,” Kozlowski said. “He's so fragile 
looking, kind of like a China doll. But he 
convinced everyone. Pretty soon he 
began to believe it himself.” 

So did the rest of the nation. Bosco’s 
1984 regular-season numbers were spec- 
tacular. He completed 283 of 458 passing 
attempts (62 percent) for 3,875 yards and 
33 touchdowns. He finished second to Flu- 
tie nationally in passing efficiency and 
edged out the Boston College star in total 
offense (327.7 yards per game to 327.5). 
And he didn’t compile those passing num- 
bers with short passes, either, averaging 
13.6 yards per completion. He set a record 
for most consecutive games (12) in a sea- 
son passing for 200 or more yards. 

What he had to guard against, he says, 
was trying to be too much like Young. 

“T had to be sure to be my own man, my 
own quarterback,” he said. “I couldn’t go 
out there and try to do the things Steve 
Young did. I couldn't run like Steve could 
run. I had to become the kind of quarter- 
back that best suited my game. 

“It came surprisingly fast. After a cou- 
ple of games, I felt very comfortable back 
there. And, of course, we kept winning. 
That made it that much easier.” 

And now he comes back for another 
turn. The knee is OK, the arm is still great 
and you know about the heart. 

There will be a lot more attention this 
time, however. The expectations will be 
greater. He is among the preseason favor- 
‘ites to win the Heisman Trophy, and ev- 
eryone is going to be watching. 

Bosco doesn’t mind people watching on 
game day, but otherwise he would prefer 
to be off by himself or with a few close 
friends, 

“He doesn't care about attention,” said 
BYU linebacker Cary Whittingham. “Rob- 
bie doesn’t want to go to dinners or ban- 
quets. 

“He's just the same guy he was when he 
was silting on the bench waiting for a 
chance to play.” 

He's also the same guy who prepared 
himself mentally all summer for a season 
of great expectations. 

“T'll deal with the distractions,” he said. 
“T'll try to keep the right things in per- 
spective. “I’m not going to get hyper.” 

You can’t count on much in life, but you 
can count on that. 

“You'd think all the attention would go 


to his head,” Kozlowski said. ‘“‘Not Robbie. 


He’s like a little kid. He just wants to play 
the game.” Hf 


CONFERENCE 
PREVIEW 


By IRV MOSS 


It would take an Einsteinian-type theo- 
ry to explain Steve Bartalo. 

Bartalo is Colorado State University’s 
workhorse running back. He also is living 
proof that man is supposed to walk before 
he runs. The 5-foot-9, 191-pound enigma 
has evolved from the obscurity of a walk- 
on quarterback into the most feared rush- 
er in the Western Athletic Conference. 

“T just personally believed I could play 
at a large school,” said Bartalo, who will 
be seeking a third straight conference 
rushing title in 1985, his junior season. 

“T was confident. But I wasn’t sure what 
kind of a running back I'd be. I knew I 
needed a chance.” 

Bartalo has led the WAC in rushing the 
last two years, despite missing five 
games. Bartalo, a freshman, did not play 
in Colorado State’s first two games of 1983 
but won the job in Game 3 and went on to 
gain 1,113 yards, a 111.3 per-game aver- 
age. He followed that up in 1984 by gain- 
ing 913 yards for a conference-leading 
114.1 per-game average, even though he 
missed three games because of injury. 


but his biggest strength is a shotgun righi arm. 


“Steve has been a real catalyst for us on 
the offensive side of the ball,” said his 
coach, Leon Fuller. ‘‘He’s got some intan- 
gible things that you find only in some 
running backs. He sees everything on the 
field and he has great body lean. He’s not 
a particularly fast guy, but he’s got great 
quickness. 

“But you can't see his biggest asset. His 
heart is his biggest strength without a 
doubt.” 

It took Bartalo one season-plus to put 
his talent where his heart is. The chance 
he needed was not earned easily. 

“I came in as a quarterback,” said Bar- 
talo, thinking back to that late-summer 
day in 1982 when he reported for his first 
college football practice. 

“IT ran the scout teams all that fall (a 
redshirt season). | played Marty Louthan 
(Air Force quarterback). I played Steve 
Young (Brigham Young quarterback). I 
basically played the other team’s quarter- 
back against our defense.” 

Bartalo was spared any more imper- 
sonations when he was moved to running 
back the next spring. Though unsure 
about what to think of the move, Bartalo 
waded into his new assignment and the 
Rams’ new one-back offense. 

“T had no idea what my chances would 
be at running back,” Bartalo said. “I 
hadn't played any running back since my 
junior year in high school. I didn't know if 
the one-back offense would be the offense 
for me.” 


Continued 
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The Colorado State coaching staff 
wasn't sure, either. 

“I went from fourth team to third team 
to second team and back to third team,” 
Bartalo said. 

He watched the first game of the sea- 
son against Louthan and the Air Force 
Academy from the sideline. He didn’t 
make the traveling squad the next week 
when the Rams went to Honolulu to play 
Hawaii. 

“T went to Boulder and spent some 
money to soothe my feelings,” Bartalo 
said. That must have been a premonition. 
Bartalo did make the traveling squad in 
Week 3 when the Rams traveled to Boul- 
der to play the University of Colorado, 

Bartalo made his college debut in that 
game, coming off the bench to gain 63 
yards. 

“I basically ran hard and gained some 
tough yards when we needed them,” he 
said. “I guess | got their attention,” 

Bartalo started the next week against 
Iowa State and has been the Rams’ start- 
ing fullback ever since. 

“We weren't smart enough lo go offer 
him a scholarship,"' Fuller said. ‘Of 
course, nobody else was either. He's just a 
great competitor, but you wouldn't know 
that just by looking at him.” 

Bartalo recalls another period of his life 
when looks were deceiving. 

“When I slarted junior high school, I 
was a pudgy kid,” he said. “I liked lifting 
weights and when I was in the ninth grade 
(Doherty High School in Colorado 
Springs) I was voted the most muscular 
guy in school.” 

Fuller might give Bartalo some compa- 
ny in the Rams backfield. 

“We're getting some depth atl running 
back,” Fuller said, “so we could do some 
work in two-back sets.” 

Fuller is looking for ways to get sopho- 
more Scott Whitehouse and Bartalo in the 
game at the same time. Whitehouse en- 
joyed his first career 100-yard game last 
season while filling in for the injured Bar- 
talo. 

Bartalo’s presence helps the Colorado 
State passing attack. The presence of both 
Bartalo and Whitehouse could put even 
more pressure on opposing defenses. 

“Our (the running backs’) offense sets 
up the passing game,” Bartalo said. “The 
defense has to decide what's going to kill 
them when we send out four receivers 
every play." 

What’s going to kill them is junior quar- 
terback Kelly Stouffer, who threw for 
2,151 yards and 14 touchdowns last season 
despite missing two and one-half games 
after suffering a concussion. A pair of 
sophomore receivers, Todd Tyrrell and 
Sanjay Beach, are inexperienced but tal- 
ented. Senior Steve Schultz should see 
plenty of action. 

Stouffer’s favorite receiver, All-Ameri- 
ca H-back Keli McGregor, is gone, bul 


Fuller expects junior college transfer 
Tony Bevacqua to help fill that void. Fred 
Davis will attempt to replace the gradu- 
ated Harper LeBel at tight end. 

Opening holes for Bartalo and White- 
house will be an experienced offensive 
line that returns starters John Benton and 
Bill Chirico at tackles, Doug Wills and 
Edgar Mitchell at guards and Guy Goar at 
center. 

The Rams are not short of offensive 
firepower. 

Defensively, Fuller plans to switch to a 
3-4 with more zone coverage. The Rams 
allowed opponents 436.9 yards per game 
last season but should benefit from the re- 
turn of eight starters. 

The defensive front is bolstered by the 
return of end Terry Unrein and line- 
backer Dale Carr, who recorded a team- 
leading 116 tackles last season. Safety Tim 
Zubradt, who led the secondary with 94 
tackles, returns and should receive strong 
support from strong safety Dan Ham- 
merschmidt, cornerback Hardy Griffin 
and walk-on corner Ron Tesone. Pete 
Pavlakis should join Carr at middle line- 
backer with Gary Walk on the strong side 
and Bob Lindholm and Keith Pitts battling 
for the weakside spot. Chris Gahagan will 
man the other end position with Todd 
Schmidt, a part-time Starter last season, 
trying to hold off Mino Pele and Clint 
Hjelm at nose tackle. 

If the Rams are to improve on their 3-8 
overall record and challenge for the WAC 
title, something will have to be done about 
Brigham Young. 

That, of course, is what Western Athlet- 
ic Conference teams have been saying for 
almost a decade. And complicating the 
problem is the fact that BYU is coming off 
an undefeated, national-championship 
season. 

The 12-0 Cougars became the first na- 
tional champion in WAC history. They 
capped their litle run with a 24-17 victory 
over Michigan in the Holiday Bowl, a win 
that stretched their winning streak to 24 
games (the nation’s longest current 
streak) and thrust quarterback Robbie 
Bosco into the national spotlight. 

Bosco, who finished second in the na- 
tion in passing efficiency and enters 1985 
as a legitimate Heisman Trophy contend- 
er, captured many hearts during his dra- 
matic Holiday Bowl performance when, 
despite a knee injury, he painfully rallied 
BYU to victory. 

Bosco is merely an extension of the 
long line of talented BYU quarterbacks 
that have dominated the conference and 
guided the Cougars to nine consecutive 
WAC titles. And Coach LaVell Edwards 
warns any conference hopefuls that it 
won't be easy to unseat the Cougars in 
1985. 

“I think we're going to have a good ball 
club,” said Edwards, whose BYU teams 
have won 118 games in his 13 seasons as 
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coach. “We have some work to do in both 
lines, the secondary and the kicking 
game.” 

Dave Wright, a 6-4, 267-pound tackle, is 
the lone returning starter in the offensive 
line. The entire starting defensive line 
was lost to graduation and only Jeff 
Sprowls, a 6-1, 175-pound senior, returns in 
the secondary. 

Such losses would be devastating to 
many programs, but Edwards has dealt 
with similar problems before and always 
come out smelling like a rose. 

“We made good progress with our de- 
fensive line (in spring practice),”’ Ed- 
wards said, “We brought in Jason Buck 
(6-6, 255 pounds) from the junior colleges 
and [ think the kid has All-America possi- 
bilities.” 

Shawn Knight and Ty Mattingly are 
good bets to take over at the defensive 
tackle slots with senior Ken Smith and 
sophomore David Futrell fighting for 
playing time, 

The Cougars are deep at linebacker 
With six returnees from the 1984 squad. 
Leon White, a potential All-America who 
won defensive Most Valuable Player 
honors in the Holiday Bowl, is the best, 
followed by Cary Whittingham, Kurt Gou- 
veia and Richard Hobbs. 

Three secondary positions are wide 
open. Fighting for starting time will be 
Korey Rasmussen, Jeff Wilcox, Rodney 
Thomas, Rob Ledenko, Marc Sherman 
and Shane Shumway. 

The offense will rely on Bosco and good 
pass protection. The latter falls into the 
hands of Wright and company. Fighting 
for jobs are Scott Robinson, John Hunter 
and Dean Lott at tackle, Dave Tidwell, 
John Borgia and Mike Turner at guard 
and Keith McCullough and Brian Rodoni 
at center, 

Gone is Bosco's favorite receiver, tight 
end David Mills (a conference-leading 60 
catches for 1,023 yards), but Glen Koz- 
lowski, Bosco’s No. 2 target (55 catches, 
849 yards) in 1984, returns. So does split 
end Mark Bellini (35 catches, 572 yards), 

Kelly Smith, a 185-pound senior half- 
back, returns along with fullback Lakei 
Heimuli (796 yards on 158 carries) to give 
BYU a solid running game. If Smith 
should falter, senior Vai Sikahema will be 
ready to step in. Sikahema is one of the 
better kickoff returners in the nation. 

Edwards will be hard-pressed to re- 
place Lee Johnson, a top-notch punter- 
placekicker. 

Hawaii, Air Force and San Diego State 
are expected to give the Cougars trouble 
while Colorado State and Wyoming could 
be considered longshots. 

Hawaii's biggest problem will be re- 
placing quarterback Raphel Cherry, wha 
ranked | 1th in the nation last year in total 
offense. 


Continued 


1. Brigham Young 

CAD © 
3. San Diego State 
4. Hawaii 
5. Colorado.State 
6. Wyoming 
7. New Mexico 
8. Utah 

9. Texas-El Paso 


(o Watch 
(Not including players on All-America Checklist) 
PAT EVANS 
Fullback : Air Force 


TERRY MAKI 
Linebacker G. Sedssesactpaegeseseseee Air Force 


BART WEISS 
174 das pare dsxt page Air Force 


QYapterbacks vesecncissaesecesststssaeeet 


Air Force 


KURT GOUVEIA 


Linebacker Brigham Young 


LAKE! HEIMULI 
Fullback Brigham Young 


TREVOR MOLINI 
Tight End Brigham Young 


DAVE WRIGHT 


Offensive Tackle Brigham Young 


STEVE BARTALO 
Fullback Colorado State 


KELLY STOUFFER 


Quarterback 


TERRY UNREIN 


Defensive End 


WALTER MURRAY 


Wide Receiver 


TIM LOPEZ 


Offensive Tackle 


WILLIE TURRAL 


Running Back New Mexico 


MIKE STEVENS 


Defensive Tackle San Diego State 


VINCE WARREN 
Wide Receiver San Diego State 


TONY RUSSO 


Offensive Tackle Texas-El Paso 


DON SOMMER 


Offensive Guard Texas-El Paso 


FILIPO MOKOFISI 


Defensive End 


Wyoming 


Utah defensive end Filipo Mokofisi. ALLYN GRIFFIN 
Split End Wyoming 
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Coach: Fisher ALT. (8-4, 1 year) 


1984 Record: 7-4; Sth in conf., 4-3, 

Offense: Wishbone. Defense: 52. 

Key Losses: Mike Brown, HB; Fred Buttrell. 
OG; Tim DeRuyter, DE; Chris Funk, DT; Mark 
Melcher, OG; Larry Nicklas, NG; Don Ober- 
dieck, GC; Jody Simmons, HB. 

Starters Returning: Offense (6): Hugh Bren- 
nan, TE, 6-4/220, Sr. Ken Carpenter, WR, 
6-1/184, Sr; Pat Evans, FB, 5-11/192, Jr; 
Kraig Evenson, T, 6-2/240, Sr, Dave Sutton, 
T-C. 6-2/244, Sr, Bart Weiss, QB, 6-0/ 167. 
Sr. Defense (8): Mike Chandler, LB, 6-0/204, 
Sr,, Terry Maki, LB, 6-2/227, Jr, Pat Malack - 
owsk)|, LB, 6-0/202, Sr; Tom Rotello, CB, 5- 
11/181, Jr; AJ Scott, S, 6-3/195, Sr, Scott 
Thomas, S, 6-0/183, Jr, Dwan Wilson, CB, 6- 
0/215, Sr, John Ziegler, T, 6-3/240, Sr 

Key Returnees: Roy Garcia, OG, Jr; Brady 
Glick, LB, Jr. Ty Hankamer, LB, Jr., Chad 
Hennings, TE, Soph.; Randy Jones, RB, Sr 
(missed 1984 w/back); Joe Jose, OG, Sr; 
Brian Knorr, QB, Sr.; Eric Pharris, WR, Sr.; 
Kelly Pittman, HB, Sr.; Steve Sigler, S. Jr; 
Mark Simon, P, Jr; Johnny Smith, FB, Jr; 
Steve Spewock, NG, Jr.; Pat Stoll, DE, Jr, 
Chris Vellanti, FB, Sr.; Rod Vernon, CB, Sr. 
Top Newcomers: Blake Gettys, C; Grant Mor- 
ris, FB. 


BRIGHAM YOUNG 


Coach: LaVell Edwards (118-37-1, 13 years) 
1984 Record: 12-0; Ist in conf,, 8-0, 

Offense: Pro-Set. Defense: 3-4. 

Key Losses: Marv Allen, LB; Robert Anae, OG; 
Craig Garrick, OG; Jim Herrmann, DT; Lee 
Johnson, K/P; Trevor Matich, C; David Mills, 
TE; Kyle Morrell, S; Louis Wong, OT, 
Returning Starters: Offense (5): Robbie 
Bosco, QB, 6-2/188, Sr.; Lakei Heimuli, FB, 5- 
11/207, Jr.; Glen Kozlowski, SE, 6- 1/194, Sr.: 
Kelly Smith, HB, 5- 11/185, Sr.; Dave Wright, T, 
6-4/267, Sr. Defense (4): Kurt Gouveia, LB, 
6-1/213, Sr.; Jeff Sprowls, CB, 6-1/175, Sr.; 
Leon White, LB, 6-2/220, Sr.; Cary Whitting- 
ham, LB, 6-2/224, Sr. 

Key Returnees: Ladd Akeo, LB, Jr.; Mark Bel- 
lini, SE, Jr.; John Borgia, OG, Soph.; Blaine 
Fowler, QB, Sr.; David Futrell, NG, Soph.: 
Shawn Knight, DT, Jr.; Lance Lindley, TE, Sr.; 
Ty Mattingly, DT, Jr.; Keith McCullough, G, Sr.; 
Jay McDonald, LB, Sr.; Trevor Molini, TE, 
Soph.; Richard Orr, WR, Sr.; Korey Rasmus- 
sen, S, Sr.; Scott Robinson, OT, Sr.; Vai Sika- 
hema, HB, Sr.; Ken Smith, OT, Sr.; Rodney 
Thomas, CB, Soph.; Fred Whittingham, FB. 
Soph.; Mike Young, QB, Soph. 

Top Newcomers: Jason Buck, DL (JUCO); 
John Field, 0B; Brad Kitchen, LB; Kevin Smith, 
QB.; Mike Turner, OL (JUCO). 


COLORADO STATE 


Coach: Leon Fuller (12-22, 3 years) 

1984 Record: 3-8; 7th in conf,, 3-5. 

Offense: Single-Back. Defense: 3-4. 

Key Losses: Dan Fiala, LB; Harper LeBel, TE; 
Kell McGregor, H-B; Bill Sherman, FL. 
Starters Returning: Offense (5): Steve Barta- 
lo, FB, 5-9/191, Jr; John Benton, T, 6-4/236, 
Jr.; Guy Goar, C, 6-4/239; Jr; Edgar Mitchell, 
G, 6-3/279, Jr.; Kelly Stouffer, QB, 6-3/210, 
Jr. Defense (8): Dale Carr, LB, 6-0/198. Sr.; 
Chris Gahagan, T, 6- 1/264, Jr.; Hardy Griffin, 
CB, 5-10/172, Jr.; Dan Hammerschmidt, S, 6- 
0/198, Sr.; Keith Pitts, LB, 5- 11/193, Sr.; Terry 
Unrein, E, 6-5/270, Sr.; Gary Walk, LB, 6- 
2/210, Sr.; Tim Zubradt, S, 6-0/ 193, Sr. 

Key Returnees: Sanjay Beach, WR, Soph.; Bill 
Chirico, OL, Sr.; Fred Davis, TE, Soph,; Steve 
DeLine, K, Jr; Darryl Johnson, CB, Soph.; 
Gregg Johnson, S, ur.; Jim King, CB, Jr.; Doug 
Klich, OT, Sr.; Bob Lindholm, LB/DE, Sr.; Tim 
O'Byrne, SE, Sr.; Pete Pavlakis, LB, Soph.; 
Todd Schmidt, NT, Jr.; Steve Schultz, FL, Sr.; 
Todd Tyrrell, SE, Soph.; Scott Whitehouse, FB, 
Soph.; Doug Wills, OG, Soph. 

Top Newcomers: Lance Alkire, DE (RS); Tony 
Bevacqua, TE (JUCO); Doug Campbell, OT 
(RS); Doug Fiala, TE (RS); Dan Henry, DE 
(RS); Jim Kornemann, DE (RS); Nate Reimer, 
OG (RS). 


HAWAII 


Coach: Dick Tomey (52-35-1, 8 years) 

1984 Record: 7-4; 2nd in cont., 5-2. 

Offense: Multiple. Defense: 52. 

Key Losses: Raphel Cherry, QB, James Ellas, 
LB; Kurt Kafentzis, S; Rich Miano, S; Joe 
Nobles, SE; Alvis Satele, LB; Jack Sims, OT; 
Darryl Ursery, OT; Anthony Woodson, LB 
Starters Returning: Offense (6): Brian Derby, 
G, 6-2/246, Sr; Nuu Faaola, FB, 5-11/210, 
Sr., Quentin Flores, C, 6-2/246, Sr,; Junior Lo- 
pali, TB, 6-0/197, Soph.; Walter Murray, FL, 
6-4/195, Sr., Joe Onosai, G, 6-2/254, Jr. De- 
fense (7): Thad Jefferson, LB, 5-11/ 218, Jr; 
M.L. Johnson, LB, 6-3/226, Jr; Al Noga, NG, 
6- 1/218, Soph.; Brian Norwood, CB, 6- 1/174, 
Jr Colin Scotts, T, 6-6/260, Jr.; Vincent 
Sides, CB, 5-10/165, Sr., Ana Tuiasosopo, T, 
6- 1/245, Sr; Marcel Williams, TB, Soph. 

Key Returnees: David Dyas, SE, Jr; Cooper, 
OG, Jr.; Ron Hall, TE, Jr; Kent Kafentzis, S, 
Sr; Kyle Kafentzis, CB, Jr,; Willy Kalakau, OT, 
Jr.; Kyle Mosley, FL, Sr.; Louis Santiago, 
FB/DB, Sr. 

Top Newcomers: Matt Follner, DL (JUCO); 
Warren Jones, QB (RS); Kurt Simon, OB 
(RS); Greg Tipton, QB (JUCO) 


NEW MEXICO 


Coach: Joe Lee Dunn (10-14, 2 years) 

1984 Record: 4-8; T&th in cont., 1-7 

Offense: Multiple. Defense: 52 

Key Losses: Johnny Jackson, LB. 

Starters Returning: Offense (5): Donnie 
DeYoung, G, 6-2/267, Sr.; David Lollie, T, 6- 
5/280, Soph,; Scott Skene, C, 6-3/242, Sr; 
Willie Turral, RB, 5-10/190, Sr.; Kenneth 
Whitehead, WR, 6-3/190, Jr. Defense (4): 
Tom Bradford, T, 6-2/255, Jr; Tom Cole, E, 
5-11/220, Jr.; Wes Henson, E, 6-0/205, Sr.; 
Fred Mady, MG, 5-11/230, Jr 

Key Returnees: Thomas Crum, FL, Soph.; 
Barry Garrison, QB, Soph,; Ron Keller, P, Jr: 
Tim Lopez, OT, Sr. (RS/broken leg); Billy 
Rucker, QB, Jr. 

Top Newcomers: Sean Armstrong, S (transfer 
from UCLA); Kevin Burgess, RB (JUCO); Carl 
Fountain, RB; Ned James, QB (JUCO); William 
McMillan, MG; Carl Thompson, OB. 


SAN DIEGO STATE 


Coach: Doug Scovil ( 19-26-2, 4 years; 40-45- 
2 overall, 8 years) 

1984 Record: 4-7-1; T3rd in conf., 4-3-1. 
Offense: Pro-Set. Defense: 3-4. 

Key Losses: Herb Brohn, LB; Dan Gaston, RB; 
James Johnson, LB; Rich Moran, OG; Tory 
Nixon, CB; Mike Waters, FB- 

Starters Returning: Offense (5): Doug Aron- 
son, G, 6-3/275, Jr.; Dan Knight, T, 6-5/275, 
Sr.; Jim Laughton, TE, 6-6/230, Sr,; Todd 
Santos, QB, 6-2/200, Soph.; Vince Warren, 
WR, 6-0/180. Sr. Defense (5): Levi Esene. 
NG, 5-11/260, Sr.; Brett Faryniarz, LB, 6- 
2/190, Soph.; Chuck Nixon, S, 6-0/175, Soph.; 
Mike Stevens, T, 6-3/265, Sr,; Leroy Wardell, 
CB, 6-1/180, Sr. 

Key Returnees: Mike Ariey, DT, Jr.; Kirk 
Belcher, LB, Jr (RS/knee); Brett Blanchard, 
FL, Jr.; Casey Brown, FB, Sr.; Richard Brown, 
LB, Jr.; Anthony Conyers, SE, Jr. (RS); Jack 
Eaton, LB, Sr.; Corey Gilmore, HB, Jr.; Chris 
Hardy, HB, Jr.; Mike Hooper, DT, Soph.; Steve 
Lauter, S, Jr.; Kenny Moore, SE, Jr.; Clarence 
Nunn, CB, Soph.; Chris O'Brien, K, Sr; Jim 
Plum, QB, Jr.; Todd Richards, LB, Sr.; Wayne 
Ross, P, Soph.; Mike Wilder, S, Jr 

Top Newcomers: Robert Await, TE (JUCO); 
Mario Mitchell, CB (RS); Mike Vincent, OG 
(RS); Kevin Wells, C (RS). 
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TEXAS-EL PASO 


Coach; Bill Yung (6-29, 3 years; 32-55-2 
overall, 8 years) 

1984 Record: 2-9; T&th in cont., 1-7 

Offense: |-formation. Defense: 52. 

Key Losses: Nikita Blair, LB; Jay Cleveland, P; 
Tres McLaughlin, OT; Brad McEachern, TE; 
Robert Moore, FB; Dave Toub, C; Kevin Ward, 
TB. 

Starters Returning: Offense (5): Sammy 
Garza, OB, 6-1/185, Jr; Larry Linne, SE, 6- 
1/171, Sr.; Joe MacEsker, T, 6-7/270, Jr.; 
Tony Russo, T, 6-5/286, Sr.; Don Sommer, G, 
6-3/265, Sr Defense (8): Darryl Driver, T, 6- 
1/258, Jr; Luther Johnson, DB, 5- 10/158, Jr.; 
Seth Joyner, LB, 6-2/210, Sr.; Robert Murray, 
DB, 5-9/150, Jr., Danny Taylor, DB, 5-9/165, 
Jr.; Joe Terry, LB, 6-3/195, Soph.; Fred Wil- 
liams, LB, 6-2/218, Jr; Kelvin Wooten, NG, 6- 
3/222, Sr. 

Key Returnees: Eric Anderson, TB, Sr.; Hugo 
Castellanas, K, Soph.; Nicky Combs, TB, ur. 
Top Newcomers: Patrick Baker Jr., DB 
(JUCO); James Chambers, DB (JUCO); Blair 
Fowler, LB (JUCO), Dave Socie, TE (JUCO) 


UTAH 


Coach: Jim Fassel (first year at Utah) 

1984 Record: 6-5-1; Tard in conf., 4-3-1. 
Offense: Multiple Defense: Multiple. 

Key Losses: Bob Binkele, C; Mark Blosch, LB; 
Molonai Hola, FB; Danny Huey, WR; Ron Ket- 
choyian, LB; Steve Kubitz, DT; Peter Owens, 
DT; Mark Stevens, OB; Carlton Walker, OG. 
Starters Returning: Offense (6): James Hardy, 
WR, 6-0/175, Jr., Eddie Johnson, RB, 5- 
8/175, Soph.; Don Logan, G, 6-2/247, Sr.; 
Isaako Poti, T, 6-3/272, Jr., Kevin Reach, G, 
6-2/261, Sr.; Don Woodward, TE, 6-3/213, Jr 
Defense (6): Mike Jones, 5, 5- 11/206, Jr. Fi- 
lipo Mokofisi, E, 6-1/235, Sr; Farrell Price, 
NG, 6-2/269, Jr.; Reggie Richardson, S, 6- 
0/177, Sr.; Curtis Sampson, LB, 6-0/214, Sr.; 
Erroll Tucker, CB, 5-8/171, Sr. 

Key Returnees: Thurman Beard, RB, Sr,, David 
Cullity, OT, Jr. (medical RS); Andre Guardi, K, 
Jr; Chris Mendonca, QB, Soph. (RS); Tim 
Mitchell, QB, Sr. (RS); Holati Moala, LB, 
Soph.; Hank Mondaca, P, Sr.; Terry Shaw, WR, 
Sr., Jeff Thomas, TE, Jr. (medical RS) 

Top Newcomers: Gary Anderson, C (JUCQO); 
Larry Egger, QB (JUCO); Tunufai Fasi, OT; 
Darren Hughes, QB; Loren Richey, WR 
(JUCO). 


WYOMING 


Coach: Al Kincaid (26-21, 4 years) 

1984 Record: 6-6; 6th in conl., 4-4. 

Offense: Wishbone. Defense: 4-3 

Key Losses; Paul Chytka. DT; Rick Donnelly 
P/K; Dave Evans, FB; Brian Howard, OG; Dane 
Ingram, DB; Kevin Lowe, HB; Bruce Mowry, LB; 
Jay Novacek, TE; Joe Ramunno, OT. 

Starters Returning: Offense (5): Pete Baldac- 
ci, G, 6-2/280, Jr.; Allyn Griffin, SE, 6-3/ 188, 
Sr., Mike Reidy, T, 6-4/246, Jr; Scott Runyan, 
QB, 5-9/186, Soph.; Jeff Westphal, HB, 6- 
0/201, Jr. Defense (6): Pete Benedetti, S. 6- 
1/205, Sr.; Craig Earl, E, 6-3/225, dr.; Tim 
Gosar, LB, 5- 10/205, Sr.; Galand Thaxton, LB, 
6- 1/222, Soph.; Marc Thomas, CB, 5-10/ 156, 
Jr.; Rob Zalanka, E/LB, 6-0/200, Sr. 

Key Returnees: Mitch Daum, TE, Sr.; Marty 
Eliopulos, DB/RB, Jr.; Greg Engel, DT, Jr.; 
Dave Gosnell, QB, Sr.; Scott Hanser, LB, 
Soph.; Mike Hill, S, Soph.; Ernie Jackson, RB, 
Soph. (RS/knee); Jeff Legette, DB, Jr. 
(RS/knee); Eric Loftus, SE, Jr.; Terrance 
Lyons, FB, Jr; Steve McMillon, CB, Soph.; 
Doug Medford, LB, Jr.; Pat Rabold, DT, Soph.; 
Steve Vana, DB/HB, Jr. 

Top Newcomers: Steve Bena, RB; Steve Davis, 
OL (JUCO); Brian Hounshell, OL (JUCO); 
Harvey Jackson, RB (JUCO). 
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“Obviously we're very interested in the 
quarterback position,” said Coach Dick 
Tomey. “It has to be our major concern.” 

Tomey surveyed the situation during 
spring practice but was unable to choose 
from among three quarterback candi- 
dates. Tomey likely will give the job to 
either Greg Tipton, a junior college trans- 
fer, Warren Jones or Kurt Simon. Jones 
and Simon are redshirt freshmen. 

“But none of them have taken a snap 
from center in a college game,” Tomey 
said. 

The Rainbows, who finished 7-4 last 
year overall and second to BYU in the 
WAC race, lost 29 seniors, but Tomey be- 
lieves his young players will come 
through. 

“We could be a good team defensively 
and on offense the play of running back 
Junior Lopati (a 6-foot sophomore) is es- 
sential to our success,” said Tomey. 

Lopati played in only seven games in 
1984, but led the team with 405 rushing 
yards. 

Also returning on offense are top-notch 
flanker Walter Murray, 210-pound full- 
back Nuu Faaola, senior center Quentin 
Flores and guards Joe Onosai and Brian 
Derby. Junior Willy Kalakau will see play- 
ing time on the offensive line. 

Defensively, the Rainbows, who com- 
piled the sixth best turnover ratio in the 
nation, will be small but fast. 

Returning starters include 218-pound 
noseguard Al Noga, brother of former 
Rainbow star Falaniko Noga, tackles Ana 
Tuiasosopo and Colin Scotts, linebackers 
Thad Jefferson and M.L. Johnson and cor- 
nerbacks Vincent Sides and Brian Nor- 
wood. Brothers Kyle and Kent Kafentzis 
could fill out the secondary. 

Emlen Kahoano, a defensive line start- 
er in 1982 and 1983, is coming back strong 
after a redshirt season forced by a critical 
heart condition. 
has gained national stature 
the last few years. Three straight vic- 
tories over Notre Dame and three 
straight bowl victories have the Falcons 
flying high. 

So does a group of 52 returning letter- 
men and 14 returning starters. 

“If we get leadership from our 30-some 
seniors, this team has potential,” said 
Coach Fisher DeBerry. “It has character 
and it knows what it takes to win.” 

DeBerry, starting his second season as 
head coach after last year’s 8-4 record 
and 23-7 victory over Virginia Tech in the 
Independence Bowl, doesn’t just talk 
about having his starting quarterback re- 
turning. He talks of having two. 

“We're fortunate to have two first-team 
quarterbacks,” said DeBerry when ap- 
praising Bart Weiss and Brian Knorr. 
“Bart is our starting quarterback, but 
Brian had a good spring. I’d say they’re 
even. Bart hasn’t done anything to lose his 
job. Brian is regaining his confidence 


Running back Junior Lopati (above), who suffered through an 
injury-plagued 1984 season, is a key for Hawaii's offense 
while 1,000-yard rusher Pat Evans has the speed and power 


after the shoulder injury last year.” 

Weiss took over as the Air Force start- 
er early in the season and went on to be- 
come the offensive MVP in the Indepen- 
dence Bowl. 

DeBerry shuffled some players to dif- 
ferent positions in the spring, seeking to 
get the best 22 players on the field. 

“Chad Hennings (a 6-5, 225-pounder) 
played well at defensive tackle after we 
moved him from tight end,” DeBerry said. 
‘We've also moved Steve Spewock (6-3, 
218) and Dick Clark (6-foot, 218) from line- 


to make Air Force’s wishbone difficult to control. 


backer to noseguard and both have done 
well.” 

DeBerry, whose 1984 wishbone offense 
finished second nationally in rushing, has 
holes to fill in the interior of the offensive 
line and at running back. 

Offensive tackles Kraig Evenson and 
Dave Sutton give DeBerry a good founda- 
tion around which to build. Former re- 
serves Roy Garcia and Joe Jose figure to 
take over the guard positions with Rusty 


Continued 
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Wilson and Blake Gettys fighting it out al 
center. DeBerry’s problem was compli- 
cated when Garcia suffered a knee injury 
late in spring practice and underwent sur- 
gery. 

Randy Jones, a starter [wo years ago at 
running back, has recovered from a back 
injury and could challenge for a halfback 
spot. Jones, who missed the entire 1984 
season, will battle holdovers Kelly Pitt- 
man and Greg Pshsniak and newcomer 
James Bushe. 

Pat Evans, who gained 1,015 yards last 
season, returns to his fullback position. 

Leading receiver Ken Carpenter re- 
turns along with backups Eric Pharris 
and Steve Allen while seniors Hugh Bren- 
nan and Roger Teague are solid tight 
ends. 

Eight defensive starters return. Tackle 
John Ziegler, linebackers Terry Maki, 
Mike Chandler and Pat Malackowski, cor- 
nerbacks Dwan Wilson and Tom Rotello, 
strong safety A, J, Scott and free safety 
Scott Thomas should give DeBerry the 
foundation for one of the best defenses in 
Air Force history. 

Wyoming Coach Al Kincaid hopes a 
better defensive performance will spur 
the Cowboys to better things in 1985. 

“Hopefully we'll be better on defense,” 
said Kincaid, who is starting his fifth sea- 
son as Cowboys coach, "It's difficult trying 
to outscore everybody every week. I think 
we're a lot closer to being a good team 
than before. | don't know how many great 
players we've got, but we have more good 
players." 

The Cowboys will be off and running 
with sophomore Scott Runyan firmly seat- 
ed at quarterback. Runyan, who passed 
for 1,353 yards in 1984, averaged 146.7 
yards of total offense. He has one of the 
top receivers in the league in Allyn Grif- 
fin, who caught 38 passes for 835 yards 
and six touchdowns last year. But Runyan 
will miss graduated Jay Novacek, one of 
the best tight ends in the college ranks. 
Mitch Daum will be asked to fill that void. 

Kincaid also has some holes to fill, 
namely on the offensive line and at run- 
ning back. 

Jeff Westphal is a returning starter at 
halfback, but he was used mainly as a 
blocker in Wyoming's wishbone. Other 
possibilities to replace Wyoming career 
rushing leader Kevin Lowe are Gerald 
Abraham, Stan Wadell and Ernie Jackson, 
although Jackson, who sat out last season 
with a knee injury, suffered a separated 
shoulder in spring practice. 

Terrance Lyons is expected to replace 
Dave Evans at fullback. 

Three starters were lost on the interior 
line, including all-conference tackle Joe 
Ramunno. Guard Pete Baldacci and tack- 
le Mike Reidy return and Kincaid will fill 
out the line by choosing from among 
Brent Glann, Sky Smeltzer, Brian Cetak 
and junior college transfers Mike Morri- 


son and Brian Hounshell. 

Defensively, the Cowboys have All-WAC 
safety Pete Benedetti and the league’s top 
rookie defender, linebacker Galand Thax- 
ton. 

Benedetti will be joined in the second- 
ary by Mike Hill and Mare Thomas. Thax- 
ton will be complemented by Tim Gosar 
and Rob Zalanka, who was moved to line- 
backer from his defensive end spot. End 
Craig Earl is the most experienced re- 
turning lineman. 

San Diego State Coach Doug Scovil is 
expecting a good season for the Aztecs. 

“T think we'll be better,’ Scovil said, 
“For one thing, we have more people. 
This is the first year we've even been 
close to 95 on scholarship. By August we 
should be at 93, 94 or 95." 

San Diego State has experienced some 
hardships on the football field while con- 
verting to a four-year program. But now 
the Aztecs envision a payback season. 

“We're pretty solid most places,” Scovil 
said. “I don’t know of a weak area.” 

Quarterback Todd Santos adds to the 
optimism. Santos enjoyed a remarkable 
freshman season, passing for 2,063 yards, 
His two best receivers, Webster Slaughter 
(40 catches, 576 yards) and Vince Warren 
(29 catches), also return, as does tight end 
Jim Laughton. 

But the Aztecs have to restructure their 
running game with the graduation of run- 
ning back Dan Gaston and fullback Mike 
Waters. 

Casey Brown, who led the Aztecs in 
scoring last season, is the best bet to re- 
place Waters, although Pat Woodruff, a 
transfer from Nebraska, will get a good 
look. Corey Gilmore and Chris Hardy 
should fight it out for Gaston's position. 

Scovil also will have to rebuild his of- 
fensive line. Dan Knight, a starting guard 
last year, will move to tackle. Doug Aron- 
son returns at guard, The rest of the inte- 
rior line positions are wide open. 

Five starters return on defense, two in 
the secondary. The front is bolstered by 
All-WAC tackle Mike Stevens and All-WAC 
second-team noseguard Levi Esene. Mike 
Ariey, Mike Hooper and Duane Pettitt are 
leading candidates to fill out the line. 

Todd Richards and Brett Faryniarz 
highlight a strong linebacking corps. Jack 
Eaton, Chris Davis, Richard Brown and 
Steve Svitenko all saw action in 1984 and 
junior college All-America Danny Allen is 
worth watching. 

Leroy Wardell, Steve Lauter and Chuck 
Nixon are top-notch defensive backs 
while Clarence Nunn, a former starter be- 
fore suffering a knee injury, and redshirt 
Mario Mitchell should see plenty of ac- 
tion. 

Utah, New Mexico and Texas-El Paso 
will be fighting to stay out of the WAC 
basement, 

Jim Fassel, who moved to Utah from 
the United States Football League where 
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he was an assistant coach with the Port- 
land Breakers, brings a new offensive 
scheme to Utah, “We're going to be more 
of a split-back, throwing team,” he said. 

Fassel, who also was on the staff at 
Stanford during the days of passing whiz 
John Elway, knows the value of quarter- 
backs. Now he just has to find a good one. 

Starter Mark Stevens was lost to gradu- 
ation and Fassel has a long list from 
which to choose. Sophomore Bryan Bero, 
who played sparingly behind Stevens last 
season, Will do battle with redshirt Chris 
Mendonca, Tim Mitchell, Darren Hughes, 
high school player of the year in Southern 
California, and junior college All-America 
transfer Larry Egger. 

The winner of the quarterback sweep- 
stakes will have worthy targets in wide 
receivers James Hardy and Loren Ri- 
chey, Egger's favorite receiver last year 
al El Camino Junior College, Richey set a 
national record with 83 catches. 

All-WAC running back Eddie Johnson 
(1,021 yards) will spearhead a running at- 
tack that also features Tony Cospy (401 
yards) and Eddie Lewis. 

Three returning starters, guards Kevin 
Reach and Don Logan and tackle [saako 
Poti, anchor the interior line. 

Fassel, who retained most of Utah's de- 
fensive coaching staff, has six starters re- 
turning on defense, including end Filipo 
Mokofisi, the WAC Defensive Player of 
the Year. 

Other returning starters are noseguard 
Farrell Price, linebacker Curtis Sampson 
and defensive backs Mike Jones, Reggie 
Richardson and Erroll Tucker. 

New Mexico has switched to a run-and- 
shoot offense, with running back-deluxe 
Willie Turral giving it a solid nucleus 
around which to build, 

But Coach Joe Lee Dunn js handi- 
capped by the loss of 13 starters. 

The multi-talented Turral (1,064 yards 
last season) will benefit from an experi- 
enced offensive line that includes tackles 
Tim Lopez and David Lollie, guard Don- 
nie DeYoung and center Scott Skene. 

Junior college transfer Ned James ap- 
parently has the best shot at New Mexi- 
co's quarterback opening and should have 
an able receiver in Kenneth Whitehead. 

The Lobos defense will be anchored by 
ends Tom Cole and Wes Henson, middle 
guard Fred Mady and tackle Tom-Brad- 
ford. 

Texas-El! Paso returns 13 starters from 
a leam that finished 2-9 in 1984, 

The best of an offense that finished 
eighth in the WAC last season are guard 
Don Sommer and tackle Tony Russo. The 
best of a defense that also finished eighth 
(allowing 439.5 yards per game) is line- 
backer Seth Joyner. @ 


Mike Littwin is a sportswriter for the Los An- 
geles Times. 


Irv Moss covers college sports for the Denver ' 
Post. 


Fun at Washington State! 


‘RPM Backfield’ 
Gives Cougars 
A Running Start 


By AL MOSS 


ashington State Coach Jim Wal- 
W:: leaned back in his chair and 
f contemplated his 1985 backfield, 


much as a small child contemplates a 
large Christmas tree—with anticipation 
and considerable awe. 

“Keith Byars at Ohio State is a great 
running back,” he said. “Kenneth Davis at 
TCU is a great running back.” 

He smiled contentedly. “But I’ve got 
two of them.” 

Walden, a genius at finding good ath- 
letes in the most unlikely places, has con- 
structed an offensive unit that may be the 
most explosive in the nation. Both running 
backs are 1,000-yard rushers, and one 
earned consensus All-America honors last 
season. The other running back and the 
quarterback both are All-America candi- 
dates this year. 

Funny thing is, not one of them was 
born in the United States. 

Rueben Mayes, who gained 1,637 yards 
on the ground to rank No. 2 in the nation 
last season, is a product of North Battle- 
ford, Saskatchewan. All-Pacific-10 Confer- 
ence quarterback Mark Rypien, who 
passed and ran for 2,202 yards and 20 
touchdowns a year ago, also is a native of 
Canada. And Kerry Porter, who sat out 
most of last season with an injury after 
leading the Pac-10 with an even 1,000 
yards rushing in 1983, was born in Italy. 

Nationalities aside, this trio does pres- 
ent an uncommon threat. The Cougars 
run from Walden’s explosive version of 
the veer offense, with two running backs 
and a flanker, but unlike most great run- 
ning teams associated with the option of- 
fense, they can and do throw the ball. 

“With (Bernie) Kosar going into the 
pros, | think Mark is one of the three best 
quarterbacks in the country,’’ Walden 
said. 

That, folks, is a powder keg of ammuni- 
tion—three players who all do marvelous 
things when they touch the football. 

But, unfortunately for the Cougars, 
there’s just one football. 

“That’s not going to be as much of a 
problem as people seem to think,” Wal- 
den said. “We run split backs, and when 
we've had two good backs in the past 
we’ve managed to get them each the ball 
18, 20, 24 times a game. 

“In fact, over the past two years the 
problem has been that, because of in- 
juries, we’ve had to give one guy the ball 
more often than we'd like. Ours is not a 


High-stepping Rueben Mayes, the nation’s No. 2 rusher last 
season, is the hottest commodity in Washington State’s star- 
studded backfield. 


protective offense, like the I-formation. 
It’s more wide open, so the runner gets hit 
more often... . It’s just too tough to give 
them the ball 32 or 35 times a game.” 
That may make it hard for Mayes and 
Porter to match those 1,000-yard years, 
but nobody seems too worried about it. 
“If either kid had one little bit of selfish- 
ness, I'd worry,” Walden said. “But nei- 
ther one has a bit in his whole system. 
They are both committed to winning, and 
I don’t think either of them gives a 
tinker’s damn who leads who in rushing. 


Their object is to win games and get to 
the Rose Bowl.” 

Walden has dealt with this situation be- 
fore. “I've always said I'd rather have 
three guys rush for 600 yards apiece,” he 
said following Porter’s great 1983 season. 
“If our other guys remain healthy, Kerry 
could accomplish as much for this team 
(in 1984) and not have the same stats. He 
could have 650 yards, and they might be 
more meaningful.” 


Continued 
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As it happened, it was Porter who didn’t 
stay healthy last year. But the principle 
remains the same, and both Mayes and 
Porter know it. 

“The only personal goal I have in a 
game is to play the best way I can,” Por- 
ter said. 

“We know we're competing, in a way,” 
Mayes added, “but I feel good about it. If I 
get the ball 25 times a game, I can make 
sure I work that much harder on each 
carry and make more out of it... . I'll do 
whatever I’m called on to do.” 

And with a flourish. For example, 
Mayes was called on to carry the ball 39 
times in the wind and rain at Oregon’s 
Autzen Stadium last year. He responded 
with an NCAA Division I single-game 
rushing record of 357 yards, breaking the 
mark set by Georgia Tech’s Eddie Lee 
Ivery by a single yard. 

They just kept calling Rueben’s num- 
ber, but it had nothing to do with records. 
Washington State was fighting for its life 
in a game that it ultimately won, 50-41. 

“T got the word (about the record) at 
the same time as Rueben,” Walden said. 
“TI know Rod Commons (the school’s 
sports information director) was running 
around up there in the press box, shouting 
all those numbers, but they know better 
than to tell me that during a game. I don't 
want to hear it! That ‘he needs this’ and 
‘he needs that’ will lose you games.” 

Said Mayes: “I was conscious of getting 
a lot of yards, but I didn't have a clue what 
the record was. I was more worried about 
keeping ahead of Oregon. It seemed every 
time we went out there we had to score.” 

It wasn’t the first time that the Wash- 
ington State offense had barely managed 
to overcome the team’s defensive short- 
comings. The week before, Mayes had 
scored five touchdowns and gained 216 
yards to lead the Cougars from a 42-14 def- 
icit to a 49-42 victory over Stanford. 

Walden’s Washington State teams have 
been known for their offensive prowess. 
Only twice in his seven years as head 
coach at Pullman have the Cougars 
gained less than 4,000 yards, and last sea- 
son they totaled 4,762 yards, or an aver- 
age of 432.9 yards per game. Such an of- 
fense allows both running backs plenty of 
opportunities to carry the ball, while Ry- 
pien still can display his passing skills. 

“Mark's not worried,” Walden said. “He 
knows he’s going to throw 24 to 26 passes 
a game, just like we have in the past.” 

This is an interesting group of young 
men Walden has assembled, and not only 
because none of the three is a native-born 
American. Incidentally, Rypien grew up 
in Spokane, Wash., after moving from Cal- 
gary, Alberta, and claims dual citizenship, 
while Porter was born in Italy because his 
father was serving there with the U.S. 
Army. 

In addition, they all have unusual inter- 
ests outside football. Rypien is a 10-handi- 
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| Everybody likes to talk about 1,000-yard rushers Rueben 
Mayes and Kerry Porter, but Washington State quarterback 
Mark Rypien has All- America credentials. 


cap golfer and lists among his hobbies 
“‘curling’—presumably the sport, not 
hairstyling. Porter plays the cello. Mayes 
is a gourmet cook who specializes in 
French food, and he also enjoys classical 
music. 

But above all, they have one trait in 
common: They are excellent football 
players, although the 6-foot-4, 225-pound 
Rypien was the only member of the 
“RPM Backfield’—for Rypien, Porter and 
Mayes, of course—who was heavily re- 
cruited as a prep. 

Rypien had been a three-sport star at 
Shadle Park High School in Spokane, 
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where he passed for 6,460 yards and 56 
touchdowns to break the city records. 
Those marks, by the way, had been held 
by Ryne Sandberg, who also had signed as 
a quarterback with Washington State a 
few years before but decided to play base- 
ball instead. 

So while Rypien was being chased by 
all the college bird dogs, Walden was giv- 
ing new meaning to the word “serendipi- 
ty,” which Webster’s defines as ‘“‘an ap- 
parent aptitude for making fortunate 
discoveries accidentally.” Welcome to 
Pullman, Rueben Mayes and Kerry Por- 
ter. 


Nobody much recruited Porter out of 
high school, mainly because he missed all 
but four games of his senior season with 
an injury. Besides, Great Falls, Mont., is 
not exactly a hotbed of prep football tal- 
ent. 

Nobody much recruited Mayes out of 
high school, mainly because nobody much 
could even find North Battleford, Sas- 
katchewan. North Battleford (yes, there is 
also a Battleford) is 260 miles north of the 
U.S. border, 225 miles from Regina and a 
million miles from nowhere. 

“Geez,” Walden said, chuckling, “can 
you see all those coaches running up 
there to find some others like Rueben? 
Hell, they'll disappear in the snowdrifts 
and you won't find them until the spring 
thaw.” 

But Washington State, which over the 
years hasn't exactly been a hotbed of col- 
lege football talent, gave both kids schol- 
arships. All the Cougar coaches knew for 
sure was that they had signed a couple of 
fast, fairly big kids who might have some 
potential. 

In Porter’s case, the potential didn’t 
show right away. 

“He didn’t do much as a freshman in 
1982, but we didn’t expect him to,” run- 
ning backs coach Gary Gagnon said, 
“especially since he didn’t play much his 
senior year in high school. I’m sure that 
(the injury) kept a lot of big schools from 
going after him. ... I think Kerry’s perfor- 
mance in track (he was the Montana 220 
and 440 champion his senior year) alerted 
us to him. We didn’t necessarily recruit 
him as a running back; we recruited him 
as an athlete with speed.” 

Such schools as Montana, Montana 
State, Oregon State and Colorado State did 
recruit him as a running back, but it was 
Washington State’s reticence that proba- 
bly won Porter over. 

“They (Washington State coaches) told 
me I wouldn't start right away,” he said. 
“All the other schools were promising me 
I would. But I’m the type who doesn’t 
want to start right away. I wanted to be 
able to work my way into the system.” 

In that freshman year, Porter barely 
broke a sweat, at least in games. He 
rushed three times for 13 yards. 

“He was pretty raw,” Walden said, “and 
I'd be lying to you if I said when we re- 
cruited him we expected Kerry Porter to 
run for 1,000 yards as a sophomore.” 

But in 1983, the Cougars had a series of 
injuries to their running backs—including 
Mayes’ separated shoulder midway 
through the season—and Porter, who in 
the first three games had gained just 51 
yards, was given the call. He gained more 
than 100 yards in seven of the last eight 
games and wound up with 1,000 yards to 
lead the league. 

Mayes, who averaged more than 200 
yards per game as a junior and senior at 
North Battleford Comprehensive High 


Kerry Porter spent most of 
his injury-plagued 1984 
season on the Washington 
State sideline. 


School, blossomed much faster. 

“Most of the major colleges in Canada 
and a few (US.) junior colleges recruited 
me,” Mayes recalled, “but they don’t have 
scholarships to offer, so there isn’t much 
emphasis on recruiting. What I thought I 
would do was, if I didn’t get a scholarship 
to a major school, I wouldn’t play football. 
I'd just have gone to school, concentrated 
on studies, maybe run some track.” 

His speed was impressive; he had been 
clocked at 10.6 seconds over 100 meters as 
a high school senior and was a silver med- 
alist in the 50-meter dash in the Canadian 
Indoor Championships. 

Mayes’ high school coach, Don Hodgins, 
had sent out game films of him, first to the 
Saskatchewan team in the Canadian Foot- 
ball League. But the Roughriders dragged 
their feet—perhaps hoping to keep Mayes 
at home because at that time there was a 
territorial draft—and then said they could 
do nothing to help. 

“We were running out of time,” Mayes 
said, “so Coach Hodgins sent the films to 
the Edmonton Eskimos, and things start- 
ed happening after that.” 

Hugh Campbell, who had been a great 
receiver at Washington State and in the 
CFL, was the Edmonton coach at that 
time. Not only did he know Walden, who 
had quarterbacked two CFL teams in the 
early 1960s, but he also happened to be in 
touch with Cougars assistant coach Bob 
Padilla at about the time that the films 
arrived. 


Campbell showed the films to Padilla, 
who showed them to Walden. “I guess 
they liked what they saw,” Mayes said, 
“because they invited me down for a re- 
cruiting trip. It was pretty late, so when 
they offered a scholarship, I jumped at it.” 

Recalled Walden: “We really couldn't 
see much of anything (on the films) ex- 
cept great natural talent. What Rueben 
was was a great big ol’ fish in a very small 
pond. 

“But we're not like some of those big 
football schools. At Washington State we 
have to take a chance on a player like 
that and hope that when he gets into the 
bigger pond he’s going to be able to han- 
dle it.” 

Not everyone was convinced. “Coach 
(Val) Schneider, from the university team 
in my province (the University of Sas- 
katchewan), said on television that being 
from where I was and going into a major 
situation, I'd probably get swallowed up, 
lost in the crowd,” Mayes said. “But I fig- 
ured I'd do the best I could, work hard and 
go from there. 

“I knew I had the speed and strength, 
but T also knew I wasn’t as well coached 
in the technical areas because we just 
don’t have as many coaches up there (in 
Canada). We aren’t as far along. I had to 
work hard.” 

He did. “Rueben busted his ass,” Wal- 
den said. “You talk about raw! But he 
worked harder than anybody else. We 
didn’t do anything special with him, just 
put him with one of the best running 
backs coaches around (Gagnon).” 

Gagnon said Mayes, who “worked like a 
dog,” was a good student. “He’d never 
complain,” he said, “and he was a natural 
learner. When he came in he had to think 
about the things he did, and truthfully, I 
didn’t feel he’d have the success he’s had 
as early as he did. But you could see his 
ability and his confidence improving 
every day. He was well behind most 
American kids at that position, but he 
caught up quickly. 

“And now look at him! He’s still improv- 
ing every time out.” 

Mayes shared time with several other 
backs during his freshman year but still 
rushed for 425 yards on 89 carries. The 
next year he had 221 yards on 61 attempts 
before injuring his shoulder while making 
a diving catch in the end zone. To add 
insult to the injury, the touchdown was 
nullified by a penalty, and Mayes was 
sidelined for the last five games of the 
season, thus paving the way for Porter’s 
big year. 

In 1984, Mayes was just going to be one 
of those three backs who would gain 600 
yards for Walden. But then Porter went 
down before the first game with a shoul- 
der injury that limited him to three 
games’ work. Porter, a junior, was red- 


Continued 


The Sporting News 1985 College Football Yearbook * 99 


shirted. 

In a way, it was like Porter was return- 
ing a favor because his injury was Mayes’ 
big break. Mayes started slowly—if 242 
yards in three games can be called slow— 
and then gained 201 yards against Ball 
State. He was held to 11 carries and 46 
yards by Southern California, but the Tro- 
jans were the last team to stop him all 
season. Mayes ran for 1,148 yards in his 
last six games, an amazing 191.3-yard av- 
erage, to finish just 18 yards behind Byars, 
the national rushing champion. He 
averaged 6.3 yards per carry (a yard 
more than Byars) and became the first 
Washington State player ever to make the 
NCAA consensus All-America team. 

Porter’s return to the lineup would 
seem to indicate that Mayes’ chances of 
having another big year are small, but 
maybe not. In the Washington State of- 
fense, Porter is a natural fullback, Mayes 
a halfback, and they complement each 
other nicely. 

“Kerry is more of a power runner,” 
Mayes said. “He hits the line and breaks 
off and goes from there. He’s really good 
at breaking tackles. 

“I’m kind of more explosive hitting the 
hole. I think I catch the ball a little better, 
but Kerry does some other things better 
than I do.” 

Porter describes his running as some- 
thing that “just happens,” but Walden is 
considerably more expressive. 

“It's like picturing a bull moose with a 
full rack,” the coach once said of Porter's 
running style. ‘‘When you realize that 
thing may stretch seven feet across, and 
then when you realize that moose runs 
through the woods, you just get this men- 
tal picture that the first two trees he goes 
between—bonk! So you're amazed at his 
ability to run through the trees. 

“And that’s just the way it is with Kerry. 
He doesn’t look like he could ever run 
through the holes I see him run through. 
He’s tall and gangly (6-2 and a lean 200 
pounds) and doesn’t have that stout lower- 
body strength you associate with full- 
backs. But he’s deceiving; he has a nice 
feel for daylight.” 

The 6-1, 200-pound Mayes looks more 
like a typical running back. “He runs in- 
side well,” Walden said, “and he finds the 
holes. He’s strong enough to be durable, 
but he’s also fast enough to run away from 
people. He doesn’t get stood up and hit by 
six or seven tacklers because he's too fast 
for them.” 

To wit, Mayes had at least one run of 
more than 20 yards in eight games last 
year. 

“T don’t really try to pattern my style 
after one person,” said Mayes, who fin- 
ished 10th in the Heisman Trophy ballot- 
ing as a junior. “I like taking a lot of 
things from all kinds of backs. I just want 
to be all the things that make a good run- 
ning back—strong, fast... . I'm a perfec- 
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tionist. I just wanted to be as good as I 
possibly could, and I haven't quit yet. I 
consider myself as having a lot of things 
to work on still. 

“My ultimate goal is a perfect game.” 

Is that possible? 

“Probably not,” Mayes said after a mo- 
ment’s thought, “but it’s a goal to work 
for.” 

A nice time for that perfect game might 
be September 28, when the Cougars meet 
Ohio State—and Keith Byars—in Colum- 
bus, O. 

“T learn a lot by watching good backs,” 
Mayes said. “I’m looking forward to 
watching Byars.” 

He grinned. “But I hope he’s going to be 
watching me a lot more often than I’m 
watching him,” he added. 

Many people will be watching Rueben 
Mayes this year. And Kerry Porter. And 
Mark Rypien. 

The mind boggles. Walden was asked, 
just once more, what he will do with all 
those goodies. 

“T think,” he said, “I’m going to smile a 
lot.” 


CONFERENCE 
PREVIEW 


By DON BORST 


A semblance 
returned té 

After a gradual five-year, probation- 
related slide that saw the Trojans fall all 
the way to the depths of a losing record, 
they rebounded last season not only to 
win the Pacific-10 Conference champion- 
ship, but also to beat favored Ohio State in 
the Rose Bowl. 

Almost as significant is the fact that 
several quality players are fighting for 
the right to be Southern Cal’s tailback, 
once the glamour position in all of college 
football. This season marks the first time 
since Marcus Allen glided to the 1981 
Heisman Trophy that the tailback situa- 
tion can be termed healthy. 

Like the old days, when Trojan tail- 
backs were named All-Americas 11 times 
in 17 years, among the competitors are a 
returning all-conference player (senior 
Fred Crutcher), a sophomore phenom 
(Ryan Knight), an increasingly impres- 
sive redshirt freshman (Steve Webster) 
and one of the most highly touted fresh- 
man recruits in the nation (Aaron Eman- 
uel). 

“The position is very healthy right now, 
and that's very important to us,” said Ted 
Tollner, who is heading into the rubber 
year of his tenure as Southern Cal coach. 
Tollner has had one horrible season (4-6-1 
in '83) and one successful campaign (8-3 
plus a Rose Bowl victory in '84) at the 
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Trojan helm, and so this may be the year 
he'll gain his reputation as a winner or 
otherwise. 

“We've got a feeling of confidence, but 
not one of satisfaction,” Tollner said. “We 
want to accomplish some things, and 
we're not sitting here like fat cats patting 
ourselves on the back.” 

Tollner insists that there wasn’t much 
difference between his two seasons and 
that his team crossed that all-important 
fine line between winning and losing be- 
cause of its additional experience, few 
key injuries and a knack for making big 
defensive plays at critical times. 

“T think there is a natural tendency to 
overreact,” he said. ‘When you lose, 
things always seem worse than they are. 
And when you're winning, things might 
seem better than they really are, and you 
can get a false sense of overconfidence.” 

So, the resemblance to the good old 
days may be just that—a resemblance. It’s 
going to take much more than one good 
season and a healthy tailback situation to 
mark Southern Cal's return to the days of 
10 conference championships in 14 years 
(1966-79). 

The Pac-10 has caught up with the Tro- 
jans. Unlike the years when the Trojans 
were an easy pick to win the conference, 
now they can be considered just one of 
several candidates because the competi- 
tion is much stronger. Last season, for the 
second time in three years, three Pac-l0 
teams were among the nation’s Top 10 at 
season's end, and all three won their New 
Year's Day bowl games. 

Southern Cal, Washington, UCLA, Ari- 
zona, Arizona State and Washington State 
are all considered genuine Rose Bowl 
contenders, while Oregon and perhaps 
California or Stanford are realistically 
hoping for postseason invitations as well. 

That’s a big reason why Tollner long 
ago stopped accepting congratulations for 
his success last season. Another reason is 
that he has only 11 returning starters, six 
fewer than a year ago. The depth is 
greater, however, and many of the vacan- 
cies are easily filled with experienced 
backups. 

The Trojan offense should be much bet- 
ter than it was last year, when the Trojans 
averaged only 346.6 yards and 18.2 points 
per game. Senior quarterback Sean Salis- 
bury, who was redshirted after injuring 
his knee in the second game last fall, is 
back for his third year as starter. If that 
right knee holds up, Salisbury should 
break the school’s career passing record 
and the Trojans should score points by the 
dozens. If it doesn’t, sophomore Kevin 
McLean or redshirt freshman Rodney 
Peete will be pressed into action. 

The offensive line may be one of the 
biggest and best in the country, having 
lost only one starter (all-conference tack- 
le Ken Ruettgers). Tackle James Fitz- 
Patrick and guards Jeff Bregel and Tom 
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Tim McDonald is a key member of Southern Cal’s solid defen- 
stve secondary. 


Hallock are as good as any line trio 
around. 

At tailback, Crutcher ran for 1,083 yards 
and 10 touchdowns last year, but his 3.8- 
yard average has left the door open for 
one of the youngsters to gain more play- 
ing time—and perhaps the starting job. 

Split end Hank Norman and tight end 
Joe Cormier help balance the offense by 
giving Salisbury good targets for his 
passes. 

The Trojans’ game-saving defense 
(284.1 yards, 14.2 points per game al- 
lowed) was the primary reason they fared 
as well as they did. But there are some big 
holes to fill with seven starters gone, in- 
cluding all four linebackers—most nota- 
bly All-Americas Duane Bickett and Jack 
Del Rio. 

But there is plenty of young talent, 
thanks to three successive outstanding re- 
cruiting campaigns in which the Trojans 
have loaded up on fine linebackers such 
as Rex Moore, Marcus Cotton, Keith 
Davis, Sam Anno and Ron Brown. 

Noseguard Tony Colorito anchors a 
solid, experienced line, and Tim McDon- 
ald (a second-team All-America) and 
Jerome Tyler form perhaps the best safe- 
ty pair in the nation. 

One of the Trojans’ biggest obstacles is 
a tough early schedule, but if they can get 
through that and onto a roll like last sea- 
son, perhaps their November 30 date with 
Oregon in Tokyo's Mirage Bow! will be for 
the Pac-10 championship. 

UCLA has a similar problem. 

Coach Terry Donahue’s Bruins, who 
have recorded three consecutive New 
Year’s Day bowl wins, including the 1985 
Fiesta Bowl over Miami (Florida), will 
have to be successful on the road if they 
plan to extend that streak. UCLA plays 
only four home games and opens by trav- 
eling to Brigham Young, Tennessee and 
Washington in September, then Stanford, 
Washington State, Arizona and Southern 
Cal later. 

Donahue has to find 13 new starters, but 
like Tollner, he has made it easier on 
himself by doing a spectacular job of re- 
cruiting in recert years. 

For a team that lost three starters on 
the offensive line, there is little rebuilding 
to do up front. Experienced part-time 
starters Robert Cox and Joe Goebel and 
backup Onno Zwaneveld are stepping in 
to work with outstanding guards Mike 
Hartmeier and Jim McCullough. 

Sophomore tailback Gaston Green de- 
veloped slowly last year, but by the end of 
the season he had become a constant 
breakaway threat, gaining 134 yards 
against Southern Cal and 144 yards 
against Miami. Green and second-team 
All-America split end Mike Sherrard, who 
caught 38 passes for 635 yards last fall, are 
the Bruins’ most potent offensive weap- 
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For the third year in a row, the quarter- 
back spot will be manned by a first-year 
starter. Matt Stevens and Brendan 
McCracken are the most serious candi- 
dates for the job, and although neither 
one is a world-shaker, neither were Rick 
Neuheisel or Steve Bono before they took 
over. 

Defensively, the secondary is solid, led 
by free safety James Washington and cor- 
nerback Dennis Price, both sophomores 
who appear well on their way to outstand- 
ing college careers. 

Tommy Taylor and Tony Phillips give 
the Bruins a strong foundation at line- 
backer. Tackle Mark Walen is the only 
returning starter on the defensive line, 
but noseguard Terry Tumey and tackle 
Doug Wassel played a lot last year. 

And don’t forget the Bruins’ ace in the 
hole, All-America place-kicker John Lee. 
Lee broke numerous NCAA records last 
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year while converting 29 of 33 field-goal 
attempts. 

Washington has only nine starters re- 
turning, but that’s not unusual for Coach 
Don James, who relies almost exclusively 
on seniors and juniors. In the last two sea- 
sons, the Huskies have had five and 11 re- 
turning starters but still wound up win- 
ning eight and 11 games, respectively. 

“We've lost key people in every area,” 
James said. “There’s not one area where 
you can look and say, ‘Well, this area is 
solid.’ But he added, “We'll be all right if 
we can keep everyone healthy.” 

The Husky defense that led the confer- 
ence by allowing only 11.6 points and 277.3 
yards per game will miss consensus All- 
America tackle Ron Holmes, second-team 
All-America linebacker Tim Meamber 
and All-Pac-10 linebacker Fred Small, plus 
three other starters. But with some ma- 
neuvering of his talented players, James 
plans to field a competitive unit. 
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| Sophomore tailback Gaston 
Green gives UCLA a legiti- 
mate breakaway threat. 


James is moving junior Steve Alvord 
from middle guard to left tackle and jun- 
ior Reggie Rogers from linebacker to 
right tackle. A number of capable candi- 
dates will get a crack at Alvord’s middle 
guard spot. 

Linebacker Ron Hadley and corner- 
back Ron Milus are among several fresh 
faces behind the line. They will join re- 
turning starters Joe Kelly (who made a 
team-high 151 tackles a year ago), Vestee 
Jackson and Tim Peoples. 

James’ teams are known for their 
strong defenses, and even though this 
squad is unproven, opponents probably 
can count on having trouble moving the 
ball against Washington. 

The offensive situation is a bit stickier. 
It wasn’t all that good last year, when the 
Huskies averaged 327.8 yards per game, 
and only four starters are back for an- 
other try. 

The biggest loss was at tailback, where 
the top three players (including Jacque 
Robinson) graduated, leaving a bevy of 
untested youngsters to fight it out. Under- 
rated fullback Rick Fenney probably will 
carry the ball more often. 

Senior quarterback Hugh Millen was of- 
fered a stiff preseason challenge from 
sophomore Chris Chandler, and either 
one will be expected to give the Huskies a 
more efficient, consistent performance 
than the position contributed last year. 
Millen led the team during its 8-0 start, but 
James was so nonplused by his efforts 
that he replaced him with Paul Sicuro, 
who has since given up his final year of 
eligibility to attend medical school. 

Millen, however, came back in the sec- 
ond half of the Orange Bowl to spark a 
comeback victory over Oklahoma, and 
James said, “I feel good about our quar- 
terbacks.” 

Washington lost a good pair of receiv- 
ers in Danny Greene and Mark Pattison, 
but James expects big things from former 
backups Lonzell Hill and David Trimble. 

The offensive line also is in its yearly 
rebuilding process, but the Husky coaches 
have an uncommon quality and quantity 
of young offensive linemen to examine for 
duty along with veterans Tim Burnham, 
Dan Agen, Kevin Gogan and Dennis Sol- 
dat. 

The team’s first four games are against 
bowl-game winners Oklahoma State, Brig- 
ham Young, Houston and UCLA, a lineup 
that could make life difficult for this 
young squad. 

Arizona, on the other hand, calls the 
schedule its pal. The Wildcats have seven 
home games and do not even have to 
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Washington tackle Reggie Rogers. 


TSN’s Predictions 
CL.Southern California? BP 


2. Washington 
. UCLA 

. Washington State 
. Arizona State 
. Arizona 
. Stanford 
. Oregon 
. California 

10. Oregon State 


Players to Watch 


(Not including players on All-America Checklist) 
JON HORTON 


ALFRED JENKINS 


Quarterback Arizona 
DARRYL CLACK 

Tailback 

JEFF VAN RAAPHORST 


Quarterback 


MARC HICKS 
Running Back 


DOUG RIESENBERG 


Defensive Tackle 


JERRY MIKELS 


Linebacker 


REGGIE BYNUM 


Wide Receiver 


TONY COLORITO 


Noseguard 


JAMES FITZPATRICK 


Offensive Tackle 


Arizona 


Arizona State 
Arizona State 
California 


California 


Oregon State 


i ahha Southern Cal 


WY. echo Southern Cal 


Southern Cal 
SEAN SALISBURY 
QUarterbackh eisiccstscistuasccssseseres "A ante Southern Cal 
DAVE WYMAN 
Linebacker 
JIM McCULLOUGH 
Offensive Guard 
TOMMY TAYLOR 
Linebacker 
LONZELL HILL 
Split End 
JOE KELLY 
Linebacker 
REGGIE ROGERS 
Defensive Tackle 
MIKE DREYER 


Offensive Guard 


KITRICK TAYLOR 


Wide Receiver 


Washington 
Washington 
Washington 
Washington State 


Washington State 
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ARIZONA 
Coach: Larry Smith (31-22-2, 5 years; 49-49- 
2 overall, 9 years) 
1984 Record: 7-4; T3rd in conf., 5-2. 
Offense: Multiple. Defense: 3-4. 
Key Losses: John Barthalt, DT; Steve Boad- 
way, LB; Charlie Dickey, OT; Jay Dobyns, FL; 
Joe Drake, NG; Nils Fox, C; Lamonte Hunley, 
LB; Vance Johnson, TB; David Wood, DT. 
Starters Returning: Offense (8): David 
Adams, TB, 5-6/167, Jr.; Guy Collins, G, 6- 
3/250, Soph.; Brian Denton, T, 6-6/258, Jr.; 
John DuBose, T, 6-3/278, Sr.; Jon Horton, SE, 
6-1/ 182, Jr.; Alfred Jenkins, QB, 6-4/224, Jr.; 
Gary Parrish, TE, 6-3/225, Sr.; Charles Webb, 
FB, 6-1/237, Soph. Defense (4); Gordon 
Bunch, CB, 6-0/179, Sr.; Allan Durden, S, 5- 
11/171, Sr.; Byron Evans, LB, 6-3/218, Jr.; 
Craig Vesling, LB, 6-2/208, Sr. 
Key Returnees: Ruben Berry, FL, Jr.; Val Bick- 
ekas, NG, Jr.; Jim Birmingham, DT, Jr.; Boomer 
Gibson, LB, Soph.; George Hinkle, DT, Soph.; 
Steve Justice, C/OT, Jr.; Cliff Thorpe, LB, Sr.; 
Max Zendejas, K, Sr. 
Top Newcomers; Reed Clayton, OL (JUCO); 
David Eldridge, RB; Reggie Gaddis, DL; Derek 
Hill, WR; Kip Lewis, WR; Chris Singleton, LB 
(JUCO); Kevin Singleton, LB (JUCO); Jim 
Warner, OL; Ken White, OL (JUCO). 


ARIZONA STATE 


Coach: John Cooper (first year at ASU; 57-31 
overall, 8 years) 

1984 Record: 5-6; 6th in conf., 3-4. 

Offense: Multiple. Defense: Multiple. 

Key Losses: Doug Allen, SE; Curt Aarons, TE; 
Jim Meyer, P; Brian Noble, LB; Tom Onofrio, 
KR;-Mark Shupe, C; Jimmy Williams, LB; Luis 
Zendejas, K. 

Starters Returning: Offense (7): Vince Amoia, 
FB, 6-0/208, Jr.; Darryl Clack, TB, 6-0/205, 
Sr.; Paul Day, FL, 5- 10/170, Jr.; David Fonoti, 
T, 6-4/280, Sr.; Brian Lopker, G, 6-4/261, Jr.; 
Kevin Thomas, G/C, 6-4/257, Jr.; Jeff Van 
Raaphorst, QB, 6- 1/204, Jr. Defense (9): Vin- 
cent Adams, S, 6-1/181, Soph.; Eric Allen, CB, 
5-11/184, Soph.; Greg Battle, LB, 6- 1/218, 
Sr.; David Fulcher, S, 6-2/220, Jr.; Stacy Har- 
vey, LB, 6-4/220, Soph.; Frank Rudolph, E, 6- 
4/248, Jr.; Dan Saleaumua, NG, 6-1/268, Jr.; 
Darrin Willis, CB, 5-11/160, Jr.; Taleni Wright, 
E, 6-4/238, Jr. 

Key Returnees: Aaron Cox, FL; Mike Crawford, 
TB; Glenn Dennard, SE; John Grier, FB, Sr.; 
Stein Koss, TE, Jr.; Shawn Patterson, DE, 
Soph.; Scott Stephen, LB, Jr.; Pat Taylor, LB, 
Soph.; John Walker, QB, Soph.; Jim Warne, 
OT, Jr.; Channing Williams, FB, Soph. 

Top Newcomers; Eddie Grant, C; Linden 
Kieffer, FB (JUCO); Fedel Underwood, OT. 


CALIFORNIA 


Coach: Joe Kapp ( 14- 18-1, 3 years) 

1984 Record: 2-9; 10th in conf., 1-8. 

Offense: Multiple. Defense: Multiple. 

Key Losses: Gale Gilbert, QB; John Haina, LB; 
Don James, NG; Rance McDougald, SE. 
Starters Returning: Offense (6): Ed Barbero, 
FB, 6-2/230, Sr.; Keith Cockett, SE, 6-0/185, 
Sr.; Dwight Garner, RB, 5-9/190, Sr.; Keith 
Kartz, T, 6-4/255, Sr.; Mark Stephens, T, 6- 
5/270, Sr.; Ron Zenker, G, 6-4/265, Sr. De- 
fense (7): Matt Grimes, S, 6-2/190, Sr.; John 
Johnson, LB, 6-1/220, Soph.; Hardy Nicker- 
son, LB, 6-3/225, Jr.; Ken Pettway, CB, 5- 
11/180, Sr.; Doug Riesenberg, T, 6-7/250, Jr.; 
Miles Turpin, LB, 6-4/235, Sr.; Garey Williams, 
S, 6- 1/195, Sr. 

Key Returnees: Mike Anderson, DB, Soph.; 
Brian Bedford, QB, Soph. (switched from WR); 
Ken Bernard, LB, Soph.; Kevin Brown, QB, Jr.; 
Mike Favreau, OT, Soph.; Marshall Hennington, 
LB, Jr.; Gayland Houston, RB/FL, Sr.; Terence 
McCarty, RB, Soph.; Mel McClanahan, LB, 
Soph.; Don Noble, TE, Jr. (RS/thumb); Dave 
Zawatson, OL, Soph. 

Top Newscomers: Keith Cushing, WR 
(JUCO); Jeff Edwards, LB; Marc Hicks, RB; 
Brad Howe, QB (transferred from Minnesota); 
Sydney Johnson, DB (JUCO); Wendell Peo- 
ples, WR (JUCO); Ron Sebahar, DL (JUCO). 
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Arizona’s Alfred Jenkins. 


OREGON 


Coach: Rich Brooks (30-54-4, 8 years) 

1984 Record: 6-5; T7th in conf, 3-5. 

Offense: Pro-Set. Defense: 52. 

Key Losses; David Culp, DT; Dale Doring, DE; 
Doug Herman, TE; Bob Hudetz, LB; Steve Jen- 
son, OT; Kevin McCall, TB; Todd Welch, LB. 
Starters Returning: Offense (7): Lew Barnes, 
FL, 5-9/164, Sr.; Scott Holman, SE, 6-2/189, 
Sr.; Alex Mack, FB, 6- 1/201, Sr.; Chris Miller, 
QB, 6-2/191, Jr.; Greg Schwab, T, 6-7/254, 
Sr.; Brad Smith, G, 6-4/246, Jr.; Ken Warner, 
C, 6-5/256, Sr. Defense (4): John Byrne, E, 
6-4/228, Sr.; Ed Hulbert, CB, 5- 10/164, Jr.; 
Doug Judge, S, 6-2/215, Sr.; Dave Maley, T, 
6-3/264, Jr. 

Key Returnees: J.J. Birden, SE, Soph.; Tony 
Cherry, TB, Sr.; Dan Devaney, LB, Jr.; E.J. 
Duffy, LB, Sr.; Eugene King, RB, Jr. (RS); Matt 
MacLeod, K, Sr.; Rob Marshall, DE, Soph.; 
Mike McCarty, FL, Soph.; Jerry Mikels, LB, Sr. 
(academic RS); Anthony Newman, CB, Soph.; 
Tim Norton, QB, Jr.; Brent Orick, OT, Sr.; Dean 
Otto, K, Soph.; Tim Parker, DE, Soph.; Mike 
Preacher, P, Jr.; Rollin Putzier, DT, Soph.; Will 
Stipanovich, DT, Jr.; Dan Wilken, S, Sr.; Kevin 
Willhite, FB, Jr.; Lerry Wilson, LB, Sr. 

Top Newcomers: Mark Brown, OT (JUCO); 
Darrin Golka, LB (JUCO); Derek Nichols, CB 
(JUCO). 


OREGON STATE 


Coach: Dave Kragthorpe (first year at OSU; 
25-20 overall, 4 years) 

1984 Record: 2-9; 9th in conf., 1-7. 

Offense: Pro-Set. Defense: Multiple. 

Key Losses: Donald Beavers, TB; Claude 
Dixon, WR; Reggie DuPee, S; John Gonzalez, 
DE (academically ineligible); Dwayne Jackola, 
OT; Kenny Taylor, DB, Bernie Wilson, S. 
Starters Returning: Offense (6): Darrick Brilz, 
G, 6-3/271, Jr.; Reggie Bynum, WR, 6-2/193, 
Sr.; Tom Emmons, T, 6-5/270, Sr. (may switch 
to DT); Jack Lester, C, 6-3/251, Sr.; Duane 
Stan, TE, 6-4/236, Sr.; Doug Wright, G, 6- 
5/282, Sr. Defense (4): Bob Cline, T, 6-3/256, 
Sr.; Ron Heller, LB, 6-3/241, Sr.; Osia Lewis, 
LB, 6-0/225, Sr.; Lavance Northington, CB, 6- 
0/188, Jr. 

Key Returnees: Robert Adams, WR, Sr.; Phil 
Alfieri, DE, Soph.; Jim Cureton, LB, Soph.; Rich 
Haggerty, DT, Soph.; Eric Hochevar, FB, Soph.; 
Jerry Jordan, TB, Soph.; Michael Lopez, S, Sr.; 
Darin Malone, FB, Sr.; Erick Montgomery, TB, 
Soph.; Jim Nielsen, K, Sr.; Mike Parker, LB, Sr.; 
Jeff Schneider, LB, Soph.; Steve Steenwyk, 
QB, Sr.; Willie Stubblefield, DE/FB, Jr. 

Top Newcomers: Dave Brannon, CB (RS); 
Scott Camper, DT (JUCO); Don Gray, OT 
(JUCO); Brian McElroy, CB (JUCO); Scott 
Monson, CB (JUCO). 
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bother with Southern Cal and Washington. 

That makes this a particularly good 
season, after two years of probation, to 
become eligible again for a bowl game. 
And there’s no doubt about which bowl 
Coach Larry Smith and his Wildcats have 
set their sights upon. 

“We will figure in there,” Smith said of 
the race for the Pac-10 title and Rose 
Bowl berth. “This program is definitely on 
the upswing. We lost a lot of quality foot- 
ball players (from 1983 to 1984) and we 
continued to make progress.” 

A spectacular, experienced defense 
paced Arizona last year, but the Wildcats 
will likely be led by a spectacular, experi- 
enced offense in 1985. Quarterback Alfred 
Jenkins, who led the Pac-10 with 2,202 
yards passing as a sophomore, leads vir- 
tually the entire starting lineup back from 
1984. That includes tailback David Adams, 
a 5-foot-6, 167-pound junior who rushed for 
750 yards last year, and split end Jon Hor- 
ton, who led the team with 45 receptions 
for 880 yards and the conference with a 
19.6-yard average. 

There are some problems, like the 
knees of offensive linemen John DuBose 
and Guy Collins, both starters who were 
felled in midseason. But the pluses, espe- 
cially if those two can return at full 
strength, may outweigh those of any of- 
fense in the Pac-10. 

The offense is expected to improve 
upon its 342.8-yard average, which is a 
must if the defense is to get a chance be- 
cause there isn't much by way of experi- 
enced defenders to stop the other team. 
Only four defensive starters are back 
from the squad that allowed only 75.5 
yards per game rushing (third in the na- 
tion) and 280.9 yards per game overall 
(11th). 

Linebackers Byron Evans and Craig 
Vesling and defensive backs Allan Durden 
(six interceptions) and Gordon Bunch are 
the only returning starters, and they'll 
need help. Still, Smith said he is not too 
worried because ‘the strength of this 
team lies in our sophomores and juniors.” 

But one senior in particular, place- 
kicker Max Zendejas, is quite valuable to 
the Wildcats. 

If such young players as tackle Jim Bir- 
mingham and linebackers Galen Allen, 
Danny Lockett and Boomer Gibson can 
produce, this team could be in Pasadena 
on January 1. 

Washington State has run the last two 
races for the roses like Silky Sullivan, 
making a late sprint from the back of the 
pack, But unlike the legendary racehorse, 
the Cougars’ bursts have not produced 
championships. Coach Jim Walden’s 
teams won their last five games in 1983 
and four of their last five in 1984, only to 
finish with 7-4 and 6-5 records. 

Clearly, Washington State needs to get 
out of the starting gate quicker to become 
a bona fide Rose Bowl contender, and 


Walden has plenty of “RPMs” to get a fast 
start in 1985. The all-conference backfield 
of quarterback Mark Rypien and running 
backs Kerry Porter and Rueben Mayes 
(“RPM”) provides a lot of firepower, and 
linemen Curt Ladines and Mike Dreyer 
offer protection up front. Wide receiver 
Kitrick Taylor, a 1984 redshirt, also could 
be a big-play man for the Cougars. Of 
course, second-team All-America guard 
Dan Lynch will be missed, but overall, the 
offense looks dangerous. 

For the Cougars to become front-run- 
ners, however, “the defense has to get 
better,” Walden said. The Cougars al- 
lowed a conference-worst 29 points per 
game last season and lost four games in 
which they scored 24 or more points. 

“T think we have a new enthusiasm,” 
Walden said, “and I'm going to spend 
more time with the defense.” 

He'll need to, considering that only five 
starters return. Tackle Erik Howard and 
linebackers Jeff Loomis and Jim Krakoski 
are solid, but there is lots of work to be 
done. The Cougar staff is examining new 
formations in an effort to better utilize the 
talents of the available players. 

At Arizona State, 16 starters were 
ready and waiting for new Coach John 
Cooper, who immediately threw open the 
starting jobs, prompting consensus All- 
America safety David Fulcher to remark, 
“We're going to find out real fast who the 
players are and who the cheerleaders 
are.” 

Fulcher, obviously, is a player, as is 
linebacker Greg Battle on the defense. 
Problem is, even with a near-full slate of 
returning starters, there isn’t a lot of size 
up front. That’s why former coach Darryl 
Rogers (hired away in the spring by the 
Detroit Lions) often went to a gambling, 
high-pressure game plan that sometimes 
worked well and other times backfired. 

Noseguard Dan Saleaumua is a fourth- 
year junior now, and if he can take con- 
trol of the middle, the defense can im- 
prove greatly from its hot-and-cold ten- 
dencies of the last two years. 

Offensively, Cooper said he probably 
won't make many major changes. 

“There’s no reason to with a quarter- 
back like (Jeff) Van Raaphorst and a tail- 
back like (Darryl) Clack,” he said. 

Van Raaphorst rebounded from an 
early-season knee injury to pass for a re- 
markable 2,062 yards and 17 touchdowns 
in only seven games. The junior is one of 
the most underrated quarterbacks in the 
country. 

However, his favorite receiver (Doug 
Allen) is gone, and so are two of the 
team’s best offensive linemen. There is 
little depth among the remaining 
blockers, which could make things hectic 
for Van Raaphorst and Clack. Clack, a 
senior, rushed for 1,052 yards last season 
to rank second in the conference. 

Cooper became accustomed to winning 
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Stanford quarterback John 
Paye has the arm if his of- 
fensive line can give him 
protection. 


in his eight years at Tulsa, where his 
teams captured Missouri Valley Confer- 
ence titles in his last five years. Even with 
nine returning starters on defense and the 
likes of Van Raaphorst and Clack on of- 
fense, it might be asking too much to ex- 
pect a Pac-10 title, but don’t rule out the 
Sun Devils. 

Lew Barnes is back, which is one good 
reason for the uncommon optimism at 
Oregon. Barnes (37 catches for 634 yards), 
one of the most spectacular flankers in 
the country, was eligible to turn pro after 
last season but opted to return to Oregon 
as a fifth-year senior. 

Barnes’ presence is bound to help ac- 
celerate the improvement of promising 
quarterback Chris Miller, who had a fine 
but inconsistent sophomore season in 1984 
(1,712 yards passing). Coach Rich Brooks 
is counting heavily on the Miller-to- 
Barnes connection to spark the Ducks’ of- 
fense. 

Seven starters return to that unit, which 
does not include senior tailback Tony 
Cherry, who averaged 6.5 yards per carry 
in totaling 569 yards a year ago. Cherry 
emerged from redshirt obscurity to be- 
come the team’s top rusher a year ago. 

Tackle Greg Schwab, a former walk-on, 
anchors a line that returns 60 percent in- 
tact. 

Only four defensive starters are back, 
including all-conference safety Doug 
Judge, but Brooks won’t be drawing from 


a dry well. Only one position (middle line- 
backer) does not have at least one player 
who started one or more games last sea- 
son. Still, the defensive line and lineback- 
ing (except for senior Jerry Mikels) must 
be considered weak spots for the Ducks 
entering the season. 

Coming off a 6-5 campaign, Brooks is 
trying to give Oregon back-to-back win- 
ning seasons for the first time since 1979- 
80 and only the second time in more than 
two decades. 

Gale Gilbert and his 6,390 career pass- 
ing yards are gone from California, and 
so is the pass-happy offense that had been 
a staple at California for eons. Coach Joe 
Kapp is shifting the team’s offensive em- 
phasis to a running attack, complemented 
by ball-control passing. That’s a drastic 
change, but Kapp is faced with all the ele- 
ments that demand such action. 

There’s lots of experience up front, lit- 
tle experience at quarterback (Brian Bed- 
ford or Kevin Brown), a bruiser (Ed Bar- 
bero) at fullback, a third-year starter 
(Dwight Garner) and a prep phenom 
(Marc Hicks) at running back and other 
remnants of a team that won only two 
games last year. 

Thirteen starters return, along with all 
but three second-stringers, giving Kapp 
much more depth than he has had in his 
previous three years at Cal. The key of- 
fensively may be that eight of the team’s 
top 10 linemen are back, which may give 
the new quarterback and the running 
game time to get rolling. Tackles Keith 
Kartz and Mark Stephens bolster the 
forward wall. 

Barbero and Garner key a ground 
game that last year managed 1,287 yards, 
more than twice that of the previous sea- 
son. 

While the Golden Bears try to increase 
their rushing production, they’ll also try to 
decrease the same in their opponents. In 
’84, Cal allowed 205.6 yards per game on 
the ground, an embarrassing figure for a 
coach and a team that have long prided 
themselves on their toughness. 

Seven starters return on defense, but 
only one, tackle Doug Riesenberg, is on 
the line, so young players will have to 
make an impact there. 

Junior Hardy Nickerson, who broke the 
school record for tackles with 141 last au- 
tumn, is one of the conference’s best in- 
side linebackers. Matt Grimes leads an 
experienced secondary. 

Not known for its defense anyway, 
Stanford lost six defensive starters to 
graduation and perhaps another to a knee 
injury, so Coach Jack Elway went out and 
recruited 18 defensive players. That group 
should make the Cardinal more formida- 
ble in the future, but this season could get 
a little rough. 

Linebackers Matt Soderlund and Tom 
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1984 Record: 8-3; istin conf., 7- 1. 

Offense: |-formation. Defense: 3-4. 

Key Losses: Duane Bickett, LB; Keith Biggers, 
LB; Jack Del Rio, LB; Tim Green, QB; Tommy 
Haynes, CB; Neil Hope, LB; Steve Jordan, K; 
Brian Luft, DT; Ken Ruettgers, OT; Timmie 
Ware, FL/TE. 

Starters Returning: Offense (7): Jeff Bregel, 
G, 6-4/270, Jr.; Joe Cormier, TE, 6-6/220, Sr.; 
Fred Crutcher, TB, 5- 11/195, Sr.; James Fitz- 
Patrick, T, 6-8/270, Sr.; Tom Hallock, G, 6- 
6/265, Sr.; Hank Norman, SE, 6-4/190, Sr.; 
Kennedy Pola, FB, 6-2/230, Sr. Defense (4): 
Tony Colorito, NG, 6-5/250, Sr.; Tim McDon- 
ald, S, 6-3/203, Jr.; Brent Moore, DT, 6- 
5/235, Sr.; Jerome Tyler, S, 6-2/190, Sr. 

Key Returnees: Sam Anno, LB, Jr.; Ron Brown, 
LB, Jr. (medical RS); Marcus Cotton, LB, 6- 
4/210, Soph.; Tom Cox, C, Sr.; Keith Davis, LB, 
Soph.; Ryan Knight, TB, Soph.; Matt Koart, DT, 
Sr.; Gaylord Kuamoo, OT, Sr.; Zeph Lee, TB, 
Sr.; Erik McKee, TE, Jr.; Rex Moore, LB, Soph.; 
Sean Salisbury, QB, Sr. (RS/knee); Randy 
Tanner, FL, Soph.; Elbert Watts, SE, Sr. 

Top Newcomers: Gene Arrington, FL (RS); 
Aaron Emanuel, TB; Travis Knox, WR; Rodney 
Peete, QB (RS); Marlon Washington, WR; 
Steve Webster, TB (RS). 


STANFORD 


Coach: Jack Elway (5-6, 1 year; 60-37-2 
overall, 9 years) 

1984 Record: 5-6; T7th in conf., 3-5. 

Offense: Multiple. Defense: 3-4. 

Key Losses: Tom Briehl, LB; Jeff Deaton, OT; 
Mark Harmon, K; Emile Harry, WR; Terry Jack- 
son, NG; Brent Martin, C; Pat Mitchel, DT; Matt 
Moran, OG; Eric Price, CB; Garin Veris, DT. 
Starters Returning: Offense (6): John Barns, 
T, 6-7/285, Sr.; Greg Baty, TE, 6-6/240, Sr.; 
Thomas Henley, TB, 5- 11/185, Jr.; Jeff James, 
WR, 6-0/185, Soph.; Brad Muster, FB, 6- 
3/215, Soph.; John Paye, QB, 6-3/195, Jr. De- 
fense (5): Joe Cain, S, 6-1/217, Jr.; Toi Cook, 
CB, 6-0/185, Jr.; Tom Prukop, LB, 6-2/230, 
Jr.; Matt Soderlund, LB, 6-3/223, Sr.; Dave 
Wyman, LB, 6-3/231, Sr. (status is question- 
able due to knee injury). 

Key Returnees: Jack Gilmete, LB, Sr.; Walt 
Harris, CB, Jr.; Mark Hashimito, S, Jr.; Brian 
Morris, FB, Jr.; Carl Morris, WR, Soph.; Kevin 
Scott, TB, Jr.; Eric Snelson, TE, Soph.; Eric 
Volta, NG, Soph. 

Top Newcomers: Darron Bennett, LB; Guy 
Bunyard, C/OG (JUCO); Spencer Cotten, WR 
(RS); Henry Green, WR (RS); Ray Huckes- 
tein, DL; Tony Leiker, DT (JUCO); Ron Shull, 
WR (JUCO); Andy Sinclair, C (RS); Chris 
Young, CB (JUCO). 


UCLA 


Coach: Terry Donahue (71-29-5, 9 years) 
84-Record:-8-3;T3rd in-conf.,-5-2.-—_ - ---- 
Offense: Multiple. Defense: 3-4. 
Key Losses: Steve Bono, QB; Kevin Buenafe, 
P; Neal Dellocono, LB; Lee Knowles, LB; Duval 
Love, OT; Bryan Wiley, FB; Mike Young, FL. 
Starters Returning: Offense (4): Mike Hart- 
meier, T, 6-5/263; Sr.; Jim McCullough, G, 6- 
5/263, Sr.; Mike Sherrard, SE, 6-2/185, Sr.; 
Derek Tennell, TE, 6-4/225, Jr. Defense (5): 
Tony Phillips, LB, 6-0/210, Sr.; Dennis Price, 
DB, 6-1/175, Soph.; Tommy Taylor, LN, 6- 
0/238, Sr.; Mark Walen, T, 6-5/245, Sr.; 
James Washington, S, 6- 1/185, Soph. 
Key Returnees: Willie Anderson, SE, Soph.; 
Frank Batchkoff, DT, Jr.; Robert Cox, OT, Sr.; 
Paco Craig, FL, Soph.; Karl Dorrell, FL, Sr. 
(RS/shoulder); Mel Farr Jr., FB, Soph.; Joe 
Gasser, S, Sr. (RS/shoulder); Jeff Glaser, DT, 
Soph.; Joe Goebel, C, Jr.; Gaston Green, TB, 
Soph.; John Lee, K, Sr.; Chuckie Miller, CB, Jr.; 
David Norrie, QB, Sr.; Ken Norton Jr., LB, 
Soph.; James Primus, TB, Soph.; Craig Rut- 
ledge, S, Jr.; Matt Stevens, QB, Jr.; Terry 
Tumey, NG, Soph.; Russ Warnick, OT/TE, 
Soph. 
Top Newcomers: Eric Ball, TB (RS); Frank 
Cornish, L; Chance Johnson, LB (RS/switched 
from DB). 


Oregon’s Greg Schwab. 


WASHINGTON 


Coach: Don James (86-31, 10 years; 111-50- 
1 overall, 14 years) 

1984 Record: 10- 1-0; 2nd in conf., 6-1-0. 
Offense: |-formation. Defense: 3-4. 

Key Losses: Dan Eernissee, C; Danny Greene, 
FL; Ron Holmes, DT; Tony Lewis, DT; Dennis 
Maher, OT; Tim Meamber, LB; Mark Pattison, 
SE; J.C. Pearson, CB; Al Robertson, OG; Jac- 
que Robinson, TB; Jim Rodgers, S; Fred Small, 
LB; Tony Wroten, TE. 

Starters Returning: Offense (4): Tim Burn- 
ham, G, 6-5/264, Sr.; Rick Fenney, FB, 6- 
3/235, Jr.; Kevin Gogan, T, 6-6/279, Jr.; Hugh 
Millen, QB, 6-4/214, Sr. Defense (5): Steve 
Alvord, NG/T, 6-4/266, Jr.; Vestee Jackson, 
CB, 5-11/197, Sr.; Joe Kelly, LB, 6-1/214, Sr.; 
Tim Peoples, S, 6-1/193, Jr.; Reggie Rogers, 
T, 6-7/245, Jr. (switched from LB). 

Key Returnees: Chris Chandler, QB, Soph.; 
Thane Cleland, P, Jr.; Ron Hadley, LB, Sr.; 
Lonzell Hill, SE, Jr.; Jeff Jaeger, K, Jr.; Rod 
Jones, TE, Jr.; Ron Milus, CB, Sr.; David Rill, 
LB, Soph.; Dennis Soldat, OT, Sr.; Garth 
Thomas, OG, Jr.; David Trimble, FL, Sr.; Bo 
Yates, LB, Soph. 

Top Newcomers: Tony Covington, TB (RS); 
Tim Esary, TE/LB; Aaron Jenkins, TB (RS); 
Steve Jones, RB/DB; George Smith, OG (RS); 
Brett Wiese, OG (RS). 


WASHINGTON STATE 


Coach: Jim Walden (37-38-3, 7 years) 
~1984 Record:-6-5; Sth-in conf:;-4-3: - 
Offense: Split Backs. Defense: Multiple. 
Key Losses: Lee Blakeney, LB; Jeff Dullum, S; 
Milford Hodge, DT; Vince Leighton, TE; Dan 
Lynch, OG; John Marshall, SE; Kirk Samuel- 
son, OG; Rico Tipton, LB; Jerald Waters, S; 
Brent White, NG; Jamie White, OT. 
Starters Returning: Offense (6): Richard Cal- 
vin, RB, 6-1/196, Jr.; Mike Dreyer, G/T, 6- 
3/267, Sr.; Michael James, WR, 6-0/ 184, Jr.; 
Curt Ladines, C, 6-2/250, Sr.; Rueben Mayes, 
RB, 6-1/200, Sr.; Mark Rypien, QB, 6-4/225, 
Sr. Defense (5): Cedrick Brown, CB, 5- 
10/180, Sr.; Erik Howard, T, 6-4/268, Sr.; Jim 
Krakoski, LB, 6-2/216, Sr.; Jeff Loomis, LB, 
6-1/215, Jr.; Ricky Reynolds, CB, 5-11/178. 
Jr. 
Key Returnees: Mike Beasley, LB, Sr. (RS): 
Alan Boatman, OG/C, Jr.; Ben Carrillo, LB, Sr. 
(RS); Rick Chase, WR, Jr.; Rob Cleveland, DT, 
r.; Tom Cushing, LB, 6-1/216, Jr.; Glenn 
Harper, P, Sr.; Steve Haub, S, Sr. (RS); Titus 
Jackson, LB, Jr.; Dede Moore, SE, Jr. (RS); 
Kerry Porter, FB, Jr. (RS); Kitrick Taylor, WR, 
Jr. (RS); John Traut, K, Sr. 
Top Newcomers: Steve Broussard, FB; Mark 
Ledbetter, LB; Nick Volk, NG; Tim Rosenbach, 
TE; Matt Simonet, OT; Doug Wellstandt, TE. 
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Prukop return, along with defensive 
backs Joe Cain and Toi Cook, but that’s 
about it. Standout linebacker Dave 
Wyman suffered a severe knee injury 
near the end of last season and may red- 
shirt this year if he isn’t ready to go. Tack- 
le Garin Veris leaves a big hole to fill on 
the line. 

Offensively, Stanford has some fine 
players at the ball-handling positions but 
no experienced blockers for them. Quar- 
terback John Paye missed much of 1984 
with a broken knuckle joint but still 
passed for 848 yards while playing in 
parts of six games. The junior has thrown 
for 2,819 yards in his two years, and if the 
new line can give him a chance, he can 
win some games. 

Surprising fullback Brad Muster returns 
for his sophomore season after running 
for 823 yards and leading the team with 31 
receptions a year ago. Tailbacks Thomas 
Henley and Kevin Scott, wide receiver 
Jeff James and tight end Greg Baty com- 
bined for 72 more catches, giving Paye 
plenty of targets. 

In Corvallis, Ore., Coach Dave Krag- 
thorpe has taken on the awesome task of 
revitalizing the Oregon State football pro- 
gram. His plan is to install a wide-open 
passing offense that may give the Beavers 
a chance against the bigger, stronger, 
more talented teams in the conference. 

“Unless you have superior talent,”’ 
Kragthorpe said, “it is the only way to go. 
The wide-open passing game then be- 
comes an equalizer.” 

That plan worked at Brigham Young, 
where Kragthorpe was offensive coordi- 
nator, and at Idaho State, where he was 
head coach in the Bengals’ Division I-AA 
national championship year of 1981. 

One problem, along with the fact that 
only 10 starters return, is that there’s real- 
ly no telling who'll run the offense. Senior 
Steve Steenwyk (who started four games 
last year), junior Don Lema and redshirt 


-freshmen Erik Wilhelm and Shaun Sha- 


han will battle for the starting quarter- 
back job vacated by Rickey Greene, who 
transferred to Western Oregon State Col- 
lege, an NAIA school. 

Whoever gets the nod will have the 
good fortune of throwing to one of the na- 
tion’s best wide receivers, senior Reggie 
Bynum, who caught 51 passes for 711 
yards last fall. 

The Beavers’ running game looks 
weak, so opposing defenses probably will 
be able to key on the receivers. As for 
Oregon State’s defense, proven players 
are scarce. 

“I do feel we are capable of having a 
good defense, but there certainly isn’t any 
one position that stands out,” Kragthorpe 
said. 


Al Moss covers college sports for the San Fran- 
cisco Chronicle. 


Don Borst covers college sports for the Long 
Beach Press-Telegram. 


Decision Time Nears 


Boston College 
Star Will Make 
Difficult Choice 


By FRANK DELL’APA 


unday morning’s peace surrounds 
S:: church in rural Pennsylvania. 

The parishioners live in a bucolic 
world surrounded by green, rolling hills. 
All is calm. 

Inside, Father Ruth has everyone's at- 
tention as he delivers the homily in a 
homespun, down-to-earth tone. The priest 
speaks with conviction and gentleness, a 
combination that captivates and inspires 
his audience. 

Later, he moves to the altar to prepare 
communion. “This is the cup of my blood, 
the blood of the new and everlasting cove- 
nant,” the priest says, raising the goblet of 
wine. “It will be shed for you and for all so 
that sins may be forgiven. Do this in mem- 
ory of me.” 

The priest, a modern-day Father 
Murphy who even looks like Merlin Olsen, 
right down to the beard, proceeds with 
the service. He is 6-foot-2, and his 250 
pounds are solid muscle. Even in his robe, 
Father Ruth is an impressive presence. 

“The mass is ended,” he says, giving his 
final blessing to the parishioners. “Go in 
peace.” 

Such a scenario is possible. “That would 
be fine with me,” said Mike Ruth, theolo- 
gy student. 

But now, picture a less pastoral setting 
—a pro football stadium, and within it, the 
loud growls and off-color language that 
accompany the thuds of giants colliding. 

In the middle of the line, Mike Ruth, 
professional noseguard, is swapping fore- 
arms with the Dwight Stephensons of this 
bellicose world. He is pursuing the Pay- 
tons, sacking the Simmses, tackling the 
Tylers. 

Mike Ruth, the same man who could be 
truly happy guiding his flock at the little 
church in the country, is being downright 
violent. 

It could happen. Ruth, an aspiring 
priest, also happens to be perhaps the top 
noseguard prospect in the nation as well 
as a leading candidate for the Outland 
Trophy. 

Since Sundays for pro football players 
mean mayhem, not Mass, Ruth must de- 
cide between shoulder pads and vest- 
ments sometime between the end of the 
Boston College football season and draft 
day. 

“T wouldn’t hesitate for a second to go 
into the priesthood,” Ruth said. “But it’s 
not really your own choice. God will let 
you know what to do. All you have to do is 
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listen.” 

When it comes to pro football, however, 
the scouts also will let you know: 

“A strong competitor and a dominating 
player.”—George Karras of the Denver 
Broncos. 

“Really a physical player. He has an ex- 
tremely well-developed body, NFL 
strength. He looks like he plays, and he 
plays like he looks.”—Dick Steinberg of 
the New England Patriots. 

“We'd take him right now. He was 
strong enough as a junior to play in the 
pros.”—Anonymous AFC West scout. 

Michael Joseph Ruth will be a high 
draft choice. Pro football is calling, al- 
though whether or not it is his calling is 
yet to be determined. 

“Compared to Joe Nash, Mike is faster, 
quicker and stronger by a long stretch,” 
said Orfio Collilouri, who has coached 
both players on Boston College’s defen- 
sive line. “He’s as tough, and believe me, 
nobody is physically tougher than Joe 
Nash (now with the Seattle Seahawks). 
Both are very instinctive, but Mike is 
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Boston College noseguard Mike Ruth, a young man with two 
callings, is a year away from the most difficult decision of his 


more aggressive, reckless, which can be a 
plus. Because he'll make more big plays, 
Mike's impact on a team is very compar- 
able to Joe Nash’s, and Joe Nash is a Pro 
Bowl player.” 

For all that, Mike Ruth is not what he 
would call “Joe Football.” He is not ego- 
centric, nor is he concerned with the 
monetary trappings of the game. Ruth 
doesn’t even claim to be the toughest per- 
son in his family. 

“The toughest person I’ve ever met,” 
Ruth said, “is my mother. 

“She has rheumatoid arthritis, she’s in 
pain every day, and the toughest part is 
that it doesn’t get any better. She’s had 23 
operations, she has artificial bones, but 
she doesn’t use a wheelchair or crutches, 
just a cane.” 

Mother and son are very close. In fact, 
to help his mother get around, Ruth often 
literally carries her. And there is no limit 
to where Sally Ruth might want to go. 

“Last year she had a hip replacement 
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and wasn’t supposed to leave the hospi- 
tal,” Ruth said. “So she sneaks out, my 
brother puts her in a van and they drive 
up to the Penn State game. It was cold up 
there, but she would have sat in the stands 
if Coach (Jack) Bicknell hadn’t got her a 
seat in the press box. 

“She's my inspiration. I feel like such a 
wimp if I complain about my shoulder or 
knee hurting.” 

Mike Ruth has grown from a 5-foot-2, 
99-pound eighth-grader who couldn't 
bench press 120 pounds to his present sta- 
tus as possibly college football's strongest 
player. This son of Sally Ruth is no wimp. 

He bench presses 540 pounds, and be- 
fore that figure is dismissed as so much 
publicity hooey, realize that every pound 
has been verified by Boston College 
strength coach Wes Emmert and was 
raised according to strict power-lifting 
rules. Ruth also runs 40 yards in 4.84 sec- 
onds and has a 32-inch vertical jump. 

“I’ve been to the Eagles’ and the Patri- 
ots’ camps," Collilouri said, ‘“‘and he’s 
stronger than anybody there.” 

The poundage Ruth is benching is fully 
100 pounds more than what most of the 
game’s stronger players lift. And Ruth is a 
religious weight lifter. He learned tech- 
nique from a power lifter back home in 
Norristown, Pa., and has competed in 
power-lifting contests in the Philadelphia 
area, 

“T use all power-lifting rules,” Ruth said. 
“That’s why if someone doesn’t believe 
how much I’m lifting I almost feel like 
smacking 'em.” 

Ruth does not lift weights for the prima- 
ry purpose of becoming a better football 
player. A gregarious sort, he enjoys the 
camaraderie of the weight room and the 
challenge of constantly improving on his 
best. 

“My priorities are, Number 1, God; 
Number 2, my family; Number 3, other 
people; Number 4, at this point, school 
and football, then fishing and lifting. 

“My preferences? What would I do for 
enjoyment? Number 1, fishing; Number 2, 
lifting. And after that I don’t think I'd have 
any time left.” 

Ruth said he certainly could live with- 
out football. 

“You have to put it in perspective,” he 
said. “It’s a way of getting through col- 
lege. It’s fun, but there’s a lot better ways 
of having fun.” 

Like driving his Jeep, a blue and white 
83 Renegade. 

“My mother and I used to go test drive 
them all the time,” Ruth said. “Well, I 
went home and we went and looked at a 
Jeep, as usual. She asked me how I liked 
this one. Then she told me it was mine. I 
just passed out right there on the show- 
room floor.” 

Unfortunately for opposing centers, 
Ruth recovered. And the Jeep has since 
transported Ruth and his Hank Williams 
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Jr. tapes around the Boston College cam- 
pus and to the lakes and rivers where he 
can enjoy his favorite outdoor sport—fish- 
ing. 

“T like to fish by myself because it’s 
quiet,” he explained, “and also because 
I'm a bad fisherman, so I don’t want any- 
one to see me not catching anything.” 

Fishing also gives him a chance to for- 
get about the hostile struggles of nose- 
guard vs. center. 

“You make yourself a part of whatever 
you're doing,” Ruth said. “If it’s fishing, 
you become part of the mountains and 
streams. 

“Tf it’s football, you look at the quarter- 
back’s face, listen to the inflection in his 
voice, notice the tendencies of the run- 
ning backs. 

“Tune in all the details. You concen- 
trate everything you have on that one 
task. Nothing else matters.” 

That attitude was evident one day when 
Ruth and his teammates were being 
timed by pro scouts in 40-yard dashes in 
Boston College’s Flynn Recreation Cen- 
ter. The scouts were quite pleased with 
his speed and, of course, his physical at- 
tributes. In fact, one scout was so im- 
pressed that he said in jest, “Mike, have 
you ever been to the weight room?” 

The lighthearted remark evoked a 
slight smile from Ruth, but no reply. He 
still was tuned in to the running drill, 
which left him feeling as if he had just 
completed a futile chase after a scram- 
bling West Virginia quarterback at near- 
by Alumni Stadium. 

“I could have run faster,” an unsmiling 
Ruth told Bicknell. 

“You were under 4.9,” Bicknell replied. 

“T could have run faster,” Ruth repeat- 
ed, without elaboration. 

Said Collilouri: “He’s so intense. There’s 
an old saying, “You play the way you prac- 
tice.’ Well, with Mike it’s the reverse. He 
practices the same way he plays. 

“He gives everything he has every sin- 
gle day. You see guys dead tired in the 
locker room after games; well, he’s like 
that after every practice. 

“He practices so hard he can be disrup- 
tive. The poor look squad can't even get 
the ball snapped sometimes.” 

Probably the scariest moment in Bos- 
ton College’s practice history occurred 
last year when Ruth leveled Doug Flutie. 

“He's just so intense,” the 1984 Heisman 
Trophy winner recalled. “And he was 
used to me sidestepping him, so he was 
coming extra hard. I'd say he’s definitely 
physically ready to play in the pros.” 

Ruth was discouraged from repeating 
that collision in no uncertain terms: “The 
coaches always have to yell, ‘Don’t touch 
the quarterback! Don’t touch the quarter- 
back!’” he said. 

Ruth has come a long way from his 
days at Methacton High School, where he 
was just a third-team all-state choice. No 
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other schools besides Boston College and 
Arizona bothered to recruit him. 

“His school had never had a major-col- 
lege player before,” Collilouri said, “Penn 
State didn’t recruit him. Rutgers rejected 
him. 

“My old high school coach told me 
about Mike. He said: ‘Wait'll you see the 
films. He’s a man among boys.’ Mike was 
playing offensive line then, and he'd roll 
off the ball and just pin guys to the 
ground. 

“The first time I saw him he was wear- 
ing just a T-shirt and cords, and you could 
see he was really slapped together. I of- 
fered him a scholarship on the spot.” 

Ruth was 17 when he accepted the 
Eagles’ offer. Six months later he was 
part of a surprise package that landed in 
College Station, Tex. The Eagles, led by 
an unknown sophomore quarterback 
named Flutie, bombed Texas A&M, 38-16, 
then went to South Carolina to tie defend- 
ing national champion Clemson, 17-17. 

Not only were those teams being 
blitzkrieged by an overlooked quarter- 
back, but their own offenses were being 
terrorized by a strongman whom even 
fewer people knew about. 

“He was ready to play with the big boys 
right away,” Collilouri said. 

But football games aren’t often decided 
on the performance of the noseguard. His 
function is to neutralize as many opposing 
linemen as possible, clearing the way for 
linebackers to grab the glory. But Ruth, 
double- and triple-teamed on virtually 
every play last season, still managed to 
lead Boston College in unassisted tackles 
with 76, quarterback pressures with 20 
and sacks with 644. He was second with 
102 total tackles. 

Another year like that, and Mike Ruth 
could make this post-Heisman year an 
Outland year at Boston College. 

And after that? God only knows. 


INDEPENDENTS 
PREVIEW 


In the course of Penn State’s annual 
maltreatment of Syracuse last season, 
Nittany Lions Coach Joe Paterno was be- 
mused by the inability of his offensive line 
to cope with defensive tackle Tim Green. 

So startled was Paterno that he was 
moved to nominate the underclassman 
for the Lombardi Award, which is pre- 
sented annually to college football's pre- 
mier lineman. 

“He never gives up on a play,” Paterno 
said as Green, by current standards an av- 
erage-size tackle at 6-foot-2 and 246 
pounds, disrupted backfields despite being 
double-teamed much of last season. “He 
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knows how to bounce off blocks. It’s diffi- 
cult to keep him out of the play very 
long.” 

With Paterno’s endorsement, and with 
the Orangemen having stuffed the cele- 
brated running attacks of Nebraska and 
Army, Green suddenly was headline ma- 
terial. And even though consensus All- 
America offensive tackle Bill Fralic and 
Pittsburgh knew what awaited them 
against Syracuse, they still weren't entire- 
ly prepared for Green. 

At worst, Green’s confrontation with 
Fralic in a 13-7 Syracuse victory was rated 
a standoff. Some observers say it would 
not be inaccurate to suggest that Green 
flat got the best of Fralic, now a million- 
aire tackle with the Atlanta Falcons. Fra- 
lic himself remarked: “A couple of times I 
went to block him, and he just disap- 
peared. He’s hard to get a hold of.” 

One National Football League scout in 
attendance said, “Green could start at de- 
fensive tackle for the Buffalo Bills as a 
junior."’ And when the computer-like 
memory bank of Dallas Cowboys player 
personnel director Gil Brandt processed 
all the data, he projected Green as at 
least a first-round NFL draft choice and 
suggested that he might develop as ‘“‘an- 
other Randy White.” 

It’s not so farfetched a comparison 
when one considers that Green, like the 
Cowboys’ perennial All-Pro, is blessed 
with extraordinary strength (420 pounds 
in the bench press) and quickness (4.67 
seconds in the 40-yard dash), and that he 
often is lauded as much for his intelli- 
gence (he is a Rhodes Scholar candidate) 
as his athletic ability. 

Green, an All-America with 2914 quar- 
terback sacks over the last two seasons, is 
the focus of a defense that has Syracuse 
on the verge of re-establishing itself as an 
Eastern power. The Orangemen have had 
consecutive winning seasons (both 6-5) for 
the first time since 1967-68, and were it 
not for a spotty offense—Syracuse scored 
only 151 points, the same number it al- 
lowed—the Orangemen would have se- 
cured their first bowl bid since a 1979 
berth in the Independence Bowl. Before 
that insignificant appearance, one must 
hark back to 1966 and the Gator Bowl to 
find a Syracuse bowl squad. 

The schedule favors a third straight 
winning season, with Nebraska, Florida 
and Maryland having been replaced by 
Louisville, Mississippi State and Kent 
State. Coach Dick MacPherson said that 
“we don’t have any dangerous holes to 
fill,” although he must find an alternative 
to the three-man quarterback shuttle that 
hampered the offense last year. 

An injury to three-year starter Todd 
Norley paved the way for Don McPherson 
to take over as the starting quarterback 
last year. He in turn was injured and re- 
placed by Mike Kmetz. Norley, now a sen- 
ior, had the best statistics (93 completions 
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in 171 attempts for 829 yards), but 
McPherson and Kmetz should put up a 
fight for the No. 1 job. 

The victor will be passing to perhaps 
the finest receiving corps in Syracuse his- 
tory. Junior wide receiver Scott Schwedes 
led the team with 37 catches for 506 yards, 
and he will be joined by veterans Mike 
Siano and tight end Jim Tait. Redshirt 
freshman Tommy Kane is another speed- 
ster in the Schwedes mold. 

The departure of running back Jaime 
Covington and three starters on the line 
raises: questions about the Syracuse 
ground attack. The one bright spot there 
is senior Harold Gayden, who averaged 
four yards per carry on 121 tries last fall. 
MacPherson will rebuild the line around 
tackles Bob Brotzki and Doug Marrone. 

Another plus for the Orangemen is 
place-kicker Don McAulay, who was suc- 
cessful on 15 of 19 field-goal tries and all 
of his extra-point attempts last year. 

Even with just four returning starters, 
defense figures to be the strength of this 
team. 

Such youngsters as Greg Bell and Jeff 
Mangram will be expected to blend in 
with returning starters Rudy Reed (line- 
backer), David Lee (cornerback), Ted 
Gregory (noseguard) and Green. 

It was Green who predicted that Syra- 
cuse would surprise then-No. 1 Nebraska 
last season (a 17-9 Orange victory), and it 
was Green who said in the spring, “We're 
going to go at least 8-3, and if we do, we'll 
get a major-bowl bid.” 

But before the Orangemen become 
consumed with national aspirations, they 
must tend to unfinished business in the 
East—namely, how to overcom 

the program that displaced Syra- 
cuse on the Eastern summit in the late 
1960s and has not lost to the Orangemen 
since 1970. If Paterno’s poor-mouthing of 
the Nittany Lions is to be believed, 1985 
might be Syracuse’s year. 

Penn State’s 1984 season ended in re- 
volting fashion with a 37-point loss to 
Notre Dame and a 31-11 embarrassment 
against a Pitt team that had won but one 
of its first nine games. That left the Nit- 
tany Lions at 6-5 and out of postseason 
play for the first time in 14 seasons, which 
wasn't nearly as disturbing to them as 
what they heard from Paterno in the off- 
season. 

Paterno said after last season that 
maybe his players were babied and the 
coaches were at fault. Then at the conclu- 
sion of 1985 spring practice he announced: 
“T haven't seen anything out there I feel 
good about. We're not a very good football 
team, period.” 

The schedule remains characteristical- 
ly tough, featuring Maryland, Alabama, 
Syracuse, West Virginia, Boston College, 
Notre Dame and Pitt. The offense, howev- 
er, is confused, with Paterno suggesting 
he might use three quarterbacks—junior 
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John Shaffer, junior Matt Knizner or per- 
haps a late entry, sophomore Craig 
McCoy. In addition, tailback D.J. Dozier, 
down to 691 yards as an injury-plagued 
sophomore from a 1,002-yard freshman 
season, underwent arthroscopic knee sur- 
gery after the season and is recovering 
slowly. 

Paterno’s receiving corps, led by split 
end Herb Bellamy (16 catches in '84) and 
tight end Dean DiMidio (11 catches), 
should benefit from a year’s experience. 
Still, this year’s group is not likely to pro- 
vide the pass-catching consistency that 
was standard with Kenny Jackson and 
Kevin Baugh two years ago. 

The line also is a gray area with the 
loss of center Nick Haden, tackle Stan 
Short and guard Jeff Woofter. Several 
players who saw some action last fall are 
contending for starting jobs alongside re- 
turnees Mitch Frerotte and Chris Conlin. 

The onus is on the defense to end Penn 
State’s one-year bowl famine. Plenty of 
stars are among the nine returning start- 
ers. 

End Bob White is the standout on a line 
that returns intact—unless tackle Todd 
Moules moves over to the offensive side of 
the ball. The linebacking is solid with the 
return of Don Graham and All-America 
candidate Shane Conlan. 

The secondary is another strong point. 
There is lots of depth behind returning 
starters Michael Zordich, Ray Isom and 
Lance Hamilton. 

Penn State’s late collapse was a boon to 
the sagging spirits at Pitt and Notre 
Dame. The Panthers salvaged what some 
had projected as a national championship 
season by humiliating Penn State, and the 
Fighting Irish may have bought more 
time for Coach Gerry Faust with their 44-7 
laugher before an increasingly restless 
home crowd. 

Pittsburgh Coach Foge Fazio seems to 
do his best work when the preseason touts 
ignore him. Twice in his first three years 
at Pitt he betrayed the forecasts, finishing 
at 9-3 (including a Cotton Bowl loss) and 
3-7-1 (last season) when national titles 
were predicted. When the Panthers 
played in obscurity in 1983, as they will 
this season, Fazio transformed an aver- 
age group into an 8-2-1, Fiesta Bowl-bound 
bunch of overachievers. 

“The expectations and the pressure on 
the young people are so immense,” Fazio 
said. “I didn’t realize until 1984 what 
pressure was really on the players. The 
expectations of ‘This is the year for us to 
win it all,’ the (No. 3 preseason) ranking 
in the country and opening your season 
against Brigham Young and Oklahoma, 
that’s an especially tough task.” 

Nobody is saying this is Pitt's year, 
much less pretending to know how many 
games the Panthers can win coming off a 
season that almost cost Fazio his job. 
Fazio has revamped the coaching staff 


Linebacker Bruce Fleming is a big man in a Miami defense that 
will have to help fill the void created when quarterback Bernie 
Kosar decided to turn pro. 


and retooled the offense, which will em- 
phasize the option play to better utilize a 
team strength at running back and the 
mobility of quarterback John Congemi. 

A healthy Congemi would be a big boost 
for the Panthers in 1985. He managed to 
throw for 1,102 yards even though he was 
not completely healthy in any of the 10 
games in which he played last year. 

The suspension of team-leading rusher 
Craig Heyward for disciplinary reasons 
casts some doubt on the tailback position, 
but there appears to be enough depth to 
compensate for his loss. Sophomore 
Charles Gladman, who was second on the 
team with 525 yards rushing, is just one of 
a handful of capable backs that includes 
freshman Brian Davis, one of the most 
highly recruited players in the country. 
Congemi also can give the ball to fullback 
Darnell Stone. 

Improvement is expected from juniors 
Chuck Scales (22 catches) and Matt Sten- 
nett at the wideout positions. Senior Clint 
Wilson, who sat out last season with a bro- 
ken foot, could be one of the best tight 
ends in the country. 

Fralic and two other starting offensive 
linemen will be missed, although junior 
Randy Dixon could prove to be the 
school’s second consecutive All-America 
tackle. 

Safety Bill Callahan leads a defense 
that figures to be solid if not spectacular. 
Fazio’s major problem is replacing line- 
backers Troy Benson and Caesar Aldisert, 
the team’s top two tacklers a year ago. To 
that end, junior Steve Apke is being 
moved from defensive end to linebacker. 

An interesting story coming out of 
South Bend, Ind., is that some of the Fight- 
ing Irish have taken to shaving on their 
forearms a “Wolverine stripe”—a half- 
inch band of clean-shaven skin so named 
for the opening opponent, the Michigan 
Wolverines—as a message that Notre 
Dame will be restored to college football's 
elite this season. 

“When we get lazy, that stripe reaf- 
firms our commitment to a national title,” 
said tailback Allen Pinkett, the NCAA’s 
top career rusher returning in 1985. 

This is the final season of Faust’s five- 
year contract, and there are those who 
suggest that only a run at a national title 
will preserve his job, or even his desire to 
keep it. Fourteen starters return from the 
Aloha Bowl squad, and the offense should 
be productive with Heisman Trophy can- 
didate Pinkett (1,105 yards rushing and 18 
touchdowns last fall) and quarterback 
Steve Beuerlein. The latter completed 60.3 
percent of his passes for 1,920 yards and 
seven touchdowns but was intercepted 18 
times. 

Beuerlein has the luxury of throwing to 
a group of receivers with more potential 
(if not experience) than almost any in the 
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country. Milt Jackson, who hauled in 28 
passes as a junior last year, is the veteran 
of the group. Sophomores Tim Brown (28 
receptions) and Reggie Ward both got 
some valuable playing time as freshmen, 
while Alvin Miller missed all but two 
games with a knee injury. 

Despite the loss of guard Larry Wil- 
liams and second-team All-America cen- 
ter Mike Kelley, the Notre Dame line is, 
as usual, well stocked. Senior guard Tim 
Scannell has All-America potential, and 
he will join returning starters Mike Per- 
rino and Tom Doerger, both senior tack- 
les. Junior John Askin is a probable start- 
er at the other guard spot, while senior 
tackle Ron Plantz will switch to center, a 
position where he has some experience. 

Notre Dame also boasts one of the na- 
tion’s best returning place-kickers, junior 
John Carney, who did not miss on any of 
his 25 extra-point attempts and only on 
two of 19 field-goal tries last fall. 

Eight starters return to a defensive unit 
that should be strongest in the middle. 
Junior Mike Kovaleski and senior Tony 
Furjanic, the latter an All-America hope- 
ful, give the Irish a strong pairing at in- 
side linebacker, while Mike Larkin and 
Robert Banks patrol the outside. 

Cornerback-turned-safety Pat Ballage 
and cornerback Troy Wilson anchor the 
secondary, where Faust can choose from 
several experienced backups. 

Juniors Wally Kleine, a 6-foot-8, 278- 
pound behemoth, and Mike Griffin hold 
down the tackle spots on a ferocious de- 
fensive line. 

In sum, Faust appears to have the man- 
power this year to support his always-opti- 
mistic outlook. But the schedule is not 
conducive to a championship season. 
Eight 1984 bow! teams appear, and Michi- 
gan, Penn State and Miami (Florida) will 
be played on the road, 

The latter will not be the threat most 
had imagined now that quarterback Ber- 
nie Kosar has forfeited his last two years 
of eligibility and turned pro, although 
Kosar’s replacement, Vinny Testaverde, 
and Coach Jimmy Johnson will dispute 
the point. 

According to Johnson, the 6-foot-5, 214- 
pound Testaverde, a junior, has a stronger 
arm and is more mobile than Kosar. “Los- 
ing a quarterback of Bernie's caliber 
would be devastating news for this foot- 
ball program—if we didn’t have Vinny,” 
the coach said. “All he needs is experi- 
ence, and he’s going to be getting plenty 
of that.” 

Testaverde will have a fleet of veteran 
running backs to help him in the back- 
field. The leader of this group is fullback 
Alonzo Highsmith, who rushed for 906 
yards (6.2 average) last fall. Halfback 
Darryl Oliver (407 yards rushing), Melvin 
Bratton and Warren Williams make this 
the deepest part of the offense. 

The Hurricanes are set at tight end, too, 


2 x 


with second-team All-America Willie 
Smith, who set a school record with 66 re- 
ceptions last fall. A consensus All-Ameri- 
ca, split end Eddie Brown, is gone, howev- 
er, and Johnson is short on experienced 
backups. 

The offensive line will be another weak 
spot for the Hurricanes. Tackle Paul Ber- 
tucelli is the only returning starter there. 

Johnson’s primary concern after an 8-5 
season (including a Fiesta Bowl loss to 
UCLA) is the reconstruction of a defense 
that allowed an average of 349.7 yards 
and 22.9 points per game last fall. To that 
end, he lured defensive coordinator Paul 
Jette from Oklahoma State to his staff. 

Jette has eight returning starters to 
work with, making his job somewhat eas- 
ier. Linebacker Bruce Fleming, who led 
Miami with 111 tackles last year, and 
tackle Kevin Fagan are the top players 
from that group. 

Jette’s specialty is tutoring defensive 
backs, an area in need of instruction. He 
will be working with returning starters 
Tolbert Bain, Darrell Fullington and Reg- 
gie Sutton to improve the pass defense. 

Like Johnson's philosophy regarding 
Kosar, Boston College Coach Jack Bick- 
nell is putting up a bold front about life 
after Doug Flutie, the Heisman Trophy- 
winning quarterback who graduated to 
the pros. 

“There’s not going to be another Flu- 
tie,’ Bicknell said, “but I'm not worried 
about who will be the quarterback. Who- 
ever fits into the system best will play. 
We'll lose the scrambling ability and we'll 
have more of a pocket, disciplined style.” 

The Cotton Bowl-champion Eagles will 
continue their commitment to passing, an 
offensive philosophy that Bicknell cor- 
rectly determined would provide Boston 
College a chance to compete on a level 
with the Penn States, Pitts and Notre 
Dames. Bicknell’s goal is to establish a 
quarterback production line modeled 
after the one that keeps Brigham Young 
prominent, and the heir apparent to Flu- 
tie is senior Shawn Halloran, who is six 
inches taller (6-4) than his predecessor 
but less mobile. Easing the transition is 
the return of vital components of a run- 
ning game that abused Houston for 353 
yards in the Cotton Bow! victory. 

Fueling that ground game is senior tail- 
back Troy Stradford. Despite missing 
nearly three full games with a hamstring 
injury, Stradford rushed for 666 yards (4.7 
average) and caught 37 passes for 432 
yards last fall. Tailbacks Kenny Bell and 
Steve Williams also are potent running 
threats. 

Gerald Phelan, the recipient of Flutie’s 
well-chronicled “Hail Mary” pass that 
gave the Eagles a last-second victory over 
defending national champion Miami last 
year, will be hard to replace. Flanker Kel- 
vin Martin goes a long way toward easing 
that problem, however, coming off a soph- 
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omore season in which he caught 37 
passes for 715 yards and 10 touchdowns. 

Sophomore Darren Flutie (yes, Doug’s 
brother) and junior Shawn Dombrowski 
are emerging as capable pass catchers. 

In another episode of “Family Ties,” 
Jack Bicknell Jr., the coach’s son, returns 
to his starting center slot. Joining him on 
an experienced forward wall are guard 
Steve Trapilo and tackle Shawn Regent. 

The defense is built around noseguard 
Mike Ruth. Bicknell has only one return- 
ing starter at linebacker, sophomore Bill 
Romanowski, but he is a good one, and 
there are several experienced backups to 
provide good depth. 

Such is not the case in the secondary, 
which will miss consensus All-America 
safety Tony Thurman, who led the nation 
in interceptions with 12. Bicknell will re- 
build around cornerback Neil Iton. 

West Virginia’s graduated personnel 
are not as recognizable as Flutie and 
Kosar, but their departures are no less 
critical. Eight offensive starters gradu- 
ated from the Bluebonnet Bow! champion- 
ship team, and the rebuilding task loomed 
as so severe that Coach Don Nehlen him- 
self has undertaken the offensive coordi- 
nator's job left vacant when an assistant 
defected to Pittsburgh. 

But fret not for Nehlen, who has Out- 
land candidate Brian Jozwiak at offensive 
tackle, a sound defense and a stable pro- 
gram around which to build. West Virgin- 
ia is 41-19 in five years under Nehlen, in- 
cluding three victories in four bowl 
appearances. 

Four players appear to be in the run- 
ning for the quarterback job vacated by 
Kevin White—senior Tony Reda, junior 
college transfer Ben Reed and sopho- 
mores John Talley and Mike Timko. Reda 
started a couple of games last year. 

The only returning starter at an offen- 
sive skill position is senior John Gay, who 
may switch from tailback to fullback to 
replace the graduated Ron Wolfley. Jun- 
iors Pat Randolph and John Holifield are 
experienced running backs who could 
step right in to starting roles. 

Other players expected to fill offensive 
voids are tight end Todd Fisher and wide 
receiver Robert White. 

Except for the spots manned by senior 
Chuck Jolliff and Jozwiak, the line will be 
virtually brand new in 1985. 

So is much of the West Virginia de- 
fense. Eight starters are back, and the 
unit appears solid from top to bottom. 

Hard-hitting safety Travis Curtis leads a 
proven secondary. That area had been a 
source of concern entering last season, 
but Curtis and returning sophomores An- 
drew Jones and Stacy Smith answered 
any doubts with their consistent play. 

The linebacking corps, featuring All- 
America candidate Matt Smith and Fred 
Smalls, is strong and deep. And the line of 
Brad Hunt, Jeff Lucas and David Grant is 


young but experienced. 

Another program that probably has 
progressed beyond demonstrating fear 
and loathing over graduation losses is the 
one at South Carolina, which if not for a 
flat outing against Navy would have 
played Oklahoma in the Orange Bow! for 
the national championship. 

The Gamecocks’ potent veer offense 
lost all five line starters, but Coach Joe 
Morrison hardly can complain. Not with 
the return of what Fazio regards as “the 
best quarterback combination in the na- 
tion” —Mike Hold and Allen Mitchell. The 
latter started 10 games and accounted for 
896 yards of total offense and 11 touch- 
downs, but the former passed and ran for 
1,474 yards and 12 touchdowns in relief 
and held the starting job at the conclusion 
of spring practice. 

“We may evolve into that situation 


Safety Joe Brooks is one of the major reasons why Gamecock 
fans are expecting big things in 1985. 


again,” Morrison said of the quarterback 
tandem, “but right now, Mike will be 
Number 1.” 

The Gamecocks’ loaded backfield also 
spotlights running backs Kent Hagood 
and Thomas Dendy. Hagood missed sev- 
eral games last year but still managed to 
rush for 551 yards. Dendy led the Game- 
cocks in rushing for the third straight 
year with 634 yards on just 103 carries. 

The effectiveness of this all-star back- 
field will depend largely on the ability of 
many young linemen to adjust to starting 
roles. 

South Carolina’s “Fire Ant” defense, so 
dubbed for its all-garnet uniforms and 
swarming tactics, figures to be more im- 
posing than the 1984 unit. The weakest 
spot is up front, where end Willie McIntee 
is the only starter back, but Morrison is 
sure that end Tony Guyton and tackle 
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Fitzgerald Davis will blend in nicely. 

Cornerback Chris Major is the ringlead- 
er of an experienced secondary that fea- 
tures Joe Brooks and Otis Morris, while 
Carl Hill is back after an outstanding 
freshman season in which he made 132 
tackles. 

Outwardly, the 4-6-1@Navyteam that 
humbled South Carolina would appear to 
be improved solely because tailback Na- 
poleon McCallum was granted an extra 
year of eligibility under an NCAA medical 
hardship ruling. 

What was forecast as a Heisman Tro- 
phy-contending season for the 6-2, 217- 
pound senior ended after two games be- 
cause of an ankle injury, but in his ab- 
sence, Coach Gary Tranquill discovered a 
competent passer in Bill Byrne. The quar- 
terback played in only eight games as a 
sophomore last season yet passed for 
1,425 yards and a school-record 11 touch- 
downs. 

Byrne will not have his top five receiv- 
ers from last fall as targets this year, but 
tight end John Sniffen and wide men John 
Lobb and Mike Ray should prove to be 
capable replacements. 

Junior John Berner returns to his full- 
back slot, while Chuck Smith and Mike 
Smith provide depth behind Berner and 
McCallum, respectively. 

McCallum was the nation’s all-purpose 
rushing leader in 1983, averaging 216.8 
yards per game. His productivity may be 
curtailed, though, because of a line that 
lost all of its starters to graduation. 

This is in marked contrast to the de- 
fense, where six returning starters line up 
in the seven front positions. 

All of Navy’s top tacklers from last year 
are back, including three who registered 
more than 100 stops each—linebackers 
Jim Dwyer and Mike Taylor and safety 
Marc Firlie. Firlie joins Steve Brady in a 
deep and talented secondary. 

The line, led by end Eric Fudge, returns 


all but one 1984 starter. 
One of the five—archrival 
made the most-publicized turnaround of 


the 1984 season. In their second season 
under Coach Jim Young, the Cadets par- 
layed a switch to the wishbone offense 
and the presence of a huge offensive line 
into a 7-3-1 regular season and a Cherry 
Bowl victory over Michigan State. This 
performance came on the heels of a 2-9 
finish in '83 and a .303 winning percentage 
since the academy's last winning season 
in 1977. 

Notable among the returnees for the 
nation’s leading rushing offense are Don 
Smith at guard and senior fullback Doug 
Black, who set an Army record with 1,148 
yards rushing last year. 

Halfbacks William Lampley and 
Clarence Jones also return to the back- 
field, which lost a 1,000-yard rusher in its 
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Coach: Jim Young ( 10-12-1, 2 years; 79-44-2 


overall, 11 years) 

1984 Record: 7-3-1. 

Offense: Wishbone. Defense: 52. 

Key Losses: Brad Allen, DE; Jim Gentile, LB; 
Eric Griffin, CB; Jarvis Hollingsworth, HB; Jim 
Jennings, DT; Jeff Karsonovich, OT; Vince 
McDermott, OG; Kermit McKelvy, CB; John 
Roney, LB; Nate Sassaman, QB; Mike Sears, 
DT; Bob Silver, S; Rob Ulses, NG; Dave Wool- 
folk, OT. 

Starters Returning: Offense (6): Doug Black, 
FB, 6-0/210, Sr.; Rob Dickerson, TE, 6-4/228, 
Jr.; Clarence Jones, HB, 6-1/205, Jr.; Ron 
Rice, C, 6-0/230, Sr.; Don Smith, G, 6-4/273, 
Sr.; Scott Spellmon, SE, 6- 1/179, Sr. Detense 
(2): Kurt Gutierrez, E, 6-2/205, Sr.; Doug 
Pavek, S, 6- 1/194, Sr. 

Key Returnees: Marty Baptiste, LB, Sr.; Jim 
Brock, NG, Jr.; Matt Buckner, CB, Sr.; Rob 
Healy, QB, Sr.; William Lampley, HB, Jr.; 
Darold Londo, S, Sr.; Tom Malloy, DE, Sr.; Dan 
Sauter, OT, Sr.; Craig Stopa, K, Sr.; John 
Thomson, S, Sr.; Lloyd Walker, DT, Sr.; Ben 
White, SE, Jr. 


BOSTON COLLEGE 


Coach: Jack Bicknell (32-14-T 4 years; 50- 
49-2 overall, 9 years) 

1984 Record: 9-2. 

Offense: Multiple. Defense: 52. 

Key Losses: Mark Bardwell, OG; Doug Flutie, 
QB; Scott Harrington, DT; Mark MacDonald, 
OT; Gerard Phelan, WR; Steve Strachan, FB; 
Tony Thurman, S. 

Starters Returning: Offense (6): Jack Bicknell 
Jr., C, 6- 1/250, Sr.; Scott Gieselman, TE, 6- 
5/240, Sr.; Kelvin Martin, FL, 5-9/159, Jr.; 
Shawn Regent, T, 6-4/279, Sr.; Troy Stradford, 
TB, 5-8/180, Sr.; Steve Trapilo, G, 6-4/272, 
Sr. Defense (5): John Bosa, T, 6-4/267, Sr.; 
Chuck Gorecki, E, 6-2/223, Sr.; Neil lton, CB, 
5- 10/185, Sr.; Bill Romanowski, LB, 6-3/233, 
Soph.; Mike Ruth, NG, 6-2/250, Sr. 

Key Returnees: Kenny Bell, TB, Sr.; Peter Cas- 
parriello, TE, Jr.; Shawn Dombrowski, WR, Jr.; 
Darren Flutie, WR, Soph.; Ted Gaffney, LB, Jr.; 
Shawn Halloran, QB, Sr.; Andy Hemmer, LB, 
Jr.; Eric Lindstrom, DE, Soph.; John Mihalik, 
FB, Jr. (RS/knee); Steve Peach, QB, Sr.; Jeff 
Simpson, DE, Soph. (RS/back); Bill Smithers, 
LB, Soph. (RS/knee); Steve Williams, TB, 
Soph. 

Top Newcomers: Brett Chicko, FB; Mark 
Kamphaus, QB; Keith Majors, FB (JUCO); 
David Thompson, QB; Tom Waddle, WR. 


CINCINNATI 


Coach: Dave Currey (2-9, 1 year, 42-45 over- 
all, 8 years) 

1984 Record: 2-9. 

Offense: Multiple. Defense: Multiple. 

Key Losses: Joe Apke, OT; Troy Bodine, QB; 
Tim Cannon, OT; Tom Egenolf, LB; Deno Fos- 
ter, WR; Caesar Rushing, DE; John Tushar, OG. 
Starters Returning: Offense (5): Rick 
Childress, G, 6-3/259, Jr. Nick Gotovac, C, 6- 
2/240, Sr.; McKinley Lancaster, FB, 6-0/198, 
Sr.; Reggie Taylor, RB, 5-7/170, Jr.; Robert 
Williams, FB, 6-2/210, Jr. (switched from TE). 
Defense (7): Terry Archer, DB, 6-1/190, Jr.; 
Nick Frankos, DT, 6-0/240, Sr.; Steve Howard, 
T, 6-4/250, Sr.; Boyd Jackson, LB, 6-1/208, 
Sr.; Dellano Kelly, DB, 6-2/180, Soph.; Rob 
Niehoff, DB, 6-3/194, Jr.; Brad Nothacker, DB, 
6-0/ 190, Sr. 

Key Returnees: Shaun Burdick, P, Jr.; J.H. 
Caldwell, LB, Soph.; Bill Davis, QB, Soph.; 
Daryl Huber, TE, Soph.; Bob Leshnak, LB, 
Soph.; Keathus Liggons, LB, Jr.; Danny 
McCoin, QB, Jr.; A.J. Nieman, QB, Soph.; 
Pervis Nolen, DT, Soph.; Ervin Owens, DT, 
Soph.; Arnez Perry, WR, Jr.; Jason Stargel, 
WR, Sr. (medical RS); Dave Warner, TE, Sr. 
Top Newcomers: Toney Catchings, LB 
(JUCO); Al McKinney, RB. 
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EAST CAROLINA 


Coach: Art Baker (first year at E. Carolina: 57- 
48-5 overall, 10 years) 

1984 Record: 2-9. 

Offense: |-formation. Defense: 52. 

Key Losses: Stefon Adams, SE/S; Jeff Bolch, 
P; Reggie Branch, FB; Ricky Nichols, FL; Greg 
Quick, OT; Norman Quick, OG; Jimmy Walden, 
TB; Henry Williams, FL. 

Starters Returning: Offense (3): David 
Kramer, G, 6-3/281, Sr.; Theo Livingston, 
T/G/C, 6-6/255, Sr.; Darrell Speed, QB, 6- 
0/210, Jr. Defense (6): Calvin Adams, CB, 5- 
9/175, Sr.; Aaron Carter, DT, 6-2/225, Sr.; 
Ron Gilliard, E, 6-2/225, Soph.; Leon Hall, T, 
6-4/250, Soph.; Gary London, S, 6-2/ 190, Jr.; 
Kevin Walker, CB, 5- 11/180, Sr. 

Key Returnees: Amos Adams, SE, Jr.; Tony 
Baker, TB, Sr.; Ellis Dillahunt, DB, Soph.; Tim 
Dumas, OT, Jr.; Keith Ford, S, Sr.; Jeff Heath, 
K, Sr.; Steve Jacobs, LB, Sr.; Ron Jones, QB, 
Soph.; Scott Lewis, TE, Sr.; Chris McLawhorn, 
FL, Jr.; Jeff Patton, TE, Sr.; David Plum, DT, Jr.; 
Anthony Simpson, FB, Soph.; Bruce Simpson, 
LB, Soph.; Tony Smith, WR, Soph.; Easary Ta- 
liaferro, DE, Soph.; Jeff Turner, CB, Sr.; John 
Williamson, DE, Soph.; Vernard Wynn, S, Sr. 
Top Newcomers: Todd Abrams, QB (RS); 
Burke Holtzclaw, QB; Travis Hunter, QB; Tim 
James, FB (RS); Brad Walsh, QB. 


FLORIDA STATE 


Coach: ‘Bobby Bowden (73-30-2, 9 years; 
146-62-2 overall, 21 years 

1984 Record: 7-3-1. 

Offense: |-formation. Defense: 3-4. 

Key Losses: Greg Allen, TB; Jessie Hester, FL; 
Roosevelt Snipes, TB (academically ineligi- 
ble); Henry Taylor, LB; Joe Wessel, S. 
Starters Returning: Offense (7): Parrish Bar- 
wick, C, 6-0/270, Jr.; Pat Carter, TE, 6-4/230, 
Soph.; Jamie Dukes, G, 6-1/270, Sr.; John 
lonata, T, 6-3/270, Sr.; Cletis Jones, FB, 6- 
0/220, Sr.; Hassan Jones, SE, 6- 1/200, Sr.; 
Eric Thomas, QB, 6-0/195, Sr. Defense (6): 
Darryl! Gray, LB, 6-2/230, Sr.; Fred Jones, LB, 
6-3/225, Jr.; Gerald Nichols, T, 6-2/250, Jr.; 
Todd Stroud, NG, 5-11/225, Sr.; Eric Williams, 
CB, 5-9/175, Soph.; Isaac Williams, T, 6- 
1/260, Sr. 

Key Returnees: Louis Berry, P, Jr.; Lenny 
Chavers, NG, Sr.; Kirk Coker, QB, Sr.; Dwayne 
Denson, TB, Soph.; Herb Gainer, WR, Soph.; 
Terry Griggley, 0B, Soph.; Darrin Holloman, 
FL, Soph.; Garth Jax, LB, Sr.; Martin Mayhew, 
CB, Soph.; Paul McGowan, LB, Soph.; Ulysses 
Roberson, LB, Jr.; Derek Schmidt, K, Soph.; 
David Schrenker, C, Soph.; Carlton Scott, WR, 
Soph.; Stanley Scott, LB, Sr. 

Top Newcomers: Keith Carter, RB; Eric Hayes, 
DL; Sammie Smith, RB. 


LOUISVILLE 


Coach: Howard Schnellenberger (first year at 
U. of L.; 41-16 overall, 5 years) 

1984 Record: 2-9. 

Offense: Pro-Set. Defense: 52. 

Key Losses: Ron Davenport, FB; Pete McCart- 
ney, OT; Benny Painter, DL; Kirk Perry, S. 
Starters Returning: Offense (9): Bruce Arm- 
strong, TE, 6-3/240, Jr.; Ernest Givins, WR. 5- 
10/160, Sr.; Howard Hood, T, 6-3/280, Sr; 
Junior Jones, FL, 6- 1/210, Sr.; Greg Pianko, C, 
6-3/259, Sr.; Keith Prince, G, 6- 1/260, Sr.; Ed 
Rubbert, QB, 6-5/210, Jr.; Willie Shelby, TB, 
5-7/180, Sr.; Mike Veto, G, 6-5/258, Soph. 
Defense (6): Don Cosby, S, 6-2/193, Sr.; Tor- 
rence Dickens, CB, 6- 1/195, Jr.; Mark Grandy, 
NG, 6-5/273, Sr.; Bobby Jefferson, T, 6- 
2/250, Jr.; Mike Minogue, LB, 6-1/220, Jr.; 
Anthony Moss, LB, 6-3/210, Soph. 

Key Returnees: John Adams, FB, Jr.; Ray Bai- 
ley, DT, Sr.; Matt Battaglia, LB, Jr.; Jon Cade, 
DT, Sr. (RS/ankle); Tim Chapman, DT, Sr.; 
Calvert Cole, CB, Soph.; Anthony Copeland, 
LB, Sr.; Eric Givens, S, Sr.; Jeff Griffin, QB, Sr.; 
Preston Gray, FL, Jr.; Rodney Knighton, TB, 
Soph.; Hernand Koubratoff, OT, Sr.; Tim Long, 
OG, Sr.; Bobby Rusely, LB, Soph.; Leonard 
Sullivan, TB, Jr.; Chris Thieneman, LB, Jr.; Eric 
Vaughn, WR, Sr.; Spencer Wells, OT, Sr. 

Top Newcomer: Calvin Dixson, WR. 
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graduated quarterback, Nate Sassaman. 
Senior Rob Healy, junior Mike Ryan and 
sophomore Tory Crawford are the top 
candidates to succeed Sassaman. 

Army put the ball in the air only 78 
times last year and ranked last out of 105 
Division I-A teams with only 592 yards 
passing. The return of Black and his back- 
field cohorts signals a continued emphasis 
on the running game, but dependable re- 
ceivers are available in Scott Spellmon, 
Ben White and Rob Dickerson. 

Protection will be provided by a line 
that lost three starters, leaving just Smith 
and center Ron Rice. 

Graduation also claimed nine defensive 
starters. Young is considering several po- 
sition changes in an effort to rebuild 
around end Kurt Gutierrez and safety 
Doug Pavek. 

Florida State’s reputation for annually 
playing one of the nation’s most demand- 
ing schedules is enhanced this year with 
road contests against Nebraska, Auburn, 
Florida and North Carolina, plus visits to 
Tallahassee by Miami (Florida) and South 
Carolina. 

But with 73 victories in 105 games 
under Coach Bobby Bowden the last nine 
years, who's to worry? Certainly not Bow- 
den, who after a 7-3-1 regular season that 
ended with a Florida Citrus Bow] tie with 
Georgia said, “We're not going to do a lot 
of things differently (in 1985), but we're 
going to try and do things better.” 

The Seminoles hardly can expect to im- 
prove an offensive unit that was third na- 
tionally in scoring, fourth in total offense 
and fifth in rushing, especially with the 
loss of school career rushing leader Greg 
Allen to graduation. Florida State’s pass- 
ing game was pedestrian, but Bowden 
promised only “minor adjustments. It’s 
like taking a car and replacing the bump- 
ers, not the whole engine. We want to 
throw better, not necessarily more.” 

The responsibility of throwing better 
rests with senior Eric Thomas, Thomas 
started hot but was injured in the eighth 
game of the season and wound up com- 
pleting just 48.5 percent of his passes for 
1,218 yards. Though his touchdown passes 
(14) to interceptions (four) ratio was good, 
he often looked shaky. Senior Kirk Coker 
performed well in relief and could figure 
prominently into Bowden's fine-tuning of 
the offense. 

The main passing targets will be split 
end Hassan Jones, who nabbed 28 passes 
for 501 yards and seven touchdowns a 
year ago, and tight end Pat Carter. 

A trio of 270-pounders, guard Jamie 
Dukes, tackle John Ionata and center Par- 
rish Barwick, bolster a strong line. 

Even with the loss of tailback Roosevelt 
Snipes because of academic difficulties, 
Florida State still could field a strong run- 
ning game. Senior fullback Cletis Jones 
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PAUL PALMER 


Running Back 


JOHN RIENSTRA 


Offensive Guard Temple 
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West Virginia safety Travis Curtis. FRED SMALLS 
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MEMPHIS STATE 


Coach: Rey Dempsey (5-5-1, 1 year; 71-50-1, 


11 years) 

1984 Record: 5-5-1. 

Offense: Multiple. Defense: 52. 

Key Losses: Derrick Burroughs, CB; Donnie 
Elders, CB; Rick Hechinger, OG; Tim Long, OL; 
Jack Oliver, OG: Punkin Williams, TB. 

Starters Returning: Offense (5): David East, 
C, 6-2/271, Sr.; Jerry Harris, FL, 5-8/178, Jr.; 
Enis Jackson, WR, 5-10/180, Sr.; Danny 
Sparkman, QB, 6-2/190, Sr.; Jeff Walker, T, 
6-4/297, Sr, Defense (6): Dennis Borcky, E, 
6-4/275, Jr.; Eric Fairs, E, 6-3/235, Sr.; Tim 
Harris, LB, 6-7/235, Sr.; Trell Hooper, S, 5- 
11/188, Sr.; Mike MacKay, NT, 6-1/271, Sr.; 
Octavian Sharp, LB, 6- 1/221, Jr. 

Key Returnees: Harold Beane, DE, Jr.; David 
Brandon, LB, Jr.; Bevin Carpenter, LB, Soph.; 
Kurt Crain, LB, Jr.; James Cribbs, DE, Soph.; 
Don Glosson, K, Sr.; Wally Hatfield, P, Jr.; Gary 
Hunt, CB, Sr.; Tomas Ingles, K, Jr; Edwin Love- 
lady, FL, Sr.; Teddy Owens, CB, Soph.; David 
Schmidt, OT, Sr.; Reginald Thompson, WR, Jr.; 
Jeff Womack, TB, Jr. 

Top Newcomers: Terry Douglas, TB (RS); 
Walter Hayes, TB (RS); Tim Humphrey, CB 
(JUCO); Virgil very, CB (JUCO); Pat Kenney, 
TE (JUCO); Jeff McFerran, LB (transfer from 
Vanderbilt); Keith Shirley, OG (RS); James 
White, TB; Damon Young, DB (RS). 


JAMI (FLORIDA), 


y year; 38-30-2 
overall, 6 years) 

1984 Record: 8-4. 

Offense: Pro-Set. Defense: Multiple. 

Key Losses: Eddie Brown, SE; Ken Calhoun, S; 
Dallas Cameron, DE; Dave Heffernan, OT; Ber- 
nie Kosar, QB; Stanley Shakespeare, FL; lan 
Sinclair, C. 

Starters Returning: Offense (4): Paul Bertu- 
ceili, T, 6-4/250, Jr.; Alonzo Highsmith, FB, 6- 
1/228, Jr.; Darryl Oliver, HB, 5-11/190, Jr.; 
Willie Smith, TE, 6-2/212, Jr. Defense (8): 
Tolbert Bain, CB, 6-2/185, Soph.; Kevin 
Fagan, T, 6-3/260, Sr.; Bruce Fleming, LB, 6- 
2/224, Sr.; Darrell Fullington, S, 6-2/184, 
Soph.; Derwin Jones, T, 6-4/268, Soph.; John 
McVeigh, LB, 6-3/223, Sr.; Victor Morris, T/G, 
6- 1/235, Jr.; Reggie Sutton, CB, 5- 10/182, Jr. 
Key Returnees: Benny Blades, DB, Soph. 
(RS); Brian Blades, SE, Soph.; Melvin Bratton, 
RB, Soph.; Andre Brown, WR, Soph. (RS); 
Jerome Brown, DT, Jr.; Selwyn Brown, DB, 
Soph.; Greg Cox, K, Soph.; George Mira Jr., 
LB, Soph.; Winston Moss, DE, Jr.; J.C. Penny, 
RB, Soph.; Brett Perriman, WR, Soph.; Daniel 
Stubbs, DE, Soph.; Vinny Testaverde, QB, Jr.; 
Rick Tuten, P, Jr.; Warren Williams, HB, Soph. 
Top Newcomers: Jeff Howard, DE; Tony Page, 
WR; Steve Walsh, QB, 


Coach: Gary Trang 
1984 Record: 4-6-1. 
Offense: Multiple. Defense: 52. 

Key Losses: Rich Clouse, TB; Ken Heine, FL; 
Joe Papetti, DB; Doug Rhodes, OG; Eric Ruth- 
erford, OT; Gregg Sears, C; Mark Stevens, TE; 
Eric Wallace, CB; Chris Weller, SE. 

Starters Returning: Offense (2): John Berner, 
FB, 6-0/217, Jr.; Bill Byrne, QB, 6-3/210, Jr. 
(missed three games w/ankle). Defense (8): 
Steve Brady, CB, 6-0/188, Sr.; Jim Dwyer, LB, 
6- 1/220, Sr.; Marc Firlie, S, 6- 1/203, Jr.; Eric 
Fudge, E, 6-0/200, Sr.; Dirk MacFarlane, MG, 
6-2/247, Sr.; Bob Plantz, DT, 6-4/246, Jr.; 
Mike Taylor, LB, 6-1/226, Sr.; Chad VanHul- 
zen, DE, 6-5/212, Jr. 

Key returnees: Frank Bijak, OT, Sr.; John Car- 
roll, DB, Sr.; Gary Carter, OT, Jr. (missed 
1984); Chris Castelli, OG, Sr.; J.D, Cook, DB, 
Jr.; Tom Doman, LB, Jr.; Pat Hoffman, OT, Sr.; 
Tom Judge, DE, Sr.; John Lobb, SE, Sr.; Vince 
McBeth, LB/CB, Jr.; Napoleon McCallum, TB, 
Sr. (RS); Tom Metzger, DB, Sr.; Mark Miller, 
OG, Sr.; Bob Misch, QB, Jr.; Dave Pimpo, MG, 
Sr.; Mike Ray, FL, Jr.; Greg Schildmeyer, TE- 
LB, Sr.; Chuck Smith, FB, Soph.; Mike Smith, 
TB, Jr.; John Sniffen, TE, Jr.; Todd Solomon, K, 
Sr. 

Top Newcomer: Vernon Wallace, DB. 


- 19-1, 3 years) 
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NOTRE DAME 


Coach: Gerry Faust (25-20-1, 4 years) 

1984 Record: 7-4. 

Offense: |-formation. Defense: 4-3. 

Key Losses: Mark Bavaro, TE; Mike Gann, DT; 
Mike Golic, LB; Joe Howard, WR; Joe Johnson, 
S; Mike Kelley, C; Larry Williams, OG. 

Starters Returning: Offense (6): Steve Beuer- 
lein, QB, 6-3/203, Jr.; Tom Doerger, T, 6- 
5/272, Sr; Milt Jackson, FL, 6-0/ 181, Sr.; Mike 
Perrino, T, 6-5/274, Sr.; Allen Pinkett, TB, 5- 
9/183, Sr.; Tim Scannell, G, 6-4/277, Sr. De- 
fense (8): Robert Banks, LB, 6-5/234, Jr.; Pat 
Ballage, S, 6-2/ 190, Sr.; Tony Furjanic, LB, 6- 
2/231, Sr.; Mike Griffin, T, 6-4/254, Jr.; Wally 
Kleine, T, 6-8/278, Jr.; Mike Kovaleski, LB, 6- 
2/218, Jr.; Steve Lawrence, S, 6-0/186, Jr.; 
Troy Wilson, CB, 5-11/173, Jr. 

Key Returnees: John Askin, OG, Jr.; Tim 
Brown, SE, Soph.; John Carney, K, Jr.; Rick Di- 
Bernardo, LB, Sr.; Greg Dinges, DT, Sr.; Eric 
Dorsey, DT, Sr.; Cedric Figaro, LB, Soph.; 
Hiawatha Francisco, S, Jr.; Mike Haywood, CB, 
Sr.; Alonzo Jefferson, TB, Jr.; Chuck Lanza, C, 
Jr.; Mike Larkin, LB, Sr.; John McCabe, LB, Sr.; 
Alvin Miller, SE, Jr.; Ron Plantz, OL, Sr.; Marv 
Spence, CB, Jr.; Frank Stams, FB, Soph.; Reg- 
gie Ward, FL, Soph.; Ron Weissenhofer, LB, 
Sr.; Brandy Wells, CB, Soph. 

Top Newcomers: Ned Bolcar, LB; Mark Green, 
TB/DB; Marty Lippincott, OT. 


Coach: Joe Paterno ( 176-43-1, 19 years) 
1984 Record: 6-5. 

Offense: Multiple. Defense: Multiple. 

Key Losses: Nick Gancitano, K; Carmen Ma- 
sciantonio, LB; Doug Strang, QB. 

Starters Returning: Offense (6): Herb Bel- 
lamy, SE, 6-0/193, Jr.; Chris Conlin, T, 6- 
3/264, Jr.; Dean DiMidio, TE, 6-3/219, Sr.; D.J. 
Dozier, TB, 6- 1/204, Jr.; Mitch Frerotte, G, 6- 
3/252, Jr.; Steve Smith, FB, 6- 1/226, Sr.; De- 
fense (9): Shane Conlan, LB, 6-3/217, Sr.; 
Don Graham, LB, 6-2/235, Sr.; Lance Hamil- 
ton, CB, 5-11/183, Sr.; Ray Isom, S, 5-9/176, 
Jr.; Dan Morgan, E, 6-6/261, Sr.; Todd Moules, 
T, 6-1/262, Sr. (may switch to OG); Mike 
Russo, T, 6- 1/258, Jr.; Bob White, E, 6-2/237, 
Sr.; Michael Zordich, S, 5- 11/205, Sr, 

Key Returnees: Rogers Alexander, LB, Sr.; 
George Alpert, FL, Jr.; Trey Bauer, LB, Jr.; 
Duffy Cobbs, DB, Sr,; Pete Curkendall, DT, 
Soph.; Dwayne Downing, DB, Soph.; Marques 
Henderson, DB, Soph.; Tim Johnson, DE, Jr.; 
Massimo Manca, K, Sr.; Bob Ontko, LB, Sr.; 
Steve Seebacher, OT, Jr.; John Shaffer, QB, 
Jr.; Mark Sickler, OG, Jr.; Mike Uhlar, DE, 
Soph.; Kevin Woods, TB, Soph. 

Top Newcomers: Mike Alexander, WR 
(JUCO); Quintus McDonald, LB; Blair Thomas, 
RB; Michael Timpson, WR. 


PITTSBURGH 


Coach: Foge Fazio (20-13-2, 3 years) 

1984 Record: 3-7-1. 

Offense: Multiple. Defense: Multiple. 

Key Losses: Caesar Aldisert, LB; Troy Benson, 
LB; Jeff Casper, WR; Chris Doleman, DE; Bill 
Fralic, OT; Bill Wallace, WR. 

Starters Returning: Offense (4): John Conge- 
mi, QB, 6-0/185, Sr.; Randy Dixon, T, 6- 
4/286, Jr.; Charles Gladman, HB, 5-11/200, 
Soph.; Barry Pettyjohn, G/C, 6-5/255, Sr. De- 
fense (6): Dennis Atiyeh, MG, 6-1/245, Sr.; 
Bill Callahan, S, 6-0/195, Sr.; Walter Johnson, 
T, 6-2/240, Jr.; John Lewis, CB, 5- 10/175, Sr.; 
Reggie Smith, S, 6-2/ 195, Jr.; Tony Woods, E, 
6-4/225, Jr. 

Key Returnees: Steve Apke, DE/LB, Jr.; Teryl 
Austin, S, Soph.; Mark Brasco, K, Soph.; Tony 
Brown, OT, Sr.; Bob Buczkowski, DT, Sr.; Mike 
Dorundo, OG, Sr.; Lorenzo Freeman, DT, Jr.; 
Chris Jelic, QB/P, Sr.; Quintin Jones, CB, 
Soph.; Bill McCormick, S, Sr.; Chuck Scales, 
FL, Jr.; Bob Schilken, DL, Sr.; Bob Sign, C, 
Soph.; Matt Stennett, WR, Jr.; Darnell Stone, 
FB, Sr.; Keith Tinsley, CB, Jr.; Dante Wiley, 
DB/QB, Soph.; Chuck Williams, DL, Soph,; 
Clint Wilson, TE, Sr. (medical RS). 

Top Newcomers: Brian Davis, HB; Joe Felitsky, 
QB (transfer from Notre Dame). 


The Sporting News 1985 College Football Yearbook 


rushed for 631 yards (5.3 average) while 
functioning mainly as a blocker for Allen 
and Snipes. The No. | tailback now is sen- 
ior Tony Smith, who was injured most of 
last season. A couple of highly recruited 
youngsters, freshman Sammie Smith and 
sophomore Dwayne Denson, also could 
make waves this year. 

Bowden is concerned about his defen- 
sive backfield. Seven seniors from that 
group have departed, so Bowden must re- 
build around sophomores Eric Williams 
and Martin Mayhew. 

The rest of the defense is far more 
solid. Tackle Isaac Williams is the stand- 
out on a veteran forward wall, and Fred 
Jones (105 tackles) and Darryl Gray cre- 
ate a good linebacker situation, 

What goes up must come down. Some 
football programs manage to avoid lend- 
ing credence to that maxim, but Virginia 
Tech appears destined to prove it in 1985. 

The Hokies went 8-3 before losing to Air 
Force in the Independence Bowl last 
year, thus posting their fifth straight win- 
ning season. The strength of that team 
was a defense that ranked second nation- 
ally against scoring and third in total de- 
fense. But seven starters are gone from 
that unit—most notably Outland Trophy 
winner Bruce Smith at tackle and defen- 
sive back Ashley Lee—and the Hokies will 
be hard-pressed to remain among the top 
independents with the remnants of that 
team and a tough schedule. 

The return of tackle Morgan Roane and 
noseguard Mark Webb indicates that the 
line will not have to be completely sal- 
vaged, but such is not the case in the sec- 
ondary, where no starters are back. The 
least questionable part of the defense is 
the linebacking, which features Vince 
Daniels and Paul Nelson. 

Coach Bill Dooley is counting on a 
strong group of tailbacks to propel the 
Virginia Tech offense. Team-leading rush- 
er Maurice Williams (574 yards) returns 
along with Eddie Hunter, Desmar Becton 
and Otis Copeland, who is back after leav- 
ing school for personal reasons. 

It is uncertain whether seniors Mark 
Cox and Todd Greenwood will share the 
quarterback job again this year. Neither 
was particularly effective in 1984. 

Dooley has a good pair of receivers in 
wingback Terrence Howell and split end 
Donald Wayne Shell. 

At Louisville, speculation had been 
rampant throughout Bob Weber's five 
seasons—all losing ones—that the school 
would de-emphasize football. But when 
Weber resigned under fire last season, the 
university moved in a direction radically 
different from what had been rumored by 
signing Howard Schnellenberger, the ar- 
chitect of Miami's 1983 national cham- 
pionship team, to a multiyear contract. 

Enthusiasm for Cardinals football is at 
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RUTGERS 


Coach: Dick Anderson (7-3, 1 year) 

1984 Record: 7-3. 

Offense: Multiple. Defense: 50. 

Key Losses: Alan Andrews, TE; Andrew Baker, 
FL; Barry Buchowski, DT; Joe DiGilio, C; Lionel 
Washington, DE; Harold Young, CB. 

Starters Returning: Offense (7): Mike Bren- 
ner, T, 6-0/265, Sr.; Lee Getz, G, 6-3/245, Sr.; 
Eric Hochberg, QB, 6-2/200, Sr.; Jim Keating, 
T, 6-3/245, Sr.; Albert Smith, TB, 6-0/215, Sr.; 
Clement Udovich, G, 6-3/240, Sr.; Vernon Wil- 
liams, FB, 6-0/215, Sr.; Defense (7): Tom 
Duffy, E, 6-4/230, Soph.; Jacque LaPrarie, S, 
6- 1/205, Sr.; Roy Oake, LB, 6-2/230, Sr.; 
George Pickel, T, 6- 1/235, Sr.; Tony Sagnella, 
T, 6-5/260, Sr.; Tyronne Stowe, LB, 6-3/220, 
Jr.; Steve Twamley, CB, 5- 11/180, Jr. 

Key Returnees: Tony Angstadt, K, Sr.; Matt 
Bachman, LB, Jr. (medical RS); Bruce Camp- 
bell, TE, Andre Cox, LB, Jr. (medical RS); 
Mike Dillon, G, Sr.; Scott Drake, TE, Sr.; Jay 
Getzendanner, DT, Sr.; Marshall Haegely, OT, 
Jr.; Paul Halada, DE, Sr.; Doug Kokoskie, DT, 
Soph.; Dan McHarris, DB, Soph.; Luis Moro, 
DB, Sr.; Jim Pickel, LB, Sr.; Roger Pollard, DB, 
Jr.; Herndon Sims, DB, Sr.; Curtis Stephens, 
RB, Jr. 

Top Newcomers: Scott Erney, QB. 


SOUTH CAROLINA 


Coach: Joe Morrison (15-8, 2 years) 

1984 Record: 10-1. 

Offense: Veer. Defense: Multiple. 

Key Losses: Bill Barnhill, OT; Bryant Gilliard, S; 
Ira Hillary, FL; Quinton Lewis, RB; James 
Seawright, LB; James Sumpter, DE; Paul 
Vogel, LB; Chris Wade, SE; Del Wilkes, OG; 
Carl Womble, OT; Frank Wright, DT. 

Starters Returning: Offense (4): Thomas 
Dendy, RB, 5-10/183, Sr.; Kent Hagood, FB, 
5-11/215, Sr. (missed several games w/bro- 
ken leg); Allen Mitchell, QB, 6-0/175, Sr.; Eric 
Poole, WR, 6-0/185, Sr. Defense (5): Joe 
Brooks, S, 6- 1/182, Jr.; Carl Hill, LB, 6-2/190, 
Soph.; Chris Major, CB, 5-8/172, Jr.; Willie 
Mcintee, E, 6-2/222, Jr.; Otis Morris, CB, 5- 
9/177, Jr. 

Key Returnees: Raynard Brown, TB, Jr.; Ricky 
Daniels, DE, Soph.; Fitzgerald Davis, DT, Jr.; 
Shed Diggs, LB, Soph.; Tony Guyton, DE, Sr.; 
Scott Hagler, K, Jr.; Roy Hart, DT, Soph. 
(medical RS); Mike Hold, QB, Sr. Bill Lasse, 
OT, Soph.; Brendan McCormack, DT, Soph.; 
Skip Minton, S, Sr.; David Poinsett, OG, Soph.; 
Lennie Rivera, NG, Soph.; Ken Robinson, LB, 
Sr. (medical RS); Anthony Smith, RB, Jr. 

Top Newcomers: Ryan Bethea, TE/WR; Todd 
Ellis, QB; Kevin Hendrix, DE (RS); David 
Hodge, L; Derrick Little, DE; Ken Sally, S. 


SOUTHERN MISSISSIPPI 


Coach: Jim Carmody (18-15, 3 years) 

1984 Record: 4-7. 

Offense: |- formation. Defense: 52. 

Key Losses: Scott Allen, S; Richard Byrd, DT; 
Randy Campbell, OG; Sam Dejarnette, RB; 
Greg Haeusler, LB; Chris Jackson, DE; Willie B. 
Moore, DE; Fred Richards, C. 

Starters Returning: Offense (4): Robert 
Ducksworth, QB, 5- 10/195, Sr.; Chris Haag, T, 
6- 1/256, Sr.; Andrew Mott, SE, 5- 10/185, Jr.; 
Edward Wilson, FL, 5-10/175, Sr. Defense 
(6): James Cooper, CB, 5-9/187, Sr.; Greg 
Dampeer, E, 6- 1/225, Sr.; Bobo Harris, CB, 5- 
9/183, Sr.; Tracy Oakley, NG, 6- 1/260, Sr.; Kip 
Smith, T, 6-4/250, Sr.; Tim Smith, S, 5- 
11/188, Jr. 

Key Returnees: Vincent Alexander, TB, Jr.; 
Lyneal Alston, SE, Jr.; Andrew Anderson, QB, 
Jr.; Rex Banks, K, Jr.; Fred Baskins, DT, Sr.; 
Ken Bentley, C, Sr.; Doug Bolt, DT, Jr.; Ran- 
dolph Brown, FB, Jr.; Benny Draughn, OT, Sr.; 
Tim Hallman, OG, Soph.; Onesimus Henry, LB, 
Soph.; Carl Jones, FB, Soph.; Billy Knighton, P, 
Soph.; Keith Lauderdale, TB, Jr.; Chris McGee, 
SE, Soph.; Chal Pace, DE, Sr.; Eric Redd, LB, 
Soph.,; Robert Ray Stallings, TE, Sr. 

Top Newcomers: Mike Fox, OG (RS); Vincent 
Rollins, S (RS). 


SW LOUISIANA 


Coach: Sam Robertson (25-27-2, 5 years) 
1984 Record: 6-5. 

Offense: Multiple. Defense: Multiple. 

Key Losses: Charles Bennett, DT; Chris Bou- 
dreaux, OG; Fred DeJean, DE; Don Wallace, 
QB. 

Starters Returning: Offense (6): Carl Isaac, 
TE, 6-1/222, Jr.; Thomas Jackson, FB, 5- 
11/209, Sr.; Welton Morgan, WR, 6- 1/190, Sr.; 
Pierre Perkins, WR, 5-11/181, Sr.; Victor 
Shepherd, T, 6-3/264, Sr.; Dwayne Williams, 
TB, 5-9/194, Jr. Defense (7): Clarence Glenn, 
S, 6-1/188, Sr.; Chris Jacobs, LB, 5-11/220, 
Sr.; Steve Judice, S, 5-9/ 188, Jr.; Scott Sibille, 
NG, 5-10/230, Sr.; Elton Slater, CB, 5- 11/186, 
Jr.; Kevin Sorice, T, 6-3/250, Sr.; Steve Spin- 
ella, LB, 5-11/225, Sr. 

Key Returnees: Danny Alexander, C, Sr.; Dave 
Brammell, LB, Sr.; Cariton Burris, DE, Jr.; Clint 
Campbell, QB, Soph.; Benny Carey, NG, Jr.; 
Stuart Chambliss, OG, Sr.; Joe DeForest, DE, 
Sr.; Bertrand Green, FB, Sr.; Jay Hebert, OG, 
Soph.; Jed Hebert, DT, Soph.; Byron Mc- 
Gowan, CB, Sr. (medical RS); Chris Morrow, 
OL, Sr.;.Quinten Thomas, DE, Jr.; Tim Williams, 
LB, Sr. 

Top Newcomer: Karl Bernard, TB (transfer 
from LSU). 


SYRACUSE 


Coach: Dick MacPherson (18-25-1, 4 years); 
63-52-2 overall, 11 years) 

1984 Record: 6-5. 

Offense: Multiple. Defense: 3-4. 

Key Losses: Gerry Allen, LB; Vic Bellamy, DB; 
Jaime Covington, RB; Ron Hobby, DB; Jamie 
Kimmel, LB; Bernie King, LB; John Roos, DB. 
Starters Returning: Offense (7): Bob Brotzki, 
T, 6-4/266, Sr.; Harold Gayden, RB, 5- 11/201, 
Sr.; Doug Marrone, T, 6-4/282, Sr.; Todd Nor- 
ley, QB, 6- 1/196, Sr.; Scott Schwedes, WR, 5- 
11/170, Jr.; Mike Siano, WR, 6-4/215, Sr.; Jim 
Tait, TE, 6-4/225, Sr. Defense (4): Tim Green, 
T, 6-2/246, Sr.; Ted Gregory, NG, 6-1/242, 
Soph.; David Lee, CB, 5-10/174, Sr.; Rudy 
Reed, LB, 5- 11/230, Sr. 

Key Returnees: Lynwood Alford, LB, Sr.; Greg 
Bell, LB, Soph.; Wes Dove, DT, Jr.; Jim Fox, P, 
Jr.; Mike Kmetz, QB, Jr.; Don McAulay, K, Sr.; 
Don McPherson, QB, Soph.; Walter Moseley, 
RB, Jr.; Tim Pidgeon, LB, Jr.; Tom Watson, DL, 
Soph. 

Top Newcomers: Byron Abraham, RB, Soph. 
( transfer from Notre Dame); David Bavaro, LB; 
Tommy Kane, WR (RS); Jeff Mangram, DB 
(RS); Markus Paul, DB. 


TEMPLE 


Coach: Bruce Arians (10-12, 2 years) 

1984 Record: 6-5. 

Offense: Multiple. Defense: 4-3. 

Key Losses: Scott Andrien, TE; Kurt Bam- 
berger, OL; Russell Carter, WR; Chuck Cohen, 
DL; Paul Darragh, LB; Tim Hanley, DE; Andy 
Locust, DB; Don McMullin, TE; Greg Pronko, 
WR; Ed Schubeck, LB; Anthony Young, S. 
Starters Returning: Offense (8): Trent Cone- 
lias, G, 6-1/255, Sr.; Eric Coss, T, 6-2/270, 
Sr.; Willie Marshall, WR, 6-2/185, Jr.; Paul 
Palmer, RB, 5-9/175, Jr.; Shelley Poole, FB, 
5-10/210, Jr.; John Rienstra, G, 6-4/280, Sr.; 
Lee Saltz, QB, 6-0/180, Jr.; Lloyd Yancey, T, 
6-5/275, Sr. Defense (5): Todd Bowles, LB, 
6-2/210, Sr.; Doug Davis, L, 6-0/245, Sr.; 
Pervis Herder, DB, 6-1/180, Jr.; Bob Pilkaus- 
kas, LB, 6-1/225, Jr.; Jeff Ward, E, 6-1/230, 
Jr. 

Key Returnees: Larry Brewton, DB, Jr.; Jim 
Cooper, K, Jr.; Chris D'Amico, LB, Jr.; Steve 
Domonoski, LB, Jr.; Keith Gloster, WR, Soph.; 
Mike Hinnant, TE, Soph.; Ralph Jarvis, DE, 
Soph.; Eddie Parker, DB, Soph.; Ellis Primus, 
WR, Jr.; Sean Roscoe, WR, Soph.; Craig 
Sawyer, RB, Soph.; Arturo Weldon, LB, Soph. 
Top Newcomers: Victor Lay, QB; Tim Marconi, 
TE; Carl Marshall, DB (JUCO). 
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TULANE 


Coach: Mack Brown (First year at Tulane) 
1984 Record: 3-8. 

Offense: |-formation. Defense: 50. 

Key Losses: Gerald Broussard, CB; Benny 
Burst, S; Craig Harrison, WR; Mike Jones, TB; 
Mike Popko, DE; Treg Songy, S; Tony Wood, K. 
Starters Returning: Offense (8): Cedric Alex- 
ander, T, 6-8/295, Sr.; James Campen, C, 6- 
3/248; Sr.; Joe Caravello, FB, 6-2/232, Sr.; 
Ken Karcher, QB, 6-1/208, Sr.; Larry Route, 
TE, 6-1/214, Soph.; Eliapo Sala, T, 6-6/263, 
Sr.; Jeff Wenzel, G, 6-7/262, Sr.; Marc Zeno, 
WR, 6-3/196, Soph. Defense (6): Dalvin Benn, 
T, 6-2/227, Sr.; Melvin Cromier, E, 5-11/217, 
Sr.; Burnell Dent, LB, 6-1/230, Sr.; Mike 
Landry, LB, 6-1/217, Jr.; Fred Stokes, NG, 6- 
1/230, Sr.; Kevin Tate, CB, 6-0/ 194, Jr. 

Key Returnees: Melvin Adams, RB, Soph.; Curt 
Baham, DB, Sr.; Greg Bobino, LB, Jr. (RS); 
Garry Cumby, S, Jr. (RS); Gene Harris, DB, 
Jr.; Bob Hirschfeld, OL, Jr.; David McLaughlin, 
QB, Sr.; Bryan Miller, DB, Soph.; Vincent 
Scaglione, DL, Soph.; Tyrone Vaughns, WR, 
Jr.; Richard Williams, NG, Sr.; Troy Wright, 
WR, Jr. (RS). 

Top Newcomers: Jim Bishop, OL; Winfred 
Bryant, DT; Thurston Harrison, DB (RS); Mark 
Jensen, DB; Terrance Jones, QB; Scott Schu- 
bert, LB; Ted Teske, LB; Marvin Williams, RB. 


VIRGINIA TECH 


Coach: Bill Dooley (48-30, 7 years) 

1984 Record: 8-3, 

Offense: Multiple. Defense: 52. 

Key Losses: Vincent Johnson, OG; Joe Jones, 
TE; Ashley Lee, DB; Bill Leeson, OT; Jesse 
Penn, DE; Bruce Smith, DT; Bob Thomas, DB. 
Starters Returning: Offense (6): Mark Cox, 
QB, 6-0/189, Sr.; Terrence Howell, WB, 6- 
0/228, Sr.; Eddie Hunter, TB, 5-10/193, Jr.; 
Mark Johnson, C, 6-2/241, Sr.; Tom Mehr, G, 
6-2/254, Sr.; Donald Wayne Shell, SE, 6- 
2/176, Jr. Defense (4): Vince Daniels, LB, 6- 
0/203, Jr.; Paul Nelson, LB, 6-3/203, Jr.; Mor- 
gan Roane, T, 6-5/240, Jr.; Mark Webb, NG, 
6-2/275, Jr. 

Key Returnees: Jamel Agemy, LB, Soph.; Andy 
Ambers, DB, Soph.; Desmar Becton, TB, Sr.; 
Tyrone Branch, TB, Soph.; Greg Brooks, TE, 
Sr.; Otis Copeland, RB, Jr. (missed 1984 due 
to personal reasons); David Cox, P, Sr.; Scott 
Cruise, OT, Sr.; Steve Ellsworth, SE, Jr.; Ray 
Fitts, DB, Sr.; Todd Greenwood, QB, Sr.; Steve 
Johnson, TE, Soph.; Victor Jones, DE, Soph.; 
Eric Martin, WB, Soph.; Kent Thomas, OG, Sr.; 
Joe Turner, DT, Jr.; Lawrence White, LB, 
Soph.; Maurice Williams, TB, Jr.; Carter Wiley, 
DE, Soph. 

Top Newcomers: Todd Grantham, OT, (RS); 
Joe Matyiko, QB/DB. 


WEST VIRGINIA 


Coach: Don Nehlen (41-19, 5 years; 94-54-4 
overall, 14 years) 

1984 Record: 7-4. 

Offense: Multiple. Defense: 52. 

Key Losses: Scott Barrows, OG; Dave DeJar- 
nett, OG; Scott Dixon, LB; Willie Drewrey, SE; 
Kurt Kehl, OT; Bill Legg, C; Dave Preston, LB; 
Kevin White, QB; Paul Woodside, K. 

Starters Returning: Offense (3): John Gay, 
TB, 6-0/216, Sr.; Chuck Jolliff, G/T, 6-4/255, 
Sr.; Brian Jozwiak, T, 6-6/290, Sr. Defense 
(8): Travis Curtis, S, 5-11/180, Jr.; David 
Grant, MG, 6-4/265, Soph.; Brad Hunt, NT, 6- 
2/270, Soph.; Andrew Jones, CB, 5-11/170, 
Soph.; Jeff Lucas, T, 6-7/265, Jr.; Fred Smalls, 
LB, 6-2/215, Jr.; Matt Smith, LB, 6-3/235, Jr.; 
Stacy Smith, CB, 5- 11/182, Soph. 

Key Returnees: John Barton, OG, Jr.; Derek 
Christian, LB, Sr.; Bryan Dick, DT, Jr.; Todd 
Fisher, TE, Jr.; David Griffith, C, Jr.; Mike Her- 
zog, DT, Sr.; John Holifield, RB, Jr.; Larry Hol- 
ley, S, Jr.; Tony Johnson, DB/RB, Soph.; Gary 
Pounds, OG, Jr.; Pat Randolph, RB, Jr.; Tony 
Reda, QB, Sr.; Van Richardson, LB, Sr.; Steve 
Superick, P, Sr.; Mike Timko, QB, Soph.; West 
Turner, LB, Jr. 

Top Newcomers: John Kempf, LB (JUCQO); 
Roman Nelson, RB; Ben Reed, QB (JUCO), 


an unprecedented level in Louisville, but 
Schnellenberger will be pleading for pa- 
tience. He inherits a team that lost nine of 
11 games in 1984, and among his oppo- 
nents are West Virginia, Syracuse, Hous- 
ton and his former employer, Miami. 

Easing the challenge for Schnellen- 
berger is an experienced offensive line 
led by center Greg Pianko and the return 
of quarterback Ed Rubbert (2,465 yards 
passing) and wide receiver Ernest Givins 
(33 receptions for 689 yards). Schnellen- 
berger wants to install a pro-style passing 
attack, but he was startled to learn the 
Cardinals threw a whopping 39 intercep- 
tions—28 by Rubbert—last season. 

Despite the return of safety Don Cosby 
and cornerback Torrence Dickens, 
Schnellenberger views the secondary as a 
potential weak spot defensively. The new 
coach will be looking for five defensive 
replacements to fill holes left vacant by 
graduation. 

East Carolina also has a new coach in 
Art Baker, the assistant head coach at 
Florida State last season and formerly 
head coach at Furman and The Citadel. 

Unfortunately for Baker, the Pirates, 
coming off a 2-9 season, welcome him 
with what is advertised as the toughest 
schedule in the school’s history. Louisiana 
State, Miami (Florida), South Carolina, 
Auburn and Penn State are included as 
East Carolina struggles for recognition as 
a viable major-college program. 

Baker inherits experience in the offen- 
sive backfield, led by three-year starter 
Tony Baker at tailback, who rushed for 
513 yards last year. The coach is expect- 
ing improvement at the quarterback spot 
as both junior Darrell Speed and backup 
Ron Jones return. 

Wide receiver, tight end and the offen- 
sive line all are short on experience. 

The Pirates do have at ledst one other 
offensive standout in place-kicker Jeff 
Heath, who made 13 of 16 field-goal at- 
tempts and all 23 extra-point tries last fall. 

The defense, which was shredded for 
115 points in the last three games of '84, 
requires “almost a complete overhaul,” 
Baker said. 

Tulane hired Mack Brown, who revita- 
lized Oklahoma's flagging offense last sea- 
son, to replace Wally English after three 
straight losing seasons. Brown has a 
growing reputation as an offensive mas- 
termind, and the Green Wave, which 
managed just 16.1 points per game last 
season, makes for a significant challenge. 

Brown can build from a nucleus of an 
experienced offensive line, but the back- 
field, led by Joe Caravello at fullback and 
either Ken Karcher or David McLaughlin 
at quarterback, is uninspiring. Tight end 
Larry Route (46 catches) is the Green 
Wave's top offensive player. 

The defense shows experience, but it 
must be noted the Green Wave yielded 
more than 351.4 yards per game last sea- 


Louisville’s optimism cen- 
ters around a new coach 
and the strong arm of quar- 
terback Ed Rubbert. 


son, despite the efforts of standout line- 
backer Burnell Dent. 

Memphis State was the talk of the 
South when it opened at 5-1-1 under first- 
year Coach Rey Dempsey. But the Tigers, 
plagued by turnovers, lost their last four 
games and muffed an opportunity to post 
consecutive winning seasons for the first 
time since 1977. 

Defense will be the focus of Dempsey’s 
second team, with the linebacking tan- 
dem of Tim Harris and Eric Fairs, who 
combined for 214 tackles last year, being 
marketed as All-America caliber. End 
Dennis Borcky anchors a strong line, 
leaving the backfield as a question mark. 

The offensive skill positions feature ex- 
perience, led by senior quarterback 
Danny Sparkman, but the line rates as a 
liability. The Tigers lost their leading 
rusher, tailback Punkin Williams, but that 
position remains strong with the return of 
junior Jeff Womack, who rushed for 509 
yards last year. Wide receiver Enis Jack- 
son and flanker Edwin Lovelady give 
Sparkman good passing targets. 

Up-and-coming programs among the in- 
dependents are those at Rutgers and 
Temple, but both schools face tough 1985 
schedules. 

Rutgers is laden with returning start- 
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ers on both units, and the primary source 
of optimism is the backfield of quarter- 
back Eric Hochberg (1,910 yards passing), 
tailback Albert Smith (869 yards rushing) 
and fullback Vernon Williams. Quality 
blocking will be provided by guards Lee 
Getz and Clement Udovich and tackles 
Mike Brenner and Jim Keating. 

Highlighting a potentially strong de- 
fense are linebackers Tyronne Stowe and 
Roy Oake. Anderson’s main concern is 
finding a replacement for cornerback 
Harold Young. 

Temple benefits from experience simi- 
lar to what Rutgers enjoys, and the stand- 
outs include running back Paul Palmer 
(885 yards rushing, 29 receptions), who 
runs behind senior John Rienstra, a top- 
notch guard. Rienstra is part of a veteran 
line that will protect quarterback Lee 
Saltz. 

Defensively, the Owls are deepest at 
linebacker, where Todd Bowles and Bob 
Pilkauskas will make themselves known. 

Robert Ducksworth probably won't 
make anyone forget Golden Eagles great 
Reggie Collier, but Southern Mississippi 
has developed another all-purpose back- 
field threat in the senior quarterback. In 
1984, Ducksworth ran for an impressive 
428 yards, although his 745 yards passing 
left much to be desired. 

The loss of running back Sam Dejar- 
nette will hurt, but junior Vincent Alexan- 
der (572 yards rushing) should be a capa- 
ble replacement. Split end Andrew Mott 
and flanker Edward Wilson are pass- 
catching threats. 

Coach Jim Carmody is concerned about 
two glaring holes at defensive end. The 
secondary, however, should be a strong 
point behind safety Tim Smith. 

Coach Dave Currey has made a few 
changes after suffering through a 2-9 sea- 
son in his first year at Cincinnati. 

Offensively, Currey will place a greater 
emphasis on the running game. The loss 
of strong-armed quarterback Troy Bodine 
and the return of running back Reggie 
Taylor, who rushed for 1,021 yards (5.2 av- 
erage) last fall, make that a sensible 
move. Still, junior Danny McCoin, the like- 
ly successor to Bodine, will be able to 
throw to such talented receivers as Jason 
Stargel, Arnez Perry and Dave Warner. 

Defensively, the Bearcats will line up in 
a 4-3 formation to give them an extra pass 
rusher. A lot of new faces are likely to be 
evident, too, even though seven starters 
are returning. 

Southwestern Louisiana secured its 
third winning season in five under Coach 
Sam Robertson by going 6-5 last fall. With 
seven starters returning on both sides of 
the ball, the Ragin’ Cajuns figure to con- 
tinue their rise to Southern prominence 
after only three years as a I-A indepen- 
dent. # 


Frank Dell’Apa covers college sports for the Bos- 
ton Herald. 
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DIVISION I-AA 


The Big Sky’s Falling 
On Upset Opponents 


By JIM POORE 


ime was when someone mentioned 
i the Big Sky Conference and the rest 
of the nation chuckled. 

Or just wondered where the Big Sky 
was. 

For those who had heard of the league, 
the Big Sky conjured up images of the 
land where the buffalo roam, where peo- 
ple set their watches by Old Faithful, 
where Butch Cassidy and the Sundance 
Kid used to wreak havoc on Union Pacif- 
ic. 

They’re not chuckling anymore—not 
since the Big Sky started wreaking havoc 
on the Division I-AA football scene about 
five years ago. 

The league may be out of the limelight 
most of the year, but when the I-AA na- 
tional playoffs begin, the rest of the coun- 
try is forced to take notice. 

“The Big Sky is a little bit removed 
from the rest of the country, so people 
tend to take us for granted,’ Montana 
State Coach Dave Arnold said. “I felt that 
a little this year. People didn’t know much 
about Montana State or the Big Sky.” 

When Montana State last year became 
the third Big Sky team to win the national 
title since 1980, it started to dawn on those 
from the more populated areas of the 
United States that some of the country’s 
best small-school football was being 
played in the vast Western frontier. 

How has the Big Sky, which is cut off 
from every other I-AA league by thou- 
sands of miles, become so successful? 

Ask a coach in the Big Sky and he'll list 
such reasons as the league’s balance, its 
competitiveness, its proximity to the foot- 
ball-rich West Coast and, above all, its 
love affair with the pass. 

The pass may be the Big Sky’s biggest 
advantage when the playoffs start. More 
than any other I-AA league, the eight- 
team circuit has taken to the aerial game 
like a bunch of teen-agers take to the lat- 
est Billy Idol video on MTV. 

The pass has long been a dangerous 
weapon in the hands of Big Sky teams. 
Before Brigham Young installed the pass- 
ing game that made it a national power, 
the Big Sky was tinkering with ways to 
advance the ball besides running with it. 
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Former Boise State coach Tony Knap was 
undefeated in 18 straight Big Sky games 
from 1973-75 while throwing the ball. 

The rest of the league caught on gradu- 
ally, and in 1980 Dave Kragthorpe moved 
from an assistant’s job at Brigham Young 
to Idaho State. Using the pass, Krag- 
thorpe, now the Oregon State coach, was 
able to snap an 18-game losing streak his 
first year and win the national champion- 
ship his second. 

Nevada-Reno, which has emphasized a 
running game, and Boise State, which 
tries to balance the offense, plus Montana 
to an extent, are the only Big Sky teams 
that do not live or die with the pass. 

All three of the conference’s national 
champions—Boise State in 1980, Idaho 
State in 1981 and Montana State last year 
—used the pass to win the title. Boise 
State, which had a strong ground game 
that included current National Football 
League running backs David Hughes 
(Seattle) and Cedric Minter (New York 
Jets), relied more on a balanced attack, 
but nevertheless, it was the pass that pro- 
vided the edge for the Broncos in the 
championship game against Eastern Ken- 
tucky. Boise State wide receiver Kipp Be- 
dard set a pair of I-AA playoff records 
when he caught 11 passes for 212 yards in 
the Broncos’ 31-29 win. Three of those re- 
ceptions came in the last 55 seconds of the 
game as Boise State drove 80 yards for the 
game-winning touchdown, which came on 
a 14-yard pass. 

Montana State’s drive to the title last 
year was an even better example. After 
going 1-10 in 1983, the Bobcats put togeth- 
er the best single-season turnaround in I- 
AA history behind the deadly passing of 
quarterback Kelly Bradley. 

During the regular season, Bradley, 
then a sophomore, completed 57.9 percent 
of his passes for 3,508 yards and 30 touch- 
downs. He continued to spark the Bobcats 
through the national playoffs. In the title 
game against Louisiana Tech, which 
boasted the top-ranked pass defense in I- 
AA, Bradley shredded the Bulldogs with 
32 completions in 57 attempts for 334 
yards and two touchdowns. 

“T think the nature of our offenses real- 
ly help us when we get in the playoffs,” 
said Idaho State Coach Jim Koetter, who 
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was an assistant coach on the Bengals’ 
1981 championship team. “We've had 
wide-open type offenses that really have 
scored a lot of points through the years, 
and that’s something different than a lot 
of teams in the playoffs have seen.” 

Idaho Coach Dennis Erickson, who took 
his team to the quarterfinals of the 1982 
playoffs before losing to Eastern Ken- 
tucky, agrees with Koetter. 

“A lot of it has to do with what we do 
offensively,” Erickson said. “You look 
back at the teams that won it, they have 
excellent quarterbacks. I think maybe our 
quarterbacks in the league are as good a 
quality as there are anywhere.” 

And that quality appears to be spread 
throughout the league. The Big Sky has 
shown remarkable balance, as indicated 
by the fact that no school has won consec- 
utive conference titles since Boise State 
did it from 1973-75. 

Such balance breeds a tremendous 
level of competitiveness. 

“T think this is the best conference in 
I-AA football,” said Nevada-Reno Coach 
Chris Ault, whose Wolf Pack made it to 
the 1983 semifinals before losing to even- 
tual champion Southern Illinois, 23-7. 
“Week in and week out you have to line 
up and have both ankles taped or you're 
going to get whipped. It doesn't matter if 
you're the first-place team or the last- 
place team. Two years ago when we won 
the league, Northern Arizona beat us, and 
they were last.” 

Said Koetter: “I just think our league is 
so competitive through the year that the 
team that wins it has to be a really sharp 
team.” 

Eastern Kentucky Coach Roy Kidd 
buys some of that talk, but not all of it. 
Kidd and his Colonels won the 1979 and 
1982 national titles, and in between they 
came in second to Boise State and then 
Idaho State. 

“Our league is pretty balanced here, 
too,” said Kidd, whose team is a member 
of the Ohio Valley Conference. “I feel it’s 
more the way they throw the ball. You’re 
not used to seeing it. You only have two or 
three days to get ready for it. It’s pretty 
tough preparing for it.” 

Kidd said Eastern Kentucky was able to 
stay close to Boise State in the 1980 cham- 


pionship game because the Broncos ran 
as much as they passed. But even before 
the Colonels lined up against Idaho State a 
year later, Kidd said he could tell by 
watching game films of the Bengals that 
their aerial game would pose problems. 

“I knew we were in trouble,” Kidd said. 
“We hadn't seen anything like that. We 
felt like we had to do a good job control- 
ling the ball.” 

Eastern Kentucky didn’t, and Idaho 
State went on to win, 34-23. 

Rhode Island Coach Bob Griffin has ob- 
served the Big Sky from both inside and 
outside the conference. He was at Idaho 
State from 1972-75 and has played against 
Big Sky teams in non-conference and 
playoff games. Griffin said he has noticed 
that the Big Sky’s approach to football dif- 
fers from the rest of the country’s. 

“We don’t have the societal emphasis 
on football they have in the Big Sky,” said 
Griffin, whose team plays in the Yankee 
Conference. “In Boise, football is a very 
big thing. In Bozeman (Mont.) it is a very 
big thing. It is a big event to a significant 
number of people. A lot of things in the 
community are tied into Big Sky universi- 
ties’ athletic programs in general. That 
emphasis given football makes a differ- 
ence.” 

While Griffin believes that other I-AA 
leagues are strong, he admits that three 
championships in five years give the Big 
Sky certain bragging rights. 

“They have to lay claim to being the 
premier conference,” Griffin said. 

Another major reason for the Big Sky’s 
success is that it has an edge in tapping 
one of the nation’s richest recruiting 
areas—the West Coast. 

The Pacific-10 Conference, the Western 
Athletic Conference and the Pacific Coast 
Athletic Association can’t accommodate 
all the talented players from the West 
Coast, so many quality athletes look else- 
where for a school. The westernmost I-AA 
college that is not in the Big Sky is in 
Texas, which means that coaches in other 
conferences must travel a long way to 
recruit players out of California, Wash- 
ington and Oregon. Most don’t, thus 
leaving that area ripe for the Big 
Sky. 

“In the old days, kids from 
California stayed in-state be- 
cause there wasn’t a scholar- 
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ship limitation,” Boise State Coach Lyle 
Setencich said. ‘A team like UCLA or 
Washington can only sign 30 (per year) 
now when they could sign 50 a few years 
ago. 

“You get more and more of a flow of 
even talent going to Reno, Idaho, Mon- 
tana, Boise, Montana State. It makes it a 
much more balanced league.” 

And a stronger one, too, because the 
Big Sky does not face a problem inherent 
in Midwestern and Eastern conferences— 
more schools in a smaller area, all trying 
to woo the top players. 

“We're going to get some kids from Cal- 


ifornia who aren't going to go back east,” 


Setencich said. 

If the trend continues, the I-AA national 
title trophy may not be going back east 
much, either. 


Doug 
Butler 


(Princeton) 


re 
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By SCOTT PITONIAK 


You couldn't really blame John Butler. 
The poor guy was merely trying to do 
what he thought best for his son. 

Offensive tackle had been the ideal spot 
for him when he played football at Arkan- 
sas as a reserve in the mid-1950s. So, when 
his son took up the sport two decades 
later, Butler just naturally assumed the 
boy wanted to follow in Dad’s footsteps. 

“He had me stuck on the offensive line 
for two years,” said Doug Butler, Prince- 
ton’s record-setting quarterback. “It’s a 
good thing he was my coach for only two 
seasons. Otherwise, I'd still be on the of- 
fensive line.” 

Not that Doug has anything against of- 
fensive linemen, mind you. Some of his 
best friends play there. It’s just that Doug 
Butler’s bazooka right arm would have 
been wasted at any position but quarter- 
back, 

“There’s something about throwing a 
football that I really enjoy,” the 6-foot-1, 
190-pound senior said. “It just seems so 
natural, But I realize that there is more to 
playing quarterback than throwing. I like 
the leadership aspect. I like the responsi- 
bility.” 

Butler really didn't develop into a com- 
plete quarterback until his senior year at 
Servite High School in Anaheim, Calif. 
Early that season, he beat out another 
strong-armed quarterback—Steve Beuer- 
lein, now the starting signal-caller at 
Notre Dame—and wound up earning All- 
Southern California Catholic League 
honors. 

Yet, despite his accomplishments, few 
major-college football recruiters beat a 
path to his door. 
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“I figured I'd end up playing for some 
small school in California,” he said. “But 
then I started to learn about the Ivy 
League and its academic programs. | 
guess my decision to come to Princeton 
was made after visiting the campus. To be 
perfectly honest, though, I didn’t know 
much about Ivy League football.” 

Ivy League football observers didn't 
know much about him, either, until his 
sophomore season. 

Butler began that fall as the team’s sec- 
ond-string quarterback, but his status 
changed quickly, After the Tigers fell be- 
hind in the 1983 season opener against 
Dartmouth, a game they lost, 21-3, Butler 
came in and completed 10 of 14 passes for 
110 yards. That performance convinced 
former Princeton coach Frank Navarro 
that Butler deserved a start. 

“I remember getting really sick that 
week leading up to my first start,” Butler 
said. 

He was even sicker shortly after kickoff 
that Saturday against Bucknell. Butler 
threw two interceptions and lost a fumble 
as Bucknell stormed to a 28-0 lead in the 
second quarter. 

“T looked up at the scoreboard late in 
the half and figured that was the end of 
my football career at Princeton,” Butler 
said. 

But Navarro sensed something special 
about Butler, and he stuck with him. The 
coach’s faith was rewarded. Butler fin- 
ished the afternoon with 417 yards passing 
and a school-record five touchdown 
passes as Princeton came from behind to 
win, 46-28. 

Princeton won just three of its eight re- 
maining games that fall, but with Butler 
at the controls, there were few dull mo- 
ments. “Air Butler” completed the season 
with 3,175 yards passing and 25 touch- 
down throws, both school records. He also 
set a Division I-AA record for most passes 
attempted in one game without an inter- 
ception (55). 

Last fall was a different story as “Air 
Butler” experienced plenty of turbulence. 
The quarterback’s interceptions went up 
from 13 to 18, while his passing yardage 
(2,179) and touchdowns (10) nose-dived. 

Some attributed Butler’s sophomore 
success to his outstanding receivers. 
Kevin Guthrie and Derek Graham each 
had more than 1,200 yards receiving in 
1983. But Guthrie graduated before last 
season, and that enabled opposing second- 
aries to gang up on Graham. 

“That might explain part of it, but I felt 
we still had enough weapons to take the 
pressure off Derek,” Butler said. “I still 
can’t figure out why we didn’t live up to 
expectations. We lost some close ones, 
and it just snowballed. 

“It took me a long time to put last sea- 
son into perspective. I had to keep telling 
myself that this is only a game, not life 
and death.” 

His mind is clear again, which is good 
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because Butler is learning a new offense. 

Ron Rogerson, who replaced Navarro 
as coach after last season, has sacked the 
Tigers’ pro-style attack in favor of the 
wing-T. 

One would expect the mere mention of 
a run-oriented offense like the wing-T to 
send shivers up the spine of a pass-happy 
quarterback like Butler. But it doesn’t. 
After talking with Rogerson, Butler’s 
fears have been allayed. 

“I like what he’s told me about the 
wing-T,” Butler said. “It’s a very flexible 
offense. You can pass with it just as much 
as any other offense. I heard where one 
year Scott Brunner passed for about 2,500 
yards with the wing-T. That’s not exactly 
three yards and a cloud of dust.” 

Rogerson admits that Princeton might 
not be an aerial circus like it was two 
years ago, but he doesn’t plan to remove 
most of the bullets from Butler’s six-shoot- 
er, either. 

“We have a kid with a great arm, and 
I'd be a fool not to take advantage of it,” 
said Rogerson, who came to Princeton 
from the University of Maine. “A lot of 
people have misconceptions about the 
wing-T.” 

Especially on the Princeton campus. 
Friends are constantly needling Butler 
about his role in the new offense. 

“They keep telling me that I'd better 
brush up on my handoffs because that’s all 
I’m going to be doing this fall,” Butler 
said, laughing. “We've won just eight of 19 
games the last two seasons. If handing off 
means winning, then I'll gladly hand off 
on every play.” & 


Jeff 
=¥ Miller 
= 


/ (Indiana State) 


By BOB DYER 


The Offensive Player of the Year in the 
Missouri Valley Conference last season is 
a computer wizard who grew up wanting 
to play basketball for Bobby Knight at In- 
diana. 

But Jeff Miller, a senior quarterback at 
Indiana State, soon analyzed the data and 
concluded that his sport was football. 

“TI was too small to play forward and too 
slow to play guard,” said the 6-foot-3, 210- 
pound Miller, who attended several of 
Knight’s summer basketball camps. “I 
was built for football.” 

Miller, a two-sport standout at Norwell 
High School in Ossian, Ind., was an all- 
state pick as both an option quarterback 
and a defensive back, although he was re- 
cruited primarily for his defensive skills. 

“That was the big reason we got him," 
said Steve Brickey, Indiana State quarter- 
backs coach. “We were the only ones that 


felt he could play quarterback.” 

Sycamores Coach Dennis Raetz had 
watched Miller since he was a sophomore 
in high school and was convinced that he 
could make the transition to a pro set. 

Miller didn’t get the chance to prove it 
when he first arrived on campus because 
he sat out his first year as a redshirt. But 
in 1982, he won the starting job early in 
the season and has held onto it ever since. 

Over the last three years, Miller has led 
the Sycamores to a 22-10 record (includ- 
ing playoff games) as a starting quarter- 
back. He did not start four other games 
during that span, and Indiana State was 
1-3 in those contests. 

The honors started rolling in his sopho- 
more season. In 1983, Miller set school 
single-season records for passing yardage 
(1,762 yards), completions (143) and total 
offense (2,088 yards). As a junior last sea- 
son, Miller nearly matched those numbers 
with 1,645 yards passing, 139 completions 
and 1,907 yards of total offense. The only 
blemish on his performance was his 14 in- 
terceptions (compared with nine touch- 
down passes), but he still was named the 
All-MVC quarterback. 

Miller, a good option quarterback who 
has been among the team’s top rushers, 
has made the grade in class as well as in 
football. He has a 3.7 grade-point average 
and was on the all-conference academic 
team the last three seasons. Thanks to 
that extra redshirt year, he already has 
earned enough credits for his degree in 
computer science, and this fall he'll be 
taking graduate courses as well as work- 
ing toward a second undergraduate de- 
gree in math. 

The computer whiz enjoys tinkering 
with the personal computer he purchased 
last year. While he doesn’t run programs 
specifically designed to help him exploit 
his own strengths and his opponents’ 
weaknesses, Miller does believe that 


Indiana State Coach Dennis 
Raetz has a good eye for quar- 
terbacks and his hunch about 
Jeff Miller proved correct. 


working with computers has made him a 
smarter quarterback. 

“Tt’s helped my train of thought a little,” 
he said, “although I don’t think I would be 
less of a quarterback if I was a music 
major.” 

There is, however, one major differ- 
ence between programming a computer 
and throwing a pass. 

“If a computer program doesn’t work, 
you can always rewrite it,” Miller said. “If 
a pass play doesn’t work, you can get 
decked.” 

Miller’s ability to read defenses and his 
accuracy have attracted the attention of 
pro scouts. 

“T don't have a shotgun arm, but it’s bet- 
ter than average,” he said. “Recognizing 
defenses and timing are just as important. 
My passes still get there in time.” 

Said Brickey: “He’s a good athlete, but 
his strongest aspects are his ability to put 
into practice what you teach him and his 
competitiveness. When the game is on the 
line, he wants to make the plays that win 
the game. I could coach another 30 years 
and not have one like him. He’s a helluva 
kid.” 

Miller's presence bodes well for the 
Sycamores, who led the Missouri Valley in 
total offense last season and return three 
top-notch receivers in Joe Downing, 
Terry Bell and Anthony Kimball. 

“We might lean toward the pass a little 
more because we've got all those guys 
back and we lost our running backs,” Mil- 
ler said. “But we've still got to be able to 
mix it up.” 

Raetz knows full well Miller’s value to 
the Sycamores. 


“I'd like to adopt him,” he cracked. “My 
only question is whether I’m smart 
enough to coach him.” 

Maybe Miller can run that question 
through his computer and let Raetz 
know. @ 


Doug 
Landry 


(La. Tech) 


(Lamar) 


By O.K. DAVIS 


One is called “Hit Man,” the other 
“Tank.” 

Nicknames only, but certainly legiti- 
mate handles by which to identify two 
Southland Conference stars who may well 
be Division I-AA’s best linebackers in 
1985. 

Lamar’s Eugene Seale is the “Hit Man,” 
a 5-foot-10, 236-pound pony keg of dyna- 
mite. Doug Landry of Louisiana Tech is 
“Tank,” who at 6-1 and 220 pounds is 
leaner but no less effective than Seale. 
Both players are team-leading tacklers 
and all-conference selections for two 
years running. 

“Imagine what they’d be like if they 
were on the same team,” Louisiana Tech 
Coach A.L. Williams said. “You could al- 
most build your entire defense around 
them.” 

For all practical purposes, Williams 
and Lamar Coach Ken Stephens are doing 
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that already. With talented players like 
these, it’s only natural. 

It also may be natural to assume that 
both players are headed for the pros in a 
year. They both hope so, but Seale, in par- 
ticular, may have a problem. 

“T know the scouts are probably saying: 
‘Hey, this guy’s too little. No way we're 
gonna take a chance on him,’ ” Seale said. 
“I’m going to be faced with the same 
thing that happened to me out of high 
school.” 

Seale now weighs only about 20 pounds 
more than he did when he left Jasper 
High School in eastern Texas, where he 
earned all-district honors. 

“Most of the schools who were recruit- 
ing me shied away at the last minute,” 
Seale recalled, “because they were wor- 
ried about my size. It was like they were 
telling me, ‘Hey, son, grow up and come 
back and see us later.’ 

Seale has made the most of his physical 
stature to become perhaps the best defen- 
sive player in Lamar history. As a sopho- 
more, Seale was named the SLC Defen- 
sive Player of the Year and a Division 
I-AA All-America after making a school- 
record 170 tackles. He almost equaled 
that mark last season when he made 167 
stops. 

“Every time I go into a game, I believe 
I can make 20 or more tackles,” he said. 
“That's a personal goal that I've set for 
myself ever since I started playing in col- 
lege. It’s an almost unattainable goal, but 
one that gives me something to strive for 
and work toward and one that makes me 
play at my best.” 

Seale has made 20 or more tackles six 
different times in his career and had a 
single-game best of 28 stops against 
McNeese State in 1983. 

“T put a lot of pressure on myself,” Seale 
said. “I try to be at practice 30 minutes 
before we start, and then I spend time af- 
terward running the steps and doing extra 
conditioning drills. Other players may be 
bigger, but I don’t believe any of them can 
outwork me. That makes up for my lack 
of size.” 

Seale’s accomplishments are all the 
more remarkable considering that he 
hardly even played in his freshman sea- 
son. 

“Well, not on defense, anyway,” he said, 
laughing. “I believe the coaches were 
maybe thinking I was one of the student 
trainers or something. I'd get in on some 
kickoff coverage, but never at line- 
backer.” 

Landry, on the other hand, began play- 
ing almost from the minute he showed up 
on the Louisiana Tech campus. He had 
been a highly recruited linebacker from 
New Orleans’ St. Augustine High School. 

“T had confidence that I could immedi- 
ately play in college and contribute quick- 
ly,” Landry said. “An athlete has to be- 
lieve in himself, and an inner confidence 
is something that I have always had 
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throughout my career. I realized there’d 
be some early adjustments, like getting 
used to the defensive schemes and termi- 
nology, but I was ready to do my part the 
minute they called.” 

Landry has answered the call many 
times in the last three years. His 178 tack- 
les as a sophomore in '83 was a school 
record. A year later, when he was in on 
135 tackles, he won the awards captured 
by Seale the previous season—SLC Defen- 
sive Player of the Year and I-AA All- 
America. 

Even as a freshman, there was a spe- 
cial quality about Tank,” a nickname 
derived from his childhood when his 
mother said he could run over his play- 
mates “like a tank.” 

Playing for former coach Billy Brewer 
in his first collegiate season, Landry start- 
ed during the second half of the year and 
finished fourth on the squad in tackles 
with 72. He also had two quarterback 
sacks and three fumble recoveries and 
earned SLC Newcomer of the Year 
honors. 

“I think having played that much my 
first year helped me gain even more con- 
fidence for the next year,” he said. “I was 
worrying a little about the sophomore 
jinx, but it never happened. I wasn't going 
to let it happen.” 

That type of attitude infected his team- 
mates and helped to propel the Bulldogs 
to an unexpected SLC championship and 
a berth in the I-AA national finals in 1984. 

“We've still got the preseason prognos- 
ticators shaking their heads,’ Landry 
said. “Nobody figured Tech would be in 
the conference race, much less make it to 
the national playoffs. Now that we have 
the taste for it, we’re sure planning on 
being back again this year.” 


Fred 
Harvey 


(E. Kentucky) 


By GENE McLEAN 


On Valentine’s Day, 1985, Fred Lee Har- 
vey Jr. got a card in the mail from his 
father. 

Harvey sat down and looked at the 
card. As soon as he had finished reading 
it, he wiped a tear from his eye, packed 
his bag and headed for the weight room 
on the Eastern Kentucky campus. 

The card, left lying on his desk, bore 
the postmark, “Union Correctional Insti- 
tute, Raiford, Fla.” 

“Every time I talk to my dad or get a 
letter from him, it motivates me,” Harvey 
said. “We are so close, and he wants me to 
be the best. I guess I’m living out both our 
lives, and I want to live up to the expecta- 
tions.” 
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Fred Lee Harvey Jr. is living up to 
everybody's expectations. Maybe a step 
or two beyond. 

As a sophomore middle linebacker in 
1984, Harvey led Eastern Kentucky in 
tackles, was tied for the team lead in in- 
terceptions and tied for fourth in sacks. 
He was named a second-team All-Ameri- 
ca in Division I-AA. He also was picked as 
the Ohio Valley Conference Defensive 
Player of the Year, which, as far as the 
league office can tell, makes him the first 
sophomore ever to win that award. 

Quite a year. But then, Harvey is quite a 
player. 

“He's an All-America, as a person and 
as a player,” Morehead State Coach Bill 
Baldridge said. “That's all there is to it. 
I've seen a lot of good players, and Fred 
ranks with any of them, anywhere. 

“The thing about him is that he is so 
dang aggressive and tough. He’ll knock 
you on your butt, then help you up. Then 
on the next play he'll do the same thing. 
The man’s tough.” 

A father’s love is responsible for that. 
As one of five children growing up in Ti- 
tusville, Fla., ina home where money was 
sometimes scarce, Fred Jr. had a special 
place in his father’s heart. 

“He was always Dad’s favorite,” said 
Fred's sister Alicia, who is on a volleyball 
scholarship at the University of South Da- 
kota. “Dad wanted us all to be athletes. He 
wanted us to play sports. But you could 
always tell Dad wanted Fred to be the 
best—at everything.” 

It started out with shooting pool. Then it 
was riding motorcycles. Next it was box- 
ing. When he was just 5, Fred Jr. got a 
punching bag. His dad rigged it up outside 
and became his manager. 

“Every day my dad would get me out 
there and work with me,” Harvey re- 
called. “He was my personal manager. He 
kept encouraging me. Then on Saturdays, 
we'd go down to the center and have 
fights. I got to be pretty good. 

“When I was 9 years old, I won the 
Golden Gloves championship in the state. 
The next year I fought this guy who was 
three years older than me and I beat him, 
but the judges gave it to him. I think his 
dad owned the sports place. After that, I 
just didn’t want to do it anymore.” 

So, Fred Jr. handed in the gloves and 
put on the pads. At age 10, he joined the 
Pop Warner Football League even though 
he was one of the smallest players in the 
league. But the coaches put him at defen- 
sive tackle, a position usually reserved for 
the bulkiest players, because they liked 
his aggressiveness. 

“When I was little I was kind of pudgy, 
and they put me at defensive tackle,” 
Harvey explained. “But the main reason 
was that I liked to hit people. It was fun. 

“My dad would come to every practice 
and to every game. He would sit up in the 
stands and encourage me. | think it was 
because of him that I got better. He just 
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Toughness and determination have molded Eastern Kentucky’s 


Fred Harvey into a top-notch middle linebacker. 


loved watching me play, and I loved play- 
ing for him. He and I were a great team.” 

Everything was fine. Fred Jr. was play- 
ing football. Fred Sr. was watching his son 
grow up and out. They were happy times. 

Until 1980. That’s when their lives were 
turned topsy-turvy. 

In May of that year, Fred Harvey Sr. 
was charged with trafficking, selling and 
possession of controlled substances and il- 
legal drugs, according to David Skipper, 
the information spokesman for the Flori- 
da Department of Corrections. 

Two weeks later, Harvey Sr. was con- 
victed and sentenced to a mandatory 25- 
year prison term. He cannot be consid- 
ered for parole until 2005, Skipper said. 
Harvey had no previous record in Florida, 
but “Florida has very strict drug laws,” 
Skipper said. 

The Harvey family was devastated by 
the father’s incarceration, especially Fred 
Jr., who at age 16 suddenly became a sur- 
rogate father. 

“He didn’t do it, I know he didn’t,” the 
junior linebacker said. “He got railroaded. 
But he wouldn't let the family fall apart. 


He told me I had to hold them together, 
that I was the man of the house now. And 
he told me to make him proud.” 

Harvey has done that. Even now, his fa- 
ther clips articles and pictures of his son 
from newspapers to hang in his cell. He'll 
never see his son play. But he dreams. 

Harvey's growth as a football player 
began when he was a sophomore at Titus- 
ville High School. He spent every day 
after school lifting weights with a friend. 
AS a junior, he built himself into a line- 
backer, and as a senior he became one of 
the best players in the state. 

But after a standout senior season, no- 
body thought that Harvey—a 5-foot-11, 
190-pounder with 4.7-second speed in the 
40-yard dash—was big enough or fast 
enough to play linebacker in college. 

“One day, Fred came home with tears 
in his eyes,” said Dorothy Harvey, Fred’s 
mother. “He said, ‘Mamma, nobody wants 
me because I’m too short.’ I told him, 
‘Honey, don’t you worry, the Lord will 
provide a way for you to go to school.’ 

It was only a couple of days later that 
Eastern Kentucky Coach Ray Kidd went 


to Titusville in search of linebackers. Har- 
vey caught his eye. 

“T went into this high school recruiting, 
and the coach just gave me some film to 
look at,” recalled Kidd, who recruits Flori- 
da heavily. “He thought he had several 
good prospects. 

“After I got through, several of the play- 
ers were in the room, and the coach 
asked me who I liked the best. I looked at 
Fred and told the coach, ‘I want that one 
right there.’ 

“Fred just leaped off the film at me. I 
knew then he'd be a great player.” 

After sitting out as a redshirt his first 
season, a year when the Colonels won the 
I-AA national championship and had a 13- 
0 record, Harvey jumped into the starting 
lineup in 1983. 

His freshman record was impressive. 
He led the team with 117 tackles and 
came up with six sacks. Size no longer 
seemed to be a problem. 

Harvey was even better as a sopho- 
more last season. He had 133 tackles, five 
sacks for 17 yards in losses, three inter- 
ceptions and a fumble recovery—all de- 
spite missing two games with an injured’ 
toe and not counting a playoff game. 

But that wasn’t good enough. Not for 
Harvey. Last winter he pushed himself 
even harder. He lifted more weights. He 
ran more miles. He watched more films. 

Now he looks like the Hulk, after meta- 
morphosis. 

“T really feel like I’m on a mission,” said 
Harvey, who has beefed up to about 211 
pounds. “I have a great incentive. Plus, I 
didn’t feel like I played all that well last 
year. People say I did, but I didn’t feel 
good inside. I knew I could have been bet- 
ter. And I don’t like that feeling.” 

That feeling intensified after the Colo- 
nels lost to OVC rival Middle Tennessee 
State in the first round of the I-AA nation- 
al playoffs. It was the second straight 
early exit for Eastern Kentucky, which 
had suffered a first-round loss to Boston 
University the year before. 

“I keep running that game (against 
Middle Tennessee) over and over in my 
mind,” said Harvey, who had 14 tackles 
and one sack in that embarrassing 27-10 
loss, the Colonels’ worst defeat in playoff 
history. “They were blocking me with two 
and three people, chopping at my legs, 
and I couldn’t do anything. I knew then I 
wanted to be better. 

“It takes heart. It takes dedication. lam 
determined. I want us to be Number 1 
again.” 

There are reasons why Harvey is deter- 
mined to get Eastern Kentucky back on 
top. Team reasons. Player reasons. 

And personal reasons. 

“The last time I saw my dad I had on 
my OVC championship ring, and he loved 
it,” Harvey said. “He told me then to get a 
national championship ring to go with it. 

“I really want that. I want to give it to 
Dad.” 
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Carmen Cozza 
Is Still Singing 
A Winning Tune 


By SCOTT PITONIAK 


armen Cozza still laughs about it 
CS: 40 years later. 

There he was, listening intently 
as his father, an Italian immigrant who 
spoke little English, tried to describe this 
strange American phenomenon he had 
just witnessed for the first time. 

“He was explaining to my mother in 
Italian what a foolish thing American 
football was,” said Cozza, who is begin- 
ning his 2lst season as Yale’s football 
coach. “It was hilarious, like some come- 
dy routine. Dad talked about how these 
guys wearing crazy uniforms and hats 
kept crashing into each other. I remem- 
ber him finishing the conversation by say- 
ing that he never wanted to see his chil- 
dren involved in such a silly game.” 

A few years later, when Cozza was at- 
tending junior high school in his home- 
town of Parma, O., he desperately wanted 
to play that “silly game.” But he knew his 
parents would never sign the clearance 
papers. 

“I got around it by having my older sis- 
ter sign for me,” Cozza said. “My father 
didn’t find out until a few years later. He 
wasn't too thrilled about it, but he had a 
change of heart when he learned that 
football was going to help me receive a 
college education. 

“It’s strange how things worked out. My 
dad always dreamed about me becoming 
a musician, but the truth of the matter 
was that I couldn’t carry a tune from here 
across my desk.” 

The man might not be able to sing, but 
he sure knows how to hit the high notes 
coaching football. 

Nobody has done that better in the 
three-decade history of the Ivy League. 
Cozza begins this season with a 125-56-3 
record and eight league titles to his credit. 
Several of his Ivy counterparts believe 
Cozza has an excellent chance of adding 
another crown to his collection this au- 
tumn. 

Cozza was an outstanding high school 
football player, but his real education in 
the sport came at Miami (Ohio) Universi- 
ty, which has since become known as the 
“Cradle of Coaches.” It’s easy to see why. 

Cozza had the good fortune to play for 
Woody Hayes and Ara Parseghian, who 
went on to become coaching legends at 
Ohio State and Notre Dame, respectively. 

Cozza also learned a great deal from his 
teammates, many of whom eventually be- 
came college or pro coaches. Among 
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The Yale Tradition 


Senior Mike Curtin should handle Yale’s 1985 quarterbacking 
duties. 


them were Bo Schembechler (Michigan), 
Bill Arnsparger (Louisiana State, New 
York Giants), John Pont (Yale, Indiana) 
and John McVay (New York Giants). 

Cozza was a good college football play- 
er—he started at defensive back for three 
years and also backed up at quarterback 
and running back—but his best sport was 
baseball. After graduating from Miami in 
1952, he played two years of minor league 
baseball. 

“In those days, it was tougher to make 
it to the major leagues because you only 
had eight teams in each league,” Cozza 
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said. “If I had stuck with it a few more 
years, who knows what might have hap- 
pened. But the minors didn’t pay well, and 
we had just had our first child. When a 
coaching opportunity came my way, I 
took it.” 

Cozza spent seven years as a freshman 
coach and then varsity assistant at his 
alma mater under Pont, his former class- 
mate. When Pont became head coach at 
Yale in 1963, he asked Cozza to come 
along. 

Two years later, Pont left for a similar 
position at Indiana, and Cozza took over 


the Bulldogs. 

He enjoyed tremendous success until 
the Bulldogs fell on hard times in 1983. 
Beset by a rash of injuries, Yale limped to 
a 1-9 record, the worst in the school’s long 
history. 

The bad times continued at the begin- 
ning of the '84 season as Yale stumbled to 
an 0-2 start. But the Bulldogs rebounded to 
win six of their last seven games and fin- 
ished in a second-place tie with Harvard. 

“T had always wondered how I would 
handle a situation like we had two years 
ago,” Cozza said. “I’m actually glad we 
went through it. The kids showed me a 
great deal of character. I figured if they 
could keep their heads up through such 
adversity, then I could, too.” 

Cozza’s goal this fall is to return the Elis 
to the top of the Ivy standings, a position 
they haven’t held since 1981. 

With 12 starters back (five on offense, 
seven on defense) and an influx of talent 
from an undefeated freshman team, 
Cozza might have the material to do it. 

Yale will be strong at the skill positions. 
Senior Mike Curtin is back for his third 
season as the Bulldogs’ starting quarter- 
back. Despite being hampered by injuries 
last fall, Curtin managed to complete 60 of 
121 passes for 718 yards and three touch- 
downs. He led Yale to last-minute, come- 
from-behind victories twice last season. 

Curtin may be pushed for the starting 
job by sophomore Kelly Ryan. Ryan dem- 
onstrated remarkable striking power for 
the freshman team last fall, completing 53 
of 100 passes for 908 yards and 11 touch- 
downs while being intercepted only twice. 

The Bulldogs also return their four 
leading rushers from a year ago—Ted 
Macauley (454 yards), Rick Koze (376), 
Mike Stewart (254) and Dave Kline (232) 
—and a skilled receiver in senior Kevin 
Moriarty. 

The big question mark is the offensive 
line, where just two starters return. 

The people to watch defensively are 
linebackers Carmen Ilacqua and Ardel 
McKenna, linemen Yves Labissiere and 
Dean Yacobucci and safety Mike Tjark- 
sen, who made five interceptions a year 
ago. Ilacqua led the Bulldogs in tackles 
with 128 despite playing with a broken 
bone in his hand. 

The secondary figures to be Yale’s 
weakest spot defensively. 

Pennsylvania won the title outright last 
fall after sharing the crown the two previ- 
Ous seasons. The Quakers have suffered 
considerable graduation losses, including 
six first-team All-Ivy picks, but Coach 
Jerry Berndt is an experienced rebuilder. 

Penn stresses defense, and Berndt has 
some key performers back from a unit 
that allowed only 16.9 points per game 
last fall. Senior Tom Gilmore, an All-Ivy 
tackle, and Steve Pisano, a two-year start- 
er at end, are back on the line, while vet- 
erans Denton Walker and Gavin O’Connor 
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Yale Coach Carmen Cozza 
has a good chance to add 
another Ivy League crown 
to his collection. 


return at linebacker. 

Like at Yale, the area in greatest need 
of reinforcements is the secondary, where 
Ivy Player of the Year Tim Chambers will 
be sorely missed. Berndt will rebuild 
around senior Duane Hewlett. 

Berndt’s toughest challenge will be on 
offense. Guard Jeff Goyette is the only re- 
turning offensive lineman, and the quar- 
terback void probably will be filled by jun- 
ior Jim Crocicchia, a backup signal-caller 
two years ago before sitting out last sea- 


son with a separated shoulder. 

If Berndt’s line matures rapidly, the 
Quakers will have a potent running attack 
because both junior running back Rich 
Comizio and senior fullback Mike O’Neill 
return. Comizio earned Ivy Rookie of the 
Year honors after rushing for 596 yards 
and seven touchdowns in '84. O'Neill accu- 
mulated 274 yards and five touchdowns. 

Harvard also suffered major gradua- 
tion losses, but the Crimson still remain a 
threat to win the title. Coach Joe Restic 
heads into his 15th season with a solid nu- 
cleus. 

Senior Brian White, who threw for nine 
touchdowns and finished third on the 
team in rushing with 177 yards, is back at 
quarterback, and Robert Santiago returns 
at fullback. 

Restic structures his offense around 
Santiago, one of the league’s fastest play- 
ers. Santiago rushed for 822 yards and five 
touchdowns and caught 24 passes for 296 
yards and three scores last fall to earn 
All-Ivy honors. 

Like Penn, Harvard must rebuild its 
forward wall, where All-Ivy tackle Roger 
Caron will be a notable absentee. 

The defense will be led by linebacker 
Brent Wilkinson, All-Ivy free safety Cecil 
Cox and defensive backs K.C. Smith and 
Ken Tarczy (three interceptions). 


Brown, under the guidance of second- 
year Coach John Rosenberg, also could 
make waves this year. The Bruins have 12 
starters back, including junior Keiron 
Bigby, the Ivy League’s best all-around 
athlete. 

Bigby set an NCAA record last fall 
when he returned three interceptions in 
one game for a total of 216 yards and two 
touchdowns against Yale in his varsity 
debut. Bigby’s speed is so outstanding that 
Rosenberg has decided to switch him 
from safety to wide receiver this season. 

The man who will be aiming for Bigby 
is senior quarterback Steve Kettelberger, 
who threw for 1,191 yards and rushed for 
341 more last fall. Kettelberger needs to 
improve his accuracy, however, after 
tossing 12 interceptions and only four 
touchdown passes. 

Tailback Jamie Potkul (525 yards rush- 
ing) gives the Bruins another offensive 
weapon, but he will be running behind a 
line that features four new faces. 

The Brown defense is spearheaded by 
tackle Ted Moskala and linebacker Pat 
McCormack, who led the team in tackles 
with 94. The backfield is experienced and 
deep. 

Princeton will unveil a new coach and 
a new offense this fall. Ron Rogerson, 
who replaced Frank Navarro, is scrap- 
ping the Tigers’ pro-style offense in favor 
of the wing-T. 

The former Maine coach is quick to 
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point out that this tactical switch doesn’t 
mean quarterback Doug Butler’s talented 
right arm will be put in mothballs. 

“The wing-T is very flexible,” Rogerson 
said. “We'd be a fool not to take advan- 
tage of Doug Butler’s arm.” 

Indeed, he would. Butler slacked off last 
fall after a sensational sophomore season 
but still managed to pass for 2,179 yards. 

Rogerson’s biggest task will be finding 
some receivers for Butler. Gone are 
Princeton’s top five receivers from a year 
ago, including All-Ivy split end Derek Gra- 
ham (62 receptions). 

Running back Chris Ratliff finished 
strong last year, rushing for more than 
100 yards in each of the last three games. 
He appears poised for a productive senior 
season. 

Rogerson also must shore up a defense 
that allowed 354.1 yards per game in 84. 
He'll try to build around All-Ivy linebacker 
Anthony DiTommaso, who led the team 
with 97 tackles a year ago. Many backups 
will have a chance to earn starting jobs 
on both the offensive and defensive lines, 
which were wracked by graduation. 

Dartmouth slipped badly after posting 
a third-place finish in ’83 and sharing the 
crown in '82. Coach Joe Yukica could turn 
things around if he finds a steady quarter- 
back to replace Mike Caraviello from 
among senior Brian Stretch, junior Dave 
Gabianelli and sophomore Tom Walko. 
Stretch should win the job. 

The strength of the offense is its mas- 
sive line. Tackles Mike Martin (6-5, 245) 
and Slade Schuster (6-4, 275), guards Ray 
Holtorf (6-3, 255) and Robert Rech (6-3, 
240) and center Bob Saylor (6-0, 235) will 
make life tough for defenders. 

All-Ivy selection Scott Truitt (37 catches 
for 558 yards) gives the Big Green a 
threat at split end. 

The experience doesn’t carry over to 
the Dartmouth defense. Yukica has just 
three starters back, including two of his 
top tacklers, linebackers Len Fontes and 
Peter Kortebein. 

It could be another long season high 
above Cayuga’s waters. Cornell Coach 
Maxie Baughan has just two defensive 
starters returning, end Howard Feiler and 
linebacker Tom Bernardo. He'll have to 
seek help from a freshman team that 
went 1-5 a year ago. 

The offensive picture is less dismal. 
Three starters return to the line, includ- 
ing center Mike Wagner, and veteran re- 
ceivers Doug Baker and Todd Pressley 
also are back. 

Senior Shawn Maguire, who completed 
53.9 percent of his passes for 1,112 yards, 
one touchdown and 11 interceptions last 
fall, returns at quarterback, but he is ex- 
pected to face stiff competition from jun- 
iors Chris Knapp, Marty Stallone and 
Stuart Mitchell and senior Karl Marzek. 

Senior John Tagliaferri is a versatile 
fullback for the Big Red. 
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back Brian White. 


Columbia christened its new field, Wien 
Stadium, by going winless last fall. That 
put an end to Bob Naso’s five-year effort 
to rebuild one of America’s losingest foot- 
ball programs. 

Jim Garrett, a former pro assistant, 
now will try to succeed where so many 
have failed, and he will start by utilizing 
his own family. One son, John, caught 18 
passes for 207 yards and a touchdown as a 
sophomore flanker for the Lions last fall. 
Another son, Judd, an all-state running 
back in Ohio, turned down offers to play 
football at Ohio State and Notre Dame so 
he could be part of his father’s rebuilding 
program. 

In addition, son Jason, a quarterback, 


Harvard’s offensive hopes center around returning quarter- 


was expected to transfer from Princeton, 
where he was the most valuable player on 
the freshman team last fall. And son Jim 
Garrett Jr., a graduate student at Colum- 
bia, will work with the quarterbacks as a 
part-time assistant. 

One of Garrett’s first decisions will be 
choosing a quarterback. Incumbent 
Henry Santos, Pete Murphy, Alfredo Bar- 
reto and Peter von Schoenermarck are 
vying for the job. 

Garrett will build his defense around 
linebackers Rick Cavalli and Winslow 
Cervantes. 


Scott Pitoniak covers college sports for the 
Times-Union in Rochester, N.Y. 
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BROWN 


Coach: John Rosenberg (4-5, 1 year) 

1984 Record: 4-5; 4th in conf., 4-3. 

Offense: Multiple. Defense: Multiple. 

Key Losses; Rich Chapman, TE; Dan Devine, 
OT; Pete Gundermann, LB; Steve Heffernan, 
FB; Bill Kramer, LB; Brad McCaulley, WR; Tom 
O'Brien, OG; Matt Paknis, OT; Chris Vaughn, 
Cc. 

Starters Returning: Offense (4); Steve Kettel- 
berger, QB, 6-1/ 182, Sr.; Jamie Potkul, TB, 5- 
10/165, Sr.; Greg Roth, TE, 6-3/224, Sr.; Scott 
Sullivan, G, 6-2/225, Sr. Defense (8): Tom 
Catena, NT, 6-0/216, Sr.; Mike Glambattista, 
LB, 6-1/213, Sr.; Chris Good, T, 6-4/231, Sr; 
Joe Longo, LB, 6-1/192, Jr.; Pat McCormack, 
LB, 5-11/228, Sr.; Mark Miller, CB, 5-9/163, 
Jr.; Ted Moskala, T, 6-0/233, Sr.; George Reil- 
ly, CB, 6-0/188, Jr. 

Key Returnees: Mike Antosca, RB, Sr.; Keiron 
Bigby. WR/DB. Jr.; Ken Carlson, TE, Sr.; Tom 
Cole, LB, Sr.; Brian Daly, OG, Sr.; Tom Dugan, 
CB, Jr; Marty Edwards, C, Jr.; Doug Frankel, 
P, Sr.; Brian Heffernan, FB, Sr.; Chris Ingerslev, 
K, Sr.; Keith Johnson, WA, Jr.; Brian Kelley, S, 
Jr.; Bill Mitchell, OT, Sr.; Tim Monnin, LB, Sr,; 
Brian Murphy, DB, Jr; Mike Small, DL, Jr.; 
Gordon Taylor, LB, Sr.; Pete Zidlicky, TE, Jr. 
Top Newcomers: Dan Miller, OB (JV); Chuck 
Urquhart, DB (JV). 


COLUMBIA 


Coach: Jim Garrett (first year at Columbia; 
39-11 overall, 6 years), 

1984 Record: 0-9; 8th in conf,, 0-7. 

Offense: Multiple. Defense: Multiple. 

Key Losses: Ed Barreiro, OT; John Conlon, DB; 
Sam Denmeade, S; Eric Dill, DT; Len Gonova, 
OG; Tony Mazzarini, LB; Mike Moynihan, DB; 
Dan Upperco, TE. 

Starters Returning: Offense (5): Chris Chase, 
OT, 6-2/235, Sr.; Mike Francesconi, SE, 6- 
1/185, Sr.; John Garrett, FL, 5-11/170, Jr.; 
Henry Santos, QB, 6- 1/195, Sr.; Bill Strack, G, 
6-1/235, Sr. Defense (6): Rick Cavalli, LB, 6- 
2/230, Sr.; Winslow Cervantes, LB, 6-2/215, 
Sr.; Tom Johnston, LB, 6- 1/210, Jr.; Joe Poli- 
castro, S, 6-0/175, Jr; Jim Porter, MG, 6- 
2/215, Jr; Tony Tutrone, DT, 6- 1/225, Sr. 
Key Returnees: Matt Barr, OT, Jr.; Dan Botich, 
WR; Al Burrs, DB, Sr.; John Chirico, FB, Jr.; Jim 
Greene, WR, Sr.; Al Gonzalez, TB, Jr.; Chris 
Guth, LB, Sr.; Bill Hicks, DT, Jr.; John Pen- 
nywell, TB, Jr; Jason Pitkin, FB, Jr.; John 
Plaisted, C, Jr.; Chris Riga, LB, Sr; Scott 
Smith, OG, Sr.; Wayne Snyder, DT, Sr; Peter 
von Schoenermarck, QB, Jr. 

Top Newcomers: Homer Hill, WR (JV); Drew 
Krauss, TB (JV); Chet Levitt, Ot (JV); Mike 
McLaughlin, QB (JV); Dave Putele, QB (JV); 
Rich Ritter, LB (JV); Dure Savini, TB (JV) 


CORNELL 


Coach: Maxie Baughan (5- 13-1, 2 years) 
1984 Record: 2-7; T6th in cont., 2-5, 

Offense: Pro-set. Defense: Multiple. 

Key Losses: Tony Baker, TB; Keith Bakowski, 
LB; Bill Borden, S; Tom Cifrino, OT; Bob De- 
Santis, DT; Frank Farace, CB; John Gabel, OG; 
Steve Garrison, TE; Bill Goldy, K; Gregg Hof- 
stetter, CB; Sean Kenny, DE; John Passalac- 
qua, DT; Scott Sidman, S; Jim Studnicka, LB. 
Returning Starters: Offense (7): Dom Alban- 
ese, T, 6-5/251, Sr.; Doug Baker, SE, 5- 
11/170, Sr.; Ken Johnson, G, 6-0/245, Jr.; 
Shawn Maguire, QB, 6-1/183, Sr.; Todd 
Pressley, FL, 5-11/165, Sr.; John Tagliaterri, 
FB, 5-11/200, Sr.; Mike Wagner, C, 6-3/241, 
Sr. Defense (2): Tom Bernardo, LB, 5-11/210, 
Jr.; Howard Feiler, E, 6-2/220, Sr, 

Key Returnees: John Bartlett, LB, Jr.; Erik 
Bernstein, K, Jr.; Michael Brooks, RB, Jr.; John 
Inserra, WR, Jr.; Hirman Jackson, DL, Jr.; Mike 
Lally, LB, Sr.; Tom Malone, TE, Jr.; Jim Perrel- 
lo, WR, Sr; John Phelan, DT, Jr. 

Top Newcomers: Jeff Delamielleure, S (JV); 
Brent Felitto, DB (JV); Bill Larson, RB (trans- 
fer from Air Force); Tom McHale, DT (transfer 
from Maryland), 


Princeton's Anthony Di Tommaso. 


DARTMOUTH 


Coach: Joe Yukica (31-34-2, 7 years; 106-80- 
2 overall, 19 years) 

1984 Record: 2-7; T6th in conf, 2-5. 

Offense: Multiple. Defense: Multiple. 

Key Losses: Hal Bourque, NG; Mike Caraviello, 
QB; Dan Carson, S; Lorenzo Chambers, TB; 
Greg Cole, DB; Scott Kehoe, GB; Andy Osman. 


“DT; Don Pomeroy, DB; Ed Simpson, LB; Peter 


Wade, LB. 

Starters Returning: Offense (8): Rob Brown, 
FB, 5-10/200, Sr.; Ray Holtorf, G, 6-3/255, 
Sr.; Greg Hulbert, T, 6-5/240, Sr.; Doug Keare, 
TE, 6-2/210, Sr_; Geoff Michel, WR, 5- 10/175, 
Sr.; Robert Rech, G, 6-3/240, Sr.; Bob Saylor, 
C, 6-0/235, Sr.; Scott Truitt, SE, 6-1175, Sr. 
Defense (3): Len Fontes, LB, 5-10/200, Sr.; 
Peter Kortebein, LB, 6-3/210, Sr_; Kevin 
Quinn, T, 6-2/225, Sr. 

Key Returnees: Frank Doyle, TE, Jr., Tim Duax, 
TB, Sr; John Fuhrman, LB, Jr.; Rusty Gardner, 
LB, Jr.; Mike Martin, OT, Sr.; Craig Saltzgaber, 
K, Sr.; Slade Schuster, OT, Sr, (injured in "84); 
Tom Stephens, FB, Sr.; Brian Stretch, QB; 
Ernie Torain, TB, Jr. 

Top Newcomers: Brett Matthews, DB (JV); 
Derek McDowell, T (JV); Andy Russell, 0B 
(JV); Tom Walko, QB (JV). 


HARVARD 


Coach: Joe Restic (77-48-5, 14 years) 

1984 Record: 5-4; T2nd in conf., 5-2. 
Offense; Multiflex. Defense: Multiple. 

Key Losses: Steve Abbott, TE; Steve Ander- 
son, DE; Dan Bennett, LB; Brian Bergstrom, 
CB; Roger Caron, OT; Pat Coyne, SE; Dave 
Fanikos, MG; Barry Ford, DT; Sam Jensen, C; 
Peter Mackie, DT; Mike Pascucci, OG; Ben 
Thio, OG; Mark Vignali, HB. 

Starters Returning: Offense (4): George Kos- 
takos, T, 6-2/230, Sr.; Robert Santiago, FB, 
5-11/190, Sr,; George Sorbara, WB, 6-0/ 180, 
Jr.; Brian White, QB, 6-2/185, Sr. Defense (5): 
Cecil Cox, S, 6-1/195, Sr.; Jim Morris, E, 6- 
3/215, Jr. (switched to tight end); K.C. Smith, 
DB, 6-2/195, Sr; Ken Tarczy, CB, 6-0/175, 
Sr.; Brent Wilkinson, LB, 6-2/210, Sr. 

Key Returnees: Larry Bean, LB, Sr.; Frank 
Ciota, DB, Sr.; Scott Collins, LB, Jr.; Jerry Gar- 
vey, MG, Sr.; Wayne Hunley, OG, Sr.; Rufus 
Jones, HB, Jr.; Bob Joyce, LB, Jr.; Lee Olden- 
burg, CB, Sr.; Rick Patton, S, Jr.; Joe Pusateri, 
WB, Jr.; Chris Ridout, FB, Sr.; Bill Ross, DE, 
Sr.; Joel Seay, SE, Jr.; Chuck Shirey, SE, Sr.; 
Bill Solomon, DB, Jr.; Rob Steinberg, P/PK, 
Sr.; Dennis Vavassis, DT, Sr, 
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PENNSYLVANIA 


Coach: Jerry Berndt (22-16-1, 4 years; 31- 
25-2 overall, 6 years) 

1984 Record: 8-1; ist in conf., 7-0. 

Offense: Multiple. Defense: 4-4. 

Key Losses: Ross Armstrong, S; Kevin Brad- 
ley, LB; Pat Buehler, WR; Warren Buehler, WR; 
Tim Chambers, CB; Ed Foley, OT; Peter Gal- 
lagher, LB; Tom Galli, OG; Lal Henehan, TE; 
Joe Lorenc, MG; Jerry McFadden, DT; John 
McGeehan, QB; Steve Ortman, TB; Matt Pe- 
tronio, OT; Joe Smailis, C. 

Starters Returning: Offense (2): Jeff Goyette, 
G, 6-1/258, Sr.; Mike O'Neill, FB, 5-10/205, 
Sr. Defense (5): Tom Gilmore, T, 6-2/235, Sr.; 
Duane Hewlett, CB, 5-11/180, Sr.; Gavin 
O'Connor, LB, 6-3/230, Sr.; Steve Pisano, E, 
6-0/215, Sr.; Denton Walker, LB, 6-2/210, Sr. 
Key Returnees: Bob Andrews, RB, Jr.; Rich 
Comizio, RB, Jr.; Ken Coombs, DT, Sr.; Jim 
Crocicchia, QB, Jr. (separated shoulder in 
‘84); Dexter Desir, NG, Jr. Jeff Fortna, LB, Jr.; 
Mike Lucci, C, Jr.; Brian Moyer, WR, Sr.; Marty 
Peterson, OT, Jr.; Bob Rosania, WR, Sr.; Scott 
Scungio, TE, Jr. 

Top Newcomers: Jon Culp, LB (JV); Chris 
Flynn, RB (JV); Tony Hollis, DT (JV); Rich 
McCloskey, TE {transfer from North Carolina}; 
Frank Natale, OG (JV). 


PRINCETON 


Coach: Ron Rogerson (First year at Princeton; 
19-23-1 overall, 4 years) 

1984 Record: 4-5; Sth in conf., 3-4. 

Offense: Wing-T. Defense: Multiple. 

Key Losses: Alonzo Bell, OT; Mark Berggren, 
DT; Jack DeWalt, OG; Mark Dexter, FL; Derek 
Graham, SE; Kyle Heffley, DB; Brian Heth- 
erington, LB; Greg Kaiser, TE; Mike Miskovsky, 
K; Kevin Patrick, DE; Mark Petruzziello, DE; 
Eric Robinson, DB; Chal Taylor, OG. 

Starters Returning: Offense (5): Doug Butler, 
QB, 6-1/190, Sr,; Butch Climmons, FB, 5- 
9/183, Sr.; Eric Dreiband, T, 6-4/270, Sr.; 
Chris Ratliff, RB, 6-1/205, Sr.; Kevin Slayden, 
C, 6-3/217, Sr. Defense (5): Jim Anderson, 
DB, 5-11/175, Sr.; Anthony DiTommaso, LB, 
6- 1/205, Sr.; Lorne Kell, LB, 5-9/212, Sr.; Jim 
Petrucci, T, 6-0/231, Sr.; Tom Polte, 0B, 6- 
1/183, Sr, 

Key Returnees: Kevin Armstrong, DB, Jr.; Paul 
DeMuro, SE, Jr.; Steve Magoline, RB, Jr.; Chip 
Nuzzo, DB, Jr; Tom Urquhart, KR/PR, Sr. 
Top Newcomers: Jeff Baker, SE (JV); Chris 
Bormann, DL (JV). 


YALE 


Coach: Carmen Cozza ( 125-56-3, 20 years) 
1984 Record: 6-3; T2nd in conf., 5-2. 

Offense: Multiple. Defense: Multiple. 

Key Losses: Bob Keenan, DE; Mike Luzzi, WB; 
Marty Martinson, C; Andy Marwede, TE; Tony 
Resch, LB; Paul Spivack, FB; Jerry Wesoloski, 
OG; Paul Wimer, OT; John Zanieski, MG. 
Starters Returning: Offense (5): Mike Curtin, 
QB, 6-3/185, Sr.; Ted Macauley, TB, 5- 
10/185, Jr.; George Matthews, G, 6- 1/235, Jr.; 
Kevin Moriarty, SE, 6-2/185, Sr.; Steve 
Skwara, T, 6-2/245, Sr. Defense (7): Carmen 
llacqua, LB, 6-1/219, Sr.; Yves Labissiere, T, 
6-3/236, Jr.; Pat Maloney, T, 6-1/215, Jr.; 
Ardel McKenna, LB, 6-2/223, Sr.; Steve 
Penders, CB, 5-11/170, Sr.; Mike Tjarksen, S, 
60/190, Sr.; Dean Yacobucci, MB/E, 6-0/ 197, 
Sr. 

Key Returnees: Derek Kay, DE, Jr. (sat out '84 
season); Dave Kline, FB, Sr.; Rick Koze, TB, 
Sr.; John Quinn, LB, Sr.; Mike Stewart, TB/WB, 
Jr. 

Top Newcomers: Troy Jenkins, TB (JV); Kelly 
Ryan, QB (JV); Rich Schulte, SE/WB (JV); 
Bob Shoop, SE/WB (JV); Bill Zadinski, TB 
(JV), 
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Boston U. and Who? 


Rhode Island, 
New Hampshire 
Have an Answer 


By PHIL CHARDIS 


here are three things New Eng- 

il landers can count on every autumn: 

The leaves will turn color, the apple 

cider will be fresh and Boston University 

will earn at least a share of the Yankee 
Conference football championship. 

The first two have been New England 
trademarks for as long as anybody can 
remember. But the success of Boston Uni- 
versity is a relatively new phenomenon. 
For five of the past six years, the Terriers 
have either won or shared the Yankee 
Conference title and Boston University 
has made a trip to the Division I-AA na- 
tional playoffs in each of the last three 
seasons. 

In a six-team league that recently was 
subtitled the Parity Conference, the an- 
nual question of preseason favorites has 
been simplified to “Boston U. and who?” 
Heading into the 1985 season, the “who” 
are Rhode Island, which joined Boston U. 
in the national playoffs last year and won 
its way to the semifinals, and New Hamp- 
shire, which was in the running for a play- 
off spot right up until the season's final 
game. 

Rhode Island has quarterback Tom 
Ehrhardt and a superb passing game, 
New Hampshire has running back Andre 
Garron and an overpowering ground at- 
tack and Boston University has a well-bal- 
anced combination of both. 

Rick Taylor, the architect of Boston 
University’s success story, attributes the 
rise of the Terriers’ program to a lack of 
change; consistency breeding consisten- 
cy. 
“When I first came in 1977, we were 
fortunate enough to set the standard with 
a great coaching staff that remained in- 
tact for quite a while. There wasn’t a lot of 
changeover,” said Taylor, who gave up 
the Boston University head coaching job 
to concentrate on his duties as the 
school's athletic director. Taylor's eight- 
year record was a solid 55-32-1. 

“We had coaches who were good peo- 
ple and so they recruited good people. We 
tried to bring in kids who had pride as 
well as talent. We liked to show the kids 
that we cared about them. It’s corny, but 
when the kids needed a spanking, they got 
it, and when they needed a hug, they got 
that, too.” 

Now Boston University, a program that 
isn’t used to change, is about to go 
through culture shock. Success does have 
its price. The Terriers had to replace four 
coaches after the 1984 season. 
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id Rhode Island quarterback Tom Ehrhardt’s dream season in- 
cluded 3,870 passing yards and 36 touchdown passes. 


Besides Taylor, defensive coordinator 
Ed Sweeney left to become the head 
coach at Dickinson College, offensive co- 
ordinator Buddy Teevens left to take the 
head job at Maine and assistant Tim 
Murphy went north to join Teevens’ staff. 

As if that weren’t enough, the Terriers 
face the prospect of a new season without 
two-time All-America tailback Paul Lewis, 
who graduated after rushing for a record 
4,436 career yards and scoring 55 touch- 
downs (54 rushing). Last year, Lewis 
gained 1,321 yards and scored 11 TDs to 
lead the Terriers to a 9-3 season (4-1 in the 
league), which included a 35-33 loss to 
Richmond in the first round of the I-AA 
playoffs. Clearly, it won't be easy for Bos- 
ton U. to maintain its recent level of con- 
sistent success. 

Keeping Boston University in the fore- 
front will be the job of new head Coach 
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Steve Stetson, a former Terrier assistant 
who has been head man at Hamilton 
(N.Y.) College for the past three years (9- 
14-1 overall, 6-1-1 in 1984). 

“I'm excited to say the least,” Stetson 
said. “It’s a bit of a burden to try and keep 
up a program that’s been so successful, 
but I'd rather have it that way than have 
to rebuild a program from scratch.” 

Offensively, Stetson won't have to re- 
build so much as reload. The Terriers will 
have an outstanding nucleus, led by soph- 
omore quarterback Pat Mancini, the Yan- 
kee Conference Rookie of the Year last 
season who set a Boston U. record with 
1,751 passing yards and tied a school 
mark by throwing 15 touchdown passes. 
Mancini also threw 14 interceptions. 

“Pat played the last part of last season 
on a bad ankle,” Stetson said. “He was al- 
most immobile for the last seven games. | 


think this year he'll be a far better quar- 
terback. With Pat and the strength of our 
offensive line, we may have to throw a bit 
more." 

That offensive line also should benefit 
sophomore Randy Pettus, Lewis’ replace- 
ment at tailback. Pettus rushed for 532 
yards with a team-best 5.5-yard average 
per carry last year. 

“Randy will step in and do a more than 
satisfactory job,” Stetson said. ‘I don't 
think there’l] be as much a dropoff in tal- 
ent as people might think, but the differ- 
ence is Lewis was a proven winner.” 

Pettus will be joined in the backfield by 
senior fullback George Wilcox (324 yards 
rushing in '84) and junior fullback Blaine 
Applegate, 

Mancini is blessed with two outstanding 
receivers—all-conference senior flanker 
Bill Brooks, the Terriers’ all-time leading 
receiver who set team records with 63 re- 
ceptions and 1,144 yards last season while 
catching 12 TDs, and senior split end 
Dennis Gadbois (38 receptions, 591 yards, 
five TDs). 

Boston U.'s offensive line will be an- 
chored by all-conference senior center 
Gary Walker, whom Stetson says might 
be the best football player on the team. 
Joining Walker on the offensive line are 
returning starters Emil Iannucci and 
Steve Decker at guard and Chris Smith at 
tackle. John Dall returns as the starting 
tight end. 

The Terriers defense was hit hard by 
graduation, losing nine players who start- 
ed at one time or another last season. The 
line will have to be reformed around tack- 
le Brian Jenkins, but the picture could 
brighten if junior ends Tom Ladka and 
Kevin Murphy can recover from injuries. 

The same problem plagues the line- 
backing corps. Senior Bob Egan, a first- 
team All-East and all-conference selec- 
tion and the Terriers’ second-leading 
tackler, suffered a knee injury during Bos- 
ton U.'s playoff game and underwent sur- 
gery. Craig Jensen suffered a shoulder 
separation in the same game. 

Senior cornerbacks Calvin Hall and 
Chris Scerra anchor the secondary. 

Rhode Island is the team nobody re- 
membered before the 1984 season and the 
one nobody forgot afterward. 

The Rams, not considered a contender, 
won a piece of the Yankee title at 4-1, 
then went to the I-AA playoffs and 
whipped Richmond, 23-17, before bowing 
to eventual national champion Montana 
State, 32-20, in the national semifinals. 
Rhode Island won a school-record 10 
games (three losses) and established an 
incredible 103 team and individual rec- 
ords at the school, conference, New Eng- 
land and national levels. Guess who won't 
be ignored any longer? 

“The polls (the Rams finished No. 2 in 
the final weekly ballot) are always inter- 
esting,” said Rams Coach Bob Griffin, the 
conference's Coach of the Year, “Once 


Boston U. flanker Bill 
Brooks is ready for another 
record-breaking season. 


the season starts, though, anything can 
happen in this league.” 

What happened last year can be traced 
to the strong right arm of quarterback 
Ehrhardt, who transferred to Rhode Is- 
land after C.W. Post dropped down to Di- 
vision III. The All-America was responsi- 
ble for 40 of those 103 records in a 
storybook season in which he completed 
308 of 536 passes for 3,870 yards and 36 
touchdowns. Two names dominate the 
New England passing record book—Ehr- 
hardt and Doug Flutie (Boston College). 

“T wouldn’t trade Ehrhardt for any 
quarterback in the country,” Griffin said 
of his senior star. “We expect him to be 
even better this year. We have basically 
the same attack—we can’t throw it much 
more than we do—but he’s got a year of 
experience with us and he’s improved.” 

Making matters worse for Rhode Is- 
land’s opponents, Ehrhardt will still have 
all his favorite receivers—junior tight end 
Brian Forster (100 receptions, 1,357 yards, 
12 TDs), senior tight end Tony DiMaggio 
(52 receptions, 613 yards, four TDs), sen- 
ior wide receiver Dameon Reilly (58 re- 
ceptions, 902 yards, 14 TDs) and sopho- 
more wide receiver Bob Donfield (40 
receptions, 501 yards, seven TDs). 

Even with all that passing, running 
back Rich Kelley managed to gain 848 
yards on the ground, but he has gradu- 
ated. Sophomore Dave Morrill looks like 
the man to beat for the open spot. 

The offensive line has been shifted 
around to take advantage of the experi- 
ence of junior Ray Apo, senior Bob White, 
sophomore Jeff Denny and senior Steve 
Stoehr. Jim DeProspero should move into 
the starting center spot. 


Defensively, the Rams return six line- 
men, led by Jeff Chenard, Pete Hickey, 
Phil Mulcahy and Brad Carson, but Chen- 
ard may have to move to linebacker be- 
cause of a lack of experience there. 

All-league cornerback Tony Hill leads a 
returning secondary that includes Guy 
Carbone, Ray Williams and Randy Rocha. 

Experienced seniors Paul Stringfellow 
(placekicker) and Mike Cassidy (punter) 
will handle the kicking chores. 

New Hampshire heads into the 1985 
season with something to prove. 

The Wildcats were gunning for a piece 
of the Yankee title and a berth in the na- 
tional playoffs last year when they lost 
both by bowing to Massachusetts, 14-10, in 
the regular-season finale. As a result, New 
Hampshire finished at 9-2 overall, 3-2 in 
the league and was forced to stay at home 
while Boston U. and Rhode Island went to 
the national tourney, 

“The way last season ended, we have a 
little bit of impetus going in,” said New 
Hampshire's Bill Bowes, the dean of Yan- 
kee coaches entering his 14th season. 
“The kids are a little upset about losing 
the last one and all that went with it, but 
we know it was our own fault. We've been 
working very hard because I think we 
have something to prove.” 

And a lot to prove it with. New Hamp- 
shire will have seven starters back on of- 
fense and eight on defense, including six 
who were all-conference first-team selec- 
tions and four others who made the all- 
league second team. 

Leading the offensive attack is poten- 
tial All-America running back Garron, 
who missed four 1984 games with an in- 
jured leg but still managed to gain 1,004 
yards (a 5.l-yard per carry average) and 
score 10 touchdowns. Garron, when 100 
percent, is the league’s best runner. David 
Orr, converted from split end, will back 
up Garron, as will Scott Perry (557 yards 
rushing, 5.1 average). Starting fullback 
Mike Shriner (312 yards, 5.5 average) also 
returns for his senior year. 

Starting quarterback Rich Leclerc (801 
yards, eight TDs, eight interceptions) has 
graduated, but his backup, Rich Byrne, is 
ready, willing and able to step in. 

Byrne's targets will be returning sen- 
iors Mike Robichaud and Bill Drew, who 
were reserves last year, and a pair of 
fleet-footed freshmen, Curtis Olds and Bill 
Farrell. The strength of the receiving 
corps could be the key to the Wildcats’ 
offense. 

Protecting the Wildcats’ valuable back- 
field will be an excellent offensive line, 
including tight end Tom Flanagan, tackle 
Brian Saranovitz, center Paul Dufault and 
guard Tony Ciccone. 

The Wildcats’ biggest strength is in 
their defense. 

The down linemen—Ilia Jarostchuk, 
Paul Boulay, Brian O'Neill, Bill O'Malley 


Continued 
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BOSTON UNIVERSITY 


Coach: Steve Stetson (first year at BU; 9-14-17 
overall, 3 years) 

1984 Record; 9-2; T1st in conf, 4-1. 

Offense: |-formation. Defense: Multiple. 

Key Losses: Donald Brain, DT; Gary Burns, LB; 
Gary Durgin, DE; Bruce Foucart, LB; Phil Gau- 
dette, S; Rodney Graham, FB; Paul Lewis, TB; 
Ed Martin, LB; Bob Mocarski, OT; Mike Rad- 
cliffe, LB. 

Starters Returning: Offense (8): Bill Brooks, 
FL, 6-1/189, Sr.; John Dall, TE, 6-1/212, 
Soph.; Steve Decker, G, 6-1/256, Sr.; Dennis 
Gadbois, SE, 6-1/180, Sr.; Emil lannucci, G, 
6-0/241, Sr.; Pat Mancini, QB, 6-3/217, 
Soph.; Chris Smith, T, 6-5/265, Sr.; Gary 
Walker, C, 6-3/256, Sr. Defense (5): Bob 
Egan, LB, 6-2/220, Sr.; Calvin Hall, CB, 5- 
11/180, Sr.; Brian Jenkins, T, 5-8/187, Sr.; 
Tom Ladka, E, 6-1/236, Jr.; Chris Scerra, CB, 
5-8/ 180, Sr. 

Key Returnees: Blaine Applegate, FB, Jr.; Dan 
Green, K, Soph.; Craig Jensen, LB, Sr.; Keith 
McLaughlin, LB, Jr.; Kevin Murphy, DE, Sr.; 
Randy Pettus, TB, Soph.; George Wilcox, FB, 
Sr. 

Top Newcomers: Sean Browne, DB (RS); 
Todd Gaffin, DE/DT (RS); B.J. McCarthy, LB 
(transfer from Ball State); Jim O'Keefe, DE 
(RS); Andy Wise, TE/QB (RS), 


CONNECTICUT 


Coach: Tom Jackson (8-14, 2 years) 

1984 Record: 3-8; T5Sth in conft., 1-4. 

Offense: |-formation. Defense: 52. 

Key Losses: Mike Allen, DT; Bill Cholawa, OG; 
Lou Donato, S; Gary DuBose, TB/KR; Matt 
Latham, S/PR; Brian McGillicuddy, SE; Norm 
Meyers, LB; Billy Parks, TB; Shane Porter, CB; 
Chuck Ruslavage, OG; Donald Smith, DT; Kane 
Winn, FL; Barry Wood, OT. 

Starters Returning: Offense (5): Peter Dunn, 
C, 6-1/233, Sr.; Craig Primiani, T, 6-2/276, 
Sr.; Chris Riley, QB, 6- 1/181, Jr.; David Scott, 
FB, 6-0/229, Sr.; Mike Walsh, TE, 6-7/245, Sr. 
Detense (6): Bob Christiani, LB, 6-0/225, Sr.; 
Mario Marrero, T, 6-1/250, Sr.; Jerry Mcin- 
tosh, CB, 6-0/ 187, Sr.; Mike McNamara, E, 6- 
0/227, Sr.; Mark Michaels, E, 5-11/215, Sr.; 
Ed Micklovic, LB, 6-1/215, Sr 

Key Returnees: Pat Anglim, OT, Jr.; Glenn An- 
trum, SE, Soph.; Terry Antrum, RB, Soph. (ac- 
ademic RS); Ed Budd, DE, Sr.; Dan Gudgma, 
OT, Jr.; Nate Cotton, NG, Jr.; Scott Jenkins, 
FL, Jr.; Gary Lanzafama, MG, Sr.; Mike McEa- 
chern, DT, Sr.; Dwayne Miller, S, Soph,; Marc 
Mofsowitz, TB, Jr.; Scott Sweitzer, FL, Soph.; 
Kevin Urso, OG (RS/knee), 

Top Newcomers: Mark Carter, K; Jeff Gallaher, 
TB; Anthony Grant, TB; Peter Lane, OB 
({JUCO); Jim Post, P. 


MAINE 


Coach: Buddy Teevens (first year at Maine) 
1984 Record: 5-6; 4th in conf., 2-3. 

Offense: Multiple. Defense: 52. 

Key Losses: Bob Crowley, OT; Gary Hufnagle, 
FB; Bob Jowett, TE; Jack Leone, K; Dan Malo- 
ney, OG; John McGrath, S; Paul Phelan, HB; 
Jim Shutt, DT; Lance Theobald, TB (dismissed 
from team). 

Starters Returning: Offense (5): Paul Buckley, 
G, 6-0/249, Sr.; Dan Gordon, SE, 6-2/185, 
Soph.; Joe McDonald, T, 6-2/255, Sr.; Dan 
Reilly, C, 6-3/230, Jr.; Bob Wilder, QB, 6- 
2/210, Jr. Defense (9): Steve Costello, S, 5- 
11/185, Sr.; Mark Coutts, LB, 5-11/225, Sr; 
Jay Davenport, CB, 5-11/185, Jr: Steve Don- 
ahue, LB, 6-2/221, Sr.; Ron Doody, T, 6- 
5/261, Sr.; Skip Foley, LB, 6-0/225, Sr: Gary 
Groves, CB, 6-0/190, Sr.; Jamie Keefe, LB, 6- 
2/230, Sr.; Ray Paquette, T, 6- 1/260, Sr. 

Key Returnees: Kurt Barnes, TB, Jr.; Tim Ca- 
hill, C, Jr.) Tom DiGeronimo, C, Soph.; Duane 
Ellis, DT, Jr.; Jim Fox, TB, Soph.; Sergio Hebra, 
WR, Soph.; Jim Hinds, S, Sr,; Todd McAniff, 
FB, Sr.; Scott Nason, NG, Soph.; Steve Root, 
LB, Sr.; Tip Spina, DE, Sr, (RS/finger). 

Top Newcomers: Doug Dorsey, TB; David Kil- 
born, TE; Mark Lewis, TE; Jeff Popliff, FL/P 
(member of Maine basketball squad). 
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MASSACHUSETTS 


Coach: Bob Stull (3-8, 1 year) 

1984 Record: 3-8; T5th in conf., 1-4. 

Offense: Split Backs. Defense: 52. 

Key Losses: Dave Cavanaugh, LB; Todd Co- 
meau, LB; Don Day, OT; Mike Favreau, LB; 
Glenn Holden, S; Tom McEvilly, OG; Ken 
Runge, C; Bob Simone, WR; Peter Tracy, NG. 
Starters Returning: Offense (6): George 
Barnwell, TB, 5-9/170, Sr.; Mike Briggs, T, 6- 
2/245, Sr.; John Crowley, FL, 5- 10/165, Jr.; 
Frank Fay, FB, 5-8/180, Sr.; Stan Kaczorows- 
ki, G, 6-2/245, Jr.; Jim Simeone, QB, 6-2/233, 
Sr. Defense (6): Mike Dwyer, NG, 6-2/265, 
Sr.; Vito Perrone, LB, 6-3/215, Jr.; Paul Platek, 
S, 5-10/190, Sr; Carlos Silva, CB, 5- 10/180, 
Sr.; Bruce Strange, T, 6-3/230, Jr.; Rod Turn- 
er, CB, 6-2/195, Sr. 

Key Returnees: Ed Barrett, TB, Soph,, Tom 
Cioppa, SE, Soph.; Duckworth Grange, CB, Sr.; 
Bob Greaney, T, Soph.; Mike Kelley, TE, Soph.; 
Pat Keough, FB, Jr. (medical RS); Mike 
Kowalski, DT. Jr.; Paul Manganaro, LB, Sr.; 
Pete Montini, C. Jr.; Steve Silva, LB, Sr.; Ed 
Sullivan, OT, Sr.; Jim Tandler, LB/P, Soph.; 
Chris Wood, CB, Sr. 

Top Newcomers: Lonny Brock, WR (JUCO);: 
John Gillen, LB; Tim Hecht, QB (transfer from 
Alabama); Mike Keough, FB (medical RS); 
Chip Mitchell, RB; Al Neri, RB (JUCO). 


NEW HAMPSHIRE 


Coach: Bill Bowes (82-48-3, 13 years) 

1984 Record; 9-2; 3rd in conf., 3-2. 

Offense: Multiple. Defense: 52, 

Key Losses: John Flanagan, OG; Rick Leclerc, 
QB; Dave Morton, OT; Bob Price, S; Sam Tee- 
vens, FL; Peter Weare, LB; Dave Wissman, S. 
Starters Returning: Offense (7): Tony Cic- 
cone, G, 6-4/260, Sr.; Paul Dufault, C, 6- 
4/260, Sr.; Tom Flanagan, TE, 6-2/225, Sr,; 
Andre Garron, TB, 5-11/190, Sr.; Mike Robi- 
chaud, SE, 6-0/175, Sr.; Brian Saranovitz, T. 
6-3/260, Sr.; Mike Shriner, FB, 5-10/215, Sr. 
Defense (8): Paul Boulay, T, 6-2/220, Soph.; 
Dan Federico, E, 6-2/210, Jr,; Stan Harrison, 
CB, 5-10/ 180, Jr.; Ilia Jarostchuk, E, 6-3/225, 
Jr.; Bill O'Malley, NG, 6-0/230, Soph.; Brian 
O'Neill, T, 6-4/260, Sr; Tim Teevens, CB, 5- 
8/165, Sr.; Neal Zonfrelli, LB, 6-0/205, Sr. 
Key Returnees: Jim Bumpus, OG, Jr.; Rich 
Byrne, QB, Jr.; Scott Curtis, LB, Jr.; Bill Drew, 
WR, Sr.; Dave Duggan, LB, Sr,; Glen Mathews, 
WR, Soph.; David Orr, RB, Sr.; Scott Perry, TB, 
Sr.; Eric Thompson, S, Soph. 

Top Newcomers: Bill Farrell, WR (RS); Bob 
Jean, QB (RS); Derrick Milton, FB (RS); 
Curtis Olds, WR (RS); Loren Rocker, WR 
(RS): Kevin Sims, FB (RS) 


RHODE ISLAND 


Coach: Bob Griffin (48-48-1, 9 years; 69-68-1 
Overall, 13 years) 

1984 Record: 8-2-1; T1st in conf., 4-1. 
Offense: Single Back. Defense: 52. 

Key Losses: Charlie Bounty, DT; Mark Brock - 
well, LB; Rich Capolongo, OT; Bob Dana,NG: 
Bernie Moran, S; Greg Sturgis, OG. 

Starters Returning: Offense (7): Ray Apo, C, 
6-3/252, Jr.; Tony DiMaggio, TE, 6-4/214, Sr.: 
Bob Dontfield, WR, 6-2/179, Soph.; Tom Ehr- 
hardt, QB, 6-3/206, Sr; Brian Forster, TE, 6- 
1/216, Jr., Dameon Reilly, WR, 5- 11/174, Sr.; 
Bob White, T, 6-4/241, Sr. Defense (6): Guy 
Carbone, S, 5-11/197, Sr.; Brad Garson, T, 6- 
2/239, Sr.; Jeff Chenard, E, 6-2/219, Sr,; Pete 
Hickey, NG, 6-1/239, Sr.; Tony Hill, CB, 6- 
2/194, Sr.; Randy Rocha, CB, 6-2/190, Sr. 
Key Returnees: Jeff Denny, OG, Soph,; Mike 
Griffin, K, Soph. (medical RS); Damon Hew- 
lette, LB, Sr.; Mike Jensen, OT, Sr.; Tony 
Lewis, RB, Jr; Dave Morrill, RB, Soph.; Dan 
O'Brien, DE, Jr.; Tim Poland, NG, Jr. (medical 
RS); Jim Pratt, WR, Soph. (RS); Tim Rishton, 
LB, Soph,; Mark White, LB, Sr,; Gerry Williams, 
TB, Jr.; Ray Williams, CB, Jr. 

Top Newcomers: Greg Gannon, RB (transfer 
from American International); Rod Smith, LB 
(transfer from Dayton). 
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and Dan Federico—form the strongest 
unit in the conference. Veteran Neal Zon- 
frelli returns as an all-league linebacker, 
while the other linebacking spot will be 
manned by Dave Duggan, Peter Houde or 
speedy Scott Curtis. 

Yankee Conference Defensive Player 
of the Year Tim Teevens (brother of the 
Maine coach) leads a New Hampshire 
secondary that also returns starter Stan 
Harrison and reserve Eric Thompson. 
The Wildcats’ only concern will be al 
strong safety and their kicking game. 

Maine will have a different look with 
rookie Coach Teevens replacing Ron Ro- 
gerson, who left to take over coaching 
duties at Princeton. The Black Bears, 5-6 
overall last year and 2-3 in the league, 
have had losing seasons in eight of the 
last nine years and Teevens will try to 
turn things around with the pro-set of- 
fense. 

“We have an awful lot of work ahead of 
us,” Teevens said. “The kids will be doing 
something completely different than what 
they've run for the past three or four 
years. We have some potential, but it’s a 
matter of if we can develop in time.” 

The new style should help junior quar- 
terback Bob Wilder (89 completions in 200 
attempts for 1,232 yards and five TDs) 
find his receivers more easily. 

Split end Dan Gordon (16 receptions, 
277 yards) and wide receiver Sergio 
Hebra, both sophomores, will be Wilder’s 
primary targets. 

Tailback Lance Theobald was dis- 
missed from the team, so sophomore Jim 
Fox and junior Kurt Barnes will try to re- 
place him. Senior fullback Todd McAniff 
has seen little game action. 

The offensive line did see some playing 
time last year, especially junior center 
Dan Reilly, senior guard Paul Buckley 
and senior tackle Joe McDonald. Depth, 
however, will be a problem. 

Defensively, Maine has experience at 
linebacker, where senior Mark Coutts 
(151 tackles) resides. Seniors Jamie Keefe 
and Steve Root will battle for the other 
inside linebacker spots, while seniors Skip 
Foley and Steve Donahue will play oul- 
side. 

Experienced senior tackles Ron Doody 
and Ray Paquette anchor the defensive 
line and youngsters Scott Nason and 
Duane Ellis are expected to develop 
quickly. 

In the secondary, star safety John 
McGrath has graduated, but seniors Gary 
Groves and Jim Hinds and juniors Jay 
Davenport and Tom DiGeronimo are all 
back, with senior Steve Costello waiting to 
step in, 

All-league kicker Jack Leone is gone, 
but the Bears may have an able replace- 
ment in Peter Borst, a Swedish import. 

Massachusetts has suffered through 
three straight losing seasons, including 
last year’s 3-8 mark and 1-4 conference 


New Hampshire running back Andre Garron should be recov- 
ered from a 1984 leg injury and that spells trouble for opposing 


defenses. 


finish. The Minutemen did end their sea- 
son on a high note, however, when they 
knocked off New Hampshire in their final 
game. 

“We didn’t have good depth at all last 
year and we had people hurt and sick the 
whole season,” said Coach Bob Stull. “Fi- 
nally, we got everybody healthy at the 
end.” 

Still, the Minutemen have a long way to 
go before they'll rank as contenders for 
the conference crown. The key is senior 
quarterback Jit Simeone (147 of 313 for 
1,595 yards and five TDs in 1984), who was 
highly recruited in high school but has 
never realized his potential in college. 

“He’s certainly got all the physical 
tools,” Stull said. “He needs a better touch 
on the ball, but he's the statistical favorite 
for the job.” Sophomore Tim Hecht is Si- 
meone’s competition. 

Top running backs George Barnwell 


(931 yards) and Frank Fay (487) both re- 
turn, but Stull wanted a big fullback and 
got one in 6-foot-2, 230-pound junior col- 
lege transfer Al Neri. Ed Barrett and Pat 
Keough provide depth. 

Stull also picked up wide receiver 
Lonny Brock from the junior college 
ranks to team with returning junior flank- 
er John Crowley (19 receptions, 198 
yards) and sophomore split end Tom 
Cioppa. In addition, the incoming Minute- 
men recruits are blessed with excellent 
speed and one or two could grab a receiv- 
er spot. Sophomore Mike Kelley and sen- 
ior reserve Ed Toffey will take care of the 
tight end position. 

Last year’s injuries allowed plenty of 
playing time for linemen, so offensively, 
Pete Montini, Stan Kaczorowski, Mike 
Briggs, Vince Reppert and Bob Greaney 
all have experience. 

Senior noseguard Mike Dwyer and 
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tackles Bruce Strange, Ed Sullivan and 
Mike Kowalski should make the Minute- 
men strong in the middle of the defensive 
line while Manny Fernandez and Mike 
Moran provide quality depth. 

Seniors Steve Silva and Paul Mangan- 
aro and sophomore Jim Tandler are vying 
for the inside linebacker spots, while jun- 
ior Vito Perrone moves to the outside slot. 

Carlos Silva, Chris Wood and Paul Pla- 
tek make the Massachusetts secondary 
among the best in the league. Speedy sen- 
ior Duckworth Grange, a running back 
last year, also is trying his hand at defend- 
ing passes. 

Connecticut lost eight games last sea- 
son, seven by a combined total of 34 
points. The Huskies’ 3-8 overall record (1-4 
in the league) was their fourth straight 
losing season and their 10th in the last 11 
years. They would like to return to the 
form that gave them a share of the Yan- 
kee title in '82 and '83, but Coach Tom 
Jackson faces a big job. 

Some areas are solid, like the defensive 
line. Senior Mario Marrero, an all-confer- 
ence pick at noseguard last year, moves 
to tackle to make room for developing 
junior Nate Cotton. Starting ends Mark 
Michaels (96 tackles) and Mike McNa- 
mara (both second team all-league) re- 
turn as seniors, as does top reserve Ed 
Budd. Senior Mike McEachern and sopho- 
more Scott Sudora are battling for the 
other tackle spot and senior Gary Lanza- 
fama can back up all the interior linemen. 

Returning senior Bob Christiani has the 
inside track at one linebacker spot, while 
senior Ed Micklovic will play the other 
side if he can recover from knee surgery. 

In the secondary, only senior Jerry 
McIntosh returns as a starter at corner- 
back, but Jackson is expecting big things 
from sophomore free safety Dwayne Mil- 
ler. 

Offensively, Connecticut will have to 
put more points on the board to have any 
kind of success. Junior quarterback Chris 
Riley (1,360 yards, nine TDs, 12 intercep- 
tions) took over the starting job midway 
though last season and should enter this 
year with more confidence. He is being 
pushed, however, by junior college trans- 
fer Pete Lane. 

Connecticut lost tailback Billy Parks 
(1,095 yards rushing in 1983) to academics 
and tailback Gary DuBose (545 yards) to 
graduation, leaving the position to either 
junior Marc Mofsowitz or sophomore 
Doug Post. Senior fullback David Scott 
(372 yards) is set for another year. 

There isn’t much depth on the Huskies 
offensive line, but center Pete Dunn, 
guard Kevin Urso (back after a season- 
stopping injury) and tackle Craig Pri- 
miani can hold their own if they stay 
healthy. Pat Anglim and Dan Cudgma 
should start on the other side. B 


Phil Chardis is a sportswriter for the Manchester 
(Conn,) Journal Inquirer. 
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The Hornets Are Abuzz 


Up-and-Coming 
Delaware State 
Is Thinking Big 


By BILL HASS 


T°: Mid-Eastern Athletic Confer- 
ence annually turns out some fine 
Division I-AA football teams, but 
the league is operating with a distinct 
handicap because it has no automatic 
berth in the I-AA playoffs. 

NCAA rules require conferences to 
have six members to be eligible for a 
playoff spot, and until Morgan State be- 
comes a full-fledged member in 1986, the 
MEAC has just five. That means an MEAC 
team has to get an at-large bid to make 
the I-AA playoffs, and if you don't think 
that’s tough, just ask Delaware State. 

The Hornets went 8-2 last year, led the 
country in rushing and averaged 42.5 
points per game, yet still didn’t land a bid. 
Of course, neither did Bethune-Cookman, 
which beat Delaware State, 41-38, won the 
MEAC title and went 7-3 overall. 

So, it will take an extraordinary effort 
for an MEAC team to make the playoffs in 
1985—and Delaware State just might be 
able to do the trick this time. If nothing 
else, the Hornets should be recognized for 
their remarkable turnaround. 

In 1980, Delaware State was humbled 
by Portland State, 105-0, a defeat that 
brought national attention. After that 2-9 
season, the school hired Joe Purzycki, the 
first white head coach in a league of pre- 
dominantly black schools. Delaware 
State’s records the next four years were 
2-9, 4-7, 7-3-1 and 8-2. Now Purzycki has 
moved on to James Madison, which was, 
ironically, one of the two teams that beat 
Delaware State last year. Replacing him 
is William Collick, who was an assistant to 
Purzycki for four years and actually went 
with him to James Madison before the 
Delaware State job was offered to him. 

“The program wasn’t in real great 
shape when we came in,” Collick said. 
“Joe put together a heck of a staff, and we 
recruited kids we could line up and play 
for four years. They got their butts kicked 
as freshmen and sophomores, then they 
turned it around as juniors. 

“One of the biggest things for us to 
overcome was that 105-0 game. It motivat- 
ed the coaching staff and gave us a com- 
mon cause to rally around. We worked 
hard and just went in and got the job 
done. Now, that game is just an old memo- 
ry. The kids we have in the program now 
only remember what we've done for the 
last four years.” 

Collick’s task will be to sustain the mo- 
mentum Purzycki set in motion, and he 
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realizes it will be no easy task. 

“Joe is a tough act to follow,” Collick 
said. “But any time you take a I-AA head 
coaching job, you're on the spot. He did a 
heck of a job and played a big part in get- 
ting me started in college coaching. But 
it’s our show now, not his, 

“We've made great strides, but one of 
the things we've never done is win the 
conference championship. That's one of 
our goals this year, and the other is to 
make the playoffs. We can’t sneak up on 
anyone anymore, so it’s important for us 
to remain excited and not get compla- 
cent, 

Collick must overcome the loss of some 
excellent players, including four-year 
starter Franz Kappel at offensive tackle 
and All-America fullback Gene Lake, the 
division's No. 1 rusher with 1,722 yards 
and 20 touchdowns. Lake, an Army veter- 
an, played only three years but decided to 
make himself available for the pro draft 
because of his age (26). 
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Delaware State split end John Taylor is an exciting player who 
knows what to do when he gets his hands on the ball. 


Still, the Hornets aren't lacking for tal- 
ent on offense. Collick will continue to use 
the wing-T, a confusing formation that 
creates havoc for defenses that face it 
only once a year. 

The top performers are quarterback 
Pat Spencer and All-MEAC split end John 
Taylor. Spencer is an excellent runner 
(509 yards) and improving passer whose 
job this year will be to get the ball more 
often to the exciting Taylor, who had 34 
catches for 758 yards and 10 touchdowns 
last fall. 

“Spencer runs the option as well as any- 
one in I-AA ball,” Collick said. “He has 
good speed, is very football wise and will 
make you devise a way to stop him. If you 
don't protect your corners, he'll kill you. 

"Taylor's biggest asset is what he does 
with the ball after he catches it. We've got 
to get the ball in his hands more often.” 

Taylor doubles as a punt returner. He 
led the conference in that department last 
year, averaging 15 yards per return and 


taking two punts in for touchdowns. 

Replacing Lake in the lineup will be 
junior Terrance Hoover. Dwayne Henry 
and Eldridge Comer provide some speed 
at halfback. 

Although losses in the offensive line 
were heavy, the Hornets should get good 
play out of tackles Roger Johnson and 
Donald Jackson. 

There is more experience on defense, 
and Collick is particularly high about All- 
MEAC tackle Dan Candeloro. "He's a le- 
gitimate All-America candidate,” Collick 
said. “He weighs about 280 but is quick 
and has the ability to dominate a game. | 
look for him to really take charge.” 

Linebackers Bertram Chew and Dan 
Coppedge, end Edward Williams and de- 
fensive backs Joe Burton and Billy Alston 
should make themselves known on de- 
fense. Burton and Coppedge were all-con- 
ference performers a year ago. 

“We need the defense to hold us for a 
while early in the season,” Collick said. “I 
think we'll come on offensively, but we'll 
have lo gel something going early.” . 

South Carolina State finished with a 4- 
6-1 record in ‘84, its first losing season 
since 1972. That came as a shock to Coach 
Bill Davis, who arrived at the college in 
1973 and had gotten used to winning. 

"We want to re-establish our superiori- 
ty,” he said flatly. “We have to be more 
consistent on offense because teams score 
a lot today. But defense still wins games, 
and we want to get back to being a real 
physical bunch, the intimidating type that 
will force turnovers.” 

The Bulldog defense was gored for 228 
points, the most ever in Davis’ six-year 
tenure as head coach, and shockingly 
gave up 50 points to Delaware State and 
41 to Alcorn State. But after surrendering 
141 points in the first five games, the de- 
fense improved and gave up just 87 in the 
last six. 

This year’s defense will be built around 
senior Terry Nichols. He and senior Kelly 
Arthur give the Bulldogs good play at de- 
fensive end, although the line lacks depth 
overall. All-MEAC linebacker Bruce Sykes 
adds experience, and Dwayne Harper and 
Antonio Cameron lead the secondary, 

The offense will undergo a few 
changes, mainly to improve the passing 
game. Junior Charles Glaze, who complet- 
ed only 38 percent of his throws for 895 
yards last season, and junior Roscoe Dar- 
nell, who has gotten some experience as 
Glaze’s backup, both will be tutored in 
their passing by a new offensive coordina- 
tor, Thomas Saxon. 

‘We aren'l going to be a Brigham 
Young,” Davis said, “but we're going to 
establish a passing philosophy. Overall, 
we'll be doing fewer things on offense, but 
we'll be doing them better. There won't 
be that many changes in our basic at- 
tack.” 

Wide receiver David Lee Norman, who 


earned all-conference honors as a kick re- 
turner, is Glaze's main target. The senior 
set a school record with only 30 catches, 
which indicates how paltry the Bulldog 
passing has been in the past. 

Senior fullback Gerald Foggie (704 
yards rushing) leads the team’s ground at- 
tack behind a line anchored by guard 
Lance Bonner and tackle Rusty Hinton. 

“We had a great off-season program, 
and the attitude seems much better," 
Davis said. “Our defense should be much 
improved, and it reminds me of some of 
our old (i.e, mean and nasty) defenses, 
We'll be a contender, and I hope we'll be 
at the top.” 

Bethune-Cookman surprised many peo- 
ple by winning the league title with a 4-0 
mark and going 7-3 overall in 1984, bul 
Coach Larry Little wasn't one of them. 

“IT knew we had a lot of seniors,” the 
former All-Pro guard for the Miami Dol- 
phins said. “Their experience made the 
difference in winning games last year 
that we had lost the year before.” 

Unfortunately for Little, those seniors 
now are gone, making this a “rebuilding 
season,"’ he said. ‘Plus, our toughest 
games will be on the road.” 

Nevertheless, Little believes he has the 
makings of a competitive team. The main 
reason for optimism is senior quarterback 
Bernard Hawk, who averaged nearly 40 
passes per game in 1984 and completed 
53.8 percent of them for 2,772 yards and 21 
touchdowns. The only blemish on the All- 
MEAC quarterback’s season was his 22 in- 
terceptions. 

“He's one of the best quarterbacks in 
the country, bar none,” Little said, “and 
he's the best in Florida now that 
(Miami's) Bernie Kosar has turned pro. 
How we go will depend on how he goes. 

“Bernard isn’t big, but he has a tremen- 
dous arm and gets the ball there quickly. 
He has confidence in his arm and ability 
and has matured into a great leader on 
the field.” 

As for the interceptions, Little said 
Hawk “threw the ball sometimes when he 
didn’t have to,” bul he does not expect 
that problem to recur this year. 

Back to receive Hawk’s passes are sen- 
iors Sebastian Brown (55 catches, eight 
touchdowns) and Arthur Simmons (46 
catches). Simmons is being moved from 
tight end to wide receiver. Senior King 
Green, who rushed for 622 yards en route 
to all-league honors, will provide the run- 
ning threat. 

Little’s concern on offense is inexperi- 
ence up front, where he lost four starters. 

The Wildcats averaged 28.1 points per 
game but gave up 27.5, which meant that 
the offense had to work hard to stay on 
top. Despite the return of only two start- 
ers on defense, Little is looking for consid- 
erable improvement. 

“We were big but not quick last year,” 
he said. “This year we won't be as large, 
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but we'll be very quick. We could also be 
more aggressive. I want to really go after 
people.” 

The line figures to be the weakest part 
of the defense. Linebackers Johnny Butts 
and Varon Mobley are experienced, and 
the secondary features Harvard Firsher 
and Doug McDaniel. The loss of four-year 
starter John Bostic from the backfield has 
Little concerned, and he’s looking for 
someone to emerge as a leader. 

Mo Forte, entering his fourth season as 
the North Carolina A&T coach, is more 
optimistic than he’s ever been. 

“We think we have an opportunity to 
challenge for the title,” said Forte, whose 
club was 2-8 last year. “We have fewer 
gaps to fill, and we have more numbers 
than we’ve ever had. We're still a pretty 
young team, and we have some talent. 
The people are in the right positions.” 

Every starter returns on offense, and 
the emphasis is on sophomore quarter- 
back Alan Hooker, who gained the start- 
ing job early in his freshman year, Al- 
though he was under constant pressure 
and threw 14 interceptions (compared 
with just eight TD passes), Hooker still 
completed 48.6 percent of his passes, and 
Forte is high on his potential. 

“He had to learn to read different fronts 
and coverages last year, but he got a lot 
better,” Forte said. “I’m concerned about 
his judgment—when to throw, when not 
to, when to run. I'd prefer that he didn't 
run at all, but we move the pocket around 
and Jet him run in certain situations. 

“Alan is a tremendous athlete. We had 
breakdowns in protection last year, and if 
that improves, other teams are going to 
have something to reckon with.” 

With guard Steve McCormick, tackle 
Larry Taylor and several other experi- 
enced players, the forward wall should 
show notable improvement. 

A player who could emerge as one of 
the league’s top offensive specialists is 
junior Herbert Harbison, who caught 39 
passes a year ago and was named to the 
All-MEAC team for his kick-return abili- 
lies. 

Sophomore Stoney Polite is a promising 
young runner. 

Defensively, the Aggies must improve 
against the pass. The loss of All-MEAC 
cornerback Tim Williams makes a bad 
secondary situation even worse. 

The defensive line is anchored by all- 
conference noseguard Ernest Riddick, 
who is small but also quick and strong. 
Other defensive standouts include tackle 
Rodney Dickerson, end Marcus Hager 
and inside linebacker Johnny Coleman. 

“We had the best off-season weight pro- 
gram we've ever had, and that’s going to 
help us," Forte said. “The kids up front 
are better and stronger because of it. 
We've got the building blocks, and we feel 
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BETHUNE-COOKMAN 


Coach: Larry Little (11-17-1, 2 years) 

1984 Record: 7-3; ist in conf., 4-0. 

Offense: Pro-Set. Defense: 52. 

Key Losses: John Bostic, DB; Steve Collier, 
DT; Kavin Davis, DE; Donald Farmer, OL; Leon 
Gonzalez, WR; Clenner Goodman, OL; Thad 
Jenkins, LB; Reno Patterson, DT; Charles Rob- 
inson, OL; Reggie Rucker, RB; Victor Thomas, 
P, 

Starters Returning: Offense (5): Sebastian 
Brown, WR, 6-0/180, Sr.; King Green, RB, 5- 
11/215, Sr.; Bernard Hawk, QB, 6-0/175, Sr.; 
Elroy Powell, G, 6-0/251, Sr.; Arthur Simmons, 
TE/WR, 5-10/186, Sr, Defense (2): Judson 
Bradley, T, 6-2/250, Sr.; Varon Mobley, LB, 6- 
1/2085, Sr, 

Key Returnees: Wallace Aristide, C, Soph.; 
Gary Bigham, OG, Jr.; Johnny Butts, LB, Jr; 
Harvard Firsher, OB, Soph.; James Graham, 
RB, Sr.; Errol Laster, LB/DE, Jr. (medical RS); 
Doug McDaniel, DB, Sr. 

Top Newcomers: Kevin Finnie RB (medical 
RS); Patrick Flynt, OL; Gary Harvin, QB 
(JUCQO); Curtis Johnson, LB; Tommy King, 
NG/DT; Gerald Kinnard, DT; Raymond Lee, 
RB; Manny Manolas, K, 


DELAWARE STATE 


Coach: William Collick, (first year at DSC) 
1984 record: 8-2; 2nd in cont., 3-1 

Offense: Wing-T. Defense: Multiple. 

Key Losses: Fred Dorsey, OG; Matt Horace, 
OT; Franz Kappel, OT; Gene Lake, FB; Joe 
Lane, DT; Derrick Thompson, DE; Fernando 
Veney, OG. 

Starters Returning: Offense (6): Virgil 
Blocker, C, 6-1/225, Jr.; Eldridge Comer, HB, 
5-9/165, Sr, Dwayne Henry, HB, 5- 10/181, 
Sr.; Pat Spencer, QB, 6- 1/190, Sr.; John Tay- 
lor, SE, 6-1/185, Sr.; Desmond Wynn, TE, 6- 
4/255, Sr. Detense (9): Billy Alston, GB, 5- 
10/173, Sr.; Joe Burton, S, 6-5/185, Jr.; Dan 
Candeloro, T, 6-2/300, Jr.; Bertram Chew, LB, 
5-11/185, Jr.; Dan Coppedge, LB, 6-2/220, 
Sr.; Todd Drew, LB, 6-1/205, Sr.; Keith Harris, 
CB, 5-11/185, Sr.; Oliver Maull, LB, 6-0/195, 
Sr.; Edward Williams, E, 6-3/229, Sr, 

Key Returnees: Leodis Dickson, Dt, Sr.; Jack 
Downs, OG, Jr.; Terrance Hoover, FB, Jr.; 
Donald Jackson, OT, Sr.; Roger Johnson, OT, 
Sr.; Neal Judkins, OG, Soph.; Russell Lucas, 
HB, Soph. (academic RS); Lybrant Robinson, 
DE, Soph.; Chris Trott, KR, ur; Andre Williams, 
LB, Jr. 

Top Newcomers: Mike Delon, QB; Bill Kitchen, 
DE; Orval Perkins, RB; Arandre Powell, DB; 
Steve Williams, P/DT. 


HOWARD 


Coach: Willie Jetfries (2-8, 1 year, 76-47 
overall, 12 years) 

1984 Record: 2-8; 5th in conf., 0-4. 

Offense: |-formation. Defense: 52. 

Key Losses: Donnie Anderson, C; Martin 
Brown, LB; Ken Carney, DL; Calvin Epps, OL; 
Mike Holmes, FB; Robert Sellars, DL; Brian 
Sloan, QB; Jeff Tisdale, LB; Richard Vickers, 
FB; Kevin Watkins, WR. 

Starters Returning: Offense (6): Curtis Chap- 
pel, WR, 5-10/165, Soph.; Maurice Haynes, 
TE, 6-3/200, Sr.; Eric Moore, G, 6-2/295. 
Soph.; Roy Pierson, T, 6-4/300, Jr.; Harvey 
Reed, RB, 6- 1/175, Soph.; Calvert Thomas, T. 
6-5/270, Jr. Defense (7): Conrad Austin, CB, 
5-10/170, Jr.; Jeff Brooks, E, 5-11/220, Jr.; 
Doug Dickerson, CB, 6-0/180, Jr,; Billy Dores, 
NG, 5-11/260, Soph.; Frankie Hall, CB, 6- 
0/185, Jr.; Marvin Jackson, LB, 6-0/200, 
Soph.; Earl Kinney, S, 6-2/190, Jr 

Key Returnees: Jeff Brooks, DL, Jr. (academic 
RS); Leon Brown, QB, Soph.; Ronnie Epps, FB, 
Soph.; George Gardner, LB, Jr. (medical RS); 
Erik Green, RB, Jr.; Carroll Hughes, LB, Sr.; 
Phillip Lee, LB, Sr.; Jon Nicolaisen, K, Sr.; 
Tyrone Prather, WR, Jr.; Darryl! Tilgham, C, 
Soph.; Arnold Tucker, DE, Jr, (academic RS). 
Top Newcomers: Reggie Miles. DT, dr. 
(JUCO); Andre Williams, QB. 
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S.C. State’s Charles Glaze. 


NORTH CAROLINA A&T 


Coach: Maurice (Mo) Forte (7-23-1, 3 years) 
1984 Record: 2-8; 4th in cont,, 1-3. 

Offense: Multiple. Defense: 4-3, 

Key Losses: Landrick McClain, LB; Tim Wil- 
llams, CB, 

Starters Returning: Offense (8): Deangelo 
Bell, T, 6-6/325, Sr.; Jessie Britt, FL, 6-4/201, 
Sr.; Kevin Green, TE, 6-2/210, Sr.; Marion 
Haygood. G, 6-0/235, Sr.; Alan Hooker, QB, 
6-2/175, Soph.; Steve McCormick, G, 6- 
2/235, Sr.; Stoney Polite, RB, 5-9/215, Soph.; 
Robert Shivers, FB, 6-2/240, Jr.; Larry Taylor, 
T, 6-3/250, Sr. Defense (6): Johnny Coleman, 
LB, 5-11/190, Sr.; Darrell Cromartie, LB, 6- 
1/220, Sr,; Rodney Dickerson, T, 6-3/270, 
Soph.; Marcus Hager, E, 6-2/220, Sr.; Todd 
Leak, S/P, 6-0/185, Sr.; Rayshawn Smith, CB, 
5-9/ 190, Sr. 

Key Returnees; Hiwatha Bethea, DB, Soph,; 
Ken Ganion, OT, Jr.; Russell Goode, LB, Jr.; 
Alvin Grier, FL, Sr.; Herbert Harbison, SE, Jr.; 
Carlos Judge, OT, Jr.; Bobby McCain, OG, Jr.; 
Alan Palmer, TE, Soph.; Ernest Riddick, NG, 
Jr.; Tim Scott, OL/DL, Jr. 

Top Newcomer: Ed Hooker, S (transfer from 
Catawba), 


SOUTH CAROLINA STATE 


Coach: Bill Davis (48-19-1, 6 years) 

1984 Record: 4-6-1; 3rd in cont., 2-2. 
Offense: Pro-Set. Defense: 4-3, 

Key Losses: Johnoson Crutchfield, OG; James 
McRae, DE; Andrew Moss, DT; Larry Nesmith, 
DB; Carlos Putts, WR. 

Starters Returning: Offense (8): Lance Bon- 
ner, G, 6-3/255, Sr.; Gary Bridges, C, 6- 
3/240, Jr.; James Cunningham, RB, 6-1/ 190, 
Jr.; Gerald Foggie, FB, 6-1/220, Sr; Charles 
Glaze, QB, 6-2/190, Jr.; Rusty Hinton, T, 6- 
6/270, Jr.; David Lee Norman, WR, 5-10/ 170, 
Sr.; Robert Tyler, TE, 6-4/230, Soph. Defense 
(8): Kelly Arthur, E, 6-3/245, Sr.; Antonio Ca- 
meron, DB, 6-1/200, Sr.; Dwayne Harper, DB, 
5-10/170, Soph.: Gregory Lawrence, DB, 6- 
1/180, Sr.; LeRoy Mathis, LB, 6-2/215, Jr; 
Terry Nichols, E, 6-4/240, Sr.; Bruce Sykes, 
LB, 6-2/220, Sr; Wallie Tarte, OB, 5-9/180, 
Sr, 

Key Returnees: Roscoe Darnell, QB, Jr.; Anto- 
nio Harris, DT, Jr.; Jerry Newsome, TE. Soph,; 
Odell Samuel, LB, Sr.; John Williams, LB, Jr, 
Top Newcomers: David Ammons, DE; Charles 
Barksdale, DB (RS); John Bates Jr, OT (RS); 
George Crowder, DL; Robbie Felton, P; Ron 
Geohaghan, FB; Anthony Keith, TE; Tim Norris, 
DB (RS). 
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we can beat some people. Now it's a mat- 
ter of going out and playing well.” 

Turning a football program around in 
the MEAC is not as easy in the 1980s as it 
was in the 1970s, and Howard Coach Wil- 
lie Jeffries has himself to blame in large 
part for that, A dozen years ago, he turned 
South Carolina State into the program by 
which all others are measured in the 
MEAC. Now he has to contend with that 
powerhouse while trying to work miracles 
for a downtrodden Howard program. His 
first Bison club struggled to a 2-8 finish. 

“We started 15 freshmen, and the lack 
of experience hurt,” Jeffries said. “I feel 
we've overcome the jitters we had last 
year, especially on offense. We run a dive- 
option and trap-option offense, and it’s 
complicated. We had a freshman quarter- 
back who had to get used to it. We moved 
the ball well, but too often we didn’t score 
inside the 10-yard-line. 

“There's no doubl we've got to score 
more points this year (after scoring only 
165 in 10 games last fall), and our passing 
game needs improvement.” 

Back to run the offense is quarterback 
Leon Brown, whom Jeffries said is a fine 
passer and improving runner. Running 
backs Harvey Reed and Ronnie Epps re- 
turn following solid freshman seasons in 
which they rushed for 603 yards and 528 
yards, respectively. 

There is good size on the line with 272- 
pound center Daryl Tilgham, 295-pound 
guard Eric Moore, 300-pound tackle Roy 
Pierson and 270-pound tackle Calvert 
Thomas. 

Another offensive weapon is place- 
kicker and punter Jon Nicolaisen, who 
made 10 of 17 field-goal attempts. 

Linebacker Marvin Jackson, who 
topped the league in tackles with 143 as a 
freshman last season, and noseguard Billy 
Dores lead the defense. 

“The defense will have to play much 
better against the pass," Jeffries said. “We 
played the run pretty good. 

“We had a good recruiting year, but we 
want to rely on freshmen as a luxury rath- 
er than a necessity, We'll be a sophomore- 
junior team.” 

Talk about no place to go but up. Mor- 
gan State was one of the worst I-AA teams 
in the country with an 0-11 record, getting 
outscored, 442-85. The Bears, who will not 
be eligible for the MEAC title until next 
year, will try to patch things up, although 
they probably will take a lot of lumps 
again. 

There are a few bright spots such as 
running back Alphonso Harris, linebacker 
Jeff Green and defensive back Boret 
Rose. But the drawbacks—inexperience 
at quarterback, a young offensive line and 
little depth, not to mention low morale 
from a terrible season—outweigh the 
good points. 


Bill Hass is assistant sports editor of the Greens- 
boro (N.C.) News & Record. 


Southern Discomfort 


Chattanooga, 
Furman Make 
Life Difficult 


By BOB SPEAR 


o need to call for Sherlock Holmes 
ial to solve this case. Like every re- 

cent season, Southern Conference 
football begins—and probably will end— 
with either Furman or Tennessee-Chatta- 
nooga wearing the crown. 

In seven seasons under Coach Dick 
Sheridan, Furman owns a 35-10-1 league 
record, four undisputed titles and a share 
of another. In eight years in the Southern, 
Tennessee-Chattanooga shows a 36-11-1 
mark against conference foes, two out- 
right championships and deadlocks for 
two more. 

Expect more of the same in 1985. 

Tennessee-Chattanooga, armed with 19 
starters from a 6-5 club that lost in the 
first round of the Division I-AA national 
playoffs, is the current defending cham- 
pion. The Paladins challenge with 17 regu- 
lars returning from an 8-3 club that resid- 
ed atop the I-AA national poll for two 
weeks early in the year. 

Bearing in mind that the scheduled Sep- 
tember showdown between the two teams 
probably will determine the league cham- 
pion, the coaches moved the game to the 
season’s final Saturday in November. 

Despite that maneuver, Sheridan offers 
no guarantee that the championship will 
be hanging in the balance. 

“Nothing’s for sure,” he said. “Western 
Carolina had all those people back last 
season and didn’t win the conference.” 

Indeed, the Catamounts, blessed with 17 
returning starters, fell early to Tennes- 
see-Chattanooga and later dropped a one- 
point scoring orgy to The Citadel. Thus, 
the club with so many veterans from the 
1983 finalist in the I-AA playoffs did not 
even compete in the ‘84 championship 
tournament. 

A fierce defensive unit that surren- 
dered an average of only 297.4 yards and 
14.9 points per game carried the Mocca- 
sins to the Southern title in their first sea- 
son under Coach Buddy Nix, and the re- 
turn of 10 starters from that unit promises 
no drop-off on defense. Nix expects more 
help from the offense this year. 

“We just were not good enough to score 
a lot last season,” Nix said. “We knew that 
in spring practice, and we made up our 
minds then to win on defense and try not 
to get beat on offense. 

“We felt we had a chance to win, and 
we did. But sometimes I wonder how.” 

An improved offense should give Nix 
the firepower to avoid some of those nail- 


biter finishes a year ago. Immediate assis- 
tance arrived in the form of tailbacks 
Alan Evans and Keith Montgomery. 
Evans transferred from Auburn, where he 
backed up Bo Jackson, and Montgomery 
came from Georgia, where he succeeded 
Herschel Walker. They'll split the tailback 
duties. 

“I dang sure hope they help the of- 
fense,” Nix said. “They should. They're 
strong, they’ve got big-time experience 
and they ought to give us some spark. 
Among other things, the line won’t have 
to hold blocks so long.” 

In one spring scrimmage, Montgomery 
ripped off 110 yards in nine carries 
against the Moccasins’ tried-and-true de- 
fense. 

Guard Brent Johnson, a legitimate All- 
America candidate, and fullback Mitch 
Fontenot headline the offensive veterans. 
It is not certain who will be calling the 
signals for the Moccasins even though 
senior Tim Couch is a returning starter. 
Couch passed for only 646 yards last fall 
and will be challenged for the starting job 
by redshirt freshman Carlton Jenkins. 
The receiving corps, however, could be a 
problem spot. 

The defense is missing only all-confer- 
ence tackle Bob Standifer, a first-round 
draft pick in the United States Football 
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APPALACHIAN STATE 


Coach: Sparky Woods 

1984 Record: 4-7; 7th in conf., 2-5. 

Offense: Multiple. Defense: Multiple. 

Key Losses: Ed Boyd, OG; Randy Joyce, QB; 
Rocky Martin, K; Chris Patton, DT; Jay Wilson, 
OL; Everett Withers, LB. 

Starters Returning: Offense (7): Mike Cal- 
laway, T, 6-6/274; Jr.; Troy Douglas, WR, 5- 
10/160, Jr.; James Hardman, L, 6-4/258, Jr.; 
Cliff Reid, RB, 5-11/212, Sr.; Russell Payne, 
TE, 6-2/223, Jr.; John Settle, RB, 5-9/202, Jr.; 
Paul Sheets, L, 6-3/253, Sr. Defense (7): 
Jimmy Armstrong, DB, 5-8/166, Jr.; Anthony 
Downs, T, 6-2/261, Soph.; Cedric Felton, LB, 
6-0/203, Jr.; Dino Hackett, LB, 6-4/216, Sr.; 
Keith Hairston, DB, 6-1/180, Sr.; Chris Melick, 
T, 6-2/230, Jr; Struggy Smith, DB, 6-2/191, 
Sr. 

Key Returnees: Quincy Bethea, DB, Soph.; 
Doug Beaty, DB, Soph.; Scott Clegg, LB, dr. 
Kenny Dawson, RB, Soph.; David Freeland, DL, 
Soph.; Keith Isom, WR, Soph.; Chris Moore, 
LB, Jr.; Todd Payton, QB, Soph.; Mark Royals, 
P, Sr. 

Top Newcomers: Me! Campbell, LB; Tommy 
Dawkins, DL; Lester Glanton, LB; Derrick Gra- 
ham, DL; Ron Johnson, DL; Tony Mercer, DL; 
Frank Roberts, DL; Jimmy Snowden, DL. 


THE CITADEL 


Coach: Tom Moore (10-12, 2 years; 29-34 
overall, 6 years) 

1984 Record: 7-4; 3rd in conf., 4-2. 

Offense: Pro-Set. Defense: Multiple. 

Key Losses: Jim Grabrish, OT; Dave Garner, 
OG; Robert Hill, QB; Cedric Lash, DB; George 
Milton, DE; Billy Morgan, DB; Jesse Prioleau, 
DE. 

Starters Returning: Offense (8): Victor Fra- 
zier, WR, 6-5/225, Sr.; Lee Glaze, WR, 5- 
10/180, Sr.; Ray Goins, C, 6-2/230, Sr.; Fred- 
die Johnson, TE, 6-4/215, Sr.; Warren 
McGrier, RB, 6-0/205, Jr.; Clint Smith, G, 6- 
1/250, Sr.; Bo Willard, T, 6-1/250, Sr.; Adrian 
Willlams, RB, 5-11/180, Jr. Defense (7): Rich- 
ard Brock, LB, 6-0/220, Sr.; Rick Campbell, 
LB, 6-0/215, Jr.; David Lambert, DB, 5-9/175, 
Sr.; Albert Pressley, DB, 6-1/180, Jr.; Todd 
Robbins, T, 6-2/230, Sr.; Joel Thompson, LB, 
6-2/190, Jr.; Scott Thompson, T, 6-5/260, Jr. 
Key Returnees: Kip Allen, QB, Jr.; Marc Buoni- 
conti, LB, Soph.; Ray Campbell, AB, Sr.; Eric 
Gillespie, DB, Jr.; Charles Jenkins, OT, Jr.; 
Vernon Jones, DB, Soph.; Jason Matthews, C, 
Soph.; Clay Morphis, TE, Sr.; Jim Petty, C, Jr.; 
John Stephens, PR, Soph. 

Top Newcomers: Tony Bolton, RB; Tommy 
Burriss, QB; Mat Larkin, DE; Johnny Spurrier, 
QB; Dom Stala, L; Roger Whiterspoon, RB. 


DAVIDSON 


Coach: Vic Gatto (first year at Davidson; 48- 
45-4 overall, 12 years) 

1984 Record: 2-8; 9th in conf., 0-5. 

Offense: Multiple. Defense: Multiple. 

Key Losses: Scott Brendle, TE; Jeff Haney, QB; 
Mike Longshire, FB; David Turner, HB. 
Starters Returning: Offense (4): Lou Krempel, 
C, 6-2/250, Jr.; Eric McClarty, SE, 5-11/175, 
Jr.; Jay Poag, WR/QB, 6-0/180, Jr.; Russ 
West, T, 6-1/240, Sr. Defense (8): Marcus 
Allen, E, 6-1/220, Jr.; Brett Beebe, CB, 5- 
10/175, Jr; Micah Downing, LB, 5- 10/200, Jr.; 
Andy Macary, T, 6-2/245, Jr; Scott Morrison, 
LB, 5-11/195, Sr.; Doug Neil, DB, 6-1/170, 
Sr.; Tony Smith, CB, 5-9/ 160, Sr.; Gary Stew- 
art, OB, 6-0/180, Jr, 

Key Returnees; Steve Bradley, QB, Jr.; Aaron 
Edwards, WR, Soph.; Horace Manor, FB, Sr. 
Top Newcomers: Phil Comeau, TE; Dana 
Crimson, WR; Phillip Eckelstore, LB; Matt Full- 
man, DT. 


EAST TENNESSEE STATE 


Coach: Buddy Sasser (9-13, 2 years; 45-40-3 
overall, 8 years) 

1984 Record: 6-5; 4th in conf., 2-4, 

Offense: |-formation, Defense: 50. 

Key Losses: Danny Carmichael, NG; David 
Ferrell, DE; Phil Forney, DE; Glen Hardeman, 
OT; Jim Murphy, WR; Mark Sheffield, OT; 
Lamar Sherman, OT; David Vestal, LB; Gary 
Wilkerson, CB; Rob Younger, OG; Gary Zingler, 
Ss. 

Starters Returning: Offense (9): Jerry Butler, 
RB, 5-11/187, Sr.; Mark Cook, T, 6-3/257, Sr.; 
Danny Cox, TE, 6-2/225, Jr.; Keith Harris, WR, 
6- 1/179, Jr.; Herman Jacobs, FB, 5-6/187, 
Jr.; Rick Noel, G, 6-2/236, Sr.; Ricky Thomp- 
son, C, 6-1/234, Sr.; Mark Tucker, WR, 5- 
10/188, Sr.; Robbie White, OB, 6-1/192, Sr. 
Defense (4): Darren Adams, T, 6-1/235, Jr.; 
Charlie Benford, S, 5-10/191, Sr.; Pernell 
Latham, CB, 5-8/169, Jr.; Dubie Piquet, DB, 
5-11/175, Soph, 

Key Returnees: Frank Armstrong, WR, Sr.; 
Herbie Campbell, K, Sr.; George Cimadevilla, 
P, Jr.; Thane Gash, DB, Jr.; Shawn Henry, OG, 
Soph.; Stacy Seal, OT, Jr.; Calvin Thompson, 
NG, Jr; John York, OG, Jr.) Harvey Zachery, 
DE, Sr. 

Top Newcomers: Wayne Armstrong, QB; Sam 
Brown, WR. 


FURMAN 


Coach: Dick Sheridan (57-21-2, 7 years) 
1984 Record: 8-3; 4th in conf., 3-3. 

Offense: |-formation. Defense: 52, 

Key Losses: Rock Hurst, LB; Jerrod Smith, DE: 
Dennis Williams, FB. 

Starters Returning: Offense (9): Steve Cop- 
penger, TE, 6- 1/213, Sr.; Jim Edmonson, T, 6- 
2/235, Sr.; Chas Fox, WR/Pr, 6-0/ 185, Sr,; 
Robbie Gardner, TB, 5-9/200, Sr.; Clay Hen- 
drix, G, 5-11/220, Sr.; Bobby Lamb, QB, 6- 
0/180, Sr.; Jeff Lee, TE, 6-3/210, Sr.; Brad 
Merkl, G, 5-9/225, Sr.; Gene Reeder, C, 5- 
11/220, Sr, Defense (8): Eddie Bopp, NG, 6- 
1/225, Sr.; Kenny Elder, T, 6-2/250, Sr.; Mitch 
Gibson, E, 5-10/200, Sr.; Greg Hall, T, 6- 
2/220, Sr; Karl Moody, S, 6-2/192, Sr.; Benji 
Mottie, CB, 5-11/192, Jr.; Jerome Norris, CB, 
6-0/ 186, Soph,; Steve Squire, S, 6-2/ 180, Jr. 
Key Returnees: Fred Baber, S, Sr. (RS/knee); 
Andrew Bernstein, OT, Sr.; James Brown, P, 
Soph; Kirk Burnett, WR, Jr.; Billy Cato, OT, Jr; 
Kyle Davis, LB, Sr.; Andrian Despres, DE, Jr.; 
John Drye, FB, Sr.; Brian Jager, KR, Jr.; Verdell 
Patterson, LB, Sr.; Paul Pendleton, OG, Jr.; 
Terry Phillips, OT, Sr, (RS/knee); Greg Smith, 
RB, Jr; David Taylor, OG, Sr. (RS/toe); Todd 
Walker, DT, Sr. 

Top Newcomers: Jeff Blankenship, LB; Ricky 
Thompson, DE, 


MARSHALL 


Coach: Stan Parrish (6-5, 1 year; 48-8-1 
overall, 6 years) 

1984 Record: 6-5, T5th in conf,, 2-4, 

Offense: Pro-Set, Defense: 52. 

Key Losses: Jeff Borman, DT; Rob Bowers, OT; 
Mike Copenhaver, S; Ethan Fields, NG; Alan 
Huff, OT; Tony Lellie, LB; Marty Palazeti, DE; 
Leon Simms, CB; Steve Stoll, OG; Juan Stout, 
C; Robert Surratt, TB; Steve Wendt, OT. 
Starters Returning: Offense (6): Danny Aber- 
crombie, WR, 5-9/175, Sr.; Randy Clarkson, 
FB, 6-3/210, Sr.; Carl Fodor, QB, 6- 1/175, Sr.; 
Tim Lewis, TE, 6-2/190, Sr.; Steve Staley, G, 
6-7/251, Jr; Brian Swisher, WR, 5-8/ 145, Sr. 
Defense (4): John Ceglie, LB, 6-2/220, Sr; 
Shawn Finnan, NG, 6-2/235, Soph.; Jerome 
Hazzard, S, 6-0/180, Soph.; Garfield Lewis, 
CB, 5-10/185, Sr. 

Key Returnees: Darryl Johnson, DE, Jr.; Sam 
Manos, C, Sr.; Mike Salmons, P, Sr.; Bob Ujli- 
man, WR, Sr. 

Top Newcomers: Doug Davenport, TB; Darryl 
Deboes, TB (RS); Jerry Harris, FB; Mark 
Smith, LB (transfer from West Virginia Tech); 
John Spellacy, LB; Preston Washington, OT. 
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UT- CHATTANOOGA 


Coach: Buddy Nix (6-5, 1 year) 

1984 Record: 6-5; Ist in conf., 5-1. 

Offense: Multiple. Defense: Multiple, 

Key Losses: Artis Edwards, TB; Rodney Sever - 
ance, OL; Bob Standifer, DT. 

Starters Returning: Offense (9): Alan Barner, 
WR, 5-10/166, Sr; Scott Campbell, G, 6- 
2/250, Soph.; Tim Couch, QB, 6-1/200, Sr; 
Mitch Fontenot, FB, 6-0/205, Jr.; Brent John- 
son, G, 6-2/250, Sr.; Rod Scott, T, 6-2/232, 
Sr.; Mark Singleterry, T, 6-0/243, Sr.; Darryl 
Streeter, WR, 5-8/161, Soph,; Stanley Turner, 
TE, 6-3/218, Sr. Defense (10): Philip Aldridge, 
S, 6-2/187, Sr.; Bryan Bergey, S, 6-0/ 180, Jr; 
Kenny Booker, CB, 5-7/152, Jr.; Zack Ervin, 
LB, 6-2/198, Jr.; David McCrary, CB, 5- 
10/159, Sr.; Randall Mitchell, NG, 6-1/259, 
Sr.; Greg Moore, LB, 6-0/237, Jr.; Glen Rich- 
ardson, LB, 6-1/205, Sr; Conrad Stokes, T, 
6-3/255, Jr.; Spanky Thomas, LB, 5-9/189, Jr. 
Key Returnees: Ricky Butler, LB, Jr., Murphy 
Campbell, FB, Jr.; Godfrey Durham, NG, Jr; 
Brian Harrison, DT, Soph.; William lvery, LB, 
Soph.; Jonathan Parker, KR, Soph. 

Top Newcomers: Quinton Alford, WR; Alan 
Evans, TB (transfer from Auburn); Anthony 
Foster, DB; Johnnie Jackson, LB (RS); Carlton 
Jenkins, QB (RS); Keith Montgomery, TB 
(transfer from Georgia); Reide Onley, K. 


VMI 


Coach; Eddie Williamson (First year at VMI) 
1984 Record: 1-9; 8th in conf., 1-4. 

Offense: Multiple. Defense: Multiple. 

Key Losses: Neil Lowenstein, DE; Steve Pal- 
mer, DT; P.W. Sarver, DE; Terry Thompson, S; 
David Twillie, G; David Tyler, K; Scott Vaughn, 
S; Jimmy Walker, LB; Mike Wooten, C. 
Starters Returning: Offense (8): Trent 
Bridges, RB, 5-10/189, S, Jr.; Al Comer, QB, 
6-3/192, Sr.; Derrick Johnson, T, 6-4/230, Jr.; 
Mike Necessary, G, 6-2/248, Sr.; Steve Pan- 
cham, TE, 6-2/204, Sr.; John Parrott, FB, 5- 
10/195, Soph.; Jim Radle, SE, 6-1/197, Sr.; 
James Wright, FL, 5-9/166, Soph. Defense 
(5): Chris Clark, CB, 6- 1/180, Soph.; Ambrose 
Phillips, CB, 5-10/180, Sr.; Glen Ralston, LB, 
6-1/205, Sr.; Tim White, LB, 6-6/208, Soph.; 
Dan Young, G, 6-0/230, Soph, 

Key Returnees: Mark Bristol, CB, Soph. ( med- 
ical RS); Jeff Brown, QB/WA, Jr.; Neal Felty, 
OT, Sr.; Todd Freiwald, DE, Soph.; Tom Mc- 
Carthy, C, Sr.; Louis Rucker, LB, Sr.; Bob 
Scaglione, G, Sr.; Aubrey Walton, OT, Soph.; 
Keith Washington, SE, Jr.; Calvin Williams, WR, 
Soph.; Mike Wood, LB, Soph.; Eric Wood - 
house, S, Soph.; Ricky Zgol, RB, Jr. 

Top Newcomer: Jim Wall, K. 


WESTERN CAROLINA 


Coach: Bob Waters ( 100-67-5, 16 years) 
1984 Record: 8-3; 2nd in conf., 5-2. 

Offense: Multiple. Defense: Multiple 44. 

Key Losses: Mark Buffamoyer, DT; Louis Coo- 
per, DE; Jeff Gilbert, QB; Tiger Greene, S; Ber - 
nard Jones, DB; Ricky Pate, LB; Eric Rasheed, 
FL; Steve Taylor, C; Eddie West, TE. 

Starters Returning: Offense (7): Tyron De- 
Lapp, SE, 5-11/176, Sr.; Steve Hall, G, 6- 
3/230, Jr.; Mike Herndon, T, 6-2/260, Sr.; Billy 
Ray Jones, FB, 5- 10/200, Jr.; Eddie Maddox, 
TB, 5-8/180, Jr.; Marty Reagan, T, 6-3/285, 
Sr.; Charles Stephenson, G, 6-4/235, Sr. De- 
fense (6): Fred Davis, CB, 5- 10/180, Jr.; Mark 
King, T, 6-2/235, Sr.; Stuart Lay, DB, 5- 
10/180, Sr.; Miles Nicholson, CB, 6- 1/185, Sr.; 
Kendall Rycroft, LB, 6- 1/220, Jr.; Clyde Sim- 
mons, E, 6-6/240, Sr. 

Key Returnees: Eric Bratcher, CB, Jr. 
(RS/knee); Mike Hill, C, Sr.; Steve Kornegay, 
P, Sr.; Willie Perkins, QB, Jr. (RS/leg); Kirk 
Roach, K, Soph.; Billy Shepard, LB, Jr. 
(RS/head). 

Top Newcomers: Bryce Cantrell, TB; Todd 
Cottrell, QB; Cedric Lee, LB; James Morris, DE; 
Geno Segers, DE. 


League. Linebacker Glen Richardson and 
defensive backs David McCrary and Phi- 
lip Aldridge earned All-Southern honors a 
year ago, and they join linebacker Zack 
Ervin and noseguard Randall Mitchell in 
anchoring the unit. 

Nix, whose college coaching resume 
lists stops at Carson-Newman, Livingston 
State, Southern Mississippi, Auburn and 
Louisiana State, discovered some things 
that needed changing when he arrived in 
Chattanooga a year ago. 

“Chattanooga had won games but no 
championships for a few years, and inter- 
est and enthusiasm were lagging,” he re- 
called. “I thought recruiting had started to 
slack off, too.” 

Now, enthusiasm among fans and play- 
ers is building, and Nix likes his incoming 
recruits. But, he said, “that’s a lot like get- 
ting married. You don't know what you 
have for a couple of years.” 

Furman didn't have experience on its 
side when it opened the ‘84 season with 
only six returning starters, but the Pala- 
dins nevertheless climbed atop the I-AA 
polls after whipping their first two oppo- 
nents and then North Carolina State and 
Marshall for a 4-0 start. After a midseason 
skid, the Paladins finished strong, outscor- 
ing their last three foes, 139-27. 


“Usually, one play made the difference 
in the losses," Sheridan recalled. “The 
mistakes were our own doing; we could 
play with anybody. It’s frustrating to think 
about, but hopefully we're a better team 
now.” 

They should be. The veterans include 
all-conference tailback Robbie Gardner 
and top-ranked quarterback Bobby Lamb. 
Gardner rushed for 1,232 yards while 
averaging a whopping 7.3 yards per carry 
last fall. Lamb, meanwhile, ranked third 
nationally in passing efficiency after com- 
pleting 106 of 191 passes for 1,781 yards 
and a school-record 19 touchdowns. 

Lamb has a good pair of pass catchers 
in Chas Fox and tight end Jeff Lee. Fox, 
who last year caught 31 passes for 548 
yards, is an All-America candidate at 
wide receiver. 

Center Gene Reeder anchors a line that 
returns all but one 1984 starter. 

Defensively, both linebackers, includ- 
ing All-America Rock Hurst, must be re- 
placed, but Verdell Patterson, Kyle Davis 
and Mitch Gibson (formerly an end) 
should solve the problem. 

Noseguard Eddie Bopp and tackles 
Kenny Elder and Greg Hall are the hold- 
overs from a defensive line that needs a 
new pair of ends. In the secondary, cor- 


nerback Jerome Norris has All-America 
potential coming off a season in which he 
picked off five passes. 

“It's completely different this season,” 
Sheridan said. “We've got experience. We 
should be a better team trying to improve 
even more. 

“Normally, we have about half our 
starters back, and that’s what I like in 
order to be consistent. But we just had a 
small senior class last year.” 

Sheridan is not worried about his play- 
ers becoming overconfident. 

“Even in the years we've won the 
championship, there hasn't been that 
much difference,” he said. “We won't out- 
size or out-personnel many teams. We're 
not bigger, stronger or faster up front, and 
we've got to scrap for everything. Those 
smal! linemen keep us from getting 
cocky.” 

Western Carolina returns 13 starters, 
not including a pair of all-conference 
kicking specialists, but Coach Bob Waters 
would like his championship chances bet- 
ter if he had a veteran quarterback. All- 
Southern signal-caller Jeff Gilbert is 
among the missing, and replacing his two- 
season totals of 4,311 yards passing and 26 
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touchdown throws will be a challenge. 

“The key to our season is how we re- 
place him,” Waters said. “We throw a lot, 
and that's the key position. We're in pret- 
ty good shape everywhere else.” 

Redshirt junior Willie Perkins and 
freshman Todd Cottrell are the top candi- 
dates to replace Gilbert. 

The departure of all-league performers 
Eric Rasheed at flanker and Steve Taylor 
at center also will hurt. However, All- 
Southern tackle Mike Herndon leads a 
crew of four returning starters on a strong 
line, and Billy Ray Jones is a solid full- 
back. 

The Catamounts return some good 
players on defense such as end Clyde Sim- 
mons, an All-America candidate, and cor- 
nerback Miles Nicholson. The squad looks 
thin in some areas, though, especially on 
the line, where All-America-end Louis 
Cooper is a notable absentee. Injuries to 
front-line players would be devastating. 

Western Carolina boasts one of the best 
kicking games around. Punter Steve Kor- 
negay led all I-AA players in that category 
with a 43.4-yard average last fall, while 
place-kicker Kirk Roach, the league’s 
Freshman of the Year, was No. 2 nation- 
ally in field goals after converting 16 of 24 
attempts. 

The Citadel is another club with a wide- 
open offense in search of a quarterback. 
Junior Kip Allen will get the call to re- 
place Robert Hill, who set 12 school rec- 
ords and sparked the Bulldogs to a 7-4 sea- 
son after going 3-8 the year before. 

Allen will be blessed with a good group 
of receivers, especially All-Southern wide 
receiver Victor Frazier. The 6-foot-5 sen- 
ior, who already is the school’s all-time 
leader in receptions and reception yard- 
age, last year hauled in 53 passes for 909 
yards. 

The Bulldogs lost a tremendous pair of 
offensive linemen, All-America tackle Jim 
Gabrish and All-Southern guard Dave 
Garner, but they return eight offensive 
Starters, including their top two running 
backs, 

Linebacker Richard Brock, who led the 
team with 137 tackles a year ago, tops the 
defensive veterans, Filling both starting 
end slots is a top priority for Coach Tom 
Moore, who was named the league’s 
Coach of the Year in his second season at 
The Citadel. 

Junior Greg Davis takes care of the 
punting and place-kicking. 

Marshall's 6-5 record in its first season 
under Coach Stan Parrish represents the 
school’s best mark since 1964, and opti- 
mism is the order of the day. Senior Carl 
Fodor, who completed 53 percent of his 
passes for 2,888 yards and 22 touchdowns 
last autumn, returns with three of his top 
five receivers to trigger the aerial attack. 

Tight end Tim Lewis, who caught 53 
passes for 799 yards a year ago, is Fodor's 
main target. Wide receivers Brian 
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Marshall quarterback Carl 
Fodor is coming off a 22- 
touchdown 1984 campaign. 


Swisher (41 catches) and Danny Aber- 
crombie (30 catches) are the deep 
threats. 

Fodor may have a problem in that only 
one of five starters, guard Steve Staley, 
returns to the line. 

Noseguard Shawn Finnan and corner- 
back Garfield Lewis spearhead the de- 
fense, which lacks depth throughout. 

East Tennessee State climbed to 6-5 in 
its second season under Coach Buddy 
Sasser. The Buccaneers’ high point was 
handing Tennessee-Chattanooga its only 
league setback. 

The biggest off-season losses came on 
defense, where only four starters return, 
but Sasser believes an improved offense 
and an excellent kicking game will take 
up the slack. Offensive errors left the 
Bucs’ defense in a hole all too often a year 
ago, and curbing that tendency would be a 
giant stride forward in Sasser’s rebuilding 
program. 

Improvement will be expected from 
quarterback Robbie White in particular. 
White completed more than half of his at- 
tempts as a junior last year but also was 
intercepted 11 times while throwing only 
five touchdown passes. 

Senior Jerry Butler could be one of the 
best I-AA running backs in the country, 
despite the implication of his mediocre 
1984 statistics (615 yards rushing, 3.6 per 
carry). An unimpressive front line—a 
problem that may surface again this sea- 
son—may have been partly responsible 
for that. 

Place-kicker Herbie Campbell, who was 
successful on 15 of 21 field-goal tries last 
fall, and punter George Cimadevilla (42.3- 
yard average) form a terrific kicking 
combination. 

A new quarterback creates a mystery 
at Appalachian State, where Randy 
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Joyce, who holds most of the school's 
passing and total-offense records, will be 
succeeded by a sprint-out specialist, soph- 
omore Todd Payton. The letterman at- 
tempted only 41 passes a year ago. 

Coach Sparky Woods is optimistic about 
the rest of his backfield, though. Junior 
John Settle (803 yards rushing) and senior 
Cliff Reid are a good pair of running 
backs. 

Linebacker Dino Hackett and tackle 
Anthony Downs, each of whom registered 
more than 100 tackles last year, lead a 
defense that is young but improving. Only 
four starters must be replaced from that 
unit. 

The Southern boasts yet another strong 
punter in senior Mark Royals, who 
averaged 41.5 yards per kick for the 
Mountaineers last fall. 

Virginia Military Institute and David- 
son share two things in common—new 
coaches and a burning desire to lead their 
teams out of their holes deep in the sec- 
ond division. 

Eddie Williamson inherits 13 starters 
among 37 lettermen at VMI, but whether 
they'll remain starters or at their present 
positions is up in the air. Williamson and 
his staff spent spring practice experi- 
menting with strategies and evaluating 
players. 

The skill positions on offense appear 
solid, but the line is thin. 

All-Southern tight end Steve Pancham 
(38 catches) and running back Trent 
Bridges (455 yards rushing) head the of- 
fensive veterans returning from a 1-9 
squad. Junior Jeff Brown, who split his 
time last season between offense and de- 
fense (cornerback), will challenge incum- 
bent Al Comer at quarterback. 

Williamson, a former offensive line 
coach, will use an eight-man front on de- 
fense because in his experience, it is the 
toughest line to block. “It gives us a better 
stunt-and-blitz package,” he said. 

However, only one starter, sophomore 
guard Dan Young, returns among defen- 
sive down linemen. Cornerback Chris 
Clark is the Keydets’ ringleader on de- 
fense. 

Coach Vic Gatto takes over at David- 
son, and being competitive will be a chal- 
lenge. The Wildcats, who have posted 
only one winning season since 1969, de- 
feated only a couple of NAIA foes last sea- 
son and fell to their only three conference 
opponents by scores of 45-13, 37-14 and 55- 
7 


Despite the fact that Davidson does not 
award athletic scholarships—aid is pro- 
vided according to financial need—Gatto 
does have an All-America candidate on 
his roster, defensive end Marcus Allen. 
The defense should be improved, but the 
Wildcats are not likely to upset the bal- 
ance of power in the Southern. @ 


Bob Spear covers college sports for the State in 
Columbia, S.C. 


The Missing Link 


Colonels Think 
They’ve Found 
A Quarterback 


By GENE McLEAN 


T:: first day that Mike Whitaker 
showed up at an Eastern Kentucky 
practice, complete with a reputa- 
tion and a golden arm, the coaches gath- 
ered around. 

There was Coach Roy Kidd, peering. 
There was offensive coordinator Leon 
Hart, staring. They wanted to see what 
Whitaker had stuck up his sleeve. 

The first pass: Zilch. 

The second pass: Zap. 

The third pass: Zing. 

The fourth pass: Zone. As in end zone. 

“OK, I'm ready,’ Whitaker said, not 
batting an eye. 

Hart looked at Kidd. Kidd looked at 
Whitaker. The players looked at each 
other. And Whitaker? He just looked good. 

“T think we've just found us a quarter- 
back,” Hart said, a smile inching under 
his mustache. 

After two years of searching for a com- 
petent quarterback—and two years of ex- 
iting the Division I-AA national playoffs 
early—it looks as if perennial Ohio Valley 
Conference power Eastern Kentucky has 
found its missing link. Behind Whitaker, a 
junior transfer from Kentucky, this very 
well could be the year the Colonels return 
to familiar territory—the I-AA summit. 

“T can’t wait until the fall gets here,” 
said Whitaker, who could be mistaken for 
a linebacker with his 6-foot-2, 215-pound 
frame. “To tell you the truth, I’m looking 
forward to this season with a great deal of 
enthusiasm. 

“The big thing is that I feel like I defi- 
nitely have something to prove. A lot of 
people are saying I should have come 
here to begin with, that I couldn't play 
major-college football. I want to shut 
them up. I want to give them something 
else to talk about.” 

Mike Whitaker has always been some- 
thing to talk about—and with good reason. 
Many believe that Whitaker is the best 
quarterback to play in Kentucky since the 
days when Johnny Unitas starred at 
Louisville. Whitaker, according to local 
lore, could throw a football across a hol- 
low. He could run through the thickets 
where the rabbits couldn’t go. He was big 
and strong enough to mine coal with one 
hand and brew shine with the other. 

“When I was in the third grade I started 
playing football,” Whitaker recalled. “I 
played flanker for two years and then I 
moved to quarterback. I’ve been there 
ever since. My dad, Ike Whitaker, would 


offensive reputation. 


take me out in the backyard every day, 
and we would throw. It just seemed to 
come natural. I just felt like a quarter- 
back. 

“Then one day, somebody showed up 
and says, ‘Boy, you’re something else.’ I 
didn’t know it. I was just having a good 
time.” 

Soon a lot of people knew it. At little 
Leslie County High School in the rural 
foothills, Whitaker was the starting quar- 
terback for four years, during which time 
he led his team to a 30-14 record and three 
district championships. He was all-state in 
football, was a four-year starter and had 
his jersey number retired in basketball 
and was a letterman in track. 

One of the first things Jerry Claiborne 
did when he was hired as coach of the 
Kentucky Wildcats after the 1981 season 
was to sign Mike Whitaker, who was to be 
the life-support system for Kentucky's de- 
clining football program. Whitaker 
couldn't have been happier. 

“I grew up loving Kentucky,” he said. 
“That was the only place I wanted to go. I 


. Tailback Barry Cox should help Eastern Kentucky live up to its 


even turned down visits to other places. 
There was only one thought on my mind 
—UK. I really thought I was going to be 
their quarterback and they were going to 
be my school.” 

But such was not the case. He appeared 
in only three games as a freshman, com- 
pleting four of 10 passes for 39 yards, and 
sat out the 1983 season as a redshirt. 
When his lot with the Wildcats did not im- 
prove in the spring of '84, the disenchant- 
ed quarterback decided to transfer to 
Eastern Kentucky that fall. 

“Coach Kidd talked to me in high 
school,” Whitaker said, ‘and my senior 
year I played in an all-star game with 
Coach Kidd’s son (Keith). They were nice 
people, and I always remembered that. 

“After my first two years at UK, I knew 
I had to do something, so I left. I want to 
prove that | am a good quarterback. All 1 
ever asked for was a chance to play and 
prove that. I didn’t get that chance at 
Kentucky." 


Continued 
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Akron 
Coach: Jim Dennison (72-58-2, 12 years) 


1984 Record; 4-7; 6th in conf., 2-5. 

Offense: Multiple. Defense: 5-4. 

Key Losses: Doug Dillon, LB; Greg Gilbert, OG; 
Tim Hodges, TE; Russell Holmes, LB; Robert 
Johnson, DB; Richard Kelker, OT; Clarence 
Kelly, DB; Mike Paramore, DB; Frank Simon, P; 
Mike Supplee, OT. 

Starters Returning: Offense (7): Mike Clark, 
TB, 5-9/175, Jr; Willie Davis, WR, 6-1/172, 
Sr.; Greg Dennison, WR, 6-0/160, Jr.; Tony 
Lauro, FB, 5-11/190, Jr.; Tim Romantic, G, 6- 
3/220, Jr.; Vernon Stewart, QB, 6-3/175, Jr.; 
Mike Teifke, C, 6-4/220, Jr. Defense (7): 
Wayne Grant, MG, 6-2/265, Sr.; Doug Knepp, 
T, 6-5/220, Soph.; Dan Kreighbaum, T, 5- 
11/220, Sr.; Jeff Lake, LB, 6-1/208, Sr.; Steve 
Rafac, MG, 6-1/220, Sr.; Greg Reed, LB, 6- 
1/212, Sr.; Tim Wallace, DB, 5- 10/174, Sr. 
Key Returnees: Troy Burgins, DB, Jr.; Anthony 
Green, TB, Jr.; Ed Grimsley, LB, Sr. (RS) Bill 
Hadden, LB, Jr.; Brian Hagenmaier, TB, Jr.; 
Dan Hampton, TB, Soph.; Nick lademarco, OG, 
Jr.; Gary Kalis, OT, Sr,; Chris Kelly, TE, Jr; Ken 
Kline, C, Jr.; Jeff Long, MG, Jr; Brian Moran, 
DB, Jr.; Ron Pasquale, OG, Jr.; Larry Small, 
WR, Jr.; Steve Stams, QB, Jr.; Kevin Schwartz, 
DT, Sr.; Tom Swing, QB, SR.; Ron Taylor, TE, 
Jr.; Greg Thomas, LB, Jr.; Bernie Wurts, LB, Jr. 


AUSTIN PEAY STATE 


Coach: Emory Hale (21-21, 4 years) 

1984 Record: 7-4; Sth in conf., 4-3. 

Offense: Multiple. Defense: 52. 

Key Losses: Jim Barlow, NG; James Johnson, 
LB; Floyd James, TB; Steve Pardue, C; Mark 
Stokes, C; Steve Williams, P. 

Starters Returning; Offense (9): Mike Adrag- 
na, T, 6-5/272, Sr.; Jeff Bryant, TE, 6-3/230, 
Sr. Gordon Chatman, T, 6-6/298, Soph.; 
Chuck Cowart, FB, 6- 1/230, Jr.; Terry Gentry, 
SE, 6-3/180, Jr.; Rickey Rice, QB, 6-2/191, 
Sr.; Rob Senft, FL, 6-2/ 183, Sr.; Dusty Stoy, G, 
6-1/240, Sr_; Hugh Thomas, G, 6-2/239, 
Soph, Detense (9): Mike Blair, S, 6- 1/182, Jr.; 
Rodney Blye, CB, 6-1/177, Soph.; Marlin 
Chapman, T, 6-5/260, Sr.; Scott Fox, LB, 6- 
2/222, Jr.; Mike Hamilton, LB, 6- 1/205, Sr.; Bo 
Majors, LB, 6-0/200, Sr.; Mike Mignone, T, 6- 
4/260, Sr.; Ron Shegog, S, 6-1/175, Sr.; Terry 
Taylor, CB, 5-11/171, Sr. 

Key Returnees: Vince Allen, QB, Jr.; Mike 
Becker, OG, Jr.; Kaelin Bird, 0B8/RB, Jr. 
(missed 1984 for personal reasons); Ron 
Clark, CB, Soph.; Dean Edwards, WR, Soph.; 
Chuck Hamby, S, Sr.; Tyke Jackson, OT, 
Soph.; Victor Leavell, FL/AB, Jr, Rex Motes, 
TB/FL, Tracy Neal, TE, Soph.; Rod Smith, 
CB/RB, Jr.; Pat Wilson, S/LB, Sr. 

Top Newcomer: Ricky Goss, FB (JUCO). 


EASTERN KENTUCKY 


Coach: Roy Kidd ( 161-62-7, 21 years) 

1984 Record: 8-3; Ist in conf,, 6-1. 

Offense: Multiple. Defense: 52. 

Key Losses: Anthony Jones, DB; Charles 
Keller, DE; Mike Mims, S; Chris Sullivan, C. 
Starters Returning: Offense (10): Alvin 
Blount, SE, 6-4/201, Jr.; Keith Bosley, T, 6- 
3/305, Sr.; Barry Cox, TB, 5-9/173, Jr.; Simon 
Codrington, TE, 6-3/208, Sr.; Isaiah Hill, Fl, 5- 
9/194, Sr; Byron Ingram, G, 6-2/255, Jr.; Vie 
Parks, FB, 5-9/225, Jr.; Pat Smith, QB, 5- 
10/175, Jr.; Paul Smith, G, 6-3/251, Jr.; Joe 
Spadafino, T, 6-1/246, Sr. Defense (8): Eu- 
gene Banks, NG, 6-0/233, Jr.; Rick Campbell, 
T, 6-2/245, Sr; Ron Davis, LB, 5-11/217, Sr., 
Fred Harvey, LB, 5-11/211, Jr.; Joe Mauntel, 
E, 6-4/230, Sr.; Robert Palmer, T, 6-4/245, 
Sr,; Bobby Scannell, DB, 5-10/185, Sr.; Jeff 
Walker, DB, 5- 11/201, Sr. 

Key Returnees: Danny Copeland, DB, Soph.; 
Anthony Harper, LB, Soph. (academic RS); 
John Jackson, OT, Soph. (academic RS); 
Daryl Johnson, TB, Soph.; Richard Johnson, 
DB, Soph,; Ricky Williams, TE, Soph, 

Top Newcomers; Mike Cadore, WR (RS); 
James Crawford, TB (transfer from Georgia); 
Elroy Harris, TB; Mike Whitaker, QB (transfer 
from Kentucky). 


Youngstown’s Robert Thompson. 


MIDDLE TENNESSEE STATE 


Coach: James Donnelly (36-30, 6 years; 50-37 
overall, 8 years) 

1984 Record: 9-2; T2nd in conf., 5-2. 

Offense: Multiple. Defense: Wide Tackle Six. 
Key Losses: Rick Brito, ©; Randy Carr, LB; 
Greg Casteel, DT; Mickey Corwin, QB; Phil 
Cowan, OG; Vince Hall, TB. 

Starters Returning: Offense (7): Cecil An- 
drews, G, 6-1/243, Jr.; Tony Burse, FB, 6- 
0/210, Jr.; Mike Clarke, TE, 6-1/220, Sr.; 
David. Kercell, T, 6-2/260, Sr.; Ray Palhegyi, 
SE, 6-0/175, Sr.; Mike Pittman, FL, 5-8/ 155, 
Soph.; Larry Pickett, T, 6-4/260, Jr, Defense 
(8): DeJuan Buford, CB, 5-11/193, Soph.; 
Roosevelt Colvard, LB, 6-0/208, Jr.; John 
Garrett, E, 6-0/188, Sr.; Don Griffin, S, 6- 
1/170, Sr.; Doug Homan, g, 6-1/215, Sr. 
Kenny McDaniel, T, 6-2/220, Jr., Bob Moor- 
head, CB, 6-1/190, Jr.; Gary Womack, G, 5- 
11/220, Sr. 

Key Returnees: Gerald Anderson, TB, Soph.; 
Kurt Barnes, QB, Jr.; Robert Frazier, DE, SR.; 
Mike Mathis, LB, Jr.; Mark Morrisin, P, Jr, 

Top Newcomers: Marvin Collier, QB (RS); 
Dwight Stone, TB (JUCO), 


MOREHEAD STATE 


Coach: Bill Baldridge (2-9, 1 year; 7-14 over- 
all, 2 years) 

1984 Record: 2-9; 7th in conf., 1-6. 

Offense: Multiple. Defense: Wide Tackle Six. 
Key Losses: Charlie Franklin, DE; Mike Hanlin, 
QB; Joe Schlager, DG; Brian Shimer, TB; Todd 
Short, WR; David Stukey, OG; Mike Trosper, 
TE; Ray Winebrenner, DT. 

Starters Returning: Offense (6): John Dunn, 
FB, 6-2/205, Sr.; Howard Jacobs, C, 6-3/242, 
Jr.; Billy Poe, G, 6-3/273, Jr.; Daman Ste- 
phens, TB, 5-8/170, Soph.; Joe Wagner, T, 6- 
4/265, Jr.; John Werdell, G, 6-0/238, Sr. De- 
fense (4): Rick Calcutt, T, 5-11/215, Sr.; Matt 
Prichard, E, 6-1/215, Sr.; Ed Veeneman, DG, 
6-3/233, Sr.; Barry Williamson, E, 6-2/230, Sr. 
Key Returnees: Adrian Breen, QB, Jr.; Greg 
Burke, P, Soph.; Tom Buzyniski, WR, Jr.; 
Dennis Carr, FB, Sr. (RS/broken foot, transfer 
from Kansas); Steve Collins, TE, 6-3/200. 
Soph.; Steve Corder, OG, Jr.; Randy Frazier, 
LB, Jr. (RS/knee); Darrell Givens, LB, Soph,; 
Bob Williams, K, Jr. 

Top Newcomers: Kelvin Bellamy, S (JUCQ); 
Rodney Gordon, FB; Glendale Griffin, CB 
(JUCO); Allen Montgomery, DE (JUCQ); 
Shaun Smith, CB (JUCQ). 
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MURRAY STATE 


Coach: Frank Beamer (28-16, 4 years) 

1984 Record: 9-2; T2nd in conf., 5-2. 
Offense: Multiple, Defense: Wide Tackle Six. 
Key Losses: Jose Casanova, DT; Woody Clark, 


Price, DE; Ralph Robinson, S. 

Starters Returning: Offense (10): Tim Billa, C, 
6-2/250, Jr.; Bill Bird, FB, 5-11/215, Soph.; 
Willie Cannon, TB, 6-2/200, Jr.; Chuck Cum- 
mings, FL, 5- 10/170, Jr; Lee McCormick, WR, 
S- 10/170, Sr.; Colby Schreckengost, T, 6- 
5/295, Sr.; Kevin Sisk, QB, 6-2/180, Sr.; Alan 
Tucker, G, 6-2/245, Jr.; Jeff Ulmer, T, 6- 
3/250, Sr., Charlie Wiles, G, 6-2/240, Jr. De- 
fense (6): Luke Curry, LB, 6-0/200, Jr.; Wes- 
ley Keene, LB, 6-3/205, Jr.; Charles Kemp, CB, 
5-9/ 185, Sr.; Mike McGregor, T, 6-3/240, Sr.; 
Tony Woodie, LB, 5-11/205, Jr.; James Yar- 
brough, CB, 6-0/190, Sr. 

Key Returnees: David Dercher, P, Soph.; Paul 
Hickert, K, Soph.; Herbert Jones, DB, Sr. 
(RS/Knee). 

Top Newcomers: Glen Arterburn, QB/DB; 
Chris Murphy, TE; Michael Proctor, QB/0B; 
Vish Talwalkar, QB; Jeff Urbano, TE. 


TENNESSEE TECH 


Coach: Gary Darnell (2-19, 2 years) 

1984 Record: 0-11; 8th in conf,, 0-7. 

Offense: Wishbone, Defense: 52. 

Key Losses: Kraig Allen, DE; Jim Bodron, OT; 
Wendell Bowler, LB (will be redshirted in 
1985); Jeff Daughtry, LB; Sylvester Gregory, 
RB; Larry Hamrick, WA; Keith Palmer, DT; 
Toby Washinger, OG; Marlin Weaver, C. 
Starters Returning: Offense (4); Matt El- 
dridge, TE, 6-3/218, Sr.; Brent Fisher, QB, 6- 
4/208, Jr.; Rick Hinz, G, 6-2/245, Sr.; Brian 
Kiepper, T, 6-6/255, Sr. Defense (6): Joel 
Chandler, CB, 5-11/145, Soph.; Danny 
Crooks, S, 5-11/185, Sr.; Darryl Heintzelman, 
S, 5-9/160, Jr.; Arnee Milton, NG, 6-0/260, 
Sr.; Mark Ralston, T, 6-4/240, Sr.; Willie 
Thompson, CB, 6-0/170, Sr. 

Key Returnees: Kelly Averitt, TE, Soph.; 
Woody Cranford, LB, Sr.; Mike Findlay, C, Sr.; 
Bruce Harfield, DE, Soph.; Eddie Hayward, RB, 
Jr.; Greg Maysonet, QB, Sr.; Frankie Phillips, 
TB, Soph.; Mark Ralston, DT, Sr.; Donald 
Snyder, DT, Sr.; Bruce Winningham, K, Sr,; 
Bryan Wall, OT, Soph. (RS). 

Top Newcomers: Steve Cassidy, OT (RS); 
Charles Collins, NG (RS): James Hird, RB 
(RS); Keith Martin, DT (RS); Patrick Pope, 
QB (JUCO); Lorenzo Rivers, RB (JUCO); Tom 
Squires, LB (JUCO). 


YOUNGSTOWN STATE 


Coach: Bill Narduzzi (63-45-1, 10 years) 
1984 Record: 7-4; T2nd in conf., 5-2. 
Offense: Veer, Defense: 52. 

Key Losses: Mark Derthick, LB; Mike Hardie, 
FB; Frank Pokorny, TE; Chris Stec, DE; Pat 
Toler, LB; John Tomassill, DB. 

Starters Returning: Offense (6): Bob Court- 
ney, QB, 6-3/175, Jr.; John Nevotue, G, 6- 
2/240, Jr; Rick Shepas, WAR, 5-11/195, Jr.; 
Jim Sydliowski, G, 6- 1/235, Jr.; Scott Thomp- 
son, T, 6-4/270, Jr.; John Zelenak, C, 6-1/251, 
Jr. Defense (3): Gary Barber, DB, 6- 1/217, 
Sr.; Terry Chatman, DB, 5-8/170, Sr.; Vince 
Peterson, NG, 6- 1/235, Jr. 

Key Returnees: Greg Cappittee, LB, Sr.; Joel 
Cuffman, TE, Sr.; John Dowling, K, Soph; 
Trenton Lykes, QB, Soph.; John Murphy, RB, 
Jr.; Robert L. Thompson, TB, Sr. (medical 
RS); Lonnie Toles, DB, Jr.; Nick Xides, P, Sr. 
Top Newcomer: Pat Narduzzi, DE. 


LB; Dan Coleman, DE; Keith Leste TE in =z 


Even though he has not played football 
for two years, Whitaker stepped into the 
right situation to prove himself at Eastern 
Kentucky. 

In 1983, with the Colonels coming off a 
13-0 record and a national championship, 
Kidd went with two freshman quarter- 
backs, Pat Smith and Greg Parker. That 
year they combined for only six touch- 
down passes and a whopping 15 intercep- 
tions (including one playoff game), and in 
’84 they totaled just three TD tosses and 
12 interceptions in 12 games. 

Obviously, Whitaker’s arrival comes 
none too soon for the Colonels. Smith has 
moved to free safety, Parker is fighting 
for a backup spot and Whitaker has taken 
over at quarterback. 

“A lot of people expect me to walk right 
in and take us back to the national cham- 
pionship,” Whitaker said. “I know that. 
But I haven't put any extra pressure on 
myself. I know I’ve got to learn the sys- 
tem, the players, and it’s been awhile 
since I've played. And Coach Kidd isn’t 
going to just give me the job. 

“But to be honest, I think I’m ready for 
the challenge. I think I can help this team. 
We've needed some leadership at quarter- 
back, and I hope I can do that. I just want 
to help this team be a big winner again.” 

Whitaker will have some help refur- 
bishing the offense, which was so potent 
when the Colonels went to the national 
title game every year from 1979-82 and 
won the championship in ‘79 and '82. A 
new set of tailbacks is good for starters. 

At the top of the list is junior James 
Crawford, a transfer from Georgia. Craw- 
ford had been listed as the Bulldogs’ No. 1 
tailback at the end of spring drills in 1984 
before transferring last fall. 

“T think with Mike and myself, we can 
give the offense a boost,” he said. 

Another new tailback who should con- 
tribute this season is freshman Elroy Har- 
ris, the only player on The Sporting News’ 
Top 100 Recruits list in the last four years 
who has signed with a I-AA school. 

These newcomers will be joining junior 
tailback Barry Cox, junior fullback Vic 
Parks, senior tackle Keith Bosley and 
seven other returning starters to form an 
offense that should do justice to its tough 
defense. 

Eight starters return from a defensive 
unit that allowed only 16.7 points and 288.6 
yards per game last year. Foremost 
ainong the defenders is linebacker Fred 
Harvey. 

The line also is strong, leaving the sec- 
ondary as the Colonels’ only glaring 
weakness on defense. 

The team most likely to end Eastern 
Kentucky’s string of four consecutive OVC 
titles is Middle Tennessee State, which 
beat the Colonels twice last year—both 
times at Eastern’s Hanger Field—thus re- 
vealing a weak spot in that Colonel mys- 
tique. 


& 


Anderson. 


The second victory came in the first 
round of the I-AA playoffs. The Blue 
Raiders went on to defeat Indiana State in 
the quarterfinals before falling to Louisi- 
ana Tech one step short of the national 
championship game. 

“You have to give Middle credit,” Kidd 
said. “They've done a great job at rebuild- 
ing that program. They kicked our butts 
in the playoffs. They’ve got good players, 
a good program,” 

But that program will be put to the test 
this season. After going 11-3 (including 
playoff games) and leading the league in 
both offense (averaging 348.8 yards per 
game) and defense (giving up just 13.5 
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Middle Tennessee State’s Ohio Valley Conference title hopes 
will depend on youngsters such as sophomore tailback Gerald 


points and 261.8 yards), the Blue Raiders 
have some rebuilding to do. 

Offensively, the Blue Raiders’ top two 
guns—quarterback Mickey Corwin and 
tailback Vince Hall—have graduated. To- 
gether they accounted for 2,935 yards of 
total offense and scored 27 touchdowns 
last fall. 

“Obviously, we have a couple of big 
holes to fill,’ Coach James (Boots) Don- 
nelly said. “Mickey and Vince had great 
years. They'll be tough to replace. I don’t 
know if we can replace them, but we'll 
try.” 
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Doing most of the trying will be sopho- 
more tailback Gerald Anderson and quar- 
terbacks Kurt Barnes, a former Georgia 
transfer who attempted just three passes 
last season, and redshirt freshman Marvin 
Collier. 

Anderson spelled Hall last season and 
ended up with 581 yards on 112 carries 
and three touchdowns. 

“IT think he can be as good as the Hall 
kid,” Eastern Kentucky defensive coordi- 
nator Jack Ison said. 

Defensively, Middle Tennessee lost 
linebacker Randy Carr. But it has eight 
starters back, including All-OVC safety 
Don Griffin, so Donnelly is hoping that the 
defense can carry the Blue Raiders until 
the offense develops. 

“IT think our defense has been the key 
the last couple of years,” Donnelly said. 
“We're not thal big or that strong or that 
mean. We just seem to get the job done. I 
hope our luck continues.” 

Murray State went 9-2 last year but just 
missed making the I-AA playoffs. 

“It's frustrating, but we have to realize 
we have to take care of our own busi- 
ness,” said Coach Frank Beamer, whose 
team lost only to Eastern Kentucky and 
Middle Tennessee last year. “We've got to 
win the big games. We've got to learn 
from our experience and just get over the 
hump.” 

With one of the league’s most potent of- 
fenses, that could happen this season. The 
Racers averaged 28.3 points and 342 yards 
per game last year, and only one of last 
year’s offensive starters is gone. 

The leader is senior quarterback Kevin 
Sisk. In '84, Sisk passed for 1,524 yards and 
12 touchdowns in nine games. He also 
threw 12 interceptions, but it is significant 
that a game in which he did not play and 
a game before which he did not practice 
(both due to injury) are the two games 
Murray State lost last year. 

“With Kevin back, I think we can be 
explosive,’ Beamer said. “He learned a 
lot. He can throw and run the option. If he 
plays well, 1 think we can make it tough 
on some defenses.” 

Helping Sisk are a plethora of running 
backs, led by tailback Willie Cannon (728 
yards rushing last fall) and fullback Bill 
Bird. Tackle Colby Schreckengost an- 
chors a strong line that should give Sisk 
time to find wide receiver Lee McCor- 
mick. 

The defense doesn’t stack up quite as 
nicely, what with five starters gone from 
a strong squad. Herbert Jones will return 
to his safety spot after sitting out last sea- 
son with a knee injury, but the secondary 
still lacks depth. The defensive line, espe- 
cially the ends, are similarly afflicted. 

“That's got me a little worried," 
Beamer said. “But then again, it wouldn't 
be football if there wasn't a worry or 
Two.” 

Akron should not be counted out of this 


year’s OVC race simply because of its 4-7 
record and sixth-place league finish a 
year ago. Consider: 

e@ The Zips lost six games by seven 
points or less. 

@ They have 26 players back who have 
started before (16 on offense, 10 on de- 
fense). 

@ And they have a tailback by the name 
of Mike Clark. 

All Clark did in his first full season was 
rush for 1,172 yards on 258 attempts and 
score four touchdowns. His average of 
117.2 yards per game ranked him third on 
the I-AA rushing charts. 

“He was a total surprise," Coach Jim 
Dennison said of his junior tailback. “I 
thought he'd be a good tailback, but I just 
never thought he could step in and do 
what he did. He did a great job. He has 
good quickness and is durable. Those are 
two great things for a tailback.” 

At quarterback, junior Vernon Stewart 
started strong but finished with 15 inter- 
ceptions and just five touchdown passes 
while completing only 38.8 percent of his 
throws. 

“There's no question he can do the job,” 
Dennison said. “He’s our best quarter- 
back, But right now it’s just a matter of 
confidence. He's got to believe in him- 
self.” 

The Zips’ defense, like their offense, 
could be pretty good this fall, They held 
opponents to 271.9 yards per game in ‘84 
to rank second in the league. 

Leading the Akron defense are line- 
backers Ed Grimsley and Jeff Lake, a 
pair of tough tacklers, and All-OVC middle 
guard Wayne Grant. The secondary, how- 
ever, is suspect. 

Youngstown State is another school in 
the middle of the pack that could be a 
nuisance to the schools at the top of the 
OVC hierarchy. 

Quarterbacks Bob Courtney and Tren- 
ton Lykes both saw considerable action 
last fall and will be back to lead the Pen- 
guins again. They will get help from soph- 
omore tailback Rod Love, who rushed for 
396 yards as a rookie, junior running back 
John Murphy (690 yards rushing) and sen- 
ior tight end Joel Cuffman (25 catches for 
439 yards). The return of senior tailback 
Robert L. Thompson, a medical redshirt 
in '84, should give the Penguins a strong 
offensive backfield. 

The Penguins’ biggest question mark is 
their defense, especially their linebacking 
corps. Leading tackler Pat Toler gradu- 
ated, as did all-conference defensive end 
Chris Stec. The leader may be sophomore 
defensive back Larry Toles, who had four 
interceptions a year ago. 

The Penguins will get a boost from sen- 
ior Nick Xides, who led all OVC punters 
last fall with a 41.5-yard average. 

The team to watch, though, may be 
Morehead State, which is in its second 
year under former Kansas assistant Bill 
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Baldridge. 

When Baldridge took over, Morehead 
State had one of the worst offenses in the 
country. But alter one season, the Eagles 
were averaging 25.5 points and 336.9 
yards per game. 

“lL really concentrated on improving the 
offense,” Baldridge said. “I thought that’s 
where we needed the most help. I put in 
the run-and-shoot and we opened things 
up. I think it worked.” 

One of the reasons it worked was tail- 
back Daman Stephens. As a freshman last 
year, the speedster rushed for 864 yards 
and eight touchdowns, became the most 
electrifying kick returner in the league 
and developed into a pass catcher. 

With a strong line bolstered by junior 
guard Billy Poe, Stephens figures to do 
even better as a sophomore. 

While the Morehead State offense was 
racking up points and yards, its defense 
was letting opponents rack up even more 
(32.4 points and 424.9 yards per game). 
That explains the team's 2-9 record. 

So, Baldridge brought in several junior 
college players to fill holes—defensive 
backs Kelvin Bellamy, Shaun Smith and 
Glendale Griffin and defensive end Allen 
Montgomery, among others. 

“T think we'll be better on defense,” 
Baldridge said. “We got all our experi- 
enced players hurt early last year and we 
just had to tough it out with youngsters. 
But I think the junior college players will 
help. They'll give us more experience.” 

Another team that could surprise is 
Austin Peay State. The Governors, who 
finished with a 7-4 record and a 4-3 league 
mark, have 40 lettermen and 18 starters 
back. 

Senior quarterback Rickey Rice, who 
took over for Vince Allen midway through 
last year, led the Governors to victory in 
four of their last five games. Rice com- 
pleted 50.5 percent of his passes for 776 
yards. However, he threw only two TD 
passes and was intercepted seven times. 

The strength of the team will be its de- 
fense, led by All-OVC safety Ron Shegog 
and tackles Marlin Chapman and Mike 
Mignone. 

A team that won't surprise is Tennes- 
see Tech. Lots of starters are back, in- 
cluding All-America candidate Willie 
Thompson at cornerback, but the Golden 
Eagles were 0-11 last year, so they may be 
better off utilizing some of their new- 
comers. Coach Gary Darnell put his 
team’s predicament in perspective after 
the national signing date when he said: 

“At this point we’ve added 20 names to 
our roster. With those 20, we've filled our 
needs, which are for a big linebacker, two 
fast running backs, a fast receiver, more 
speed in the secondary and a quarter- 
back.” 

Don't expect much. @ 


Gene McLean is a sportswriter for the Lexington 
Herald-Leader. 


What to Do About Tulsa 


Valley Teams 
Are Bracing 
For Hurricane 


By BOB DYER 


TT: Missouri Valley Conference, 
which has been in a state of flux 
during the 1980s, will cease to exist 
as a football league after this season. 

Rumors of the league's possible demise 
have run rampant in recent years, and 
those rumors became reality in late April, 
when presidents of all nine of the confer- 
ence’s schools voted unanimously to drop 
football as a league sport. 

The Missouri Valley had been split into 
three factions. Bradley and Creighton do 
not play football. Tulsa and Wichita State 
are Division I-A schools, and the remain- 
der of the colleges are I-AA members, ex- 
cept for West Texas State, which has 
downgraded its overall sports program to 
the Division II level and had planned to 
leave the conference anyway after this 
season. 

The future that awaits the football-play- 
ing members could be as diverse as the 
programs involved. 

Tulsa, the dominant team in the league, 
and Wichita State almost certainly will 
apply for membership in the College 
Football Association. 

There were rumblings at Drake that 
could cause the school to drop the sport 
entirely as early as next season. How the 
loss of conference affiliation will affect 
Drake's football future is not known at 
this time, Athletic Director Robert 
Karnes said. 

The remainder of the schools might 
choose to seek membership in other I-AA 
leagues. One possibility is the Mid-Conti- 
nent Conference, which now has only four 
football-playing members, 

Though the league’s decision to drop 
football casts a cloud of uncertainty over 
the 1984 campaign, there is one constant 
for the final season. Tulsa remains the 
team to beat. 

The Golden Hurricane captured its fifth 
straight MVC championship last season 
with a 5-0 mark and returns 15 starters, 
nine of them on offense. At least two of 
the Hurricane’s non-conference games, 
however, must be designated as league 
contests if Tulsa is to be eligible for a 
sixth consecutive title. Tulsa has sched- 
uled only three actual MVC opponents 
this year. 

Tulsa’s biggest loss was on the sideline. 
John Cooper, who doubled as coach and 
athletic director, left to replace Darryl 
Rogers as coach at Arizona State. 

Taking over for Cooper is Don Morton, 


(i Illinois State’s prospects will brighten if place-kicker Paul Po- 
liti can return to 1983 form. 


who won a Division II national champion- 
ship at North Dakota State in 1983. Morton 
brings a winning background to Tulsa, so 
the Hurricane shouldn't miss a beat. 

By just watching the team, some ob- 
servers won't even notice Cooper’s ab- 
sence. Like Cooper, Morton prefers to run 
the football and uses a veer formation. 
Morton even co-wrote a book with Texas 
Christian Coach Jim Wacker entitled 
“The Explosive Veer Offense for Winning 
Football.” 

“You have to be able to run," Morton 
said. “We can win here with the running 
game. Tulsa offers a tremendous opportu- 
nity and challenge.” 

Morton's biggest immediate challenge 
will be to shore up a defensive backfield 
that was decimated by graduation. Junior 
Tim Gordon will get some help patching 
up the secondary from converted line- 
backer John Brown. 

The ringleaders on defense are three 
all-conference performers, end Kevin 
Lilly, tackle Joe Dixon and linebacker Xa- 
vier Warren. Warren led the team with 
132 tackles last season. 

Running back Gordon Brown, a junior 


The Sporting News 1985 College Football Yearbook * 


college transfer who was voted the 
league’s Newcomer of the Year last sea- 
son, led the conference in rushing with 
995 yards. Brown returns along with full- 
back Rodney Young, who added 521 yards 
rushing. 

The quarterback spot is deep, with 
Richie Stephenson and Steve Gage bat- 
tling it out. Gage broke his jaw in the 
fourth game last season, giving Stephen- 
son the chance to take over. Even though 
Gage was ready for action four weeks 
later, Stephenson has remained atop the 
depth chart ever since. He passed for 
1,134 yards and seven touchdowns a year 
ago. 

Whoever wins the quarterback job will 
be protected by a strong line that returns 
four starters. Offering good targets are 
flanker Ronnie Kelley and tight end 
Kevin Andrews. 

If any team poses a challenge to Tulsa 
it is Indiana State, which went 9-2 in the 
regular season and competed in the Divi- 
sion I-AA playoffs last fall. 

The Sycamores led the league in total 
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DRAKE 


Coach: Chuck Shelton (36-52, 8 years) 
1984 Record: 4-7; 5th in conf., 2-3. 
Offense: Multiple. Defense: 52. 
Key Losses: Myles Easter, S; Larry Gilleland, 
LB; Mike Holland, OT; Mark Sichterman, C; 
Terry Zang, S. 
Starters Returning: Offense (8): Kirk Aber- 
nathy, WR, 5-11/185, Sr.; Ed Cheatham, QB, 
6-2/ 180, Jr.; Carter Covington, WR, 6-0/ 180, 
r.; Matt Hanousek, G, 6-5/250, Jr.; Brien 
Keith, TE, 6-3/220, Jr.; Tim Ray, TB, 6-0/210, 
Soph.; Jeff Rebhan, G, 6- 1/260, Jr.; Ted Rom- 
ney, T, 6-5/265, Jr. Defense (9): Tom Acker- 
son, T, 6-5/240, Sr.; Joe Adrian, NG, 5- 
10/210, Sr.; Paul Carberry, E, 6-3/250, Sr.; 
Wade Harman, LB, 6- 1/245, Jr.; Shawn John- 
son, CB, 6- 1/180, Sr.; Jeff Long, LB, 6-0/220, 
Sr.; Bernie Lyons, LB, 6-1/206, Sr.; Jim Mar- 
kert, T, 6-3/265, Sr. 
Key Returnees: Jerry Augustine, C, Jr; Gary 
Bowman, DT, Jr. (medical RS); Darren Bow- 
man, E, Jr.; Mike Carberry, LB, Soph.; Tom 
Hamilton, S, Jr.; John Seelinger, OT, Soph.; 
Tim Smith, LB, Jr. 
Top Newcomers: Rod Edwards, TB; Derrick 
Gardner, DB; Rodney Harris, WR (RS); Jesse 
Holmes, DB; Pat Kitchen, OT (RS); Alan 
Schuckman, DB (JUCO). 


ILLINOIS STATE 


Coach: Bob Otolski (16-26-1, 5 years) 

1984 Record: 5-6; 3rd in conf., 3-2. 

Offense: Multiple. Defense: Multiple. 

Key Losses: Darren Andrews, CB; Brant 
Amundson, S; Paul Claussen, DT; John Cop- 
pens, QB; Curtis Garrett, DL; Mark Marcinck. 
TE; Tim McCarthy, DE; Jeff Mcintosh, LB; Mike 
McNelis, OG; Mike Prior, S; Tony Shelby, FL; 
Reggie Summerrise, CB; Virgil Winters, TB. 
Starters Returning: Offense (6): Mike Bene- 
turski, G, 6-0/245, Sr.; Darrell Crouch, T, 6- 
4/260, Sr.; Craig Federico, FB, 6-1/210, Sr.; 
Billy Garrett, WR, 6- 1/178, Soph.; Jim Meyer, 
T, 6-6/300, Sr.; Mike Swanson, C, 6-0/255, 
Sr. Defense (3): Brian Gant, LB, 6-2/215, Jr.; 
Bob Kempf, NG/OT, 6-3/230, Sr.; John 
Kropke, T, 6-4/230, Soph. 

Key Returnees: Gary Conley, CB, Soph.; Rob- 
ert Free, LB, Sr.; Greg Lunak, LB, Sr.; Jim 
McNicholas, TE, Sr.; Jim Nallen, DB, Jr.; Mark 
Neuhouser, OT, Sr.; Paul Politi, K, Jr; Peter 
Shorts, DE, Soph.; Steve Stull, QB. Sr. 

Top Newcomers: Warren Calhoun, CB (trans- 
fer from Purdue); Dan Hackman, DT; Tony Lis- 
bon, WR (JUCQO); Greg Peeler, QB; James 
Postell, AB, (JUCO); Brad Robinson, LB. 


INDIANA STATE 


Coach: Dennis Raetz (34-23-1, 6 years) 

1984 Record: 9-2; 2nd in conf., 3-1. 

Offense: Multiple. Defense: 52. 

Key Losses: Steve Buxton, OG; Darrold 
Clardy, RB; Wayne Davis, CB; Herbert Dawson, 
TE; Richard Dawson. C; Rick Dwenger, RB; 
Kevin Henderson, RB; Regis Mason, S; Mark 
Miller, DT; Brad Verdun, DT; Keith Ward, CB. 
Starters Returning: Offense (6): Terry Bell, 
WR; 5-7/160, Sr.; Mark Boster, T, 6-2/249, 
Sr.; Joe Downing, WR, 5-9/176, Sr.; David 
Heuser, T, 6-3/247, Sr.; Jeff Miller, QB, 6- 
3/210, Sr.; Mike Simmonds, G, 6-4/272, Jr. 
Defense (6): Doug Arnold, NG, 6-1/265, Sr.; 
Kurt Bell, DE/LB, 6-3/214, Sr.; Bobby Boyce, 
DE/LB, 5-11/223, Sr.; Tim Cunningham, LB, 
6-4/229, Jr.; Vencie Glenn, S, 6-0/179, Sr.; 
Troy Johnson, LB, 6-0/222, Jr. 

Key Returnees: Scott Bridges, K, Sr.; Kevin 
Buchanan, DE, Jr. (RS); Jeff Campbell, LB, Sr. 
(medical RS); Kevin Clancy, QB, Soph. (medi- 
cal RS); Don Hitz, TE, Sr.; Anthony Kimball, 
WR, Sr.; Steve McKeel, DB, Soph.; Mike Miller, 
OG, Soph.; Chuck Standiford, P, Jr.; Tracy 
Stewart, RB, Jr.; Charles Walls, RB, Soph. 

Top Newcomers: Walter Crutchfield, DB; Sean 
Long, QB; Jamie McLaughlin, TE (RS); John 
Sahm, QB; Brad Stewart, OG (JUCO); Derrick 
Williams, DB. 


Wichita State running back Eric Denson. 


SOUTHERN ILLINOIS 


Coach: Ray Dorr (3-8, 1 year) 

1984 Record: 3-8; 7th in conf., 0-5. 

Offense: Pro-Set. Defense: 52. 

Key Losses; Tony Anderson, SE; Mike Brascia, 
DT; Darren Dixon, QB; Mike O'Day, TE; Derrick 
Taylor, RB; B.T. Thomas, S. 

Starters Returning: Offense (7): Mark Ban- 
bury, G, 6-1/236, Jr.; Tom Baugh, C, Sr.; Nate 
McGhee, FL, Soph.; Bruce Phibbs, TB, 6- 
2/225, Jr.; Tim Redmond, G, 6-3/243, Sr.; 
Dave Smith, T. 6-8/268, Soph.; Ralph Van 
Dyke; T, 6-6/244, Jr, Defense (9): Frank Carr, 
LB, 6-1/203, Sr.; Ira David, CB, 5- 10/166, 
Soph.; John Field, S, 5- 10/192, Junior; Greg 
Givens, LB, 6-0/206, Soph.; Mark Griggs, LB, 
6-1/201, Soph.; Sterling Haywood, MG, 5- 
10/219, Sr.; Ron Page, S, 5-10/171, Jr.; Dan 
Wetzel, LB, 5- 11/225, Sr.; Darren Wietecha, T, 
6- 1/252, Sr. 

Key Returnees: Pat King, QB, Soph.; Mel Kirk- 
sey, RB, Jr. (academic RS); Ron Miller, K, Jr-.; 
Sebron Spivey, FL, Jr. (academic RS); James 
Stevenson, FL, Sr. (academic RS). 

Top Newcomers: Kevin Brown, QB (RS); Brad 
Crouse, MG (medical RS); Anthony Woods, 
LB (JUCO). 


TULSA 


Coach: Don Morton (first year at TU; 57-15 
overall, 6 years) 

1984 Record: 6-5; Ist in conf., 5-0. 

Offense: Veer. Defense: Multiple. 

Key Losses: Eric Borders, SE; Brian Bruner, 
NG; Timmy Gibbs, DB; Nate Harris, DB; Byron 
Jones, DE; John Kaperski, OG; Albert Myres, 
DB. 

Starters Returning: Offense (9): David Alex- 
ander, T, 6-3/245, Jr.; Kevin Andrews, TE, 6- 
4/220, Jr.; Gordon Brown, RB, 5-11/214, Sr,; 
Stan Fields, C, 5-11/250, Jr.; Ronnie Kelley, 
FL, 6-0/190, Soph.; Tony Leapheart, G, 6- 
1/247, Sr.; David Smith, T, 6-5/281, Sr,; Richie 
Stephenson, QB, 5-11/191, Jr.; Rodney 
Young, FB, 6-0/220, Sr. Defense (6): John 
Brown, DB/LB, 6-0/185, Soph.; Joe Dixon, T, 
6-2/276, Sr.; Tim Gordon, DB, 5- 11/180, Jr.; 
Kevin Lilly, E, 6-3/260, Sr.; Jimmy Summers, 
LB, 6-3/240, Sr; Xavier Warren, LB, 6-0/230, 
Jr. 

Key Returnees: Bobby Booker, RB, 5-9/ 190. 
Sr.; Donnie Dee, TE, Soph.; Doug Desherow, 
DB, Soph.; Scott Estes, LB, Soph.; Steve Gage. 
QB, Jr. (medical RS); Chris Pike, DT, Jr.; 
Blaine Rathman, NG, 5-11/252, Jr.; Jason 
Staurovsky, K, Sr.; Chris Vaughn, RB, Jr. 

Top Newcomers: Crawford Ford, DT (JUCO); 
Erick Harrison, WR (RS); Steve Kropp, LB 
(JUCO) 
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WEST TEXAS STATE 


Coach: Bill Kelly (first year at WTST; 30-13-2 
overall, 4 years) 

1984 Record: 3-8; 6th in conf., 1-3. 

Offense: Multiple. Defense: 3-4 

Key Losses: Norman Bell, LB; Kevin Brown, 
TE; Don Carpenter, CB; Gordon Compton, FB: 
Randy Dean, FL; Willard Goff, DT; David Har- 
bin, QB; Allen Heath, DE; Tony Heath, S; Barry 
Johnson, S; Craig Paschal, OT; Scott Peoples, 
LB; Robbie Rogers, OG; Jeff Smith, CB; Mike 
Williams, OG. 

Starters Returning: Offense (2): Wayne High, 
RB, 5-11/180, Jr.; Todd Pearson, C, 6-1/235, 
Sr. Defense (3): Baron Jackson, T, 6-2/245, 
Sr.; Anthony Miller, LB, 6-1/195, Jr.; Dennis 
Schneider, T, 6-4/250, Sr. 

Key Returnees: Glenn Campbell, OB, Jr; J.R. 
Compton, RB, Soph.; Joe Davis, RB, Jr.; Tod 
Mayfield, QB, Jr. (missed 8 games/shoulder 
separation); Tony McCray, QB, Jr; Fred Pala- 
cious, QB, Sr. (RS); Clark Pylant, OT, Jr.; Joe 
Yankovich, LB, Jr. 

Top Newcomers: Stan Carraway, WR (JUCQ); 
Mike Douglass, QB (JUCO); Greg Hein, OG 
(JUCO); Steve Kragthorpe. QB (transfer from 
Eastern New Mexico); Steve McMurtry, OT 
(JUCO); James Morton, RB (JUCQO); Lon 
Sevrano, OG (JUCO). 


WICHITA STATE 


Coach: Ron Chismar (2-9, 1 year) 

1984 Record: 2-9; 4th in conf., 2-2. 

Offense: Multiple. Defense: 52. 

Key Losses; Mitch Gee, LB; Nathaniel Hayes, 
LB; Curtis Whitten, S. 

Starters Returning: Offense (9): Keith Blunt, 
G, 6-3/255, Sr; Pat Cain, G, 6- 1/262, Sr.; Eric 
Denson, RB, 5-11/181, Sr.; Dwight Eaton, RB, 
6-0/228, Sr.; Greg Edwards, C, 6-1/240, Sr.; 
Broc Fewin, WR, 6-0/160, Jr,; Albert Hundley, 
WR, 6-3/186, Sr.; Brian McDonald, QB, 5- 
11/177, Jr; Jerry Quick, T, 6-5/295, Sr, De- 
fense (7): Chris Badciong, S, 6-1/170, Soph.; 
Maurice Foxworth, CB, 5- 10/165, Sr.; Thomas 
Glinsey, LB, 6-2/213, Sr.; Chris Loudermilk, 
DL, 6-1/235, Soph.; Jim Mann, DL, 6-4/215, 
Sr.; Mitchell Morris, DL, 6-4/226, Sr.; Charles 
Walker, LB, 5-11/202, Jr, 

Key Returnees: Mark Dunkens, DL, Soph.; 
Tony Duplisse, DL, Soph. (RS/knee); Freddie 
Gaines, RB, Jr.; Frank Ervin, WR, Sr.; Joe 
Miles, TE, Jr. (academic RS); Kevin Pierce, 
WR, Sr.; Adrian Shipp, RB, Sr.; Mark Wasson, 
S, Sr.; Darrell Whitley, S, Sr. 

Top Newcomers: Tracy Giddens, OL (JUCO); 
Doug Platz, TE (RS/knee); Jack Owens, TE 
(JUCO); Tim Shramek, OL (JUCO). 


offense in 1984 by averaging 380.2 yards 
per game, and although they lost their top 
running backs, they do return quarter- 
back Jeff Miller and their top three re- 
ceivers. 

“It's a fair assumption to think we 
might throw more,” said Dennis Raetz, 
the MVC Coach of the Year, “but we must 
be balanced to win." 

Miller, who won MVC Offensive Player 
of the Year honors, led the conference in 
total offense last season with 1,907 yards. 
Senior wide receivers Joe Downing (35 
catches for 476 yards), Terry Bell and 
Anthony Kimball will spell trouble for op- 
posing secondaries. 

Guard Mike Simmonds anchors a line 
that needs replacements in two spots. 

Like Tulsa, the Sycamores lost three 
starters from their secondary, including 
All-America Wayne Davis, so Raetz will 
be looking for some newcomers to shore 
up the pass defense. The one holdover, 
however, is a good one—safety Vencie 
Glenn, who last fall picked off six passes, 
including one that he ran back 100 yards 
for a score against Wayne State. 

All-MVC noseguard Doug Arnold is 
back to spark the Sycamores’ five-man 
line, which is missing both of last year’s 
Starting tackles. 

Indiana State does have another potent 
weapon in All-MVC place-kicker Scott 
Bridges, who made 15 of 20 field-goal and 
34 of 34 extra-point attempts last season. 

After Tulsa and Indiana State, the prob- 
able order of finish is anyone's guess. 

Southern Illinois, which won the 1983 
I-AA national championship, sank to a 3-8 
record in Coach Ray Dorr’s first season. If 
inexperience at quarterback and other 
key positions can be blamed as the cul- 
prit, the Salukis may be in for another 
tough season, even though they return 16 
Starters overall. 

The quarterback spot again figures to 
be a weak spot for the Salukis. The top 
two players on the depth chart are sopho- 
more Pat King, who played in only four 
games a year ago, and redshirt freshman 
Kevin Brown, King is the likely starter, 

“He has all the tools to become an oul- 
standing quarterback,” Dorr said. “It’s 
just a matter of how fast he gains experi- 
ence and confidence.” 

The Salukis also were dealt a blow 
when tight end Mike O'Day graduated 
early and decided to pass up his final year 
of football, leaving little depth at that po- 
sition. 

The strength of the team’s offense is its 
line, where all five starters return. Center 
Tom Baugh and his cohorts will lead the 
way for tailback Bruce Phibbs, who 
rushed for 579 yards as a sophomore last 
season. 

Middle guard Sterling Haywood and 
safety Ron Page spearhead the defense, 
which lost only two starters. This experi- 
enced unit will have to keep games close 


while some of the young offensive skill-po- 
sition players get their feet wet. 

Last season was supposed to be Illinois 
State's year, but injuries to key personnel 
kept the Redbirds from doing better than 
5-6. 

Coach Bob Otolski now must replace 13 
starters, including the school's all-time 
leading passer (John Coppens), its all- 
time leader in interceptions (Mike Prior) 
and two of its top running backs (Kevin 
Jones and Virgil Winters). 

Coppens’ backup, senior Steve Stull, 
takes over at quarterback, He will be pro- 
tected by a line that welcomes back four 
starters, including 300-pound tackle Jim 
Meyer. 

Illinois State’s defensive line and line- 
backers are solid, but the secondary, 
where only one spot starter (Gary Con- 
ley) returns, must be rebuilt. Junior line- 
backer Brian Gant is the best of the de- 
fenders. 

A return to form by place-kicker Paul 
Politi would help. Politi converted 17 of 19 
field-goal tries as a freshman but only six 
of 19 last season. 

A decision on the future of Drake’s foot- 
ball program won't be made until a new 
president can be consulted. It is ironic 
that Coach Chuck Shelton will be fielding 
his most talented team since the 1981 
Bulldogs went 10-1. 

Drake returns 17 starters from last 
year’s 4-7 squad, but the Bulldogs must be- 
come consistent on offense if they are to 
improve their record against a formida- 
ble schedule that includes dates at Iowa, 
Iowa State, Tulsa and Wichita State—all 
I-A schools—and a home encounter with 
expected I-AA power Northern Iowa. 

Shelton must decide on a quarterback, 
and there is no lack of candidates. Senior 
Ray Gronowski and junior Ed Cheatham 
received mixed reviews after sharing the 
duties last year. Sophomores John 
Lawrence and Darryle Henry are other 
possibilities. 

The offensive line is another question 
mark, but the pass-catching corps looks 
solid with the return of Kirk Abernathy, 
Carter Covington and Brien Keith. 

Drake experimented with the I-forma- 
tion in the spring because of an abun- 
dance of tailbacks, and Shelton seemed 
pleased with the results. The best of the 
bunch is sophomore Tim Ray, who gained 
593 yards last fall to become the first 
freshman to lead the Bulldogs in rushing 
since 1970, 

Senior noseguard Joe Adrian and junior 
linebacker Wade Harman lead a cast of 
nine returning defensive starters. Drake's 
big-play type defense ranked second na- 
tionally in turnover margin last year, al- 
though it was last in the conference in 
pass defense. 

Wichita State, like Tulsa and other I-A 
schools, is able to grant 95 scholarships, 
but the Shockers still are thin al most po- 
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sitions, Probation and other turmoil that 
surrounded the previous regime hurt re- 
cruiting and caused the lack of depth. 

“We're in a numbers game, and I don't 
think you can get out of that situation with 
the 30 (scholarship) limitation until you've 
had a few years to recruit,” second-year 
Coach Ron Chismar said. 

Even with a near-full recruiting class, 
the Shockers’ roster remains far below 
the 95 level. 

The big concern remains on defense, 
where teams rushed at will last season. 
Wichita State ranked second nationally in 
pass defense, but that was primarily be- 
cause teams didn’t have to throw to move 
the ball. The Shockers allowed more 
yards rushing (278.3 per game) than all 
but one I-A team in the country in ‘84. 

Most of the positions up front were wide 
open in spring drills. The best Shocker de- 
fenders are lineman Mitchell Morris, line- 
backer Thomas Glinsey and cornerback 
Maurice Foxworth. The backfield is shap- 
ing up as the strongest portion of the de- 
fense. 

Quarterback Brian McDonald success- 
fully adjusted from the option to a pro set 
under Chismar but must work on his pass- 
ing after completing only 41.5 percent of 
his throws. 

The line returns four starters and will 
get some help from five junior college re- 
cruits. That should give McDonald time to 
find such capable receivers as Albert 
Hundley and Broc Fewin. 

Running back Eric Denson rushed for 
499 yards in eight games last year before 
dislocating his shoulder. A big season will 
be needed from Denson, already the 
school’s all-time leading rusher. 

Coach Bill Kelly takes over for Don 
Davis at West Texas State after guiding 
Eastern New Mexico, an NAIA school, to 
a 13-7-1 record over the previous two sea- 
sons. Kelly’s first major move was to 
change the Buffaloes from primarily a 
rushing team. 

“We'll center the football program on 
the passing game,” Kelly said. 

Junior quarterback Tod Mayfield, 
whose ‘84 season ended after three games 
when he separated his shoulder, is not 
known for his passing skills. He may have 
trouble keeping Tony McCray, Fred Pala- 
cious or Mike Douglass from taking his 
job, 

It will be interesting to watch Kelly in- 
stitute a passing game with his untested 
group of receivers. Not one of the pros- 
pects has ever caught a pass in varsity 
action. 

Kelly has a couple of All-America hope- 
fuls in linebacker Anthony Miller and 
punter Kevin Brown. But with only two 
starters returning on offense and three on 
defense, the Buffaloes’ last year on the I- 
AA level probably will be a rough one. @ 


Bob Dyer is a sportswriter for the Des Moines 
Register. 
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ALABAMA STATE 


Coach: Jim Parker (2-9, 1 year) 

1984 Record: 2-9; 7th in conf,, 1-6, 

Offense: Multiple. Defense: 50. 

Key Losses; Willie Bradley, RB; Horace Broo- 
kins, DL; Michael Bush, WR; Terry Duncan, P; 
Marvin Hinton, DL; Albert Marvin, DL; Archie 
Moore, K; Karl Powe, WR; Woody Welch, WR. 
Starters Returning: Offense (6): Anthony 
Benjamin, QB, 6-0/180, Sr.; Morris Brown, RB, 
5-8/210, Sr.; Fitzgerald Godwin, T, 6-2/264, 
Sr.; Fred Hayes, C, 6-2/271, Sr.; Darryl Pear- 
son, TE, 6-1/210, Soph.; Rodney Winston, WR, 
6-3/ 189, Jr. Defense (6); Eddie Cook, LB. 6- 
1/205, Jr.; Ricky Corbitt, DT, 6-3/250, Sr.; 
Robert Pritchard, LB, 5-11/220, Jr.; Marquette 
Sheperd, DB, 5-9/155, Jr.; William Tolbert, LB, 
6-3/240, Sr.; Lavoris Wintrey, LB, 6-3/240, Sr. 
Key Returnees: Anthony Crooks, NG, Soph.; 
Issac Golson, DB, Sr.; Henry Jackson, RB, 
Soph, (underwent knee surgery in spring); 
Darren Jenkins, FB, Soph,; Garl Myrant. WR, 
Jr. 

Top Newcomers: Ceasar Austin, LB; Brad 
Baxter, FB; Robert Blount, OT; Billy Ray Cox, 
OT; Robert Days, QB; Andrew Gilder, RB 
(transfer from Alabama); Mark Medlock, QB 
(RS); Kelvin Tarver, TE (RS) 


ALCORN STATE 


Coach: Marino Casem (132-66-8, 21 years; 
134-75-8 overall, 22 years) 

1984 Record: 8-0; 1st in conf,, 6-0, 

Offense: Multiple. Defense: 52. 

Key Losses: Arnold Campbell, DE; Karl Hamp- 
ton, RB; Issiac Holt, CB; Floyd Lawson, LB; 
Erick Moon, S; Michael Simpson, DT; Terrance 
Stewart, CB; Donald Walker, TE; Ronald 
Woodard, OG. 

Starters Returning: Offense (8): Tony Knox, 
C, 6-0/264, Sr; Wilbert Lawrence, SE, 5- 
10/154, Sr.; Richard Myles, QB, 6-0/198, Sr.; 
John Myrick, G, 5-11/260, Jr.; Perry Qualls, 
TB, 5-9/192, Sr.; John Stafford, FB, 5-9/214, 
Sr.; Robert Washington, T, 6-4/241, Sr.; Anth- 
ony Willis, T, 6-2/290, Sr. Defense (5): Willie 
Brown, NG, 5-9/246, Sr.; Wayne Dillard, LB, 
6-2/228, Sr.; Michael Lee, E, 6-3/206, Jr.; Ro- 
derick Means, T, 5- 11/264, Sr.; Tony Woolfolk. 
S, 5-9/166, Sr. 

Key Returnees; Milton Barney, SE/WR, Jr.; 
Charles Coleman, TE, Sr.; George Green, K, 
Sr.; Darryl Joe, RB, Sr.; Robert Raines, QB, Sr. 
Top Newcomers: Sterling Garman, T; Cecil 
Trotter, L; Cehpus Trotter, LB. 


GRAMBLING STATE 


Coach: Eddie Robinson (320-106-15, 43 
years) 

1984 Record: 7-4; 3rd in conf., 5-2. 

Offense: Wing-T. Defense; 4-3, 

Key Losses: Donald Carter, OT; Schirra Finn, 
DT; Elston Piper, LB; James Polk, DT; Reginald 
Pugh, FB; Bennie Thompson, DB. 

Starters Returning: Offense (8): Wayne Hill, 
HB, 6-1/205, Jr.; Terrell Landry, QB, 6-3/200, 
Sr.; Levelle Moore, G, 6-3/270, Sr.; Calvin 
Nicholas, SE, 6-4/195, Sr.; Dwayne Richard, 
G, 6-2/240, Sr.; Patrick Scott, WB, 6-0/180, 
Jr.; Arthur Wells, TE, 6-9/250, Soph.,; Marti 
Wyatt, C, 5-10/255, Sr. Defense (7): Robert 
Goins, S, 6-2/175, Sr.; Leonard Griffin, E, 6- 
5/240, Sr, James Harris, LB, 5-9/190, Sr.; 
Brendell Hopkins, E, 6-5/225, Sr.; Kevin Jack- 
son, CB, 5-10/171, Jr.; Sean Smith, E, 6- 
4/225, Jr.; Joe Williams, LB, 6-2/226, Jr. 

Key Returnees: Fred Collins Jr., LB, Sr.; Clyde 
Dyson, FB, Jr.; James Harris, LB, Sr,; Victor 
Hill, CB, Jr.; John Senegal, OT, Jr.; Darren 
Sophus, HB, Soph, 

Top Newcomer: Ricky Branch, CB. 


148 * 


rambling’s Pairick Scott. 


JACKSON STATE 


Coach: W.C. Gorden (65-25-2, 8 years) 

1984 Record: 4-5-1; Sth in conf., 3-4, 
Offense: Multiple. Defense: Multiple. 

Key Losses: Carl Blue, TB; Chris Burkett, WR; 
Eric Dozier, P/K; Clarzell Gilleylen, WR; Elmore 
House, FB; Bobby Johnson, S; Cedric Kelly, 
LB; Michael Kelly, S; John McKenzie, QB; 
Cleveland Parker, LB; Frank Sutton, DT; Ladell 
Wills, LB. 

Starters Returning: Offense (5): William Fol- 
lins, C, 6-2/248, Sr. (knee injury in '84); Victor 
Hall, TE, 6-3/235, Sr.; James Harvey, T, 6- 
3/268, Jr., Houston Hoover, G, 6-3/262, 
Soph.; Martin Turner, T, 6-4/260, Sr. Defense 
(4): Reginald Carr, NT, 6-3/277, Sr.; Carl 
Johnson, CB, 5-9/165, Soph,; Jackie Walker, 
LB, 6-4/235, Sr.; Darrell Woods, CB, 5-9/ 183, 
Sr. 

Key Returnees: Andrew Adkinson, RB, Sr.; 
Lerone Brown, RB, Soph.; Dwayne Burnette, 
DB, Sr. (RS/knee); Rickey Flowers, WR, 
Soph.; Albert Goss, DT, Soph. (RS/ankle); 
Steve Martin, DE, Jr. (RS/knee); Tytus Mor- 
rissette, LB, Sr.; Leon Seals, DE, Soph.; Lewis 
Tillman, RB, Soph.; Herman Walls, DE, Sr. 
(RS/knee); Deatrich Wise, DT, Soph. 
(RS/ankle). 


MISS. VALLEY STATE 


Coach: Archie Cooley Jr. (30-20-2, 5 years) 
1984 Record: 9-1; 2nd in conf., 5-1. 

Offense: Pro-set. Defense: 52, 

Key Losses: Lloyd Mumphrey, NG; Jerry Rice, 
WR; Robert Sanders, DT. 

Starters Returning: Offense (8): Joe Bridges, 
T, 6-3/263, Sr.; Carl Byrum, FB, 6- 1/228, Sr.; 
Alvin Calhoun, C, 6-3/265, Jr.; Lorenzo Clark, 
T, 6-3/265, Sr.; Michael Dean, G, 6-3/300, Sr.; 
James Thompson, G, 6-5/295, Sr.; Joe Thom- 
as, WR, 5-11/175, Sr.; Willie Totten, QB, 6- 
2/190, Sr, Defense (9): Darryl Blanks, E, 6- 
2/220, Jr.; Vincent Brown, LB, 6- 1/225, Soph,; 
Albert Edwards, CB, 5-11/174, Soph.; Aaron 
Johnson, LB, 6-3/218, Jr.; Tyrone Jones, T, 6- 
3/255, Sr,; Darryl McKnight, S, 5- 10/180, Sr.; 
Rod Miller, E, 6-1/220, Sr.; Dwayne Thomas, 
S, 6-3/178, Jr.; Aaron Williams, CB, 5- 11/174, 
Soph, 

Key Returnees: Marion Bedford, G, Jr.; Vin- 
cent Goods, DL, Jr, (RS/shoulder); Ron Hill, 
WR, Soph.; Paul Jones, DT, Soph.; Rickey Mc- 
Kenzie, WR, Soph,; Clarence Trotter, DB, 
Soph, (medical RS); Eddie Turner, LB Sr.; 
Willie Ware, KR, Sr.; Louis Watson, WR, Jr, 
(academic RS); Shawn Young, DT, Soph, 

Top Newcomers: Roger Burgess, DL: Stacy 
Ellis, RB; Marvin Prevo, DB; Charles Steven- 
son, DL. 
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PRAIRIE VIEW A&M 


Coach: Conway Hayman (0-11, 1 year) 

1984 Record: 0-11; 8th in conf., 0-7. 

Offense: Multiple. Defense: Multiple. 

Key Losses: Ben Carter, LB; Dondrel Richard- 
son, LB; James Stewart, OT; Lindsey West, C. 
Starters Returning: Offense (4): Ernest Brow, 
QB, 6-2/197, Soph.; Marcus Currie, G, 6- 
3/257, Sr.; Brian Gardner, WR, 5- 10/185, Jr.; 
Emmerick Jacobs, RB, 5-11/195, Saph. De- 
fense (7): Scottie Anthony, L, 6-2/250, Soph.; 
Darryl Lindsey, L, 6-5/242, Sr,; Michael 
Lomax, LB. 6-0/225, Sr.; Aaron Longino, L, 6- 
2/248, Jr.; Darren McAllister, L, 6-7/257, Sr.; 
Tyrone Sapenter, DB, 5-11/170, Soph,; Rod- 
ney Thompson, DB, 5-11/185, Soph. 

Key Returnees: John Allen, OL, Jr.; Clinton 
Bell, OL, Jr. (medical RS); Micheal Forney, DL, 
Soph.; Eric Gray, C, Jr.; Robert Green, LB, Jr.; 
Joe Harris, TE, Jr. (academic RS); John Jack- 
son, TE, Soph.; Simon Pipkin, DB, Sr. (medical 
RS); Sal Poloai, OL, Jr.; Darryl Riser, RB, Sr.; 
Dwight White, WR, Sr_ (medical RS); J.D. 
Whitley, LB, Jr. 

Top Newcomers: Milton Austin, RB (transfer); 
Adrian Haynes, RB (medical RS); Michael 
Jackson, DB; James Manuel, LB (JUCO); Ro- 
derick McGowen, TE; Greg Montgomery, WR; 
Herman Moore, OG; Cedric Scott, WR (medi- 
cal RS); Bruce Walker, WR (JUCO), 


SOUTHERN UNIVERSITY 


Coach: Otis Washington (24-20, 4 years) 
1984 Record: 6-5; 4th in conf., 4-3, 

Offense: Multiple. Defense: 3-4- 

Key Losses: Mike Adams, RB; Ronald Co- 
manche, LB; Brian Forsythe, S; Victor Hall, DT; 
Johnny Hankerson, RB; Calvin Magee, TE, 
Starters Returning: Offense (9): Mark Aguliar, 
T, 6-3/255, Jr.; Ervin Bennett, QB, 6-3/215, 
Sr.; Derek Foxx, C, 6-2/250, Jr.; Zachary Gas- 
ton, G, 6-2/255, Jr.; Phillip James, G, 6-2/260, 
Jr.; Ronald Scott, RB, 6-1/185, Jr; Cornell 
Swain, WR, 6-2/185, Sr,; Brent Washington, 
WR, 6-1/185, Jr; James Watts, WR, 5-9/ 180, 
Jr. Defense (8): Michael Blount, CB, 5- 
10/185, Sr.; Frankie Brown, S, 6-1/185, Sr.; 
Anthony Hudson, DT, 6-3/265, Jr.; Phillip 
McPhee, LB, 6-3/225, Sr.; Rufus Porter, LB, 
6-1/215, Soph.; Toren Robinson, S, 6-1/ 185, 
Soph.; Charlie Smith, NG, 6-1/250, Jr.; Leon 
Theophile, CB, 6-1/ 185, Sr. 

Key Returnees: Marlon Blount, DB; Jr.; Reggie 
Franks, NG, Jr.; Darryl Garner, PR/KOR, Soph. 
(RS); Theron Haynes, FB, Jr.; Lance Hughes, 
P, Jr.; Willie Moore, RB, Jr; Thomas Routt, K, 
Jr.; Chris Scott, LB, Jr. (RS); Roger Serranno, 
K, Sr.; Harold Watson, TE, Jr. 

Top Newcomers: Jeff Alexander, RB ( transfer 
from Tulane); Darin Brooks, LB; Gregory Fon- 
tenot, TE (RS). 


TEXAS SOUTHERN 


Coach: Lionel Taylor (5-6, 1 year) 

1984 Record: 5-6; 6th in conf., 2-5. 

Offense: Multiple, Defense: 52. 

Key Losses: Darrel! Allison, OG; Anthony 
Cleave, DE; Bruce Green, LB; Brett Maxie, S; 
Kerry McGee, S; Rodney Sanders, P; Rodney 
Shelton, FB; Paul Sights, C; Jake Taylor, LB; 
Leon Thomasson, CB; Gregory Williams, CB. 
Starters Returning: Offense (7): Johnny Cole, 
QB, 6-0/175, Sr.; Darrell Colbert, WR, 5- 
11/170, Jr.; Michael Guidry, G, 6-5/260, Sr,; 
Kellyie Kelley, TE, 6- 1/220, Sr.; Kenneth Mun- 
son, T, 6-1/290, Soph.; Donald Narcisse, WE, 
§-10/170, Jr.; Tommy Thompson, T, 6-3/275, 
Soph. Defense (4): Stephen Baker, NG, 6- 
0/260, Sr.; Harding Fears, LB, 6-4/220, Sr.; 
Rowan Myer, E, 6-6/220, Jr.; Ernest Turner, 
LB, 6-0/215, Jr. . 

Key Returnees: Warren Bone, TE, Soph. 
(medical RS); Prentice Coleman, WR, Soph,; 
Lloyd Cooper, RB, Jr.; Nathaniel Johnson, RB, 
Soph. (medical RS); Leonard Moon, WR, 
Soph, 

Top Newcomers; Odis Campbell, DB (JUCO); 
Trey Mott, LB; Glenn Pullinam, C (JUCO); 
Keith Zoch, NG (JUCO), 


‘Tons of Fun’ 


Delta Devils 
Are Conference 
Heavyweights 


By O.K. DAVIS 


ississippi Valley State could 
iy have tons of fun in the Southwest- 

ern Athletic Conference this sea- 
son, thanks to an offensive.line that 
weighs, well, what seems like a ton. 

Every member of the Delta Devils’ 
huge offensive line from a year ago re- 
turns, and that means trouble for both op- 
posing defenders and the school’s food 
budget. 

The average weight of Mississippi Val- 
ley’s line is 278 pounds, give or take how- 
ever much food one of its members may 
consume during a given week. 

Guard Michael Dean checks in at 300 
pounds, followed closely by fellow guard 
James Thompson at 295. The tackles are a 
bit smaller, with Joe Bridges tipping the 
scales at 263 pounds and Lorenzo Clark at 
265. Junior center Alvin Calhoun, the lone 
non-senior in the bunch, also weighs 265. 
Clark and Thompson were AIl-SWAC se- 
lections a year ago. 

No wonder Delta Devils fans have nick- 
named their titanic forward wall “Tons of 
Fun." It is this line that SWAC defensive 
units must find some way to circumvent if 
they plan to derail the Itta Bena Express. 

This same line was around last year, 
but it went largely unheralded during Mis- 
sissippi Valley’s incredible point-a-minute 
extravaganza. All-America quarterback 
Willie Totten and wide receiver Jerry 
Rice, the latter a first-round pick in the 
National Football League draft, received 
most of the publicity as they rewrote sev- 
eral passages in the NCAA record book. 
The Delta Devils averaged more passing 
yards per game (496.8) and points per 
game (60.9) than any team in NCAA his- 
tory. That scoring figure wasn't too far 
below what the Delta Devil basketball 
team averaged last season. 

“It's no secret what we're going to do 
again this year,” said Totten, a strong- 
armed senior who led all Division I-AA 
quarterbacks in passing with 56 Louch- 
downs and 4,557 yards while completing 
62.6 percent of his throws. “But stopping 
us is another question. We just have a lot 
of confidence in what we can do. And our 
offensive line is going to be even better. 
They proved last year that offensive line- 
men should get more recognition.” 

Coach Archie (Gunslinger) Cooley 
agrees. 

“A quarterback and his receivers are 
only as good as his offensive line,” he said, 
“and I thought we got as much out of our 


interior people as anybody in the country. 
They did a great job of protecting Willie 
and giving him time to throw. We're going 
to need that same kind of protection this 
year.” 

Totten won't have his All-America 
buddy Rice to throw to anymore, but he 
does have senior Joe Thomas, a gifted all- 
conference wide receiver whom Cooley 
believes “can be another outstanding pro- 
fessional prospect.” Thomas ranked sec- 
ond (behind Rice) in the national receiv- 
ing charts last year with 80 catches for 
1,119 yards and 11 touchdowns. 

The Delta Devils missed out on the 
SWAC championship by losing to Alcorn 
State. They still were invited to the LAA 
national playoffs but were knocked off in 
the first round by Louisiana Tech. 

The Delta Devils also return the 
league’s No. | rusher, All-‘SWAC fullback 
Carl Byrum, who tallied 1,063 yards de- 
spite being involved in an offense that 
thrived on the pass. 

Defensively, Mississippi Valley returns 
nine starters, including All-SWAC tackle 
Tyrone Jones. This unit must improve 
after allowing opponents an average of 
341.9 yards per game last fall. A tough 
schedule that takes the Delta Devils on 
the road for all but two games this year 
makes that all the more true. 

“Valley's got a lot of weapons again,” 
Grambling State Coach Eddie Robinson 
said. “Everybody's crying at Itta Bena be- 
cause Jerry Rice is gone, but the rest of 
the league is crying because Coach Coo- 
ley’s got so many other super players re- 
turning.” 
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Mississippi Valley State fullback Carl Byrum was a 1,000-yard 
rusher for a pass- oriented offense in 1984. 


All eyes will be on Robinson this fall, 
too. 

Now almost halfway through his fifth 
decade of coaching, all at the tiny school 
of 4,200 students in Grambling, La., Robin- 
son is only four victories away from be- 
coming college football's all-time winning- 
est coach. He needs three wins to equal 
Paul (Bear) Bryant's total of 323 career 
victories. 

Robinson said the inevitable national 
media attention will not distract him from 
his job of fielding a contender for the 
league championship. 

“The record’s the farthest thing from 
my mind,” the youthful-looking 66-year- 
old said. “When it happens, it happens. If 
and when it does happen, I’m going to my 
office just like I've done for the last 43 
years. Nothing’s going to change.” 

For the Tigers to improve on their 7-4 
record last year, they will have to become 
more consistent offensively. They didn’t 
get set at quarterback until the fourth 
game last fall, when Terrell Landry took 
over as the starter. Landry finished with 
1,524 yards passing for 17 touchdowns and 
was on target 46.9 percent of the time. 
That completion percentage, plus his 15 
interceptions, make the senior fair game 
for those who aspire to take his job, in- 
cluding junior Raymond Agee. 

Halfback Wayne Hill, who rushed for 
600 yards last year, brings experience to 
the backfield. Split end Calvin Nicholas is 
Grambling’s major receiving threat after 
a junior season in which he caught 36 
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passes for 561 yards and eight touch- 
downs. 

Grambling lost only four starters on de- 
fense, but each was an all-league per- 
former, The departure of Schirra Finn 
and James Polk from the line and Bennie 
Thompson from the secondary leaves 
those areas the weakest for 1985. 

Team-leading tackler Elston Piper also 
is gone, but the No. 2 tackler, linebacker 
Joe Williams, joins James Harris to 
strengthen that area. Linemen Sean Smith 
and Leonard Griffin and cornerback 
Kevin Jackson also are promising. 

When you talk about defense in the 
SWAC, though, most of the attention is fo- 
cused on Alcorn State. The Braves 
ranked second nationally among I-AA 
schools in total defense last fall, surren- 
dering only 222.3 yards per game. 

“I've always loved defense, so when we 
win, | credit the defense first and then the 
offense,” said Marino (The Godfather) 
Casem, the SWAC Coach of the Year in 
1984. 

The defensive purists had to smile last 
year when Alcorn State found a way to 
hold Mississippi Valley in check, thrash- 
ing the Delta Devils, 42-28, en route to the 
league title. 

Six starters are gone from last season’s 
squad, however, including All-America 
cornerback Issiac Holt, All-SWAC safety 
Erick Moon and All-SWAC tackle Michael 
Simpson. 

It will be up to seniors Willie Brown and 
Wayne Dillard to hold together this young 
defense, especially up front and in the 
backfield. 

The way the roster is shaping up, the 
Alcorn State offense may be stealing the 
headlines this year. Quarterback Richard 
Myles, the nation’s eighth-ranked I-AA 
passer last fall, was granted an extra year 
of eligibility, and he is among eight re- 
turning Starters on offense. 

All-SWAC center Tony Knox anchors 
the line. With all-league tailback Perry 
Qualls (739 yards rushing) in the backfield 
and SWAC Newcomer of the Year Milton 
Barney set to grab Myles’ passes, the 
Braves could have the most explosive of- 
fense in the conference. 

“I tell my quarterbacks to throw the 
football and don’t worry where it’s going 
to land,’" Casem said. “I know Milton's 
going to be near it.” 

Southern Coach Otis Washington is 
counting on senior quarterback Ervin 
Bennett to spark the Jaguar offense this 
season. 

Bennett received mixed reviews last 
year after throwing for 1,330 yards, 11 
touchdowns and only three interceptions 
‘but completing only 44.7 percent of his at- 
tempts. Bennett will be at a disadvantage 
this season without All-SWAC tight end 
Calvin Magee, one of the league's top re- 
ceivers a year ago. On the bright side, sen- 
ior Cornell Swain is back after catching 30 
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Grambling’s Eddie Robin- 
son is only four wins away 
from coaching immortality. 


passes for 705 yards. 

Another plus for the Jaguars is the of- 
fensive line, which returns virtually in- 
tact. 

Spearheading the defense is safety 
Frankie Brown. 

Uncharacteristically, Jackson State 
dropped into the lower echelon of the 
league standings in '84, and Coach W.C. 
Gorden is ready for a return to respecta- 
bility. 

“It was one of my toughest years in 
coaching,” he said, “because I felt as if I 
let my players and assistants down. We 
did lose a lot of players from the year be- 
fore, but that’s no excuse. We're all ready 
to have Jackson State back in the cham- 
pionship picture.” 

The graduation of quarterback John 
McKenzie has left Gorden looking for a 
new signal-caller to work behind an expe- 
rienced offensive line. The players to 
watch on offense are tight end Victor 
Hall, who nabbed 33 passes for 487 yards 
and six touchdowns last fall, and Lewis 
Tillman and Lerone Brown, a promising 
pair of sophomore running backs who 
should help ease the loss of Carl Blue, Sen- 
ior Andrew Adkison also should contrib- 
ute in that area. 

Senior Jackie Walker may be the 
league’s best linebacker in Gorden’s blitz- 
oriented defense. 


The Sporting News 1985 College Football Yearbook 


Alabama State, which last year shared 
with Prairie View A&M the dubious dis- 
tinction of being the only teams not to 
have a single player on the all-conference 
first team, at least can say that it is solid 
at linebacker. 

There's a double dose of trouble for the 
Hornets’ opponents with the return of sen- 
iors William Tolbert and Lavoris Winfrey, 
who registered 139 and 111 tackles, re- 
spectively, last fall. 

“We've been waging a friendly battle 
with each other for the team tackles lead, 
and we feel as if it’s helped everybody,” 
Tolbert said. “It gives everybody some- 
thing to shoot for, like being the leading 
rusher on offense. Defenses are some- 
times overlooked in statistics, but this cre- 
ates a competitive edge for all of us,” 

Outside of linebacker, the Hornets’ nest 
is fairly empty in the other defensive 
spots. 

Offensively, Alabama State will be in 
much better shape if quarterback Anth- 
ony Benjamin can sharpen his passing. 
Benjamin threw for 1,590 yards and eight 
touchdowns but also was intercepted an 
incredible 24 times and was accurate on 
only 44.8 percent of his attempts. 

Junior wide receiver Rodney Winston is 
Benjamin's main target, while senior Mor- 
ris Brown fuels the ground game. 

While Mississippi Valley was lighting 
up the league, Texas Southern was quiet- 
ly putting on a passing show of its own last 
autumn. Quarterback Johnny Cole, tight 
end Kellyie Kelley and wide receivers 
Darrell Colbert and Donald Narcisse to- 
gether combined for some impressive 
numbers. 

Cole completed 51.1 percent of his 
passes for 2,224 yards and 19 touchdowns, 
Colbert had 65 catches for 976 yards, Nar- 
cisse 40 receptions for 444 yards and Kel- 
ley 32 catches for 296 yards. 

And they're all back. 

“We're the Rodney Dangerfields of 
SWAC offenses," Colbert said. “Nobody 
knows much about us, but we believe in 
ourselves.” 

The Tiger defense will suffer with the 
loss of SWAC Defensive Player of the 
Year Bruce Green as well as six other 
starters, but senior noseguard Stephen 
Baker has all-star qualities. 

Prairie View A&M, which has not won 
a game since the middle of the ‘82 season, 
will have to rely chiefly on underclass- 
men, but that may not be all bad because 
the Panthers’ leading statistical per- 
formers in 1984 were basically freshmen 
and sophomores. 

Junior fullback Cravon Rogers, junior 
wide receiver Brian Gardner and sopho- 
more quarterback Ernest Brow all return 
with a year’s experience. Senior Michael 
Lomax also is one of the best linebackers 
in the conference. @ 


O.K. Davis is sports editor of the Ruston (La.) 
Daily Leader. 


The Good Ol’ Mavs 


Texas- Arlington 
Is Riding High 
In the Saddle 


By O.K. DAVIS 


is drawl is as thick as molasses on 
ls a stack of pancakes at an eastern 
Texas truck stop. 

His cowboy hat has a brim as wide as 
the dance floor at Gilley's. 

There's a worn circle on the right hack 
pocket of his jeans, where tins of Skoal 
are kept within easy reach. 

His one-liners flow honestly and easily, 
spoken by a genuine good ol’ boy and na- 
tive son of the Lone Star state. 

Meet Chuck Curtis, football coach at 
Texas-Arlington. He is the Southland Con- 
ference’s answer to Bum Phillips, a down- 
to-earth connoisseur of country-western 
songs and a “pull up a chair and silt a 
spell” philosopher. 

Curtis also may be on the verge of put- 
ting the Mavericks right in the league's 
championship saddle. Like Jim Wacker 
over at Texas Christian, he performed a 
miracle of sorts in the 1984 season. 

In his debut with the Mavs, Curtis took a 
team that had been predicted to finish no 
better than fifth in the conference and 
guided it to a third-place slot and an over- 
all record of 7-4. That was quite a switch 
for a team that had posted only two win- 
ning seasons out of the previous 15. In 
fact, before last year, only two Texas- 
Arlington teams had won more than six 
games in a season since the school joined 
the University of Texas system in 1965. 

Curtis’ reply to such an outstanding 
turnaround? 

“Shucks, we just got our hosses together 
and went on a stampede,” he said. “I told 
my team before the season started that 
we were even with everybody else. We 
were 0-0, and it wasn’t any use to pay at- 
tention to what all of those preseason 
polls were saying.” 

The prognosticators now say that the 
Mavericks will have to be taken seriously 
this year. 

“If we don’t do anything else,” Curtis 
said, “we're going to have fun. Sure, we're 
going to work hard and practice diligently 
again, but I want my players to feel as if 
they're going to a big ol' barbecue. Last 
year, we didn’t even hit in practice. We'd 
put on our helmets and sweats and maybe 
work for an hour and a half at the most. 

“Then I'd tell em a story or two, spit 
and whittle for a while and let 'em go. I 
think it helped keep them loose. But when 
game day arrived, they were as mean as 
a rattlesnake. No reason why we should 
change things this year." 


Curtis, one of the most successful prep 
coaches in Texas history, may make one 
noticeable change on offense. With the ar- 
rival of quarterback David Bates, a trans- 
fer from Brigham Young, the Mavs al- 
most certainly will be throwing the 
football more. Bates was expected to bat- 
tle senior Phil Blue, who completed only 
43.4 percent of his passes and was inter- 
cepted 11 times last year, for the No. 1 job. 
Blue, however, decided not to use an 
extra fifth year of eligibility. 

That leaves only three starters return- 
ing on offense, so the Mavericks could 
struggle in the early going, Wide receiver 
James White is the only starter back at a 
skill position. 

The departure of league rushing cham- 
pion Scotty Caldwell leaves a big hole at 
halfback. Sophomore Randall Scott, who 
starred for Curtis at Cleburne (Tex.) High 
School, is one of several promising candi- 
dates to succeed Caldwell. 

Curtis will be examining a large group 
of hopefuls to join center Clint Hailey and 
guard Mike Fay on the line. All-America 
tackle Bruce Collie will be missed. 

The defensive front is anchored by end 


yr 


Linebacker Doug (Tank) Landry is the glue that holds togeth- 
er Louisiana Tech’s top-notch defense. 


Brad Robertson. Behind him are three 
solid linebackers, Randy Parham, Mike 
Buffins and Curtis Wright. 

The Mavericks’ best defender, howev- 
er, is All-SLC cornerback Tim McKyer, 
who picked off five passes last fall. 

If Texas-Arlington wrote a different 
script in 1984, consider the Cinderella 
story of Louisiana Tech. 

The Bulldogs were expected to place no 
higher than fourth in the title chase but 
wound up winning the championship and 
making it all the way to the final game of 
the Division I-AA national playoffs. 

After going 4-7 the year before, Louisi- 
ana Tech finished at 10-5 (including post- 
season contests) and played more games 
than any collegiate team in the country. 

“We were still playing, in fact, when all 
of our fans were starting to go crazy over 
our two basketball teams,” star line- 
backer Doug (Tank) Landry said, refer- 
ring to the school’s nationally ranked 
men’s and women’s squads. “It seemed as 
if our season was never going to end.” 

Landry, an All-America last season, will 
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ARKANSAS STATE 


Coach: Larry Lacewell (30-36-2, 6 years) 
1984 Record: 7-3-1; 2nd in conf., 4-1-1. 
Offense: Wishbone. Defense: 3-4 

Key Losses: Billy Bowers, S; |.J. Chapman, S; 
Judious Lewis, SE; Ed Troutt, C; Keith Weaver, 
HB; Farrell Wilson, OT; Mitchell Young, DT. 
Starters Returning: Offense (7): Randy Barn- 
hill, G, 6-3/270, Jr; Dwane Brown, QB, 5- 
9/180, Soph.; Ray Brown, TE. 6-5/235, Sr; 
Rickey Jemison, FB, 5- 10/190, Jr.; Preston 
Maddox, HB, 5-10/190, Sr.; Mark McMinn, G, 
6-4/250, Sr.; Lonnell Sheard, T, 6-2/245, Sr. 
Defense (8): Michael Cline, T, 6-3/240, Sr.: 
Carter Ray Crawford, NG, 6-2/230, Sr.; Greg 
Lee, CB, 6-1/190, Soph.; Marvin Neloms, E, 
6-3/215, Jr.; Stacy Price, E, 6-2/190, Sr.; 
Jerome Sims, CB, 5- 10/180, Sr.; Oscar Willis, 
LB, 6-1/240, Sr.; Anthony Withers, LB. 6- 
1/215, Jr, 

Key Returnees: Fred Barnes, DT, Jr; Doug 
Block, C, Jr.; Earl Easley, DB, Soph.; Andrew 
Elgin, DE, Soph.; Cazzy Francis, QB-WR, Jr.; 
Charlie Fredrick, NG. Jr.; Stacy Gore, P, Sr,; 
Mark Robbins, QB, Jr. (RS/broken arm); John 
Suskie, OT, Jr.; Boris Whiteside, RB, Jr; Mark 
Willis, LB, Sr. 

Top Newcomers: Mike Adams, DB (JUCO); 
Vincent Barnett, DB (JUGO); Lawrence John- 
son, OT; Don Palmer, DE/LB. 


LAMAR 


Coach: Ken Stephens (8-25, 3 years; 75-60-6 
overall, 13 years) 

1984 Record: 2-9; T6th in cont., 1-5. 

Offense: |-formation. Defense: 52. 

Key Losses: Alton Drake, DE; Danzell Lee, TE; 
Phillip Mack, DT; Jamey Sherman. S:; Bucky 
White, CB, 

Starters Returning: Offense (6): Troy Barrett, 
RB, 6-1/191, Soph,; Rodney Clay, SE, 6- 
0/170, Sr.; Dwayne Dodd, FL, 5- 10/161, Jr.; 
Alja Jones, G, 6-0/241, Jr.; George Landry. 
RB, 5-9/181, Sr.; Brent Watson, QB, 5- 
11/170, Soph. Defense (6): Billy Bell, CB, 5- 
11/161, Sr.; Kyle Bolyard, NG, 6-0/221, Sr.; 
Mike Cebrun, LB, 6-0/221, Sr.; Ben Chandler, 
T, 6-0/220, Jr.; Eugene Seale, LB, 5- 10/236. 
Sr.; Marshall Stewart, E, 6-0/208, Jr. 

Key Returnees: Rodney Broussard, CB, Soph. 
(medical RS); Chris Brown, DT, Jr.; Ricky Fer - 
nandez, P, Sr.; George Levias, QB, Soph.; 
Bruce Miller, WR, Sr.; Jeff Muckleroy, K, Soph.; 
Burton Murchison, RB, Soph.; Keith Pruitt, DE, 
Jr.; Ezell Seals, TE, Jr. 

Top Newcomers: Kim Brown, DT (JUCO}); 
Andy Gardiner, OT (JUCO); Ty Harding. TE 
(JUCO); Donald Kenebrew, FB (transfer from 
Houston); Dave Money, OB (JUCO). 


LOUISIANA TECH 


Coach: A.L. Williams (14-12, 2 years; 53-57 
overall, 10 years) 

1984 Record: 7-4; 1stin conf., 5-1. 

Offense; Pro-Set. Defense: 5-4. 

Key Losses: David Brewer, QB; Kyle Gandy, 
QB; David Green, RB; Aldon Kelly, S; Jon Paul 
Laque, LB; Steve McCourt, DT; Gerald McDan- 
jel, TE; Donald Myers, NG; Milt Roeder, OT; 
Karl Terrebonne, FL; Wayne Tillman, NG. 
Starters Returning: Offense (6): Ken Heth- 
erington, G, 6-4/269, Sr; Bobby Leitz, FB, 5- 
10/214, Jr.; Michael Sherman, SE, 5- 10/184, 
Sr.; Clayton Shoemaker, G, 6-0/247, Jr; Mike 
Slemp, C. 6-0/231, Sr.; Greg Watts. T, 6- 
3/275, Sr. Defense (7): Doyle Adams, S, 5- 
10/180, Sr.; Wendell Delaney, E, 6-0/208, Jr.; 
Harry Jackson, CB, 5-11/183, Jr.; Walter 
Johnson, E, 6-0/210. Jr.; Doug ( Tank) Landry, 
LB, 6-1/220, Sr., Greg Powell, CB, 5- 10/203, 
Jr.; Donald Washington, T, 6-2/240, Jr 

Key Returnees: Neal Atkins, LB, Jr.; George 
Benyola, K, Sr.; Barry Bowman, P, Jr.; Paddy 
Doyle, FL, Soph.; Barry Hamilton, S, Jr.; Jeff 
Harrell, NG, Sr.; Jeff Holmes, OT, Jr.; Lester 
Mills, TE, Sr.; Garlon Powell, RB, Soph.; Stacy 
Ward, DT, Jr.; Roderick Wright, FL, Soph. 

Top Newcomers: Bob Garrett, QB (RS); 
Curtis Griffin, QB (RS). 


Arkansas State quarterback Dwane Brown. 


McNEESE STATE 


Coach: John McCann ( 13-8-1, 2 years) 

1984 Record: 7-3-1; 5th in conf. 2-3-1. 
Offense: |-formation. Defense: 4-3. 

Key Losses: Simon Jordan, TB; Todd McArth- 
ur, DB; Keith Ortego, SE: Don Richards. OB; 
Ricky Stewart, FB; Tony Whittington, K. 
Starters Returning: Offense (6): Richard 
Burks, G, 6-2/247, Jr.; Anthony Fontenot, T. 
6-2/ 265, Jr.: Lark Hebert, T, 6-3/271, Sr.; Flip 
Johnson, FL, 5-11/165, Jr; Andy Vance, TE, 
6-3/240, Sr.; lvy Woods, G, 6-2/235, Sr. De- 
fense (7): John Bohacek, E, 6-1/225, Sr.: 
Scott Duplechin, CB, 6-0/180, Jr.; Mark Ham- 
ilton, S, 5-10/ 180, Sr,; Ross Leger, T, 6- 1/232. 
Sr.; Don Moseley, LB, 6-2/235, Sr.; Vance Ro- 
bichaux, LB, 5-11/205, Sr.; Tracy Stringer. T. 
6-1/235, Jr 

Key Returnees: Arthur Alexander, SE, Soph.; 
David Anderson, QB, Jr. (RS); Subester 
Brooks, QB, Jr.; Jeff Bryant, FB, Soph.; David 
Carter, S, Soph.; Rucker Davis, C, Jr.; Tony 
Hunt, FB, Soph.; Tony Johnson, FB, Jr.; Anth- 
ony Lewis, CB, Jr.; Benny May, P, Jr.; Marcel 
Mills, LB, Soph.; Perry Myles, TB, dr. 

Top Newcomers: Brian Champagne, QB; Mark 
Cole, QB; Scott Dieterich, QB; Mark Guilbeaux, 
QB; Mike Holleman, P/DB; Wilbert Lewis, TB 
(RS); Brian McZeal, TB (RS); Lance Wiley, 
K/P. 


NORTHEAST LOUISIANA 


Coach: Pat Collins (28-16, 4 years) 

1984 Record: 7-4: 4th in conf., 3-3. 

Offense: Multiple. Defense: 4-2. 

Key Losses: Bobby Agnor, OT; Joey Evans, TE: 
Lee Everett, LB; Mike Grantham, OG; Rodney 
Horn, QB; Mike Howard, S: Bennie Jones, DT; 
Chris Lott, SE; Mark Moseley, S; Darrell Slater. 
CB; Johnny Slaughter, DE; Ronnie Washington, 
LB. 

Starters Returning: Offense (6): Stephone 
Avery, TB, 6-0/176, Soph.; Scott Davis, C, 6- 
0/247, Jr.; Jimmy Harris. FB, 5- 10/196, Jr.; 
Mike Porter, G, 6-3/248, Jr.; Mike Suggs, FL. 
6-0/ 185, Sr.; David (Bo) Swilley, OT, 6- 
4/292, Jr. Defense (4): Perry Harper, CB, 6- 
0/179, Soph,; Will Johnson, DE, 6-5/210, Jr.; 
Mike Turner, S, 6-2/199, Sr.; Mike Yost. T, 6- 
1/234, Jr. 

Key Returnees: Kirby Bonvillain, TB-FB. Sr.; 
Bubba Brister, QB, Sr.; Claude Brumfield, DT. 
Soph.: Kevin Duhe, P, Soph.; Glenn Egan, DE, 
Sr. (medical RS); Teddy Garcia, K, Soph.; 
Kevin Joseph, DE, Soph.; Roger Kelley, LB, Jr. 
(RS). 

Top Newcomers: Lawrence Aguillard, RB; Dan 
Childress, DB-O8 (transfer from Southwestern 
La.); David Christmas, RB; Walter Green, CB 
(JUCO); Walter Phythian, QB (RS): Joe Paul 
Smith, TE. 
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NORTH TEXAS STATE 


Coach: Corky Nelson (12-22, 3 years) 

1984 Record: 2-9; T6th in conf., 1-5. 

Offense: Veer. Defense: 4-2. 

Key Losses: Al Phillips. 0B; Rafael Wenning- 
ton, DB; Michael Zukus, P- 

Starters Returning: Offense (9): Matt Barber, 
TE, 6-3/210, Soph.; Mark Bartlett, T, 6-6/240, 
Sr.; John Lott, G, 6-2/245, Jr.; Monty Moon, 
TB. 5-10/180, Soph.; Kendell Nelson, C, 6- 
0/230. Soph.; Edwin Owens, WR, DeWayne 
Reeder, T, 6-4/250, Jr.; Mike Rhone, QB, 6- 
2/190. Soph.; Richard Sims, FB, 5- 11/185, 
Soph. Defense (4): Gordon McFeders, T, 6- 
2/240, Soph.; Johnny Schindler, 5-11/ 185, Jr.; 
Matt Tieman, T, 6-2/225, Jr.; Lance White, LB, 
6-2/205, Jr. 

Key Returnees: Kenneth Biggers, S, Soph., 
Billy Brewer, RB, Soph, (academic 93S); David 
Hunt, OG, Sr.; Derrick Jackson, TB, Soph.; 
Tom Middaugh, DE, Soph.; Mike Minter, OT. 
Sr.; David Stanley, QB, Soph.; Jerry Pickens, S, 
Sr. (RS/kKnee); Joe Walker, OG, Soph. 

Top Newcomers: Stanley Cook, FL (JUCQ): 
Ed Fleming, LB (JUCO); Ralph Roberson, RB 
(RS/knee); Archie Sauls, CB (JUCO); Steve 
Williams, LB (JUCO). 


TEXAS -ARLINGTON 


Coach: Chuck Curtis (7-4, 1 year) 

1984 Record: 7-4; 3rd in conf., 4-2. 

Offense: Multiple. Defense: 50. 

Key Losses: Phil Blue, QB; Robert Brodner, 
FB; Scotty Caldwell, HB: Bruce Collie, OT; Jon 
Dyer, TE; Dennis Golsch, DT; Andre Gray, HB; 
Bob Howard, DT; Sam Raybourn, OG; Adam 
Sheppard, CB; David Sitler, OT; Willie Wiggins, 
Ss 


Starters Returning: Offense (3): Mike Fay, G, 
6-3/245, Jr.; Clint Hailey, C, 6-4/240, Soph.; 
James White. WR, 5-9/165, Jr. Defense (7): 
Mike Buffins, LB, 6-0/190, Soph.; Tim McKyer. 
CB, 6-0/175, Sr.; Randy Parham, LB, 6-2/ 185, 
Jr.; David Phillips, S, 6-0/170, Jr.; Brad Rob- 
ertson, E, 6-2/225, Sr.; Felix Velasco, NG, 6- 
2/235, Jr.; Curtis Wright, LB, 6-2/ 195, Jr. 
Key Returnees: George Andrie, OG, Soph, 
(RS/elbow); Rick Flores, OT, Jr.; Jarvis 
McKyer, HB, Jr.; Willie Meredith, FB, Sr.; Ran- 
dall Scott, HB, Soph.; Errol Ware, OG, Soph.; 
Jason Watson, §, Jr. 

Top Newcomers: Keith Arbon, WR (transfer 
from Brigham Young); David Barksdale, DT 
(transfer from Texas); David Bates, QB 
(transfer from Brigham Young); Jay Fitch, QB 
( transfer from Texas Christian); Robert (Boo) 
Jones, HB (transfer from Abilene Christian); 
Greg Roberson, DT (RS/knee). 


spark the defense. Seven starters are 
back from a unit that last year ranked 
third nationally in total defense. 

Landry's final season will be marked by 
frequent blitzes into opposing backfields 
along with All-SLC linemen Walter John- 
son at end and Donald Washington at 
tackle. Safety Doyle Adams (five intercep- 
tions) is another returning all-conference 
performer. 

“Johnson has incredible quickness and 
agility,” said A.L. Williams, who was 
named SLC Coach of the Year in 1984. 
“And to think he’s got two more years 
with us,” 

The Bulldogs must develop a new quar- 
terback, though, and they probably will go 
with one of two redshirt freshmen, Bob 
Garrett or Curtis Griffin. Either one will 
be protected by a veteran line that re- 
turns four of five starters. 

The Bulldog receiving corps lost some 
good players but should be strong with the 
return of speedsters Michael Sherman 
and Roderick Wright. The backfield fea- 
tures sophomore Garlon Powell, who 
rushed for 608 yards last fall to lead the 
team. 

Another offensive threat is All-SLC 
place-kicker George Benyola, who con- 
nected on 16 of 24 field-goal tries a year 
ago. 
“Rebuilding” is the buzzword at North- 
east Louisiana this year after graduation 
robbed Coach Pat Collins of 12 starters, 
including five members of the 1984 all- 
conference team. Gone are quarterback 
Rodney Horn, tight end Joey Evans, offen- 
sive guard Mike Grantham, linebacker 
Ronnie Washington and cornerback Dar- 
rell Slater. 

Still, Collins isn’t worried. 

“We've got battle scars on the players 
that do return, but everyone is marked by 
an excellent competitive attitude,” Collins 
said. “We could have as many as 20 posi- 
tions being manned by underclassmen, 
but so many of our returning people did 


All-America noseguard Carter Ray Crawford 
(diving on loose ball) is the driving force be- 


fense. 


see some action last year.” 

Plus, the Indians have an excellent win- 
ning tradition in recent times. Over the 
last three years, no Southland school can 
surpass its .697 winning percentage. 

“We believe in ourselves,” said defen- 
sive end Will Johnson, one of the league’s 
premier pass rushers. “Our work attitude 
is excellent. We had some tough times 
last year, but we believe we can turn the 
corner this time and get a lot out of the 
people we have back.” 

Johnson is the key returnee to a defen- 
sive line that could be outstanding, what 
with the return of end Glenn Egan, who 
missed last season with an illness, and 
tackles Claude Brumfield and Mike Yost. 

The Indians have a good man in the 
secondary, safety Mike Turner, but the 
backfield and linebacking figure to be 
weak spots. 

“Offensively, I see us having a good 
year running with the ball,” Collins said. 
He obviously is expecting good seasons 
from Jimmy Harris (who ran for 400 
yards and seven touchdowns in seven 
games before suffering a season-ending 
knee injury), Kenneth Johnson, Stephone 
Avery and Kirby Bonvillain. 

Former Tulane quarterback Walter 
(Bubba) Brister appears to be at the front 
of the line for Horn’'s job behind center, 
with flanker Mike Suggs his top passing 
target. 

“T think our kicking game will rank up 
there with the best,” Collins added, noting 
the return of place-kicker Teddy Garcia 
and punter Kevin Duhe. 

The Indians who really could be going 
on the warpath in 1985, however, are 
those at Arkansas State. 

Even Coach Larry Lacewell, who often 
tends to downplay his team’s chances, is 
openly optimistic. 

“IT can't help but admit that the pluses 
outweigh the minuses for us this year,” he 
said. “We do have a good nucleus of re- 
turning people, probably the best nucleus 


BO — 


hind Arkansas State’s potentially excellent de- 


we've had since I've been at Arkansas 
State.” 

For starters, the Indians have an All- 
America noseguard in Carter Ray Craw- 
ford; an All-America candidate in corner- 
back Jerome Sims; three all-league 
choices in offensive guard Randy Barn- 
hill, defensive tackle Michael Cline and 
defensive end Marvin Neloms; the SLC 
Freshman of the Year in quarterback 
Dwane Brown; the league’s scoring cham- 
pion and top returning rusher (888 yards, 
11 touchdowns) in fullback Rickey Jemis- 
on, and the conference’s top kickoff re- 
turner in Boris Whiteside. 

The only apparent weakness on this 
team is the offensive line, which lost two 
all-conference players. 

“If we can get by what could be our 
toughest schedule since I’ve been here, 
we could be back in the playoffs,” said 
senior defensive end Stacy Price, nick- 
named “Car Hop” because of his knack 
for leaping over a parked car. “But that 
schedule gives us the challenge we need 
to be ready for our league games. We're 
all excited about the prospects of having a 
great year.” 

The Indians, who made it to the quar- 
ter-finals in the national playoffs last year 
while losing to only two I-AA teams—na- 
tional champion Montana State and run- 
ner-up Louisiana Tech—could have the 
No. | defense in the Southland this year. 

“We've got eight returning starters, and 
I don’t think we've ever had more talent 
on one unit,” Lacewell said. 

Offensively, the scrambling Brown 
should be even more effective with a 
year's experience at quarterback under 
his belt. Brown, Jemison and Preston 
Maddox were the team’s top three rush- 
ers last year as the Indians ranked third 
nationally in rushing offense, and 
Lacewell is fortunate to have all three 
back. 


Continued 
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“The key to our season,” Lacewell said, 
“is getting through the early part of our 
schedule, which has us going to both Ole 
Miss and Mississippi State. Physically, it 
could take a toll on us, and that’s one of 
the reasons we went out and signed 11 
junior college transfers. We can use that 
immediate experience.” 

McNeese State could use some immedi- 
ate help in its offensive backfield. 

I'll need a scoreboard to tell who's out 
there for us,” said Coach John McCann, 
who must replace his entire backfield. 
“We face a major rebuilding challenge in 
that area.” 

Quarterback Don Richards and fullback 
Ricky Stewart graduated, but the biggest 
blow occurred when tailback Simon Jor- 
dan, the brother of former Cowboys star 
Buford Jordan, was partially paralyzed in 
an off-season car accident. Jordan, whom 
McCann called “an offensive talent that 
comes along as rarely as his older broth- 
er,” was the only SLC player to rush for 
more than 1,000 yards last fall. 

“Our young players will have to mature 
quickly at that position,” McCann said. 
Battling it out for the tailback job are jun- 
ior Perry Myles and redshirt freshmen 
Wilbert Lewis and Brian McZeal. 

The quarterback job will fall to either 
Subester Brooks or David Anderson, both 
largely untested juniors. 

“One consolation,” McCann said, “is 
that our entire offensive line is returning. 
That could really offset the lack of experi- 
ence we have elsewhere in the backfield.” 
The top man there is tackle Lark Hebert. 

Linebackers Vance Robichaux and Don 
Moseley lead a crew of seven returning 
starters on defense, including senior Mark 
Hamilton, a veteran all-star prospect at 
safety. 

Like Texas-Arlington and Louisiana 
Tech, North Texas State had a major 
turnaround in ‘84. Problem was, it went 
the wrong way: 

The Eagles dropped from league co- 
champions to co-cellar dwellers in just 
one year, leaving Coach Corky Nelson a 
bit baffled. 

“We all went through a few self-analyti- 
cal sessions to see where we had gone 
wrong,” Nelson said. “I'd be less than hon- 
est if I said we didn’t all suffer through it, 
but it did make us all stronger. I think it 
toughened us all up. We had nearly 50 
first-year players on last year’s squad, and 
I believe you're going to see a much more 
mature bunch of young men this season.” 

Nelson’s squad will be strongest up 
front. Tackle Mark Bartlett and guards 
David Hunt and John Lott bolster the of- 
fensive wall, which will need to hold 
steady while sophomore Mike Rhone gets 
Squared away at quarterback. As the 
team’s No. 2 signal-caller last year, Rhone 
completed only 39.2 percent of his passes 
(amazingly, the team high) for no touch- 
downs and nine interceptions. 
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fense that will have to replace seven starters. 


“Mike got five good starts under his 
belt,” Nelson said, obviously preferring to 
be optimistic. 

The Eagles need another solid runner 
to pair with sophomore Monty Moon, who 
went on to lead the team in rushing with 
464 yards following the scholastic set- 
backs of several expected starters before 
last season. 

Linebacker Lance White (126 tackles) 
spearheads the defense, which will be 
looking for seven new players to fill start- 
ing roles. 

Whether Lamar can avoid its custom- 
ary finish at the bottom of the standings 
could depend greatly on quarterback 
Brent Watson. His 1984 freshman perfor- 
mance—55 completions in 129 attempts 
for five touchdowns, 733 yards and a 
whopping 15 interceptions—leaves plenty 

-of room for improvement. 
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Cardinals Coach Ken Stephens said 
much of that can be attributed to his 
freshman status. “We threw him in the 
fire early,” he said, “but he survived the 
burns and proved he could be a leader for 
us.” 

Stephens is optimistic about his of- 
fense’s potential for improvement. All- 
conference split end Rodney Clay returns 
after hauling in 32 passes for 792 yards 
and five touchdowns a year ago, while 
starting running backs George Landry 
and Troy Barrett both are back. 

Defense, and Eugene Seale in particu- 
lar, are the strength of this team. Seale 
and his linebacker buddy, Mike Cebrun, 
are the foundation of a unit that could be 
Lamar’s saving grace. 


O.K. Davis is sports editor of the Ruston (La.) 
Daily Leader. 


The Bobcats Shall Return 


Montana State 
Has the Tools 
To Win Again 


By JIM POORE 


ence football, the Montana State Bob- 
cats won six league championships 
outright and shared another title. 

The Big Sky juggernaut stumbled to a 
cumulative 13-18 record in the next three 
seasons (1980 through 1982), however, and 
then plunged to the depths in 1983 by 
going 1-10. Suddenly, the Bobcats were 
getting little respect. 

When sportswriters made their presea- 
son predictions for 1984, one pollster even 
picked Montana State ninth. The Big Sky 
is an eight-team league. 

But by the time the 1984 season was 
over, the Bobcats had set an NCAA Divi- 
sion LAA record for the most improved 
record from one year to the next. Mon- 
tana State not only bettered its ‘83 regu- 
lar-season mark by eight games, compil- 
ing a 9-2 record, it won the Big Sky crown 
and went on to capture the I-AA national 
championship. 

For nearly a year now, the league's 
pundits have offered all kinds of explana- 
tions for the reversal. Heading the list 
have been a virtually injury-free season, 
Kelly Bradley's maturation as a quarter- 
back (he passed for 30 touchdowns and 
3,508 yards in regular-season action) and 
the dominant play of All-America defen- 
sive end Mark Fellows. 

“T don't know if anybody will ever know 
the real reason," Bobcats Coach Dave Ar- 
nold said. “But I give the credit, No. 1, to 
our kids. Just the type of kids they are.” 

Most of-Montana State’s starters in 1983 
(and 1984) were from Montana and when 
they went back to the farms, ranches and 
small towns that dominate the state, they 
had to face questions about that 1-10 sea- 
son. 

“They're a hard-nosed type of kid and 
they didn’t like what happened to us,” Ar- 
nold said. 

But can the Bobcats repeat as outright 
league champions? No Big Sky team has 
done that since 1974-1975. 

Arnold, for one, would not pick his team 
to repeat. 

“But that’s me talking,” said Arnold, 
whose ’84 Bobcats won six of seven league 
games and 12 of 14 contests overall (in- 
cluding postseason play). “If I had my 
druthers, I'd have everybody pick us 
eighth.” 

Nobody will be that foolish this year. 
All-league tight end Joe Bignell is gone, 
but Bradley—voted the Big Sky's No. 1 of- 


[i n the first 17 years of Big Sky Confer- 


Montana State wide receiv- 
er Tom White should get 
plenty of action in 1985. 


fensive player in '84—is back and he’s sur- 
rounded by experienced players. Fullback 
Jesse Jones returns, along with tailbacks 
David Pandt and Tim Clements. Three of 
Arnold's top four wide receivers are back 
—Tom White (a second-team all-league 
selection), Kelly Davis and Darin Die- 
trich. 

Bruce Randall, a first-team All-Big Sky 
guard, heads a veteran offensive line that 
includes junior Todd Vasey at the other 
guard and junior Don Leake at one tackle. 
Bruce Brockmann, a 6-foot-5!4, 260-pound 
tackle, is back after starting the first two 
games last year and then suffering a sea- 
son-ending knee injury. 

Defense is where Arnold may have 
trouble duplicating last year’s magic. The 
only starter back among the down line- 
men is Tex Sikora, a second-team 
all-league pick at tackle. Fellows, Lonnie 
Burt and Troy Timmer are gone from a 
front that was as nasty as any Montana 
blizzard. 

“The key is who is going to play those 
other three positions on the defensive 
line,"’ Arnold said. Indeed, Montana 
State’s season may ride on that. 

Sikora will be moved to Fellows’ end 
spot. 

“Tex will play well there,’ Arnold said. 


"I'm not saying he'll be a Fellows, but he’s 
the strongest kid on the team now that 
Fellows is gone.” 

Defensive end-outside linebacker Clete 
Linebarger and inside linebacker Kirk 
Timmer, both second-team All-Big Sky 
choices last year, and free safety Doug 
Kimball (eight interceptions in '84) are 
other key returnees. 

Idaho finished 6-5 overall last year, win- 
ning four straight league games at the 
end of the season after a 0-3 Big Sky start 
and causing shock waves in neighboring 
Oregon with a 41-22 victory over Oregon 
State of the Pacific-10. 

Idaho Coach Dennis Erickson has 
enough players back to create a few more 
tremors both in Oregon (the Vandals open 
the season at Oregon State) and the Big 
Sky. Eight starters, including junior quar- 
terback Scott Linehan, are back on of- 
fense and six defensive starters return. 

Erickson is confident about his offense. 
That has not been Idaho’s problem during 
his three seasons at the school. 

“We haven't won the championship be- 
cause we haven't done the things on de- 
fense,” Erickson said. 

This year, the Vandals are strong at 
linebacker with junior Tom Hennessey, a 
two-year starter, and Mike Cox and Nolan 
Harper. But the defensive line—while 
boasting two returning starters in John 
Andrews and Ron Crick—concerns Erick- 
son. 

The Idaho coach, who has moved some 
players from offense to defense, hopes the 
arrival of John Wunderlich from Walla 
Walla Community College will make a dif- 
ference. 

“We can’t give up the big play, which 
was a problem last year,” Erickson said. 

Linehan, on the other hand, should give 
Opposing coaches the big-play blues this 
fall. In fact, he could overshadow Bradley. 
When Linehan injured his shoulder in the 
second game of the season against Cal 
State Fullerton last year, Idaho stumbled. 
When he was 100 percent again, the Van- 
dals finished strong. 

Along with Linehan, Idaho returns wide 
receiver Eric Yarber, a first-team All-Big 
Sky selection, and tight end Scott Auker, a 
second-team all-league choice. Four of- 
fensive linemen—tackles Tom Cable and 
David Thorsen, center Matt Watson and 
guard Joe Smiley—also return. Watson 
was first-team all-league last fall. 

The Vandals need a tailback and a full- 
back. 

Nevada-Reno is the other team talked 
about in the same breath with Montana 
State and Idaho. Last year, the Wolf Pack 
overcame a slow start and finished sec- 
ond in the league with a 5-2 record (7-4 
Overall). One of those losses was to Mon- 
tana State, 44-41, in four overtimes. 

This year, Reno Coach Chris Ault has 
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BOISE STATE 


Coach: Lyle Setencich (12-10, 2 years) 

1984 Record: 6-5; T3rd in conf., 4-3. 

Offense: |- formation. Defense: Multiple. 

Key Losses: Scott Baker, C; Larry Hunter, K; 
Carl Keever, LB; John Kilgo, OT; Dave Malo- 
ney, FB; Kim Metcalf, TE; Glenn Simonton, NG; 
Mark Urness, OG; Jim Voulelis, CB. 

Starters Returning: Offense (6): Eric Andrade, 
WR, 6-1/185, Jr., Barry Black, T, 6-3/260, Jr,; 
Hazsen Choates, QB, 5-11/170, Jr; Steve 
Despot, G, 6-2/245, Sr.; Jon Francis, TB, 5- 
11/205, Sr.; Tony Hunter, WR, 5-8/ 160, Sr. 
Defense (8): Phil Bartle, S, 6-0/190, Jr.; 
Chuck Compton, DB, 5-11/195, Sr.; Jim Ellis, 
LB, 6-3/2365, Jr.; Steve Harris, S, 6-0/180, Sr,; 
Michael Johnson, T, 6-2/237, Sr.; Marcus 
Koch, T, 6-5/275, Sr.; Kevin Rocha, LB, 6- 
1/225, Sr.; Lance Sellars, LB, 6-2/220, Jr. 
Key Returnees: Todd Anderson, QB, Jr; Gary 
Castille, DB, Sr. (medical RS); Tom DeWitz, 
OG, Soph.; Mike Dolby, LB, Jr.; Steve Hale, 
WR, Soph.; Ron Love, TB/PR, Sr.; Ron Talbot, 
P, Sr.; Luke Triplett, FB, Jr. 

Top Newcomers: Dave Behrendt, DT (RS); 
Tyler Burke, TB; Jerry Ennis, S; Dale Goodwin, 
FB (transfer from Idaho State); Kim Hilliard, 
OT (RS); Pat McDade, DT; Matt Rogers, OT 
(JUCO); Rex Walters, DE (JUCO), 


IDAHO 


Coach: Dennis Erickson (23-12, 3 years) 

1984 Record: 6-5; T3rd in conf., 4-3, 

Offense: Pro-set. Defense: 52. 

Key Losses: Marlon Barrow, TB; Dan Hunter, 
DE; Calvin Loveall, CB; Sam Manoa, DT; Tim 
McMonigle, K; Ed Rifilato, LB; Mike Shill, FB; 
Steve Simpson, CB; Lance West, OG. 

Starters Returning: Offense (8): Scott Auker, 
TE, 6-2/222, Sr.; Brant Bengen, E, 5-8/172, 
Jr.; Tom Cable, T, 6-5/269, Sr.; Scott Linehan, 
QB, 6- 1/209, Jr.; Joe Smiley, G, 6-2/266, Sr,; 
Dave Thorsen, T, 6-3/265, Sr.; Matt Watson, 
C, 6-3/265, Sr.; Eric Yarber, WR, 5-9/155, SR. 
Defense (6): John Andrews, T, 6-4/248, Sr.; 
Mike Cox, LB, 6-1/231, Jr.; Ron Crick, E, 6- 
3/205, Sr.; Tom Hennessey, LB, 6-1/210, Jr.; 
Dan McCanna, S, 6-1/187, Soph.; Mark Tidd, 
S, 5-11/177, Jr. 

Key Returnees: Mark Caldwell, OT, Sr.; Steve 
Jackson, TB, Sr.; Mike Johnston, DB, Sr. 
(medical RS); Scott Katz, DT, Soph. (medical 
RS); Virgil Paulson, DB, Soph.; Paul Ramsey, 
DB, Jr.; Peter Wilkins, DE, Soph. 

Top Newcomer; Fred Lloyd, TB (JUCO), 


IDAHO STATE 


Coach: Jim Koetter (13-10, 2 years) 

1984 Record: 5-6; T3rd in conf., 4-3, 

Offense: Multiple. Defense: 3-4. 

Key Losses: Steve Anderson, NG; Jeff Bartlow, 
OT; John Berry, S; Jeff Kaiser, P; Brent Koet- 
ter, S; Perry Larson, K; Tim Messuri, OG; Bob 
Otto, DT; Tony Plott, LB; Todd Price, C; Wade 
Wilhite, TB. 

Starters Returning: Offense (7): Jody Gris- 
wold, TE, 6-1/220, Sr.; Vern Harris, QB, 6- 
1/193, Sr.; Merril Hoge, FB, 6- 1/218, Jr.; Chris 
Lacy, G, 6-2/250, Sr.; Nick Olsen, WR, 5- 
10/182, Jr; Tad Pearson, WR, 6-1/176, Sr.; 
Thomas Thomas, T, 6-4/257, Sr. Defense (6): 
Mike Galley, LB, 5-10/210, Soph.; Anthony 
Delaney, LB, 6-2/225, Sr.; Kevin Hudgens, T, 
6-3/260, Sr.; Walter Johnson, CB, 5-10/177, 
Sr.; Bill Maher, CB, 5-9/176, Sr.: Ron Manu, 
LB, 6-0/228, Jr. 

Key Returnees; John Arbuckle, DT, dr; Earl 
Davis, LB, Sr. (RS/knee); Fred Ernst, DT, Sr. 
(RS); Jim Harrell, OG, Sr.; Bill Lasley, OT, Jr, 
(RS/leg); Dan Nicholson, C, Sr.; Jim Nielsen, 
DT, Sr.; Gerald Richardson, DB, Jr. (RS); Mike 
Schwartz, C, Soph. (RS/knee). 

Top Newcomers: Jim Andrus, FB (JUCO); 
John Collard, OB (JUCO); Chuck Hendrix, DB 
(JUCO). 


w 
Boise State’s Hazsen Choates. 


MONTANA 


Coach; Larry Donovan (22-29-1, 5 years) 
1984 Record: 2-8-1; 8th in conf., 0-7. 
Offense: |-formation, Defense: 3-4. 

Key Losses: Gregg Green, LB; Bob McCauley, 
WR; Curt McGinness, TE; Marty Mornhinweg, 
QB; Scott Timberman, S; Jake Trammell, LB, 
Starters Returning: Offense (5): Eric Dawald, 
G, 6-3/245, Sr.; LeRoy Foster, TB, 5-5/160, 
Sr.; Scott Moe, WR, 5-10/ 180, Sr.; Scott Mur- 
ray, FB, 6-0/205, Sr.; Mark Smith, G, 6-3/251, 
Jr. Defense (8): J.C. Campbell, LB, 6-5/215, 
Soph,; Ward Crawford, T, 6-4/221, Soph.; Tim 
Gillis, LB, 6-4/220, Sr.; Tim Monterossi, CB, 
6-0/198, Soph.; Scott Moore, NG, 6-3/245, 
Sr.; Ted Ray, CB, 5- 10/177, Sr.; Dave Seaman, 
T, 6-2/251, Jr.; Terry Shillman, S, 5- 11/194, 
Sr. 

Key Returnees; Larry Clarkson, OT, Soph.; Eby 
Dobson, P/K, Jr,, Rick Dozier, LB, Sr.; Kraig 
Paulson, TB, uJr.; Shawn Poole, DT, Jr. (RS). 
Top Newcomers: Reggie Brown, DB (JUCO); 
Nate Finch, DT (transfer from Utah State); 
Brian Gimler, OB (JUCO); Jack Metcalf, C 
(JUCO); Shanon Mornhinweg, QB; Brent 
Pease, QB (JUCQ); Mike Rice, WR (JUCO); 
Brad Salonen, TE (RS); Scott Werbelow, QB 
(JUCO) 


MONTANA STATE 


Coach: Dave Arnold (13-12, 2 years) 

1984 Record: 9-2; 1st in conf., 6-1. 

Offense: Multiple. Defense: 50. 

Key Losses: Brent Bateman, WR; Joe Bignell, 
TE; Lonnie Burt, NG; Mark Fellows, DE; Robb 
Fellows, C; Joe Roberts, S; Bill Schmidt, OT; 
Troy Timmer, DT; Gregg Wilks, LB. 

Starters Returning: Offense (7): Kelly Bradley, 
QB, 6-3/205; Jr.; Jesse Jones, FB, 6-0/225, 
Sr.; Don Leake, T, 6-4/245, Jr.; David Pandt, 
RB, 5-11/185, Sr.; Bruce Randall, G, 6-6/265, 
Sr; Tadd Vasey, G. 6-6/240, Jr.; Tom White, 
WR, 5-10/155, Sr. Defense (6): Derrick Abell, 
CB, 5-10/180, Jr; Rodney Holland, CB, 5- 
11/190, Sr.; Doug Kimball, S, 6-0/185, Sr,; 
Clete Linebarger, E, 6-0/190, Sr; Tex Sikora, 
T, 6-2/230, Sr.; Kirk Timmer, LB, 6-2/235, Jr. 
Key Returnees: Bruce Brockmann, OT, Sr. 
(RS/knee); Mike Callaghan, LB, Sr,; Tim Cle- 
ments, RB, Sr.; Kelly Davis, WR, Jr.; Darin Die - 
trich, WR, Sr.; Ron Hanson, LB, Soph.; Mark 
Harwood, DE, Soph.; Steve King, CB, Jr.; Ken 
Lang, LB, Soph.; Eric Miller, FB, Sr.; Mark 
Page, WR/P, Soph.; Tyler Winter, S, Jr. 

Top Newcomers: Todd Brown, K; Greg Gam- 
mon, DT (JUCO); Rick Hilder, OG (JUCO); 
Bob Kimball, DB (RS); Anders Larsson, K; 
Tony Moore, WR; Chinedu Ohan, RB (RS); 
Mike Vasquez, NG (JUCO). 
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NEVADA-RENO 


Coach: Chris Ault (70-33-1, 9 years) 

1984 Record: 7-4; 2nd in conf., 5-2. 

Offense: Wing-T. Defense: 3-4. 

Key Losses: Kyle Denny, LB; Phil Harbour, OT; 
Eric Jenkins, FB; Jeff Loutzenhiser, DT; Jeff 
Peterson, LB; Larry Pierce, DT. 

Starters Returning: Offense (7): Eric Beavers, 
QB, 5- 10/175, Jr.; Greg Black, T, 6-4/250, Sr.; 
Bryan Calder, WR, 6-0/ 190, Jr.; Anthony Goo- 
den, RB, 6-3/205, Sr.; Devin Pauly, C, 6- 
2/230, Sr.; Greg Rea, G, 6-4/235, Sr.; Jim 
Short, G, 6-0/235, Sr. Defense (7): Tyler Car- 
bone, NG, 6-3/235, Sr.; Mike Dixon, LB, 6- 
0/210, Sr.; Patrick Hunter, CB, 6-0/180, Sr.; 
Daryl McCoy, S, 6-0/195, Sr.; Mark McVeigh, 
LB, 6-4/225, Sr.; Joe Peterson, CB, 5- 10/180, 
Jr.; Elston Ridgle, T, 6-6/235, Sr, 

Key Returnees: Jeff Davis, TE, Soph.; Lucius 
Floyd. RB, Soph,; Johnny Gordon, FB, Sr.; 
Robert Hudson, TE, Jr. (RS/knee); Dwayne 
Littlefield, DT, Sr.; Scott Madison, S, Jr.; Randy 
Medler, OG, Sr.; Steve Mitchell, FB, Jr. (RS); 
Greg Nefzger, DB, Jr, (RS); Martin Zendejas, 
K, Soph, 

Top Newcomers: Bill Bonsall, NG (RS); Byron 
Curtis, DB; Bernard Ellison, OB: Andy Genasci, 
QB; Mark Girola, DL (JUCO); Mike Lenahan, 
LB (JUGO); Galvin Sailes, WR (JUCO), 


NORTHERN ARIZONA 


Coach: Larry Kentera (first year at NAU) 

1984 Record: 4-6; 7th in conf,, 2-5. 

Offense: Multiple. Defense: Multiple. 

Key Losses: Steve Caparella, C; A.J. Castane- 
da, DT; John Foss, TE; Doug Gandy, OG; Terry 
Gatewood, DB; James Gee, DT; Jerry Holder, 
TB; Marvin Jackmon, LB; Scott Johnston, OT; 
Mike Mendoza, QB; Joe Pettit, OT; Ben Rich- 
ardson, FL; Kris Yonker, FB. 

Starters Returning: Offense (2): Jerry Davis, 
WR, 6-1/180, Sr.; Dan Moran, T, 6-3/250, Sr. 
Defense (3): Jeff Randle El, LB, 6-3/225, Sr.; 
Harry Kaminski, T, 6-3/241, Sr.; Brad Litle, LB, 
6-3/205, Sr. 

Key Returnees: Randy Cook, LB, Sr. (RS/in- 
flamed Achilles tendon); Tom Gibson, DE, Jr.; 
Benny Gordon, TE, Sr.; Terry Mahan, WR, Jr.; 
Torry Martin, DB, Soph.; Clark Osborne, LB, 
Soph.; Donri Roberson, RB, Soph.; Dejuan 
Robinson, DL, Jr.; Greg Roskopf, DT, Jr. 

Top Newcomers: Craig Austin, QB (JUCO); 
Marc D'Andrea, OL (JUCO); Keith Eachus, OL 
(JUCO); Jonas Eldridge, RB (RS); Eric Ham- 
mond, OL (JUCO); Gary Houghton, LB (RS); 
Lenny McGee, TE (JUCQ); John Swenning, 
QB (RS). 


WEBER STATE 


Coach: Mike Price (22-22, 4 years) 

1984 Record: 5-6; 6th in conf., 3-4. 

Offense; Multiple, Defense: 3-4. 

Key Loss: Dan Wiedenhoff, OG. 

Starters Returning: Offense (7): Freddie 
Cook, RB/FL, 5-11/182, Sr.,; Chris Darrington, 
SE, 5-10/180, Sr.; Craig Dumity, C, 6-2/252, 
Sr.; Brian Ramsey, G, 6-3/246, Sr.; Craig 
Slama, TE, 6-1/214, Sr.; Dave Stireman, QB, 
6-0/200, Sr.; Gilbert Vasquez, RB, Sr. 
(switched to safety). Defense (7): Todd 
Boyer, CB, 5-9/170, Sr.; Pat Johnson. T, 6- 
1/235, Sr.; Joe Long, LB, 6-2/217, Soph.; 
Doug Orr, T, 6-3/240, Sr.; Darryl Pollard, CB, 
5-11/183, Sr,; Mike Powell, LB, 6-0/208, Sr.; 
Mark Russell, LB, 6-4/230, Jr. 

Key Returnees: Darren Benbow, S, Jr.; Eric 
Brown, RB, Jr; Junior Crockett, CB/KR, Sr. 
(academic RS): Davey Davis, FL, Sr.; Elliott 
Gibson, DT, Soph.; Norm Haney, TE, Sr.; Wade 
Jacklin, S, Soph. (RS); Mike Lee, LB, Jr.; 
Gerald Pitts, RB, Jr. (RS); Jim Potrzeboski, 
OT, Soph. (RS); Pete Sefakis, SE, Jr. 
(RS/knee); Craig Winberg, K, Jr. 

Top Newcomers: Roger Allen, DB/PR 
(JUCO); Russell Griffith, P, Jr. (transfer from 
Utah State); Rick McBride, OT, Soph. (trans- 
fer from Eastern Washington). 


seven starters back on both offense and 
defense, so nobody would be surprised if 
the Wolf Pack wins the league champion- 
ship as it did in 1983. 

Ault has a big advantage over other Big 
Sky teams—football-rich Northern Cali- 
fornia is on the other side of Lake Tahoe. 

“We're always going to be one of the 
top teams in the league,” Ault said. “But 
it’s not winning the big games, it’s win- 
ning the right games.” 

The Wolf Pack has been more ground- 
oriented than the rest of the Big Sky, but 
Ault said he wants to open up his offense. 
Ault is confident that Eric Beavers, after 
two years of battling to be Reno’s No. 1 
quarterback, is ready to make his mark. 
Beavers didn't do badly in '84, leading the 
Big Sky in passing efficiency. 

“Beavers will give Bradley and the rest 
of these guys everything they want to 
see,” Ault said. 

Reno is strong at running back with 
Johnny Gordon and Anthony Gooden. And 
three quality offensive linemen—center 
Devin Pauly, guard Greg Rea and tackle 
Greg Black—are on hand, along with 
first-team all-league wide receiver Bryan 
Calder. 

In a pinch, Ault can call on placekicker 
Martin Zendejas, the league's leading 
scorer last fall with 101 points. 

But like Montana State’s Arnold and 
Idaho's Erickson, Reno's Ault said the key 
for his club would be its defense. 
All-league linebacker Mark McVeigh is 
back, along with inside linebacker Mike 
Dixon, noseguard Tyler Carbone and 
tackle Elston Ridgle. Two second-team 
All-Big Sky selections at cornerback, Pat- 
rick Hunter and Joe Peterson, are hold- 
overs. 

At Boise State, Lyle Setencich has re- 
corded two straight 6-5 seasons since tak- 
ing over as coach. At other Big Sky 
schools, that would be acceptable. But at 
Boise State, which has won five Big Sky 
championships and tied for another since 
joining the league in 1970, it caused un- 
rest. In fact, Setencich said publicly that 
he would resign if he couldn't do better 
than 6-5 this fall. 

The Broncos, who went 4-3 in league 
play in both 1983 and 1984, have the talent 
to ensure the continued employment of 
their coach. 

Heading the offense is tailback Jon 
Francis, who last season rushed for a Big 
Sky-leading 1,025 yards. Francis, acknowl- 
edged as one of the best running backs in 
Big Sky history, is a twisting, high-step- 
ping style of runner. His backup, Ron 
Love, probably would start for most Big 
Sky teams. 

Hoping to juice up an offense that 
seemed to stall whenever it reached the 
opponent's 20-yard line, Setencich brought 
in former Denver Gold assistant coach 
Gary Cabe. Cabe has a promising nucleus 
in Francis, wide receivers Tony Hunter 


and Eric Andrade, fullback Dale Goodwin 
(a transfer from Idaho State) and a veter- 
an offensive line led by Steve Despot, 
Barry Black and Tom DeWitz. But he 
needs to find a tight end and he must de- 
cide between junior Hazsen Choates, last 
year’s starter, and junior Todd Anderson 
at quarterback. 

On defense, the Broncos seem to have 
few problems. All-league senior tackle 
Marcus Koch, a 6-5, 270-pound Canadian, 
could go high in the 1986 NFL draft. Inside 
linebacker Jim Ellis should make it easier 
for Boise State fans to forget Carl Keever, 
who set a school record for tackles. The 
Broncos return all-league cornerback 
Chuck Compton and talented outside line- 
backers Lance Sallers and Kevin Rocha. 

At Weber State, Mike Price has 44 play- 
ers back who started at least one game 
last year, Injuries plagued the Wildcats in 
"84. Of the players who started Weber 
State’s opening game against Utah, only 
three were still starting at season's end. 

All that experience could make the 
Wildcats, 3-4 in league play and 5-6 overall 
last year, a factor in the 85 Big Sky race. 

Weber State will throw the ball again. 
Price has two quarterbacks returning, 
Kevin Villars, who started six games, and 
Dave Stireman, who started five. Villars 
will be coming off a foot fracture that he 
suffered in the spring. A veteran offensive 
line, led by second-team all-league center 
Craig Dumity, guard Brian Ramsey and 
tight end Craig Slama, will be blocking for 
running back Freddie Cook. 

On defense, the Wildcats look strong up 
front with Doug Orr and Pat Johnson re- 
turning and at linebacker where Mike 
Powell, Mark Russell and Joe Long are all 
back. 

Idaho State finished 4-3 in the league in 
‘84, with each of its Big Sky losses coming 
by four or fewer points. Overall, the Ben- 
gals were 5-6. 

Idaho State Coach Jim Koetter isn't 
counting anybody, including his Bengals, 
out of the race. 

“T couldn't name you a team that I don’t 
think can compete for the championship,” 
Koetter said, 

If the Bengals are going to make a run 
for the title, Koetter says they will have to 
come up with an offensive line to work 
with an abundance of running backs and 
wide receivers and a quarterback, Vern 
Harris, who threw for 3,469 yards and 17 
touchdowns last year, Harris and tight 
end Jody Griswold were suspended from 
spring practice for the last two weeks for 
disciplinary reasons, but both are expect- 
ed back this fall. 

Seven starters are back on offense but 
just two of them—tackle Thomas Thomas 
and guard Chris Lacy—are in the interior 
line. Merril Hoge, who rushed for 900 
yards last year while being named 
all-league, is back, while Nick Olsen and 
Tad Pearson return at wide receiver. 


On defense, six starters are back— 
seven, if you count defensive back Gerald 
Richardson, who left school before the 
1984 season started but is on hand this fall. 
The Bengals are strong at linebacker, 
where second-team All-Big Sky choice 
Ron Manu returns, Kevin Hudgens is back 
at tackle. 

Northern Arizona is the only Big Sky 
team to undergo a coaching change. 
When Joe Harper quit last December, 
Larry Kentera was named his successor. 
Kentera, a onetime assistant at Arizona 
State, had been brought in last year as re- 
cruiting coordinator. 

The only starters back on offense for 
the Lumberjacks are wide receiver Jerry 
Davis and tackle Dan Moran. Kentera 
picked up quarterback Craig Austin from 
Santa Monica College. Austin completed 
153 of 237 passes for 1,950 yards and 16 
touchdowns at Santa Monica, and he's a 
skilled runner, too. 

Northern Arizona needs to work on its 
running game, having averaged only 79.3 
rushing yards per game last year as it 
compiled a 2-5 Big Sky mark and a 46 
overall record. Kentera is hoping that let- 
terman Donri Roberson and redshirts 
Jonas Eldridge and Terrell Tilford can 
help. 

On defense, Kentera will rely on 6-8, 
265-pound Tom Gibson, an end who is ex- 
pected to grow into a Big Sky superstar. In 
addition to Gibson, other promising de- 
fenders are tackle Greg Roskopf, corner- 
back Dejuan Robinson and linebacker 
Randy Cook. Cook started in 1983 for 
Northern Arizona but missed the 1984 sea- 
son because of an injury. 

Last year, Montana had high hopes of 
parlaying the talents of quarterback 
Marty Mornhinweg into a winning season. 
It didn’t happen. Mornhinweg was both- 
ered by injuries much of the season and 
the Grizzlies finished 0-7 in the league and 
2-8-1 overall. 

This year, Montana Coach Larry Dono- 
van will decide on his offensive alignment 
once he decides on Mornhinweg's re- 
placement. He has two junior-college 
transfers—Brent Pease from Walla Walla 
Community College and Scott Werbelow 
from Santa Barbara College—competing 
for the quarterback job. 

Another possible candidate is Marty's 
younger brother, Shanon, who will be a 
freshman at Montana this fall. 

Fullback Scott Murray and tailbacks 
Leroy Foster and Kraig Paulson, the 
Grizzlies’ top three rushers in ‘84, all re- 
turn. On the negative side, only two offen- 
sive-line starters are back. 

On defense, there are eight returning 
starters. That isn’t necessarily good news, 
however, because Montana allowed 30 
points or more to seven ’84 Opponents, Mf 


Jim Poore is executive sports editor of the Idaho 
Statesman in Boise. 
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Same Old Colgate 


Calabria’s Gone, 
But Red Raiders 
Will Still Pass 


om Stenglein likes to keep his goals 
i simple. 
“T just try to do a little better than 


the year before,” Colgate’s senior flanker 
said.. 

That might not be so easy this fall. All 
Stenglein did last season was catch 62 
passes for 1,184 yards and 11 touchdowns 
to break eight school records and earn Di- 
vision I-AA All-America honors. 

“It was kind of mind boggling at first, 
but as the season progressed, I went into 
games expecting to make at least five or 
six catches," he said. 

Stenglein was an outstanding football 
player at Greece-Athena High School in 
Rochester, N.Y., but Division I-A schools 
shied away from him because of his size 
(5-foot-10, 179 pounds). What they failed to 
take into account was Stenglein’s 4.6 
speed in the 40-yard dash and his glue-fin- 
gered hands. 

“It disappointed me because I felt I 
could play on the major-college level,” he 
said. “I think I've proved that.” 

Stenglein has enjoyed the luxury of 
playing with Steve Calabria, Colgate’s rec- 
ord-setting quarterback, the last three 
years. Calabria, however, has graduated, 
leaving the Red Raiders’ quarterbacking 
chores to senior Tom Burgess. Stenglein 
doesn't believe there will be a significant 
drop-off in the Red Raiders’ passing at- 
tack. 

Burgess had one memorable half of 
football last fall when he filled in for Cala- 
bria and completed 16 of 32 passes for 260 
yards against Holy Cross. 

The 6-footer is adept at throwing on the 
run, a skill that might come in handy be- 
cause Colgate returns only one starter 
(tackle Don Franklin) on the offensive 
line. 

Burgess will have help in the backfield. 
Tailback Kenny Gamble is back for his 
sophomore season. Gamble, as a fresh- 
man, led the Red Raiders in rushing with 
632 yards on 124 carries, despite starting 
only three games. 

Sophomore speedster Buddy Brown re- 
turns at the flanker position. 

Colgate, attempting to rebound from a 
disappointing 5-5 finish, has some big 
holes to fill on defense, where Coach Fred 
Dunlap must replace six starters. 

Defensive end Bill Hecht, an All-Ameri- 
ca candidate, is the top returnee. Other 
possibilities include Tony Khalife, Howard 
Jackson, Tom Wagner, Nick Panos and 
transfer Pete Couch. 

Senior Chris Drabin anchors the line- 
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All-America candidate Gill Fenerty, who rushed for 1,211 


yards last season, is the big weapon in Holy Cross’ offensive 


arsenal. 


backing corps, while 1984 starters Mike 
Todisco, Dave Reed and Walt Lopus give 
Colgate a strong defensive backfield. 

The curtain could be coming down on 
the Rick Carter Era at Holy Cross. 

Carter is in the final year of a five-year 
contract, and it’s common knowledge that 
the Crusaders’ ambitious coach is looking 
for a head coaching job at a major col- 
lege. 

“We know the rumors about Rick leav- 
ing will be hot and heavy this fall,” a per- 
son close to the Holy Cross program said. 
“But we're used to that. Every time a I-A 
job has opened up in the past five years, 
Rick’s name has been mentioned. Who 
knows? He might fool everyone and sign 
for another five years here.” 

Carter guided Holy Cross to an 8-3 finish 
last fall, but he has some major holes to 
plug this year. He must replace 12 start- 
ers, including quarterback Peter Mul- 
doon, who led the Crusaders to a 25-8-1 
mark (including one postseason game) 
over the last three years, and All-America 
free safety Bill McGovern, who led the 
country with 11 interceptions last fall. 

Dave Hock, the only other Crusader to 
take a snap from center last fall, is ex- 
pected to battle Chris Degenhardt, Chris 
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Lucas and Pat McCarthy for Muldoon's 
vacated spot. 

Carter does have some excellent talent 
returning at other positions. End Tom 
Patton, noseguard Dave Neilson and tack- 
le Ed Kutschke are part of what may be 
the best I-AA defensive line in the coun- 
try. 

Carter has to rebuild his linebacking 
corps and defensive backfield, both of 
which were depleted by graduation. Cor- 
nerback Pat Barry is the lone returning 
starter at either position. 

Offensively, Holy Cross has one of the 
nation’s premier running backs in Gill 
Fenerty, an All-America candidate. 

Fenerty, who transferred from Louisi- 
ana State three years ago, is just 39 yards 
away from becoming the Crusaders’ all- 
time leading rusher. Last fall, he gained 
1,211 yards (5.8 yards per carry) and ac- 
counted for 32 percent of the Crusaders’ 
offensive yardage. 

Delaware Coach Tubby Raymond has 
14 starters back from a team that won its 
last six games to finish at 8-3. Raymond 
enters his 20th season with a 161-55-2 rec- 
ord and a good shot at the I-AA national 
championship. 

New blood was the primary reason the 


Blue Hens were able to rebound from a 
4-7 record in '83, the Blue Hens' first losing 
season in 16 years and only their second 
under Raymond. 

The brightest newcomer was quarter- 
back Rich Gannon, the 1984 ECAC Rookie 
of the Year. Gannon completed 52.7 per- 
cent of his passes for 1,555 yards and 12 
touchdowns. He also handled Raymond's 
wing-T attack to perfection, rushing for 
520 yards, a record for Delaware quarter- 
backs. 

Raymond has nine starters back on de- 
fense, including his top two tacklers, line- 
backer Darrell Booker and tackle Chuck 
Brice. Other returnees include linebacker 
Joe McHale, tackle Joe McGrail, ends 
Vaughn Dickinson and Gary Gannon, 
safeties Eric Hammack and Tyrone Jones 
and cornerback Phil Atwell. 

Joining Gannon in the offensive back- 
field are returning starters Bob Norris at 
halfback and Anthony Smith at fullback, 
while a pair of guards, Jeff Rosen and 
Mike Hoban, anchor the offensive line. 

Lehigh, Richmond and Lafayette are 
three other schools that have their sights 
set on Eastern supremacy and the possi- 
bility of a I-AA national title. 

Lehigh Coach John Whitehead watched 
his Engineers suffer through a 5-6 record 
in 1984, but all signs point to better things 
in '85. Start with the passing game, which 
features All-America candidates Marty 
Horn at quarterback and Rennie Benn at 
split end. 

This duo clicked for record numbers 
last season. Horn, hitting on 54.6 percent 
of his passes, threw for 2,605 yards and 12 
touchdowns and finished 14th in the na- 
tion in total offense with 231.1 yards per 
game. Benn was the fifth-leading receiver 
in the nation, catching 77 passes for 1,149 
yards and 10 touchdowns. Horn and Benn 
own Virtually every Lehigh career pass- 
ing and receiving record. 

The Engineers’ running attack, which 
compiled just under 89 yards per game 
last season, will rest on the legs of tail- 
back Peter Schreck. The 6-foot senior, 
who rushed for 539 yards, will be fronted 
by an offensive line that features center 
Dave Whitehead, the coach’s son and an 
All-America candidate. Whitehead will be 
joined on a solid front by 1984 starters 
Maurice Murphy at guard and Greg Exar- 
chakis at tackle. 

Lehigh’s defensive line begins with 
noseguard Wes Walton and includes re- 
turning starter Jim Rovito at tackle. 
Kevin Zlock, a 1984 starter at tackle, de- 
cided not to play in '85 but should be capa- 
bly replaced by two-year letterman Mike 
Kosco. 

Carl Horstmann returns to his outside 
linebacker position and Jeff Supp returns 
to the inside, while returning starters 
Matt Cichocki and Mare Thomas return to 
an improving defensive backfield. 

Dal Shealy’s Richmond Spiders will 


Split end Rennie Benn is a 
big part of Lehigh’s high- 
powered passing attack. 


have a difficult time improving on a 1984 
season in which they finished at 8-4 after 
falling to Rhode Island in the second 
round of the I-AA national playoffs. 

But Shealy’s 1-2-3 punch of Bob Bleier, 
Leland Melvin and Greg Grooms gives 
him plenty of reason for optimism. 

Bleier, cousin of former Pittsburgh 
Steelers running back Rocky Bleier, is the 
trigger man for an offense that finished 
seventh nationally last season in total of- 
fense (438.9 yards per game), 11th in rush- 
ing (217.9) and 12th in scoring (30.6 points 
per game). Bleier’s numbers weren't too 
shabby, either. He completed 61 percent 
of his passes for 1,980 yards and eight 
touchdowns while averaging 193.3 yards 
per game in total offense. 

Melvin, a split end, was Bleier’s favorite 
target, catching 60 passes for 829 yards. 
Grooms, a running back, rushed for 1,085 
yards (5.4 yards per carry) and scored 13 
touchdowns. 

Other offensive weapons include re- 
turning starters David Bayer at running 
back, Brian Shields at flanker and John 
Henry at light end. 

Shealy’s only major problem will be the 
rebuilding of an interior offensive line 
that lost all five 1985 starters. 

There will be no such holes to fill on 
defense, where the Spiders return six 
starters from a unit that allowed 314.2 
yards per game and finished 13th nation- 
ally by allowing only 142.1 passing yards 
per game. 

Junior Bryan Tuft anchors the defen- 
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sive line from his tackle spot, while 
Damon Miller, Don Miller and Rafe Wil- 
kinson give Richmond a solid linebacking 
corps. Gary O’Bryant and Taylor Lackey, 
the latter an All-America candidate, re- 
turn to the defensive backfield. 

The Leopards of Lafayette also could 
be on the prowl for national honors with 
the return of 17 starters from a team that 
dipped to 5-5 last year. 

The biggest offensive weapon is senior 
running back Ryan Priest, the nation’s 
sixth-leading rusher with 1,111 yards 
(111.1 per game). What could make Priest 
doubly tough in ’85 is an offensive line that 
returns virtually intact. Center Joe Ga- 
ziano will be flanked by guards Pete Gil- 
bertson and Steve Dunbar and tackles 
Keith Clark and Chris Thatcher. Dunbar, 
a starter last season at defensive tackle, is 
the only newcomer to a line that averages 
255 pounds per man. 

As if that weren’t enough blocking 
power for Priest, Coach Bill Russo is mov- 
ing 6-3, 225-pound Craig Parsons from his 
starting tight end spot to fullback. 

Jim Johnson, who took over for quarter- 
back Dean Rivera in the second-to-last 
1984 game and led the Leopards to two 
season-ending victories, is expected to di- 
rect the offense. 

Nine defensive starters return, featur- 
ing a front wall that includes Dan Donnel- 
ly, Mike King, Jim Brown and Charles 
Brantley. John Anderson and Frank Ga- 
ziano are solid linebackers, while Dave 
Rankins, Mike Joseph and Joe Yanek are 
the key members of a top-notch second- 
ary. 

High hopes for national honors are not 
necessarily confined to the East. 

Eastern Illinois, a perennial I-AA 
power, suffered through a 6-5 rebuilding 
season but now seems primed to return to 
old form. Coach Al Molde, 15-8 in his two 
seasons with the Panthers, returns 12 
starters and a solid 1-2 offensive punch in 
quarterback Sean Payton and flanker Roy 
Banks. 

Payton finished seventh nationally in 
passing efficiency, completini: 270 of 473 
attempts for 3,843 yards and 28 touch- 
downs, and second nationally in total of- 
fense with 332.8 yards per game. 

Banks was the Panthers’ big-play man 
last season, catching 69 passes for 1,269 
yards and a team-leading 17 touchdowns. 
Also returning is tight end Calvin Pierce, 
who caught 38 passes for 529 yards and a 
pair of TDs. Still, All-America split end 
Jerry Wright will be missed. 

Payton and running back DuWayne 
Pitts will be operating behind an offensive 
line that lost only one starter. Center Tim 
Wyatt will be flanked by guard Bob Ben- 
ning and tackles Steve Bonnes and Del 
Pittman. 

Tackle Tom Moskal, the team leader in 
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BUCKNELL 


Coach; Bob Curtis (45-49-3, 10 years; 77-52- 
3 overall, 14 years) 

1984 Records: 5-5, 

Offense: Multiple. Defense: 4-4. 

Key Losses: Tim Collins, HB; Pete Davies, LB; 
Bob Gibbon, QB; Gary Grella, HB; Ed Hart, LB; 
Paul Havrilla, LB; Ed Heidt, DE; Dave Homa, 
OT; Keith Jansen, OG; Dave Kucera, SE; Rob 
Masonis, FB; Bruce Mowery, DT; Jim Rielly, TE: 
Scott Somerville, LB; John Wallace, DE. 
Starters Returning: Offense (5): Earl Bee- 
cham, HB, 5-7/170, Jr,, Mike Catanzaro, T, 6- 
3/250, Sr,; Chris Keane, G, 6-4/252, Sr.; Dave 
Martin, HB, 5-6/175, Sr.; Bob Nesselbush, C, 
6-3/225, Sr. Defense (2): Joe Shupp, S, 6- 
1/178, Sr.; Mark Wisniewski, T, 6-2/260, Sr- 
Key Returnees: Dave Beach, RB, Soph.: Brian 
Callahan, SE, Sr.; Darin Colucci, QB, Jr.; Rob 
Klawonn, OL, Soph,; Scott Lillis, DE, Soph.; 
Bob Maute, DB, Sr.; Mike Morrow, SE, Jr.; 
Steve O'Dowd, FB, Soph,; Walt Reese, DE/LB, 
Soph.; Bob Scheurer, OT, Soph.: Mark Sibert, 
HB, Jr.; John Sullivan, OG, Sr. 

Top Newcomer: Jim Given, QB (transfer from 
Miami, 0.). 


COLGATE 


Coach: Fred Dunlap (59-35-2, 9 years; 108- 
97-4 overall, 11 years) 

1984 Record: 5-5. 

Offense: |-formation. Defense: 40, 

Key Losses: Steve Calabria, QB; Rich Clancy, 
OG; Bob Clark, FB; Mike Connor, DT; Don Day, 
OT; Tim Driver, LB; Steve Kinney, SE; Tom De- 
Loup, DE; John McCabe, LB; Mark McDonald, 
OG; Eugene Robinson, DB; Mike Scott, TE; 
Mike Smith, C; Dave Young, DT. 

Starters Returning: Offense (3): Don Franklin, 
T, 6-4/278, Sr.; Kenny Gamble, TB, 6-0/ 180, 
Soph.; Tom Stenglein, FL, 5- 10/179, Sr. De- 
fense (5): Chris Drabin, LB, 5- 11/204, Sr.; Bill 
Hecht, E, 6-2/218, Sr.; Walt Lopus, DB, 5- 
10/191; Sr.; Dave Reed, DB, 5-11/182, Sr.; 
Mike Todisco, DB, 5-8/ 187, Sr. 

Key Returnees: Todd Buchner, FB/P, Soph.; 
Tom Burgess, QB, Sr.; Barry Chubb, TB, Jr; 
Gary Dolhon, FB, Sr.; Tony Khalife, DT, Soph.: 
Greg Manusky, DT, Soph.; Mike Powers, K, Jr, 
Top Newcomer: Pete Couch, DT (transfer 
from Washington), 


DELAWARE 


Coach: Tubby Raymond ( 161-55-2, 19 years) 
1984 Record: 8-3. 

Offense: Wing-T, Defense: 4-3. 

Key Losses: Paul Chikotas, OT; Guy Darienzo, 
SE; Brian Farrell, OT; Mike Harris, CB; Gary 
Johanson, C; Dan Reeder, FB; Russ Snyder, 
LB; Orlando Whaley, TE. 

Starters Returning: Offense (5): Rich Gannon, 
QB, 6-3/ 185, Jr.; Mike Hoban, G, 6- 1/240, Jr.; 
Bob Norris, HB, 5-9/185, Jr.; Jeff Rosen, G, 
6-3/240, Sr.; Anthony Smith, FB, 5-11/198, 
Sr. Defense (9): Phil Atwell, CB, 6-1/178, Sr.: 
Darrell Booker, LB, 6- 1/206, Jr.; Chuck Brice, 
T, 6- 1/228, Sr.; Gary Gannon, E, 6-5/240, Sr.; 
Vaugh Dickinson, E, 6-3/222, Sr.; Eric Ham- 
mock, S, 6-1/196, Sr.; Tyrone Jones, S, 6- 
1/190, Sr.; Joe McGrail, T, 6-3/251, Sr.) Joe 
McHale, LB, 6-2/215, Sr. 

Key Returnees: Mike Anderson, P, Sr; John 
Gasson, K, Sr.; Matt Haudenscnield, CB, Sr., 
Todd Hranicka, DE, Sr.; Ron James, HB, Sr.; 
Fred Singleton, HB, Jr.; Tony Tolbert, RB, Jr. 
Top Newcomer: Greg Christodulu, QB/SE 
( transter from Syracuse) 


‘¢ » ee : re ‘ 
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EASTERN ILLINOIS 


Coach: Al Molde (15-8, 2 years; 89-50-6 
overall 14 years) 

1984 Record: 6-5. 

Offense: Multiple. Defense: 52. 

Key Losses: Tyrone Covington, LB; Reggie 
Drew, S; Dan Fallon, CB; Randy Harms, DE; 
Jerry Jackson, CB; Jim Schmidt, WR; Jerry 
Wright, SE. 

Starters Returning: Offense (8): Roy Banks, 
FL, 5-10/180, Jr; Bob Benning, G, 6-0/235, 
Jr.; Steve Bonnes, T. 6-3/235, Jr.; Sean Pay- 
ton, QB, 6-0/185, Jr.; Calvin Pierce, TE, 6- 
1/200, Jr.; Del Pittman, T, 6-3/275, Sr.; 
DuWayne Pitts, RB, 5-9/170, Soph.; Tim 
Wyatt, G, 6-0/235, Sr. Defense (4): Bob 
Bronaugh, S, 5- 10/190, Jr; Rob DeVita, LB, 
6- 1/210, Jr; Tom Moskal, T, 6-2/250, Sr.; Ed 
Nailon, CB/LB, 5- 11/190, Sr. 

Key Returnees: Barry Gravenhorst, CB, Soph.; 
Eric Landstrom, S, Soph.; Brian Newby, CB, 
Sr.; Dave Lewandowski, DT, Soph.; Will Smith, 
LB, Sr. 

Top Newcomers: Willie Cain, WR (JUCO); Bill 
Cochrane, LB (transfer from Concordia); 
Eddie Doxy, DT; Santiono Dyer, WR; Ivan Jur- 
kovic, DT. 


EASTERN WASHINGTON 


Coach: Dick Zornes (40-18-1, 5 years) 

1984 Record: 7-2-1. 

Offense: Pro-set. Defense: 4-3. 

Key Losses: Steve Cole, LB; Noble Davis, CB; 
Ron Knowlton, P; Jeff Kupp, OT; Dave Marriott, 
K; Terry O’Leary, C; Maurice Owens, TB; Rich 
Sando, OT; Aaron Voelker, OG; LeRoy Walters, 
DT. 

Starters Returning: Offense (6): Dave Flutts, 
G, 6-7/270, Sr.; Joe Kniffen, FB, 6-2/204, Sr.; 
Tracy Poffenroth, FL, 6-2/190, Jr.; Craig Rich- 
ardson, SE, 6-1/184, Jr.; Eric Riley, TE, 6- 
3/219, Jr; Rick Worman, QB, 6-2/195, Sr. 
Defense (8): Bill Altena, LB, 6-4/224, Jr; 
Mark Cordes, S, 6-2/ 187, Jr.; John Eddy, LB, 
6-2/213, Jr.; Rob Friese, CB, 5-9/169, Sr.; 
Mike Kingston, T, 6-3/250, Jr.; Dan Moriarty, 
E, 6-5/246, Sr.; Garrick Redden, S, 5-10/173, 
Jr.; Frank Staudenraus, E, 6-2/219, Sr. 

Key Returnees: Andy Allan, OG, Jr.; Tim 
Murphy, OG, Jr, (RS/leg); Bill Owens, DT, 
Soph.; Chris Seidel, LB, Sr.; Ed Simmons, OT, 
Jr.; Eric Stein, K, Soph.; Jamie Townsend, TB. 
Soph,; Jon Vea, WR, Jr. 

Top Newcomers: Bob Denholm LB (RS); Fritz 
Hartzheim, LB; Tim Lewis, TB/DB (RS); Doug 
McGill, LB (JUCO); Jeff Mickel, OL (RS); 
Sean Moore, RB; Mike Peek, DT (JUCO); 
Adrian Pragnell, P. 
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tackles (95) and quarterback sacks (10), is 
the top player on a defensive unit that re- 
turns only four full-time starters. 

Georgia Southern, under the direction 
of former Georgia defensive coordinator 
Erk Russell, is a program on the rise. 
Four years ago the school did not even 
have a football team. In 1984, the Eagles 
moved into the I-AA ranks with a fresh- 
man-heavy team and compiled an impres- 
sive 8-3 record, just missing a berth in the 
national playoffs. The Eagles may be able 
to fulfill that dream in ’85. 

Quarterback Tracy Ham is the headlin- 
er of a team that returns 15 starters, six 
on offense. The junior is a double-threat 
performer who finished among the na- 
tional leaders in rushing, passing efficien- 
cy and total offense. Ham rushed for 707 
yards (4.8 per carry), passed for 1,694 
yards and 12 touchdowns and averaged 
218.3 yards per game. 

The Eagles also are experienced at 
their other skill positions. Tailback Melvin 
Bell returns, as do fullbacks Gerald Harris 
(the third-leading I-AA scorer with 102 
points) and Ricky Harris. The Harrises, 
no relation, combined for just under 1,000 
yards last season. Monty Sharpe and De- 
lano Little, Ham's favorite targets, both 
return. 

Georgia Southern’s defense will be 
strong with the return of end John Rich- 
ardson, guard Jessie Jenkins, tackle Jeff 
Evans, linebackers Charles Carper (the 
team leader with 106 tackles), Danny Dur- 
ham and Tyrone Hull and defensive backs 
Hugo Rossignol, Nay Young and Brad 
Bowen. 

Tennessee State might have been the 
class of Division I-AA last season, but the 
Tigers never got a chance to prove that. 
After rolling up an 11-0 record and some 
impressive statistics, the Tigers were 
stopped from competing in the national 
playoffs because of an NCAA investiga- 
tion concerning the academic eligibility 
of some of their players. 

Offensively, the Tigers ranked No, 3 na- 
tionally in passing (341.8 yards per game), 
scoring (40.9 points per game) and total 
offense (462.3 yards per game). They fin- 
ished No. | in total defense (allowing 187 
yards per game), No. 2 in pass defense 
(112.7 yards per game), No. 3 in scoring 
defense (11.5 points per game) and No. 4 
in rushing defense (74.3 yards per game). 

And though Coach William Thomas re- 
turns 14 starters, the Tigers will be hard- 
pressed to duplicate those numbers. 

Gone are quarterback Kenneth Biggles, 
who finished No. 4 nationally last season 
in passing efficiency with 2,242 passing 
yards and 24 touchdown passes, and run- 
ning back Herman Hunter. 

Surprisingly, the loss of Biggles may not 
be that devastating. Because the Tigers 
enjoyed such a lopsided winning margin 
last season, backup Gilbert Renfroe saw 
plenty of playing time and actually fin- 


ished two notches ahead of Biggles in the 
passing efficiency rankings. Renfroe 
passed for 1,458 yards and 17 touchdowns. 

Replacing Hunter will be another mat- 
ter, though starter Marlon Johnson does 
return at one tailback spot. 

Renfroe has experienced receivers in 
wide men Frank Pillow and Quinton John- 
son and tight end Riley Walton. Protec- 
tion should be good with the return of cen- 
ter Alvin Street, guard Derrick Spears and 
tackle Roderick Adams. 

Tennessee State’s top-notch defense re- 
turns six Starters—noseguard Mike Robin- 
son, tackle Lawrence Mims, linebackers 
Tim Lloyd, James Berico and Onzy Elam 
and cornerback Carl McAfee. 

Northern Iowa Coach Darrell Mudra 
has his work cut out for him in ’85 after a 
9-2 season. Gone are quarterback Larry 
Miller, who passed for 1,988 yards and 18 
touchdowns last year, and running back 
Steve Harris, who rushed for 1,131 yards. 

Mudra is considering platooning quar- 
terbacks Kevin Willard, a 1984 redshirt, 
and Mike Smith in the hope that one of 
them will emerge as a legitimate succes- 
sor to Miller. Pat Williams returns at one 
running back spot, while John Hill and 
Carl Boyd should fight it out for Harris’ 
spot, 

Northern Iowa is solid at other offen- 
sive spots with the return of wide receiver 
Scott Owens, guards Bill Bealles and Mark 
Caballero, tackle Troy Thomas and cen- 
ter Jeff Melchert. 

Linebackers Spencer Cowan, Mark Far- 
ley and Mark Steines return to a defensive 
unit that also includes tackle Dwayne 
Price, end Edward Grimes and back Joe 
Fuller. 

William & Mary is coming off its sec- 
ond straight 6-5 season and Coach Jim- 
mye Laycock has some big holes to fill. 
Gone are the team’s leading receivers, 
tight end Glenn Bodnar and split end Jeff 
Sanders, fullbacks Bobby Wright and 
Andy Huggins and free safety Mark Kelso. 

Still, there are bright spots, such as the 
presence of quarterback Stan Yagiello, 
who passed for 2,801 yards and 16 touch- 
downs while finishing 10th nationally in 
total offense with 248.2 yards per game. 

Ron Gillam will take over the flanker 
spot after seeing enough playing time to 
catch 35 passes in 1984. Tailback Merritt 
Gibson returns and will operate behind an 
offensive line that includes center Bob 
Solderitch and guards Archie Harris and 
Graeme Miller. 

Defensively, the Indians return seven 
Starters. Ends Greg Glasser and Ricky 
Miller and tackle Jeff Heineman will han- 
dle front-line duties with linebacker Dave 
Pocta and backs Calvin Trivers, Chris 
Childs and Todd Leeson backing them up. 

Another 6-5 team with hopes of im- 
provement is James Madison. Coach Joe 
Purzycki, beginning his first year with the 
Dukes, inherits a powerful offensive 


weapon in fullback Warren Marshall. 

Marshall, who ran for 1,010 yards last 
season, will be joined in the backfield by 
quarterback Jon Roddy. But Purzycki will 
have to find a replacement for running 
back Brian Coe. James Madison will be 
plagued by a cast of inexperienced receiv- 
ers, but the offensive line is well fortified 
with the return of tackles Adam Burket 
and Bario Savarese and guard Ken Dal- 
ton. 

Linebacker Charles Haley is the star of 
a defensive unit that also includes return- 
ing starters Anthony Evans and Shawn 
Woodson at end, Dean McCullough at line- 
backer and defensive backs Mike Jones 
and Marshall Barnes. 

Eastern Washington, under Coach 
Dick Zornes, celebrated its first season of 
I-AA competition with a 7-2-1 record. The 
same kind of season could be in store for 
‘85, thanks to the strong arm of quarter- 
back Rick Worman. 

Worman returns for his senior season 
after a big 1984 campaign in which he 
threw for 2,122 yards and 18 touchdowns 
while compiling 208.7 yards per game of 
total offense. 

Worman will have plenty of dependable 
receivers as flanker Tracy Poffenroth, 
split end Craig Richardson and tight end 
Eric Riley all return, So does fullback Joe 
Knissen. The line, however, will have to 
be rebuilt around guard Dave Flutts. 

Zornes has eight defensive starters re- 
turning. Ends Dan Moriarty and Frank 
Staudenraus and tackle Mike Kingston re- 
turn on the front line, Bill Altena and John 
Eddy return at linebacker and the second- 
ary is well fortified with the return of 
starters Rob Friese, Mark Cordes and 
Rick Redden. 

Western Illinois will be trying to build 
on a 6-4-1] season, but Coach Bruce Crad- 
dock has to find replacements at several 
of the team's skill positions. 

Gone are quarterback Mark Bloom, 
running back Kevin Perkins and tight end 
Mark Searcy. Still, Craddock has reasons 
to be optimistic. 

Center Frank Winters and tackle Mark 
Tigges, both All-America candidates, an- 
chor an offensive line that should average 
close to 260 pounds. Joining that pair will 
be tackle Rick Pryor and guard Paul Zink. 
Flanker Mike Lockwood and split end 
Ken Huddleston headline a receiving 
corps that should benefit from the addi- 
tion of two speedy junior college transfers 
—Nate Blanks and Albert Brown. 

Jeff McKinney returns to handle full- 
back responsibilities, while freshman 
Brett Grimshaw, junior John McCue and 
transfers J.C. Cotton and Victor Perrin 
will battle for Perkins’ running back posi- 
tion. 

Southwest Missouri State has enjoyed 
two straight winning seasons, and the re- 
turn of 10 offensive starters gives Coach 
Rich Johanningmeier hope that the Bears 


can make it three. 

Southwest Missouri's trigger man, sen- 
ior Greg Arterburn, returns after throw- 
ing for 1,147 yards and 10 touchdowns. So 
do both of Arterburn’s favorite receivers, 
split end B.J. Torbert and tight end Mike 
Truelove. 

Keith Williams and David Cummings 
will handle halfback duties in Johanning- 
meier's wing-T offense, but fullback John 
Longstreet, the team’s No. 2 rusher last 
year, has graduated. 

Protection will fall into the capable 
hands of center David Heim, guards Chris 
Tayrien and Kevin Bor and tackles David 
Knowski and Brad Sellenriek. 

Things aren't all roses, however. Johan- 
ningmeier is faced with the prospect of 
replacing eight defensive starters. 

Florida A&M Coach Rudy Hubbard, 
who has compiled a 79-41-3 record in 11 
seasons, watched helplessly as his Rat- 
tlers suffered through a 3-7-1 season, their 
first as an independent. A cast of 15 re- 
turning starters should help Hubbard 
bring the team back to respectability. 

Heading that cast of returnees in tail- 
back Antonio Barber, who rushed for 1,051 
yards (a 6.4 average) last season. Reggie 
Jones returns as the No. 1 fullback but 
could get competition from Bryan Moore 
and Alfred Simmons. 

Calvin Giles, a 6-1, 175-pounder, took 
over as quarterback and suffered through 
a difficult learning season. But Hubbard 
expects Giles to come out strong because 
of that experience. The Rattlers’ top two 
receivers, flanker Billy Wilson and split 
end Robert Gentile, also return. 

The offensive line, a weakness last sea- 
son, will be anchored by guards Percy 
Griffin and Vernice Smith and 300-pound 
senior tackle Stan Knighton. 

Hubbard's defensive hopes center 
around a pair of top-notch linebackers— 
Merlon Jones and Willie Brown. Jones, 
who plays what amounts to a stand-up de- 
fensive end, finished the '84 season with 
106 tackles, while Brown recorded 96 
tackles and picked off three passes. 

Bucknell Coach Bob Curtis’ main task 
will be finding replacements for gradu- 
ated quarterback Bob Gibbon and split 
end Dave Kucera. Gibbon threw for 2,060 
yards and 16 touchdowns last season, 
while Kucera caught 73 of those passes 
for 1,029 yards. 

Darin Colucci, a junior who threw just 
four passes last year, and Jim Given, a 
transfer from Miami (Ohio), are the lead- 
ing quarterback contenders. 

The Bison's offensive line should be 
solid with the return of guard Chris 
Keane, tackle Mike Catanzaro and center 
Bob Nesselbush. Halfback Earl Beecham, 
who rushed for 218 yards and caught 
passes for 143 more, could be Bucknell’s 
main offensive weapon. 


Continued 
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FLORIDA A&M 


Coach; Rudy Hubbard (79-41-3, 11 years) 
1984 Record: 3-7-1. 

Offense: |-formation, Defense: 52. 

Key Losses: Darryl Drew, LB; Randall Godwin, 
NG; Herman Hargett, C; Willie Harper, S; Don 
Jefferson, CB; Rufus Lang, LB; Van Wilson, OT. 
Starters Returning: Offense (9): Antonio Bar- 
ber, TB, 5-8/175, Jr.; Robert Gentile, SE, 6- 
1/175, Jr; Calvin Giles, OB, 6-1/175, Jr.; 
Percy Griffin, G, 6-2/245, Sr.; Reggie Jones, 
FB, 6-1/200, Jr.; Stan Knighton, T, 6-3/300, 
Sr; Vernice Smith, G, 6-1/250, Jr.; Todd Wil- 
liams, TE, 6-3/235, Sr., Billy Wilson, FL, 6- 
0/180, Sr. Defense (6): Gene Atkins, S. 6- 
1/200, Jr.; Willie Brown, LB, 6-2/220, Sr.; 
Kennedy Cooper, T, 6-2/255, Jr.; Duane Dris- 
dom, CB, 6-1/180, Sr., Merion Jones, LB/DE, 
6-3/225, Sr.; Bruce Norflee, T, 6- 1/245, Jr. 
Key Returnees: Charles Bevel, FB, Sr.; Everett 
Blakely, DT, Soph.; Greg Ferguson, DB, Jr.; 
Michael Kelly, QB, Sr. (academic RS); Maver- 
ick McKinney, LB, 6- 1/230, Jr, Vincent Mont- 
gomery, DE, Soph., Gary Shipman, DB, Jr; 
Alfred Simmons, FB, Soph. 

Top Newcomers: Vincent Bostick, WR; John 
Joran, OG; Thenell McCloud, RB/DB; Butch 
McCray, DT; Dennis Monroe, OG; Dennie 
Monroe, OG; Oscar Williams, QB. 


GEORGIA SOUTHERN 


Coach: Erk Russell (21-11-1, 3 years) 

1984 Record: 8-3. 

Offense: |-formation. Defense: 60. 

Key Loss: Mike Mear, C. 

Starters Returning: Offense (6): Melvin Bell, 
TB, 5-8/193, Sr; Tracy Ham, QB, 5-10/ 185, 
Jr.; Gerald Harris, FB, 5-9/200, Jr.; Delano Lit- 
tle, WR, 5-8/160, Jr.; Vance Pike, T, 6-4/270, 
Sr.; Monty Sharpe, WR, 5-9/160, Jr, Defense 
(9): Brad Bowen, S, 6-0/185, Jr; Charles 
Carper, LB, 5-11/210. Sr.; Danny Durham, LB, 
5-11/190, Jr.; Jeff Evans, T, 6-5/260, Sr.; 
Tyrone Hull, LB, 6-1/230, Soph.; Jessie Jen- 
kins, G, 6-1/220, Sr.; John Richardson, E, 6- 
1/245, Sr.; Hugo Rossignol, DB, 5- 10/200, Sr.; 
Nay Young, CB, 5-9/185, Soph. 

Key Returnees: Albert Barron, DE, Jr, James 
Carter, OG, Jr.; Tim Foley, K, Soph.: Ricky 
Harris, FB, Jr.; Trey Herold, K, Soph.; Ken 
Hicks, TB, Soph.; Bruce Holbrook, GB, Soph.; 
Brad Morris, C, Soph.; Dexter Sanford, TB. 
Soph.; David Simmons, P, Soph. Brant West, 
QB, Soph.; Rob Whitton, P, Soph.; Sammy Wil- 
liams, DT, Jr.; Alvin Wright, TB, Jr. 

Top Newcomers: Darren Alford, TE (RS); Ken 
Burnette, QB (RS); Joel Jackson, OT (RS); 
Jay Marshall, C (RS); Ernest Thompson, QB. 


HOLY CROSS 


Coach: Rick Carter (31-10-1. 4 years; 133- 
49-6 overall, 19 years) 

1984 Record: 8-3, 

Offense: Multiple. Defense: 52. 

Key Losses: Jim Boyle, CB; Bill Cowley, WR; 
Kevin Garvey, OG; Jim Healy, DT; Bill McGo- 
vern, S; Tony Melink, K; Peter Muldoon, OB; 
Kevin Murphy, LB; Dave Shimshock, S; 
Lawrence Weaver, C; Don Zelinski, LB. 
Starters Returning: Offense (5): Leo Carlin, 
SE, 5-8/170, Sr.; Chuck Doyle, FB, 6-1/225, 
Sr.; Gill Fenerty, TB, 6-0/195, Sr, Greg Lau- 
geni, TE, 6-5/240, Sr.; Kevin Reilly, T, 6- 
2/265, Sr. Detense (5): Pat Barry, CB, 6- 
0/180, Jr.; John Hackney, E, 6-2/225, Sr.; Ed 
Kutschke, T, 6-3/245, Sr.; Dave Neilson, NG, 
6- 1/240, Sr; Tom Patton. E, 6-5/215, Sr. 
Key Returnees: Brian Collins, DT, Sr.; Byron 
Dixon, DB, Soph,; Dave Hock, QB, Sr.; Lee 
Hull, WR, Soph.; Andy Martin, DT, Soph.; Pete 
McCarthy, P, Sr,; Mike Morgan, TB, Soph.; 
Steve Southard, MG, Jr. 

Top Newcomers: Jason Davis, WR; Julio Fer- 
nandez, DB; Randy Pedro, FB; Mark Stoy, OG; 
Jeff Wiley, QB. 


JAMES MADISON 


Coach: Joe Purzycki (First year at JM; 21-21- 
1 overall, 4 years) 

1984 Record: 6-5. 

Offense: Wing-T. Defense: Multiple. 

Key Losses: Bill Brightwell, S; Brian Coe, RB; 
Greg Dyer, DT; Ben Edwards, TE; Brian Fink. 
NG; Chris Robinson, OG; Mike Setser, DT; 
Greg Smith, C; Mickey Stinnett, P/K; Tony 
Thomas, CB. 

Starters Returning: Offense (5): Adam Bur- 
ket, T, 6-4/281, Sr.; Ken Dalton, G, 6-1/263, 
Sr.; Warren Marshall, FB, 6- 1/205, Jr.; Jon 
Roddy, QB, 6-0/200, Sr.; Bario Savarese, T, 
6-6/244, Sr. Defense (6): Marshall Barnes, S, 
6-3/200, Jr; Anthony Evans, E, 6-1/207, Sr.; 
Charles Haley, LB, 6-4/230, Sr.; Mike Jones, 
CB, 5-11/176, Sr.; Dean McCullough, LB, 6- 
2/192, Jr.; Shawn Woodson, E, 6-2/193, Soph. 
Key Returnees: Marcus Adkins, CB, Jr.; Scott 
Baxter, DT, Sr., Carlo Bianchini, OG, Soph.; 
Scott Driskill, TE, Sr.; Jim Eckenrode, DT, 
Soph.; Eric Green, QB, Soph.; Arnold Grevious, 
CB, Jr; Steve Hamm, C, Sr.; Chris Jacobs, DE, 
Soph. (medical RS); Rick Rice, WR, Sr.; Danny 
Robertson, WR, Sr.; Billy Sheehan, K, Sr.; 
Julius Sherman, QB, Soph.; Brad Smith, S. Jr.; 
Leon Watts, WR, Jr.; Doug West, NG, Soph.; 
Neal Wilkinson, TE, Soph.; Albert Williams, DE, 
Soph. 


LAFAYETTE 


Coach: Bill Russo (27-15, 4 years; 43-30 
overall, 7 years) 

1984 Record: 5-5. 

Offense: Multiple, Defense: 52. 

Key Loses: Frank Corbo, SE; Carmine DeSan- 
tis, FL; Nick Kowgios, FB; Stan Kwitnieski, DB. 
Starters Returning: Offense (8): Keith Clark, 
T, 6-4/265, Sr.; Joe Gaziano, C, 6- 1/255, Sr.; 
Pete Gilbertson, G, 6-4/250, Sr.; Martin 
Horne, T, 6-5/250, Jr.; Craig Parsons, TE, 6- 
3/225, Sr, (switched to FB); Ryan Priest, RB, 
5-11/190, Sr.; Dean Rivera, QB, 6-3/205, Sr.; 
Chris Thatcher, T, 6-4/280, Sr. Defense (9): 
John Anderson, LB, 6-1/215, Sr.; Charles 
Brantley, DE/LB, 6-1/225, Jr.; Jim Browm, DE, 
6-1/215, Jr.; Dan Donnelly, T/NG, 6-1/245, 
Sr.; Steve Dunbar, T, 6-2/225, Sr. (switched to 
OG); Frank Gaziano, LB, 6-1/220, Sr.; Mike 
Joseph, S, 6-0/190, Soph.; Mike King, T, 6- 
2/260, Sr.; Dave Rankins, S, 5-11/180, Sr.; 
Joe Yanek, CB, 6-0/180, Jr. 

Key Returnees: Larry Binkoski, E, Sr., Gordon 
Bullock, WR, Sr.; Bruce Dixon, DB, Sr.; Deryl 
Green, FL, Sr.; Jim Johnson, QB, Soph.; Kevin 
McCartney, DT, Sr.; Bruce Mcintyre, RB, Jr. 


LEHIGH 


Coach: John Whitehead (70-32-2, 9 years) 
1984 Record: 5-6. 

Offense: Multiple. Defense: 3-4. 

Key Losses: Scott Bear, OG; Jim Davidson, S; 
Mike Ellow, LB; Doug Ertz, FB; Eric Huns- 
berger, WB; Bob Jeffries, TE; Jim Serratelli, 
LB; Blair Talmadge, CB; Jim Thompson, OT; 
Kevin Zlock, DT. 

Starters Returning: Offense (6): Rennie Benn, 
SE, 6-3/195, Sr.; Greg Exarchakis, T, 6-2/265, 
Sr.; Marty Horn, QB, 6-2/205, Sr.; Maurice 
Murphy, G, 6-1/260, Sr.; Peter Schreck, TB, 
6-0/ 190, Sr; Daye Whitehead, C, 6-3/240, Sr, 
Detense (6): Matt Cichocki, S, 6-0/200, Jr.: 
Carl Horstmann, LB, 6-3/215, Sr.; Jim Rovito, 
T, 6-5/275, Sr.; Jeff Supp, LB, 6-0/210, Jr; 
Marc Thomas, CB, 5- 10/187, Sr.; Wes Walton, 
NG, 6-1/255, Sr. 

Key Returnees: Steve Banco, PDB, Soph.; 
Mike Kosko,DT, Jr.; Todd Melton, TE, Sr.; 
Kevin Rife, LB, Soph.; Kevin Stansberry, TB, 
Soph. 


NICHOLLS STATE 


Coach: William (Sonny) Jackson (23-20-1, 4 
years) 

1984 Record: 6-5. 

Offense: One-Back. Defense: 3-4. 

Key Losses: Greg Greely, CB; Scott Hilde- 
brand, LB; Jerry Hotard, LB; Keith Menard, QB; 
Anthony Tuggle, CB. 

Starters Returning: Offense (9): Lynn By- 
church, G, 6-3/246, Jr.; Mark Carrier, WA, 6- 
0/182, Jr.; Dewayne Harrison, TE, 6-5/225, 
Sr.; Jerry Havenar, C, 6-2/234, Soph.; Patrick 
Pattan, T, 6-2/275, Jr.; Mitch Rodrigue, G, 6- 
2/271, Jr; Ellery Scott, JB, 6-1/195, Jr.; Oscar 
Smith, RB, 5-9/200, Sr.; Brian Stropolo, WR, 
5-9/171, Sr, Defense (6): Troy Bourgeois, S, 
6-0/ 185, Jr.; Eric Jackson, LB, 6-1/210, Sr.; 
Kenny Miller, T, 6-3/255, Sr.; Greg Price, NG, 
5-11/233, Jr.; Errol Prince, S, 6-0/175, Jr.; 
Kurt Turner, LB, 6-1/217, Sr, 

Key Returnees: Dwayne Brown, JB, Sr.; Butch 
Daigle, RB, Sr.; Paul Melancon, LB, Sr.; Jay 
Roth, TE, Sr.; Kevin Smoot, RB, Sr.; Joe Soig- 
net, S, Sr.; Brent Verzwyvett, WR, Sr.; Robert 
Williams, WR, Jr. 

Top Newcomers: Terrance Cooks, LB; Paul 
Deshotel, DL (RS); Richard Glover, DT: Gar- 
rett Hohensee, OL (RS); John Laycock, K 
(RS); Billy Nequin, OL (RS); Scott Pauley, LB; 
Rhett Phillips, OL (RS); Brian Wilcox, P. 


NORTHEASTERN 


Coach: Paul Pawlak (15-24-1, 4 years; 29- 
42-1 overall, 8 years) 

1984 Record: 3-7. 

Offense: Wishbone. Defense: 52. 

Key Losses: Peter Brown, S:; Bob Buonopane, 
WR; Joe Cunningham, TE; Dave Eberhart, DB; 
Geoff Hart, K; Jerry Healey, Carl Jenkins, OG; 
Scott McDonald, C; Ed Nardini, DE; Ray 
Querey, MG; Joe Ricciardi, DT; Eric Stokes, 
OT; Rich Zieja, DT, 

Starters Returning: Offense (5): George 
Olsen, FB, 6-1/225, Jr.; Todd Sandham, T, 6- 
3/260, Jr.; Larry Smith, HB, 6-2/200, soph,; 
Arnold Swepson, QB, 6-3/200, Soph.; Keith 
Wright, HB, 6-0/200, Sr. Defense (6): John 
Butcofski, LB, 6-2/230, Jr.; Frank Clark, MG, 
6-3/275, Soph.; Ed Correa, DE, 6- 1/220, Jr.; 
Chris Demarest, CB, 6-2/195, Soph,; Bob 
Koban, S, 6-0/175, Jr.; Shawn O'Malley, LB, 
6-2/220, Sr. 

Key Returnees: Gary Benoit, HB, Sr.; Mark 
Curtin, FB, Jr.; Steve Curtin, DE, Soph.; Lonnie 
Hooker, HB, Jr.; Mike Lavoie, TE, Soph.; Rod- 
ney Payne, CB, Jr.; Kevin Slattery, OT, Soph.; 
George Stephens, LB, Jr.; Mike Sweeney, QB, 
Jr.; Mark Wilson, S, Sr. 

Top Newcomers: Scott Bemis. DE: Toby 
Goode, OG; Tom Lucas, DT; Mike McElleheny, 
OG; John Nelson, P- 


NORTHERN IOWA 


Coach: Darrell Mudra (15-7, 2 years; 172-72- 
3 overall, 23 years) 

1984 Record: 9-2. 

Offense: Pro-Set, Defense: 4-3. 

Key Losses: Marty Bruder, WR; Ralph Clark, 
OT; Steve Harris, RB; Randy Holcomb, LB; 
James Hutchings, WR; Charles Jenkins, DB; 
Larry Miller, QB; Mike Molstead, K; Joe 
O'Brien, DT; Doug Ware, DB. 

Starters Returning: Offense (5): Billi Bealles, 
G, 6-6/270, Jr.; Mark Caballero, G, 6-2/270, 
Sr.; Jeff Melchert, C, 6-3/250, Sr.; Troy Thom- 
as, T, 6-7/270, Sr.; Pat Williams, RB, 6-0/210, 
Jr. Defense (6): Spencer Cowan, LB, 6- 1/190, 
Jr.; Mark Farley, LB, 6-0/220, Sr.; Joe Fuller, 
DB, 5-10/180, Sr.; Edward Grimes, E, 6- 
2/250, Sr.; Dwayne Price, T, 6-2/280, Sr.; 
Mark Steines, LB, 6-1/215, Jr. ; 

Key Returnees: Mark Hanssen, C, Soph.; John 
Hill, RB, Soph.; Dick Morrison, DT, Soph.; 
Frank Ori, OG, Sr.; Scott Owens, WR, Sr.; Al 
Schmitt, OT, Soph.; Kevin Willard, QB, Soph. 
(medical RS); Darren Wilson, OT. 

Top Newcomers: Pat Bullocks, WR (JUCQO); 
Keith Majors, RB (JUCO); Garland McCleary, 
LB (JUCQ); Courtney Messingham, QB; Kevin 
Pew, LB (JUCO). 
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Curtis also must rebuild the defense, 
which will feature nine new faces, Tackle 
Mark Wisniewski is an outstanding tackle, 
while Joe Shupp returns to his safety posi- 
tion. 

Northeastern comes off a 3-7 season 
with hopes of climbing to the .500 level. 
Those hopes rest on a new wishbone of- 
fense and a little luck. 

Quarterback Arnold Swepson received 
his baptism of fire last season as a fresh- 
man starter and should benefit from that 
experience. Swepson, a good runner with 
a limited arm, could receive competition 
from Mike Sweeney. 

The Huskies’ offensive strength should 
be their backfield. George Olsen returns 
at fullback and should be joined by hallf- 
backs Larry Smith and Keith Wright. 

If experience was the missing ingre- 
dient in a 2-9 season, then Western Ken- 
tucky should come on strong in ‘85. Fif- 
teen starters and several other players 
who saw plenty of action could put the 
Hilltoppers over the hump. 

Sophomore quarterback Jeff Cesarone 
should improve after a difficult freshman 
campaign, and running back Pat McKen- 
zie returns to key the Hilltoppers’ rushing 
attack. Flanker Alan Mullins and split end 
Keith Paskett are experienced receivers, 
and sophomore Arnold Grier should move 
into the starting tight end spot. 

Defensive ends Stacey Johnson and 
Larry Hester anchor an offensive line that 
also should include tackles Stuart Bundy 
and Denny Caple. Linebacker Tom Lucky 
should be recovered from a 1984 knee in- 
jury and will join returnees David Daido 
and Calvin Edwards. 

Six I-AA independents aren't really in- 
dependent. Northwestern (La.) State, Ni- 
cholls State, Southwest Texas State, South- 
eastern Louisiana, Sam Houston State and 
Stephen F. Austin State have joined forces 
in the Gulf Star Conference, a group that 
played as a unit for the first time in 1984 
even though Stephen F. Austin and Sam 
Houston still were Division II teams. Both 
now are moving up to the I-AA ranks, and 
the conference is awaiting NCAA accredi- 
tation. 

Nicholls State and Northwestern State 
shared the first Gulf Star crown with 4-1 
records, 

Nicholls State, under Coach William 
(Sonny) Jackson, returns 15 starters from 
a team that won six of its final eight 
games after an 0-3 start. The Colonels’ top 
offensive weapons are running back 
Oscar Smith, whom Jackson projects as 
the school's first 1,000-yard season rusher, 
and tight end Dewayne Harrison, who 
caught 51 passes last year and ranks as a 
legitimate All-America candidate. 

With the graduation of starting quarter- 
back Keith Menard, Jackson will turn to 
junior Doug Hudson, who passed for 1,204 


Continued 


Lafayette’s Ryan Priest. 


NORTHWESTERN STATE 


Coach; Sam Goodwin (11-11, 2 years; 20-22- 
1 overall, 4 years) 

1984 Record: 7-4. 

Offense: Multiple. Defense: 4-4. 

Key Losses: Rickey Ainsworth, C; Bryan Ar- 
ceneaux, DT; Arthur Berry, DT; Corris Boyd, 
LB; James Boyd, OT; Roy Fontenot, SE; Hal 
Harlan, OG; Michael Richardson, S; Larry Rob- 
inson, LB; John Smith, OT; Maxie Smith, OG. 
Starters Returning: Offense (5): Frank Gra- 
ham, TE, 6-1/208, Sr; Ron Haggerty, FB, 5- 
8/195, Jr.; John Stephens, TB, 6-0/203, 
Soph.;, Odessa Turner, WR, 6-3/200, Jr,; 
Wayne Van, QB, 6-205, Sr. Defense (6): Cal 
Banks, E, 6-2/212, Jr.; Earnest Crittenden, LB, 
6-0/ 196, Jr.; Charles Fulton, CB, 6-2/ 183, Sr.; 
James Hall, E, 6-2/226, Jr.; Robert Moore, CB, 
5-10/ 185, Sr.; Freddy Smith, LB, 6- 1/202, Jr. 
Key Returnees: Mike Crow, P, Jr.; Willie Fears, 
DT, Sr.; J.T. Fenceroy, LB, Jr.; Rodney Fulton, 
C, Sr,; Anthony Gibson, CB, Jr., DeShon Jen- 
kins, WR, Jr.; Joe Jones, OT, Soph.; Chiquita 
Thomas, LB, Soph. (RS). 

Top Newcomers: Delaware Kelly, DB; Charles 
McDuffie, DE; Chris Morris, WR; Everett Nor- 
wood, OL, 


RICHMOND 


Coach: Dal Shealy (20-35, 5 years; 56-52 
overall, 10 years) 

1984 Record: 7-3. 

Offense: Multiple. Defense: 50. 

Key Losses: Mike Bellissimo, LB; Tom Carney, 
NG; Bryan Drew, OL; Napoleon DuBois, DB: 
Steve Lester, DT; Eddie Martin, OL; Mark 
Palyo, OL; Billy Starke, DB; Danny Worrell, OL. 
Starters Returning: Offense (6): David Bayer, 
RB, 6-0/220, Sr.; Bob Bleier, QB, 6-2/ 195, Jr.; 
Greg Grooms, RB, 6-2/191, Jr.; John Henry, 
TE, 6-5/214, Jr.; Leland Melvin, SE, 6-0/ 165, 
Sr.; Brian Shields, FL, 5-11/175, Jr. Defense 
(6): Taylor Lackey, DB, 6-0/197, Sr.; Damon 
Miller, LB, 6-0/199, Jr.; Don Miller, LB, 6- 
1/220, Sr.; Gary O'Bryant, DB, 6-0/188, Sr.; 
Bryan Tuft, T, 6-4/242, Jr.; Rafe Wilkinson, LB, 
6-2/234, Jr. 

Key Returnees: John Armstrong, DB/KR, Sr.; 
Calvin Bell, DB, Sr.; Glenn Bensley, RB, Sr.; 
Dan Fittz, LB, Jr. (medical RS); John Flynn, 
CB, Jr, (academic RS); Troy Gray, LB, Sr.; 
Danny Holly, RB, Sr.; Steve Raymond, DB, Sr,; 
Brendan Toibin, P/K, Sr. 

Top Newcomers: Mark Bell, OL (RS); Patrick 
Regan, OL (JUCO); Kevin Whipp, OL (JUCO); 
Neil Wigley, OL (JUCO). 
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SAM HOUSTON STATE 


Coach: Ron Randleman (15-18, 3 years; 102- 
60-3 overall, 16 years) 

1984 Record: 8-3. 

Offense: |-formation, Defense: Multiple. 

Key Losses: Kenny Allen, FL; Calvin Blair, DE; 
Steve Bouye, LB; Pete Garner, LB; Wendell 
Hosey, NG; Ron Hubp, TE; Garry Kimbel, CB; 
Glenn McFarland, G; Sam Moore, SE; Calvin 
Oliver, LB; Aubrey Raiford, OT. 

Starters Returning: Offense (6): Alvin Curtis, 
T, 6-3/301, Sr.; Lanny Dycus, QB, 6-3/215, 
Sr.; Kirk Haywood, G, 6-3/250, Sr.; D.D. 
Jones, FB, 6-0/225, Sr.; Kelvin Scott, G, 6- 
4/252, Jr; Raymond Young, TB, 6-1/200, Jr. 
Defense (5): Frank Fryer, S, 6-2/193, St.; 
Johnny MeCloud, E, 6-2/214, Sr.; Carl Minns, 
CB, 5-11/170, Soph.; Tollie Royal, S, 6-0/ 197, 
Jr., Carl Willis, T, 6- 1/266, Sr. 

Key Returnees: Louis Gill. S, dr. 
(RS/shoulder); Odie Harris, CB, Soph.; Brett 
Kiser, OT, Jr. (RS/shoulder); Jon Meyers, 
WP/P, Jr.; J.J. Middleton, FB, Soph.; Mike 
Scotti, WR, Sr. 

Top Newcomers: Kenny Allen, TE (JUCO); 
Billy Hayes, K; Phillip Karasek, C (JUCO); 
Damon Lambert, OT; Freddie Nickson, LB 
(JUCO); Rickey Nobles, OL; Luther Turner, TB 
(JUCO). 


SE LOUISIANA 


Coach: Oscar Lofton (28-25-1, 5 years) 

1984 Record: 2-8-1. 

Offense: Multiple. Defense: 52. 

Key Losses: Ken Benoit, OT; Johnny Bou- 
dreaux, LB; Brett Brian, RB; Ray Brown, WR; 
Jerry Butler, RB; Jeff Floyd, DB; Kurt Griffon, 
DB; Charles Hebert, QB; Joey Kite, C; Bruce 
Ladner, K; Dwaine Morris, DT; Cole Passman, 
DE; Scott Senner, P; Jason Wroblewski, OG. 
Starters Returning: Offense (3): Ahmed Fitch, 
G, 6-2/240, Soph.; Barry Lett, WR, 5- 10/160, 
Jr.; Mitch Wooten, T, 6-2/260, Sr. Defense 
(5): Kerchal Byrd, CB, 5- 10/180, Sr.; Joe Eng- 
lish, LB, 6-3/220, Sr.; Kevin Sharp, T, 6- 
3/240, Jr.; Willie Shepherd, NG, 6-2/240, Sr; 
Tim Whaley, CB, 5- 10/180, Jr. 

Key Returnees: Steve Campbell, C, Soph. 
Craig Dodd, OG, Soph.; Kervin Pontenette, DB, 
Jr.; Mark Newstrom, DE, Soph. 

Top Newcomers: Joey Anderson, TE (JUCO); 
Eric Conner, OT (JUGO); John Gregory, OB; 
Chris Hobbs, WR (JUCO). 


SOUTHWEST MISSOURI ST. 


Coach: Rich Johanningmeler (52-40-4, 9 
years) 

1984 Record: 6-3-1. 

Offense: Wing-T, Defense: 52. 

Key Losses: Steve Ache, LB; Mike Armentrout, 
S; Dan Behimann, MG; Cornelius Blow, LB; 
Rick Fulton, DT; Terry Gourley, DE; Doug 
Howard, S; John Longstreet, FB; Dean 
Schuepbach, DT, 

Starters Returning: Offense (10): Greg Arter- 
burn, QB, 5-11/163, Sr.; Kevin Bor, G, 6- 
0/248, Sr.; David Cummings, HB, 6- 1/207, Sr.; 
David Heim, C, 6-3/236, Jr.; David Knowski, T, 
6-3/240, Sr.; Brad Sellenriek, T, 6-4/249, Sr.; 
Chris Tayrien, G, 6-2/226, Jr.; B.J. Torbert, 
SE, 6-2/210, Sr.; Mike Truelove, TE, 6-4/227, 
Sr.; Keith Williams, HB, 5-9/174, Sr. Defense 
(4): Mike Chatman, CB, 5-11/168, Sr; Jim 
Houston, LB, 6-1/214, Sr.; Howard Patton, S, 
5-11/180, Sr.; Jeff Simon, E, 6-2/218, Sr. 
Key Returnees: Mike Atzen, P, Jr,; Dan Gasser, 
K, Sr; Ryan Jackson, HB, Soph.; Tom Leeker, 
QB, Sr, Matt Soraghan, LB, Soph.; Rod Witt, 
FB, Sr. 

Top Newcomers: Joe Haas, OT/DT (JUCO); 
Dennis Stahl, OT (JUCO): Petey Stevens, DT 
(JUCO). 
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SOUTHWEST TEXAS ST. 


Coach: John O'Hara ( 16-6, 2 years) 

1984 Record: 7-4. 

Offense: Multiple. Defense: 52. 

Key Losses: Scott Forester, C; Ron Gaskin, 
RB; Danny Gillapsia, DE; David Glasco, DB; 
John Hardin, NG; Kevin Mickits, TE. 

Starters Returning: Offense (8): Eric Cobble, 
RB, 5-8/182, Sr.; Wayne Coffey, SE, 5-8/140, 
Sr.; Mitch Davidson, G, 6-3/247, Sr. (switched 
to center); Joe Ghrist, G, 6-2/263, Sr.; David 
Longhofer, QB, 6-1/201, Sr.; Kevin Meuth, T, 
6-5/250, Jr.; Charlie Vatterott, T, 6-4/249, Jr.; 
Toney Wooley, FL, 6-0/172, Sr. Defense (8): 
Arnold Baker, E, 5-11/200, Soph.; David 
Lackey, T, 6-3/237, Sr.; Jimmy Nelms, S, 5- 
10/191, Soph.; Rusty Nettles, LB, 6- 1/219, Sr, 
Eugene Rogers, CB, 5-8/173, Soph., Charles 
Sterling, S, 6-0/171, Soph.; Gary Wahrmund, 
T, 6-4/242, Jr; Shawn Woods, LB, 6-0/230, 
Soph. 

Key Returnees: Jerry Fife, P, Sr.; Brian Francis, 
WR, Soph.; Pat Franklin, RB, Sr.; Dwayne Orr, 
RB, Soph.; Sam Scott, OT, Soph. 

Top Newcomers; Lance Hindt, LB (transfer 
from Oklahoma); Paul Leventis, DE (transfer 
from Texas A&M); Sam Ramirez, DL (transfer 
from Texas Christian); Henry Thomas, OG 
(transfer from Lamar). 


STEPHEN F. AUSTIN 


Coach: Jim Hess (20-12-1, 3 years; 85-35-4 
overall, 11 years) 

1984 Record: 7-3-1. 

Offense: Multiple. Defense: Multiple. 

Key Losses: Scott Alexander, OG; Maurice 
Bell, DE; Erik Brown, DT; Tracy Groom, OT; 
Glen Harrison, LB; Kevin Jackson, CB; Doug 
Jefferson, RB; Michael LeBlanc, RB; Dwayne 
Lum, OT; Kelvin Polk, S; Stewart Speer, OT; 
Howard Wade, DE; Darrell Warden, LB. 
Starters Returning: Offense (5): Floyd Dixon, 
WR, 5-9/169, Sr.; Al Gregruek, TE, 6-2/216, 
Jr.; James Noble, WR, 6-0/202, Sr.; Chris Si- 
monson, C, 6-1/237, Sr.; Todd Whitten, QB, 
6-0/174, Jr. Defense (4): Darrell Harkless, S, 
6- 1/190, Jr,; Anthony Newsome, CB, 5-9/160, 
Jr.; Dale Pearson, T, 6-3/257, Sr; Melvin 
White, LB, 5-11/206, Sr. 

Key Returnees: John Barbe, S, Jr.; Cercy 
Greer, CB, Sr.; Keith Thacker, RB, Jr.; Rick 
Wilson, K, Sr.; Jerry Woods, LB, Sr. 

Top Newcomers: Buddy Blari, OL (JUCO); 
Henry Canady, RB (JUCO); Johnnie Hendrix, 
CB (RS); Bobby Henry, LB (RS); Michael 
Horace, RB; Jeff Jackson, OL; Steve Stewart, 
OL (JUCO). 


TENNESSEE STATE 


Coach: William Thomas (11-0, 1 year) 

1984 Record: 11-0. 

Offense: Pro-Set, Defense: 3-4. 

Key Losses: Kenneth Biggles, QB; Barry Col- 
lins, WR; David Daniels, CB; Amos Drummond, 
OT; Lyndenberg Green, OG; Willie Horton, LB; 
Ronald Howard, CB; Herman Hunter, HB; 
Carlos Jones, K; Tommy Perkins, DT; Roger 
Robinson, CB. 

Starters Returning: Offense (7): Roderick 
Adams, T, 6-4/275, Sr.; Marlon Johnson, 
RB/TB, 5-10/210, Sr; Quinton Johnson, WR, 
6-0/185, Sr.; Frank Pillow, WR, 5-11/180, 
Soph.; Derrick Spears, G, 6-1/230, Sr; Alvin 
Street, C, 6-3/240, Jr.; Riley Walton, TE, 6- 
4/215, Jr. Defense (6): James Berico, 6- 
1/230, Sr.; Onzy Elam, LB, 6-2/215, Soph.; 
Tim Lloyd, LB, 6-1/215, Jr.; Carl McAfee, CB, 
6-0/ 190, Jr.; Lawrence Mims, T, 6-0/240, Jr.; 
Mike Robinson, NG, 6-1/215, Sr. 

Key Returnees: Quinton Crawford, HB, Soph.; 
Steve Holloway, TE, Jr.; Gilbert Renfroe, QB, 
Sr. 

Top Newcomers; Jerome Bell, DL; Johnnie 
Corey, OL; Leon Garlington, QB (RS); Craig 
Hodge, HB (RS); Jody Hollman, DL; Michael 
Jackson, DL; Lonnie Layton, OL; Andre Sherill, 
K (RS); Jeff Troutman, K (RS). 


WESTERN ILLINOIS 


Coach: Bruce Craddock (9- 12-1, 2 years; 33- 
31-1 overall, 6 years) 

1984 Record: 6-4-1, 

Offense: Multiple. Defense: Multiple. 

Key Losses: Dave Bass, OG; Mark Bloom, QB; 
Chris Gunderson, DT; Bob Niemi, LB; Butch 
Oliva, K; Kevin Perkins, RB; Rick Roscotti, OG; 
Mark Searcy, TE; Dan Shelby, LB; Don Stewart, 
HB; John Sullivan, DE; Earl Thompson, S. 
Starters Returning: Offense (6): Ken Hudd- 
leston, SE, 5- 11/170, Sr.; Mike Lockwood, FL, 
5- 10/170, Jr; Jeff McKinney, FB, 6-0/205, Sr.; 
Rick Pryor, T, 6-4/260, Sr.; Mark Tigges, T, 
6-3/285, Sr.; Frank Winters, C, 6-3/250, Sr. 
Defense (4): Todd Auer, T/E, 6-1/230, Jr.; 
Marcus Ballard, HB, 5-10/172, Jr.; Don Ferqu- 
son, HB, 6-0/188, Sr.; Brad Sobotka, E, 6- 
4/230, Sr. 

Key Returnees: Shannon Berry, DE, Jr.; Keith 
Blue, OG, Soph.; Dennis Golinghorst, OG, Jr.; 
Ken Greer, DE, Jr.; Bruce McCray, DB, Jr.; 
John McCue, RB, Jr.; Darrell Sterling, DB, Jr; 
Craig Taylor, RB, Sr.; John Wisnosky, OT, 
Soph.; Mike Woodford, OG, Jr. 

Top Newcomers: Nate Blanks, WR (JUCO); 
Albert Brown, WR (JUCO); J.C. Cotton, RB 
{transfer from Southwest Missouri State); 
Dion Melvin, LB (JUCO); Victor Perrin, RB 
(transfer from Tennessee State). 


WESTERN KENTUCKY 


Coach: Dave Roberts (2-9, 1 year) 

1984 Record: 2-3. 

Offense: Multiple. Defense: Multiple. 

Key Losses; Ty Campbell, FB; Charlie Houser, 
Ss 


Starters Returning: Offense (8): Gary Babb, 
G, 5-10/240, Sr; Jeff Cesarone, QB, 6-2/210, 
Soph.; Rick Denstorff, C, 6-0/250, Sr.; Mark 
Fatkin, G, 6-2/257, Sr.; Pat McKenzie, RB, 5- 
8/200, Jr.; Alan Mullins, FL, 5-10/172, Sr.; 
Keith Paskett, SE, 5-11/180, Jr. Defense (7): 
Stuart Bundy, T, 6-0/238, Sr.; David Daido, 
LB, 6-2/226, Sr,; Larry Hester, E, 6- 1/220, Sr; 
Stacey Johnson, E, 6-0/242, Sr.; Vernard 
Johnson, CB, 5-10/175, Jr.; John Lacey, S, 5- 
11/176, Sr. (missed spring practice 
w/shoulder); Tom Lucky, LB, 6-0/, Sr. 
(missed several games in 1984 w/knee)_ 

Key Returnees: Lance Alm, TE, Soph.; Barry 
Anderson, OT, Jr.; David Bailey, CB, Soph. 
(academic RS); Denny Caple, DT, Soph.; 
Johnny Carter, OT, Soph.; Calvin Edwards, LB, 
Soph.; Neil Fatkin, LB, Soph.; Arnold Grier, TE, 
Soph.; Cedric Jones, SE, Soph.; Glendell Mil- 
ler, RB, Sr.; Harold Wright, CB, Soph. 

Top Newcomers: Marcus Burnett, LB (JUCO); 
Jim Frary, OT; Mark Johnson, S (JUCO); Kel- 
vin Nedd, RB (medical RS). 


WILLIAM & MARY 


Coach: Jimmye Laycock (22-32, 5 years) 
1984 Record: 6-5. 

Offense: |-formation. Defense: 4-3. 

Key Losses: Glenn Bodnar, TE; Bob Crane, DT; 
Lee Glenn, OG; Mims Hackett, DB; Andy Hug- 
gins, FB; Mark Kelso, S; Mark Krautheim, OG; 
Dave McDowell, FL; Larry McEntee, DT; Jim 
McHeffey, LB; Ed Robinson, LB; Jeff Sanders, 
SE; Karl Wernecke, LB; Doug Williams, OT; 
Bobby Wright, FB. 

Starters Returning: Offense (6): Merritt 
(Dirk) Gibson, TB, 5-10/200, Soph, (hurt 
knee in spring practice); Ron Gillam, FL, 5- 
9/170, Sr.; Archie Harris, G, 6-5/260, Sr.; 
Graeme Miller, G, 6-1/255, Sr.; Bob Solder- 
itch, C, 6-3/250, Sr.; Stan Yagiello, QB, 6- 
1/192, Sr. Defense (7): Chris Childs, DB, 5- 
11/190, Sr.; Greg Glasser, E, 6-1/220, Sr.; Jeff 
Heineman, T, 6-4/250, Jr; Todd Leeson, DB, 
5-10/195, Sr.; Ricky Miller, E, 6-0/220, Jr.; 
Dave Pocta, LB, 6-2/225, Jr.; Calvin Trivers, 
DB, 5-9/175, Sr, 

Key Returnees: Michael Clemons, TB, Jr.; Mike 
Hackett, DB, Jr.; Rod Lawrence, P, Sr; Brian 
Morris, K, Sr.; John Nettles, TE, Sr; Tim 
O'Reilly, OT, Sr.; Todd Scruggs, LB, Soph. 
Top Newcomers: Craig Argo, QB; Scott Cook, 
OL, Ed Davis, WR; Chris Gessner, WR; Kerry 
Gray, LB. 
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yards when he was a Starter in 1983. Join- 
ing Harrison in a top-flight receiving 
corps are wide men Brian Stropolo and 
Mark Carrier. 

Northwestern State lost 11 starters, but 
the Demons are well fortified at the skill 
positions. 

Quarterback Wayne Van returns after 
throwing for 1,280 yards and 10 touch- 
downs. Top receiver Odessa Turner re- 
turns, as does tight end Frank Graham, 
fullback Ron Haggerty and tailback John 
Stephens. 

Earnest Crittenden leads a defense that 
returns six starters. Joining Crittenden at 
linebacker will be Freddy Smith, while 
Robert Moore and Charles Fulton return 
to the secondary and James Hall and Cal 
Banks reclaim their end positions. 

Southwest Texas State will begin its 
second year of I-AA competition with 16 
returning starters from a 7-4 team. 

The Bobcats should be strong offensive- 
ly. Quarterback David Longhofer returns 
after throwing for 1,605 yards and leading 
the Gulf Star teams in total offense (1,960 
yards). Joining Longhofer on the offensive 
unit will be running back Eric Cobble (470 
yards rushing), flanker Toney Wooley, 
split end Wayne Coffey and returning line- 
men Charlie Vatterott and Kevin Meuth 
(tackles), Joe Ghrist (guard) and Mitch 
Davidson, a guard who will be moved to 
center. 

Strong safety Jimmy Nelms and line- 
backer Shawn Woods are Southwest's best 
defensive players, 

The return of quarterback Lanny 
Dycus, who threw for 2,039 yards and led 
Sam Houston State to an 8-3 record in 
1984, makes the Bearkats worth watching. 
Dycus' favorite receivers have graduated, 
but Jon Meyers and Mike Scotti are ex- 
pected to step in and fill the void. Veteran 
fullback D.D. Jones and experienced tail- 
back Raymond Young will operate behind 
an offensive line that returns starters 
Kirk Haywood, Kelvin Scott and Alvin 
Curtis. 

Stephen F. Austin State recorded a 7-3- 
1 mark in 1984 and will be shooting for its 
fourth straight winning season. The Lum- 
berjacks have the offensive guns in quar- 
terback Todd Whitten (1,627 passing 
yards in '84), wide receivers James Noble 
and Floyd Dixon and tight end Al Greg- 
ruek, but they lack muscle on a line that 
lost four starters to graduation. 

Southeastern Louisiana suffered 
through a disappointing 2-8-1 season in 
1984 and then lost starting quarterback 
Charles Hebert and top rusher Jerry But- 
ler (1,092 yards) to graduation. 

Senior Kevin Darouse will get the call 
to replace Hebert, while a host of hold- 
overs and junior college transfers are 
doing battle over Butler's position. 

The Lions’ defense will feature nose- 
guard Willie Shepherd and cornerback 
Kerchal Byrd. 


.- College Notebook 


= ‘By JOE MARCIN 


The NCAA Football Rules Committee 
made no less than 36 changes in the rules 
of the game for the 1985 season, many of 
which, like changes in specifications of 
equipment, will not be noticed by the fans, 

One rule change that will be noliced 
pertains to kickoffs. The much-crilicized 
30-yard-line touchback rule was deleted, 
so now any kickoff through the end zone 
will be returned to the 20-yard line. Those 
in favor of increasing the number of kick- 
off returns as a vehicle for adding excite- 
ment to the game were outvoted, 24-1, in 
the American Football Coaches Associa- 
tion rules meeting, although a poll of 
coaches showed only a margin of 52 per- 
cent in favor to 48 percent against. 

The new rules liberalize offensive 
blocking. The offense may now legally 
block with the shoulder, hands, outer sur- 
face of the arm or any other part of the 
body, provided the hands are in advance 
of the elbows, inside the frames of the 
blocker's and opponent’s bodies and are 
at or below the shoulders of the player 
being blocked, 

Liberalization of the offensive hands 
and arms rule probably legalizes what 
half the teams have been doing the last 
two years but still does not resolve the 
holding problem and the teaching of ille- 
gal techniques. 

Also adopted were four rules changes in 
the interest of player safety. An automatic 
first down was added to the penalty for 
flagrant face-mask violations and for fouls 
out of bounds. Hurdling, previously de- 
fined as an attempt by a runner to jump 
over a player who still has his feet on the 
ground, now will apply to all players. Also, 
the exception for blocking below the 
waist on field goals and point-after-touch- 
down attempts was deleted. 


Coaches in the Spotlight 


This could be the year of decision for a 
number of coaches. 

Notre Dame’s Gerry Faust is in the 
final year of a five-year contract and an- 
other subpar season—failure to be in a 
New Year’s Day bowl—will result in his 
dismissal. If Faust goes, his likely succes- 
sor is Jack Bicknell of Boston College. 

Pittsburgh’s Foge Fazio also is under 
pressure. Fazio escaped the ax after last 
year’s disastrous 3-7-1 campaign, bul an- 
other luckluster showing, coupled with a 
continuing decline in home attendance, 
will see Fazio given the gate. Fazio shook 
up his staff of assistants and has five new 
aides. 

Another coaching staff that underwent 
considerable change in the off-season was 
that of Texas A&M. The big-money men 
who lured Jackie Sherrill to College Sta- 
tion from Pitt are getting restless. Sherrill 
has posted consecutive marks of 6-5 (last 
season), 5-5-1 and 5-6, and a continuation 


of thal pattern may culminate in the bal- 
ance of his contract being bought up. 

Also in the Southwest Conference, Fred 
Akers of Texas could be in trouble if the 
1985 season is not satisfactory, The same 
holds for Dick Crum of North Carolina. 

Of the new coaches, the most interest- 
ing is Howard Schnellenberger at the Uni- 
versity of Louisville. He has been given a 
huge contract, but he faces a huge task in 
trying to elevate a small-time losing pro- 
gram into a big-time winner. Spring prac- 
tice at Louisville was harder than the 
players had ever experienced, and some 
of them dropped out. Schnellenberger's 
team will be better prepared than any 
Louisville team of the past, but football 
“miracles” take time, and it will be at 
least a couple of years before any mean- 
ingful assessment of Schnellenberger’s 
program can be made. 


Heisman Candidates 


There is no clear favorite for the 1985 
Heisman Trophy, but the odds would 
seem to favor a return to the recent tradi- 
tion of a running back winning it. (Doug 
Flutie was the first quarterback in 13 
years to gain the coveted award when he 
captured it last year.) 

The top running backs are Ohio State's 
Keith Byars, who was runner-up for the 
Heisman in 1984; Auburn's Bo Jackson, 
the 1984 preseason favorite who was 
knocked out of the race by a shoulder in- 
jury; Navy's Napoleon McCallum, highly 
regarded a year ago before being waylaid 
by a knee injury that paved the way for 
him to become the Naval Academy's first 
redshirt; Notre Dame’s Allen Pinkett, who 
is poised to become his school’s leading 
career rusher and who also has more ca- 
reer rushing yards than any of the other 
Heisman contenders; Southern Method- 
ist's Reggie Dupard and Louisiana State’s 
Dalton Hilliard. 

Quarterbacks who might break through 
the phalanx of running backs include 
Robbie Bosco of Brigham Young, Chuck 
Long of lowa and Jack Trudeau of Illinois. 


Notes on Quarterbacks 


Bernie Kosar’s place as No. | quarter- 
back for the University of Miami Hurri- 
canes will be taken by Vinny Testaverde, 
a junior from Elmont, N.Y., who was red- 
shirted in Miami's national championship 
season two years ago and was Kosar’s 
backup in 1982 and 1984. He has size (6- 
foot-5, 214 pounds), mobility and a strong 
arm. Last year he completed 17 of 34 
passes for 184 yards with one interception 
and no touchdowns. . . . Notre Dame's No. 
1 signal-caller, Steve Beuerlein, is recu- 
perating from an operation to remove a 
piece of his collarbone. The early progno- 
sis was favorable to Beuerlein’s being 
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ready for the Irish opener against Michi- 
gan at Ann Arbor on September 14. If 
Beuerlein isn’t ready, the Irish starter will 
be Terry Andrysiak, a sophomore from 
Allen Park, Mich., who has yet to throw 
his first pass in varsity competition. . . . 
With Auburn switching from the wishbone 
offense to the I-formation, Pat Washing- 
ton, who was the Tigers’ No. 1 quarter- 
back in 1984, ended spring practice as No. 
3 on Coach Pat Dye's depth chart. No. 1 
was sophomore Jeff Burger, who played 
in three games last year, completing 
eight of 13 passes for 95 yards. Redshirt 
freshman Bobby Walden could emerge as 
the top man, though. .. . Mike Shula, son 
of Miami Dolphins Coach Don Shula, 
heads into the season as the No. 1 quarter- 
back for Alabama. The scouting report on 
(he younger Shula is that he’s a smart lad 
who has picked up a lot of his father’s 
football savvy and that he can read de- 
fenses well but lacks a real major league 
arm. He'll be OK on short and medium 
passes but is unlikely to produce the big 
play. , .. Doug Flutie’s successor at Boston 
College is senior Shawn Halloran, Hal- 
loran, who has only limited game experi- 
ence, is a 6-4 pocket passer, an indication, 
perhaps, that the Eagles will show a dif- 
ferent kind of offense this year... . Sean 
Salisbury, who has not had the kind of ca- 
reer that was expected when he signed on 
with Southern California, was held out of 
spring scrimmages to protect his injured 
knee. He incurred the injury in the second 
game of last season and was redshirted. 
This will be his final year of college eligi- 
bility. 


Quick Kicks 


Here are schools that, because of cheat- 
ing on NCAA rules, will not be on live tele- 
vision during the regular season: Southern 
California, Illinois, Wisconsin, Florida and 
Wichita State. .. . School officials every- 
where are seriously concerned about ath- 
letes using drugs, and the trend toward 
mandatory spot testing of athletes will 
continue to gain momentum. It could 
raise some sticky legal issues. , .. College 
football regular-season attendance 
achieved a record high during the 1984 
season. Total paid attendance for the 654 
four-year colleges with varsity teams 
reached 36,652,179. That’s about 480,000 
more than the regular-season attendance 
of the National Football League, National 
Hockey League and National Basketball 
Association combined. . .. Louisiana State 
is reported to have more than 50 oral 
commitments in advance of its marketing 
campaign to lease 70 suite boxes at Tiger 
Stadium at $30,000 per year. The universi- 
ty is financing expansion of its 76,869-seat 
stadium through revenue bonds... .. There 
will be lots of college football on televi- 
sion again this season, : 
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The Football Broker 


Coaches Listen 
To Super Scout 
Dick Lascola 


By DAVE CUNNINGHAM 


he temptation is to portray Dick 

i Lascola as a power broker, an invis- 

ible giant who pulls the strings of 
puppets who don’t even know he exists. 

He shapes the lives of young football 
players, indirectly deciding who gets a 
college scholarship and who doesn’t, who 
stars for Notre Dame and who gets buried 
at Podunk State. 

Based in Fallbrook, Calif., Lascola is 
the czar of Scouting Evaluation Associa- 
tion, a service that about 90 of the leading 
football schools in the nation study care- 
fully. 

When Lascola talks, people listen—peo- 
ple such as Gerry Faust at Notre Dame, 
Terry Donahue at UCLA and LaVell Ed- 
wards at Brigham Young, as well as the 
coaches at all of the Big Ten and Pacific- 
10 schools. 

Every year, Lascola and his staff per- 
sonally evaluate as many as 6,000 high 
school and junior college football players 
coast to coast. Each gets a rating of one to 
four. A “one” has a chance to be a pros- 
pect, while a “four” is a can't-miss star. 

The result is that a high school senior 
tailback who thinks he’s hot stuff may 
wind up at a junior college because a man 
he's never even heard of decides that he 
isn't major-college material. 

But the temptation to portray Lascola 
as the merciless godfather of football fu- 
tures is smashed to bits by his presence. 
There is nothing mysterious or threaten- 
ing about the man. 

He wears a sweatshirt and tennis shoes 
to work. You expect to see a whistle 
around his neck. His speech and manner 
are as refined as a football coach’s— 
which is exactly what Lascola was. 

After graduating from Cal State-Long 
Beach in 1965, Lascola coached high 
school football in California and Ohio and 
then at Northern Arizona as an assistant. 

“When I was recruiting for the universi- 
ty,” Lascola said, “I used to go to different 
parts of the country, one of them being 
Southern California, and I thought, ‘Gee, it 
would be nice if I could find some sort of 
reference guide to these kids.’ It’s such a 
large area. Where do you start? 

“The alumni would send you names of 
athletes, but it turned out that some of 
these players could hardly walk. You 
knock on a lot of doors and find you waste 
a lot of time.” 

The seed was planted. Lascola began 
thinking about a scouting service wherein 


he would do the scouting, then sell his re- 
ports to college recruiters all over the 
country. The clincher came in 1975. 

“T went to a high school game,” Lascola 
said, “and saw a quarterback. I told the 
coach, ‘This guy’s going to be heavily re- 
cruited.’ Then I saw the coach again the 
following summer, and I asked him where 
the quarterback ended up going. He said 
nobody even came out to look at him. He 
went to a junior college and later a small 
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college. 

“T couldn't believe that. The quarter- 
back was Bob Gagliano, who played with 
the Kansas City Chiefs. He was a kid who 
just got overlooked all his life. The thing 
is, he was good enough to make it in the 
pros. 

“That's when I realized that there are a 
lot of players out there to look at, and no- 
body can look at all of them.” 

For the last 10 years, Lascola has been 


looking at all of them. He has scouts in 13 
regions of the country, covering almost 
every hotbed of schoolboy football. 
Lascola compiles a file on each player, 
listing height, weight, best 40-yard-dash 
time, statistics and personal material. 
“We get anything we can find out about 
a ball player that might be useful to a re- 
cruiter,” he said. “For instance, his two 
older brothers played for the University 
of Illinois, his dad went to Stanford, stuff 


like that.” 

Lascola also includes his personal im- 
pressions of the player—“He can turn the 
corner, he can break tackles.” It’s pure 
opinion, but it’s respected and believed. 

“T coached in high school, I coached in 
college, and I have recruited,” Lascola 
said. “I know what these guys go through. 
I know what it takes to play at the college 
level, and I understand the game. I can 
look at a ball player and see, mechanical- 


ly, what he can and can't do. 

“When a football coach calls me to ask 
about Joe Blow, he doesn’t want me to tell 
him Joe Blow is great. He wants me to tell 
him why he’s great, what he can do, and 
what makes him able to do those things. 
And I can talk to him in a football jargon 
that he'll understand.” 

Scouting Evaluation Association isn't 
the only such service in the country. It 
wasn’t the first, either. But it is the big- 
gest, and Lascola likes to think it’s also 
the best. 

The prestige of his clients—virtually 
every major football power in the nation 
—supports that conclusion. 

“People have jumped in and out of this 
business over the years,” Lascola said, 
“but most of them have other jobs, and 
they try to do this in their spare time. You 
can’t do it that way. 

“For me, this is it. I don't do anything 
else. I was here last year, and I'm going to 
be here next year.” 

Lascola is the first to admit he isn’t per- 
fect. 

“I remember that Darrin Nelson was a 
player I had a lot of doubts about because 
of his size,” he said. “I didn’t think he'd be 
that good of a football player. But he 
made the right choice of colleges. 

“He couldn't have taken the beating 
that, say, a USC tailback takes, but at 
Stanford they utilized his outside speed 
and his ability to catch the ball. It was a 
system he fit into really well.” 

Nelson, the player Lascola doubted, is a 
free agent who last year played for the 
Minnesota Vikings. 

But there have been many more suc- 
cesses than mistakes. When they were 17- 
year-old unknowns, John Elway and Dan 
Marino were rated by Lascola as the top 
two college prospects in the nation. 

The top prospects from the 1985 crop? 

“We don’t give out many fours, but 
Aaron Emanuel (of Quartz Hill, Calif.) isa 
four,” Lascola said of the tailback who 
signed a letter of intent with Southern Cal- 
ifornia. ‘“He’s got great size—6-2, 200-plus 
pounds. He runs a legitimate 4.5, maybe 
faster. He doesn’t go down on the first hit; 
he can bust tackles. 

“He's a dominant force on the football 
field. He’s what you call a franchise play- 
ate 

Among other players Lascola ranked as 
a “four’ were halfback Brian Davis of 
Washington, Pa., now at Pittsburgh; line- 
backer Quintus McDonald of Montclair, 
N.J., now at Penn State, and defensive 
lineman Anthony Butts of Atlanta, now at 
Mississippi State. 

And for 1986? 

“I'd rather not get into that because at 
this point, it would be pure speculation as 
to who the best players are,” Lascola said, 
“and I don’t like to speculate.” 


Dave Cunningham is a sportswriter for the Long 
Beach Press-Telegram. 
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Oct. 26 ia Oct 76 Halve oe " Oct 26 Nebrask 24 
. : Oo}, 26 Holy Cros: 7 38 Noy 2. Oklahom: of 0 
Me i 8 BAYLOR UNIVERSITY 56.0) Nov 2 Harvard 10 24 ari grt yee = 
Nov 16 is Waco, Texas Grant Tealt Nor a Recrae et g s ; Nov. 16 Oklahom Sf 7 42 
Se Viyomingt ‘ lav. artmou 
a ag Sond i, : Georgia f y - 4 Nov, 23 Colomba ou. Nov. 23° Kansas StI ae 6 38 
betel pial ane ( Se ra Sept ‘21 Soule pal x BUCKNELL UNIVERSITY (55.0) COLORADO STATE UNIVERSITY (38:0) 
Sept if Michigan State : ot 5 7 Lewisburg, Pa. Curtis Fert Colitye Gene % son Fuller 
igs oe Nab phe : ‘ 7 Sept. 14 Carnegie-Melk 7 Sept. 7 Colorado J 
Sept, 21 Pacitic, California ‘ Orb 12 i i ‘ " 
Sept. 28 Southegy Cantorn 6 Oct 19 Sept, 21 Davidsont : Sapte Ls oleae eat a 
rid iS ee A, a Sept. 28 Northeastel 34 Sept. 2] Louisiana State! x 
et 695 UCLA 21 Oct 26 rs Sa 8 San Dievo St 
Oct. 12 Utaht - Noy 9 Oct. 5 Boston Unversi ‘ Sept. 2 n Diego 
Oct. 19. Utah Stat Noy {6 Oct. 12 New Hampshige 17 Oct. 5 Brigham Young’ 
ch “Zev Wastinat et é Now 2a Oct 19 Delawaret 2B Oct, 12 New Mexicos 
Nov. 2. Caiform “9 Liftle Rock, A Oct 26 Columbia ‘ Oct! 19 Air Force 
ae aldorma 4 PLittle Rock, Ark Nov. 2 Cotneltt i] Oct» 26 Wyominy 
ov. 9 Wasting! aT iz ly 
Se Nov. 9 Lafayett 3 Nov 2 Hawaw 
Nov. 16 Stanfordt 28 Nov 16 Legit es ff 1 Nav. 9° Sout 
Nov. 23  Arzonat® =, W 16 BETHUNE-COOKMAN (7.30) . Nov. 16 Utah 
ARKANSAS, UNIVERSITY OF (V3) Daytona Beach, Fla. e Larry Little CALIFORNIA, UNIVERSITY OF (23.0) Nov 23 Miami. Florids 
Fayetteville, Ark, Kep Hatfield Sept 7 Central Florida* 43° 22 Berkeley, Calif ° Kapp 
Sept. 14. Mississippi 4°44 Sept 14 Morgan Sta “Wt Aug. 31 SanJose Statet 33 COLUMBIA UNIVERSITY (0-9-0) 
Sept 21 Tulsat a) Sept. 21 Ni oe La id 6 Sept. 7. Washington Stat 33 New York, NY, im Garrett 
Sept 28 New Mex Sa’ x Sept. 28 Alabama A&ME® - S! Sept. 14 Oregon State +] Sept. 21 Harvardt 21°38 
Oct. 5 Texas Christiay 32 Oct. 5 Delaware Stet Ss; 1 38 Sept. 21 Anzonaty 23 Sept, 28 Lafayette, 14° 23 
Oct. 12 Texas Tech® rai 0 Oct 12 Georpa Sout p 43 Oct. 5 Missouri “ee Oct. 5 Pennsylvantat, 7 36 
Oct 19 Texa 18 24 Oct 26 South Carblina St 23 Oct. 12 Washi io Oct. 12. Princeton 4 38 
Oct. 26 Haw 3 Nov. 2 North Carolina A, 15 Oct. 19 Oregos 2 Oct. 19° Yalet 1 28 
Nov. “2 Ree 2% 6 Nov, 9 Tennessee Si 4) Oct. 26 UCL 7 Oct. 26 Bucknell Me | 
Nov 9 Baylorg* 9 Nov, 16 Morris Browg 2 28 Nov 2° Antona Stat 14 Nov. 2 Colgate 16 35 
Nov. 16 Texas AB! 28. 0 Nov 23° Flonda Aa! x Nov, 9 Souther 31 Nov. 9 Dartmouth; 9 41 
Nov. 23 Southern MetTics; 8 31 tlacksonville, Fla Nov, 23 Stanfor 27 Nov 16 Cornell 7 19 
Little Rock, Ark etampa, Fla tPortland, Ore Nov 23 Brown 14 28 
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Sept. 21 Lehigh 
Sepl—et—rrre 
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CONNECTICUT, UNIVERSITY OF (3-8-0) 
Storrs, Conn, s Tom Jackson 
Sept. 14 Northe: 


Boffo 213 


Oct. 5 New Hampshire 
Oct, 12 Delaware St, 


Oct. 19 Holy “zy 0 4 
Oct. 26 Main 10 13 
Nov 2 Massachusettst, 1 16 
Nov. 9 Boston Unive 1) 21 
Nov. 16 Rhode Ista G3 2 
CORNELL UNIVERSITY (27-0) 
Ithaca, N.Y, e faxie Bayghan 


Sept. 21 Pennsylvanra 
Sept. 28 Colgate 


Oct, 5 Lafayette res 
Oct, 12 Harvard 18 24 
Oct. 19 Brow 9) ly 
Oct, 26 Dartmou! 13 10 
Nov. 2) Buckne! 7 10 
Nov, 9 Yale 14 21 
Nov, 16 Columbia 19) 7 
Noy 23° Princeton 5 
DARTMOUTH COLLEGE (2-7-0) 
Hanover, NH. Joe Yukica 


Sept. 21 Princetont 17 2) 


Sept 28 New Hanipshire 38 
Oct, 5 Holy Crosst, 30 
Oct, 12 Golgatet X 
Oct. 19 Harvard ? 2 
Oct, 26 Cornell 10 13 
Nov, 2. Yalet 18 28 
Nov 9 Columb 4069 
Nov 16 Brownt 27 il 
Nov. 23 Pennsylvania 24 55 
DAVIDSON COLLEGE (2-8-0) 
Davidson, WC, es Vie Gatto 
Sept. 7 Western Carolina 45 
Sept 14 Gardner Webb: X 
Sept. 21 Bucknall”, 30 
Sept. 28 Newberr: 28 
Oct. 5 Furmant 55 
Oct, 12 Citad 37 
Oct 19 Pennsylvania 19 
Oct 26 James 28 
Novy, 2 Woffor 0 
Nov. 9 West Vir X 
Nov, 16 Catawba’ 0 15 
DELAWARE, UNIVERSITY (8-3-0) 
Newark, Del. e aymond 
Sept. 7 Rhode Isigni hy et 
Sept. 14 hay / eat! 
Sept. 21 Willia 23 
Sept. 28 Holy Cros: rook 
Oct, 5 West Ces 20 
Oct, 12 Boston U 27 
Oct, 19> Bucknell 8 9 
Oct 26 Lehigh 6 46 


Nov 2 Templetf, 19 
Noy. 9 Massachusett: = 14 
Nov. 16 Maine ar 77 
DELAWARE STATE COLLEGE (8-2-0) 
Dover, Del, 
Sept. 7 
Sept. 14 
Sept. 21 
Sept. 28 
Oct, 5 
Oct, 12 
Oct, 26 
Noy, 2 
Nov, 9 
Nov, 16 
Nov, 23 
+Philadelphia, Pe, - 
DRAKE UNIVERSITY 
Des Moines, lowa 
Aug. 31 
Sept. 7 
Sept. 14 
Sept 21 
Sept. 28 
Oct, 5 
Oct, 12 
Oct, 19 
Oct. 26 
Nov 2 
Nov, 9 
DUKE UNIVERSITY (2-9-0) 
Durham, N.C. . 
Sept. 7. Northwesternt 
Sept. 14 West Virgin 


Sept. 21 Ohio i 
Oct. 5 Virgw 0 38 
Oct, 12 South Car 21 
Oct. 19 Clemsont 54 
Oct. 26 Maryla 4g 
Nov. 2 Georgia Tech | 
Nov. 9 Wake Fores 20 
Nov. 16 North Caroli 13 
Nov, 23 North Caroli 16 17 
EAST CAROLINA UNIVER: (2.9.0) 


Greenville, N.C. . Art Bak 
Sept. 7 North Carolina Sta 
Sept, 14 Southwest Tex: 


Sept. 21 Penn Stale x 
Sept. 28 Templet* 17 
Oct, 5 Miami, Fi x 
Oct. 1% Southwest-Lous 42 
Oct. 26 South Caroli 42 
Noy 2 Southern Mi v 


Nov 9 Auburn -S gr S 
Nov. 16 Tul 20 31 
Dec. 7 Louisand State* ik 


EAST TENNESSEE STATE UNIVERSITY (6-5-0) 
Johnson City, Tenn, ° 
Sept. 7 James Madisont 
Sept. 21 Tennessee-Chatt 
Sept, 28 
Oct, 5 
Oct. 12 
Oct, 19 
Oct, 26 
Nov. 2 
Nov 9 
Nov 16 
Noy. 23 


EASTERN ILLINOIS UNIVERSITY (6-50) 
Charleston, It. - e Al Molde 


Sept. 7 Northeast Missouri 7 
Sept 14 Indiana State Pees) 24 
Sept 21 Sagmaw-Valle’ x 
Sept. 28 Southern tilings m 48 
Oct. 5 Kansa: x 
Oct, 12 limos Sty . uM 
Oct. 19 Southwest 29 
Oct, 26 Western Illinow 0 
Nov. 2 Northern Michypa x 
Nov. 9 Northern lowers 7 
Nov, 16 . Western Kentuchg 19 
EASTERN KENTUCKY UNIVERSITY (8-3-0) 
Richmond, Ky. Roy Kidd 


Sept. 7 Astont 22 21 


Sept. 28 Youngstow 7 
Oct. 5 Austin Pei 3 
Oct, 12 Middle TenneSsee 2 
Oct, 19 Central Flor 4 
Oct, 26 Western Ki 7 
Nov, 2) Murray St 4 
Nov. 9 Tennessee Tec} 14 
Nov 16 Morehead_S} 3B 
Nov, 23  Lowsvill x 
EASTERN MICHIGAN UNIVERSITY (2-7-2) 
Ypsilanti, Mich. e Jim Harkema 
Sept. 7 Youngstown Stal 31 
Sept. 21 Akron™ x 
Sept. 28 ent State 18 
Oct. § Toledot’ 7 
Oct 12 Bowl 35 
Oct. 19° Ohe 16 
Oct. 26 Centra 16 


Nov, 2 Ball Stal 17 
Nov. 9 Northern IMin 
Nov. 16 Miami, Ohiot, 
Nov 23 Western Michigal 


EASTERN WASHINGTON UNIVERSITY (7.2.1) 


Cheney, Wash. . Dich Zornes 
Sept. 7 Chico Statet* aris 
Sept. 14 Weber State* W of 
Sept. 21 Montana State 2) 16 
Sept. 28 Northern Arizonat* a0. e 
Oct. 12 Nevada-Reno 21 35 
Oct. 19 Long Beach State 4 4 
Nov. 2 idaho* 32 25 
Nov. 16 Montanat 14 14 
Nov, 23 Waho State™ 41 23 
FLORIDA, BNIVERSITY OF (91.1) 
Gainesville, Fla. Galen Hall 
Sept. 7 Miami, Fl 2 
Sept, 14  Rulgers x 
Sept. 28 Mississippr 12 
Oct. 5 Louisiana Stat ray 
Oct. 12  Tennes: 0 
Oct. 19 Southwe x 
Oct. 26 Virgina x 
Nov 2 Aubur | 
Nov, 9 Georgia 220 
Noy. 16 Kentuckyty 2 17 
Nov. 30 Florida State! 7 
Jacksonville, Fla. 

FLORIDA A&M UNIVERSITY (3-7-1) 


Tallahassee, Fla. e 
Aug. 31 Kentucky Statet 
Sept. 7 Georgia Souther 
Sept. 21 Youngstown State’ 
Sept. 28 Tennessee Statet* 
Oct § Albany State, 


Oct. 12 Jackson States’ 10 
Oct. 19 Morris 33°12 
Oct. 26 Tusk Wis 
Nov. 2 Alcorn Stat 5! 
Nov. 16 Southern Unrver 28 
Nov, 23  BethunaCook x 
tlacksonville, Hat 

eMiami, Fla 

§Tampa, Fla 

FLORIDA STATE UNIVERSITY (73-1) 
Tallahassee, Fla. Bob 

Sept. 7” Tulane®s 


Sept, 14 Nebraska 
Sept 21 Memphis SUMé 
Sept. 28 Kansas’ 
Oct. 12 Auburn 
Oct. 19 -Tusatag 

Oct. 26 North Carotigg 
Nov. 2 Miami, Flonda 
Nov. 9 South Carolina 
Nov 16 Western Carolinaé 
Nov. 30 Flonda 


FRESNO STATE UNIVERSITY (BD) 
Fresno Calif, 
Sept, 14 Nevada-Las. 
Sep! 21 Oregon St 

Sept. 28 California-P; 


Oct. 5 Haw 

Oct. 12 San JoseSfatet* 

Oct, 19° New 

Oct, 26 Utah SI 

Nov. 2 Fullerton State = 20 
Nov 9 Pacific, Calfor 24 
Nov. 16 Long Beach Sta 1 
Nov. 23 Wichita Statet eat 


FULLERTON, CALIFORNIA STATE U. (1bbO) 


Fullerton, Calif. ° Gene Murphy 

Sept. 7 Montana imate | 

Sept. 14 Nevada-Ri M4 

Sept, 21 Wyoming x OK 

Oct, 5 San Jose Staie 21 
It 


Oct. 12 Utah Sta 2716 
Oct. 19 Nevada-Las 20 26 
Nov 2, Fresno Stat 0 1) 
Nov. 9 New Mexico S| ESM 0 
Nov. 16 Northern Anizo Cae 
Nov. 23 Long Beach Sta 28 
Nov. 30 Pacific, Calttorn es RD 
FURMAN UNIVERSITY (8-3-0) 
Greenville, S.C. . i i 


Sept 7 South a 
Sept. 14 Newberr 
Sept. 21 Western C. 


Sept. 28 North Carolina 
Oct, 5 Davdso 


Oct. 12 28 
Oct. 19 16 
Oct. 26 Y 21 
Noy 2 , 
Nov, 16 14 
Nov. 23 21 
GEORGIA, UNIVERSITY OF (7-40) 
Athens, Ga. ince Dooley 


Sept. 14 Baylort, 


Sept. 21 Clemsa 23 
Sept. 28 South Car af) 17 
Oct, 5 Alabamat, 4 14 
Oct, 12 Mississip & 12 
Oct. 19 Vanderbilt 62 35 
Oct, 26 Kentuckyt SF) iF 
Nov, 2 Tulanet tes 
Nov, 9 Florida’ - 0 27 


Nov 16 Auburnt 
Nov, 30 Georgia 
+Jachsonville, Fla. 
Jackson, Miss. 


GEORGIA SOUTHERN (83.0) 
Statesboro, Ga. . Erskine Russell 
Sept. 7 Florida ARM$* 4 0 


Sept, 14 Middle Tennessee PAGS *2 
Sept. 21 Trov State* 

Sept. 28 Tennessee-Chatt. 
Oct. 5 Tennessee Techt 
Oct. 12 Bethun 


Oct. 26 Newber 16 
Nov, 2 James Mad 1 
Nov. 9 Central Flori 28 
Nov 16 East Tennessee Stat 20 


Nov. 23 South Carolina St 30 x 
Flacksonville, Fla 


GEORGIA TECH UNIVERSITY * (6-41) 
Atlanta, Ga. ° Curry 
Sept. 14 North Car, E 27 
Sept. 21 Virginvat, 20 
Sept, 28 Clemson 28 21 
Oct. 5 North Caron: 7 24 
Oct. 12 Western f, x 
Oct 19 Auburn 48 
Oct. 26 Tenness 21. 24 
ba : Duke 3 

ov. Tennessec- Y 
Nov, 16 Wake Forest AG 24 C7 
Nov. 30 Georgiat 3 18 
GRAMBLING STATE UNIVERSITY (7-4-0) 


Nov. 16 South Carolina t 
Nov, 23 Southern University§ 31... 29 
+Shreveport, La 


Dallas, Tex 

§New Orleans, La 

HARVARD UNIVERSITY (5-4-0) 
Cambridge, Mass. Joseph Restic 
Sept. 21 Columbia’ 3% 2) 
Sept. 28 Masai x ok 
Oct. .5 Wilk cay 
Oct. 12 . Cornel 24 18 
Oct, 19 Dartmouth rae od 
Oct. 26 Prince| 7 15 
Nov, 2 Brown 24 10 
Nov. 9 Holy Cros Os m4 


Nov 16 Pennsylygniat 7 #8 
Nov. 23 Yale 27 30 
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HAWAI, UNIVERSITY OF (7-40) 


Honolulu, Hawaii o 


Aug. 31 Kansast x 
Sept 14 Utaht é uv 
Sept. 21 Long Bea: -F Ww 
Sept, 28 Bngham Young « 

Oct, 5 Fresno Stal a 16 
Oct, 12° Wyord A x 28 
Oct. 19° Pacilic Ti R ¥ 
Oct % by? Mexio - 13 
Noy, olorado Stgtems 3 10 
Nov, 23 Air Force® i ae » * 
Nov, 30 San Diego State® 16 10 
Dec. 7 Texas-£l Paso F724 20 
Melbourne, Australia 

HOLY CROSS COLLEGE (8-3-0) 
Worcester, Mass. Carter 
Sept. 14 Colgatet’ 42.27 
Sept aH Nassachise 7 
Sept tawar eM 
Oct. 5  Oartrpoul i 1H 20 
Oct. 12 Yal ik: 
Oct 19 Conne = 4 60 
Oct, 26 Brown 3817 
Nov. 2 Army yous 
Nov, 9 Harval = 14 
Nov, 16 Boston Universit = 16 
Nov, 23 Boston Colleges 0 45 


HOUSTON, UNIVERSITY OF (7-4-0) 


Houston, Texas 


Sept 
Sept 
Sept 
Oct. 
Oct 

Oct 

Oct 

Nov. 
Nov 
Nov 
Nov 


7 


usa : 
Washingt 


3 Me 3 26 
Little Roch, Ark 


HOWARD UNIVERSITY (2-80) 


Washington, D.C. 


Sept 
Sept 
Sept 
Sept. 
Oct 
Oct 
Nov. 
Nov 
Nov 


+Portland, Me. 


IDAHO, UNIVERSITY OF (6-5-0) 
Moscow, Idaho n 

Sept. 7 Oregon Stat 

Sept. 14 Mankato State 

Sept, 21 Northern Ariz 

Sept. 28 Nevada-Ren, 

Oct. 5 Portland Stat 

Oct. 12 Weber SI 

Oct, 19 Montana 

Oct, 26 Idaho Stat 

Nov. 2 Eastern Was 32 
Nov. 9 Montana Sta g 3 
Noy. 23 Boise Stat = hid: 
IDAHO STATE UNIVERSITY (5-6-0) 
Pocatello, Idaho * fim Koetter 
Sept. 7 Northern Cotorada x 
Sept 14 x 
Sept. 2) ‘ 
Oct, 5 15 
Oct, 12 3 
Oct, 19 6 
Oct. 26 45 
Noy, 2 26 
Nov, 9 29 
Nov, 16 22 
Nov, 23 Al 
ILLINOIS, UNIVERSITY OF (7-4-0) 
Champaign, lit. e Mike White 
Sept. 7 Southern California x 
Sept, 14 Southern x 
Sept. 21 Nebrask x 
Oct - Obw Stat 45 
Oct. 12 Purdue 

Oct, 19 Michigan » 
Oct, 26 Wisconsu — [Ss 22 «6 
Nov. 2 Michi 18 26 
Nov. 9 iowa 16 21 
Noy. 16 Indiana = ce 
Nov 23  Northwester -a4 16 
ILLINOIS STATE UNIVERSIFY (5-6-0) 
Normal, lil. e Otolski 
Sept. 7 Western tno 4° 28 
Sept. 14 Southwest Missdr XS 
Sept 21 Wayne State, Mich x 
Sept. 28 Central Florid 28 
Oct, 5 Southern iilino! a 

Oct, 12 Eastern lilinois 

Oct. 19 West Texas Stabatey SP" k 
Oct. 26 Drake? 2a 0 
Nov. 2. Norltérn | a. x 
Nov. 9 Wichita State Fiy 0 
Noy. 16 Indiana State ¢4/ 719 
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INDIANA UNIVERSITY 
Bloomington, Ind. 


Sept 
Sept 
Sept 
Oct 
Oct 
Oct 
Oct 
Nov. 
Nav 
Nov 
Noy 


14 
a 
28 

5 
12 
19 
26 

2 

9 
16 
23 


Lourswillet 


INDIANA STATE UNIVERSITY (9-20) 


Terre Haute, ind. e Dennis 


Sept 
Sept 
Sept 
Sept 
Oct 

Oct. 
Oct 

Nov 
Noy 
Nov 


Pindanapolis, Ind 


7 
14 
21 
28 


St, Cloud Stat 
Eastern IMinors. 


OWA, UNIVERSITY OF (7-41) 


lowa City, lowa 


Sept. 14 Draket i 
Sept 21 Norther ‘ 
Sept 28 Jowa Stat 21 
Oct, 5 Michigan vi 
Oct. 12) Weseonsin, 16 
Oct, 19 Michig: antes Q 
Oct. 26 Northwest 3 
Nov, 2 Ohi Stato OR =F 26 45 
Nov. 9 Iitinoss: acd 2116 
Nov 16 Purdu - 40 3 
Nov 23 Minnesole ff 17 23 
(OWA STATE UNIVERSITY (2-7-2) 
Ames, lowa lim Cri 
Sept 14 

Sept. 21 Vanderbilt 

Sept. 28 

Oct. 5 Drake 

Oct. 12 Kansas’ 

Oct, 19 Colorado: 

Oct. 26 O 

Nov, 2) Missoury 4 14 
Nov, 9 Nebraskale = 0 44 
Noy. 16° Kansas Stat Pot 
Nov 23 Oklahoma Stat -, i016 
JACKSON STATE UNIVERSITY (4-5-1) 
Jackson, Miss. e W.C, Gorden 
Sept. 7 Alabama State 7 
Sept, 14 Tennessee § 4 
Sept. 21 Prairie View 14 
Sept, 28 Mississippi Va 49 
Oct. 22 Flora 10 
Oct. 19 Souther KT 
Oct, 26. Grambii 19 
Nov. 9% Morgan State 4 
Nov. 16 Texas Souther 47) 0 
Nov. 24 Alcorn Statet* 13° «17 
$Miarmi, Fla 

JAMES MADISON UNIVERSITY (6-5-0) 
Harrisonburg, Va, . rycki 
Sept, 7 East Tennessee: Stat 9 
Sept, 14 Morehead Sta! 28 
Sept 21 Liberty Baptis! 43 
Sept, 28° Wiliam & 20 
Oct, 5 Richmond: 43 
Oct 12° Lafayette, i 
Oct, 19° Appalar 4 
Oct. 26 Davidsoy 7 
Nov. 2 Georgia Souity f +x 
Nov. 9 Virginia Militar 21 M7 
Noy. 23 Towson State 24 14 
Norfolk; Va 

KANSAS, UNIVERSITY OF (5-6-0) 
Lawrence, Kan, i tttried 
Aug. 31 Hawail* 1 
Sept 14 Vandertultt 4) 
Sept, 21 Indiana State x 
Sept 28 Florida Stat 42 
Oct, 5 Easter x 
Oct, 12 lowa 14 
Oct, 18 Kansas Sta 24 
Oct’ 28 “Bktahoma.St 47 
Noy. 2 Oklahoma, 1 
Nov. 9 Coloradot. 27 
Nov. 16 Nebrask: 4) 
Nov 23° Missourr 21 
KANSAS STATE UNIVERSITY (37-1) 
Manhattan, Kan. iy Dickey 
Sept, 7 Wichita Statet, , 
Sept 14 Northern lows ‘ 
Sept, 2] Texas Christian 42 
Sept, 28 North Texas Stal x 
Oct. 5 Oklahoma, 24 
Qet, 19 Kansas 7 
Oct 26 Missour 61 
Nov 2 Nebrask: 62 
Nov 9 Oklahoma a 
Nov. 16 fowa State 7 
Nov. 23 Colorado, 3% 6 
KENT STATE ues (47-0) 
Kent, Ohio Dick vey 
Sept, 14 Seon a 
Sept, 21 


Oct 


5 


Syracuse 
Sept. 28 Eastern hao 


Central Michigan gy 


Oct, 12 
Oct. 19 
Oct. 26 
Nov. 2 
Nov 9 
Noy 16 


Noy. 23 
KENTUCKY, UNIVERSITY OF (8-3-0) 
Lexington, Ky. ° Jerry Claiborne 


Sept 14° Bowling | 
Sept 21 Tulanet 
Sept 28 Cincinnatr 
Oct, 5 Clemsont 
Oot, 12 Mississipp: Ste 
Oct, 19 Lowsrana Sta! 
Oct. 26 Georgy 


Nov 2. East Tes 


Noy 9 Vanderbil 27 18 
Nov. 16 Florida 17 2 
Nov. 23 Tendess 17 12 
LAFAYETTE COLLEGE (5-5-0) 
Easton, Pa, Bil Russo 


Sept, 14 
Sept, 21 
Sept. 28 
Oct. 5 
Oct, 12 
Oct, 19 


Sept. 7 
Sept. 14 Praine View 
Sept. 21 Southwest Te 
Sept. 28 Rice - 
Oct, 12 Northeast Louis: 


Oct, 19° Texas: Alingtogf 13 
Oct, 26 Sam Houston Sts 27 
Nov 2 Louisiana Te , 22 
Noy. 9 North Texas Sta 6 
Nov. 16 Arkansas State fa 37, 
Nov. 23 McNeese States 34 
LEHIGH UNIVERSITY (5-6-0) 
Bethlehem, Pa. i 


Sept. 14° Indiana,-Pen 
Sept. 21 Connecticu! 
Sept 28 Princeto 
Oct. 5 Colgate 
Oct. 12 Rhode Isisndi 

Oct 19 ‘New Ham: B/ 
Oct 26 Dean 
Nov. 2 William & Mar 
Nov 9 West Ches 

Nov. 16 Bucknell 
Nov, 23  Latayett 
LONG BEACH, CALIFORNIA STATE U. (47-0) 
Long Beach, Calif, 
Sept. 7 Utah ehh 
Sept 14 San Diego 
Sept. 21 Hawai 


= 
we 
4 
—nme 
SRa 


Sept Nevad i 4] 
Oct Borse Stal ‘ 
Oct, 12° Tul 1 
Oct. 19 Ea x 
Oct, 26 New Mexico St AA 13 
Noy 2. Pacific, Calitorars e704 22 
Nov. 9 San Jose S! 42 
Nov 16 20 
Nov 23 42 

(8-21) 


Sept i 
Oct 5. florida 
Oct, 12 Vander 


Oct, 19 Kentucky’ 10 
Nov. 2 Mississippi 29 
Nov 9 Alabama 4 
Nov. 16 Mississippi 5! 4 16 
Nov 23 Notre Dame gir. 22-30 
Nov 30  Tulane* 33°15 
Dec, 7 East Carolinat* rw 
PJackson, Miss 

LOUISIANA TECH AQiMERSITY (7-4-0) 
Ruston, La. * Al ams 


Sept. 7 Southern Micession 
Sept. 14 Southwest Louisra 
Sept. 21 West Texas SI 
Sept, 28 Southeastern Lotta 
Oct. 5 North Texas St 
Oct. 12 McNeese Stat 
Oct. 19 Arkansas State 
Oct. 26 Northwest Lous; 
Nov. 2 Lamar 
Nov. 9 Northeast Lo, 
Nov. 16 Texas:Arlingtor 
Shreveport. la 
LOUISVILLE, UNIVERSITY OF (2-5-0) 
Louisville, Ky. 
Sept. 7 West Vir 
Sept. 14 indiana 
Sept, 2) Western 
Sept, 28 Housto! 
Oct 5 Syracuse 
Oct, 12 Southern 
Oct. 15. Cincinnatr 
Oct, 26 | Mami, Flofid 
Nov. 2 Cental’ Flor x 
Nov 9 Virginia ey 
Noy 23 Eastern Kentuck 
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MAINE, UNIVERSITY OF (5-6-0) 
Orono, Me. 

Sept. 7 Nowardt 

Sept, 14 American tn 

Sept, 21 Rhode Islan: 

Sept, 28 Boston Univers 

Oct, 45 Central Connect 

Oct 12 Richmondt 

Oct. 19° Massachusi 

Oot. 26 Connecticul 

Nov. 2 Northeastern 

Nov. 9 New Hampstir 

Nov. 16 Delaware 

Portland, Me 

MARSHALL UNIVERSITY (6-5-0) 
Huntington, W. Va. ° Stan Parrish 
Aug, 31 West Virginia Tecty 10 
Sept. 7 Morehead States 6 
Sept. 14 Oho#! x 
Sept. 2) Easter! ‘ 
Sept, 28 Citadel 28 
Oct. 5 Westen 30 
Oct 12 Furmgg 48 
Oct. 19° Virginia Militar ‘ 
Nov, 2 Tennessee-Chatt \7 
Nov. 9 East Tennessee 28 
Nov, 16 Appatactvan Stat Sa 
MARYLAND, UNIVERSITY OF (8-30) 
College Park, Md. . Bobby Ross 
Sept. 7 Penn Statey ve} 
Sept. 14 Boston Colt ‘ 
Sept, 21 West Viegini lt 
Sept. 28 Michigan x 
Oct. 5 Novth Car ai 
Oct 19 Wake i 
Oct. 26 Duk / 
Nov. 2 North 23 
Nov. 9 Miami, El 40 
Nov. 16 Clamso) 23 
Nov, 29° Virgynia’ if 45 34 
+Baltimore. Md 

MASSACHUSETTS, UNIVERSITY OF (3-6-0) 
Amherst, Mass. 

Sept. 7 Morgan Staté 

Sept. 14 Richmond* 

Sept. 21 Holy Cross i> fs 
Sept 28  Harvar x 

Oct. 5 Rhode 9 

Oct. 12 Northeastern, ——s se | 
Oct, 19 Namie, 20 
Oct, 26 Buston Uni x3 
Nov, 2  Connecticul 21 
Nov, 9 Delaware 27 
Nov, 16° New Hampsfir 10 
McNEESE STATE UNIVERSITY (131) 
Lake Gharles, La, ° McCann 
Sept. 7 Southeastern Louisian 

Sept. 14 Northwest Louisiar 

Sept. 21 Nicholls Stat 

Sept. 28 Arkansas Stal 16 
Oct 12 Louisiana Tech 4 
Oct. 19 Southwest Texas 4 
Oct, 26 North Texas ae 7 
Nov. 2 Northeast | 19 
Nov. 9 Texas: “wingtongf 24 
Nov. 16 Soilt sian 7 
Nov. 23 et 414 
MEMPHIS STATE nt (5-5-1) 


$Ballimore, Md. 


MIAMI UNIVERSITY (4-7-0) 
Oxford, Ohio Tin Rose 
Sept. 14 Ball State <f ae 
Sept. 21 Bowling G 4] 
Sept. 28 Oklahoma ‘ 
Oct 5 Ohio 19. 24 
Oct, 12 rae | 0 
Get, 19 Western Michigan - 17 


- 
Central Michigaidiag od 9 10 
ha! 3 
: ei 
fo 3 % 

(6-5-0) 
Bo Schembechler 


- 
Oct, 19 lowa bay 0 26 
Oct, 26. indiana Oe la 6 
Wirwns: 18 


Wisconsin E 20 


MIDDLE TENNESSEE STATE UNIVERSITY (4-2-0) 
Murfreesboro, Tenn. 
Sept. 7 Lenoir Rhyne’ 
Sept. 14 Georgra Southt 
Sept, 21 Jacksonville Stat 
Sept. 28 Morehead St 
Oct 12 Eastern Kent 
Oct 19 Murray. Sta 
Oct, 26 Austin Pe 
Nov. 2 Youngstown State 


Nov. 9 Western Kentuck 
Nov. 16 Akron* Ze 


Nov. 23 Tennessee Tecty 10 
MINNESOTA, UNIVERSITY OF 47.0) 
Minneapolis, Minn. ou Holte 


Sept 14 Wichita Stat 
Sept, 21 Montanat 
Sept. 28 Oklathiomat™ 
Oct 5 Purduet@ 
Oct, 12 NorthweMe iy 31 


Oct, 19 Indian 24 

Oct, 26 Ohio State 2 3§ 

Nov. 2 Michigan S! 3 20 

Noy 7 14 

Nov 7 3h 

7 

(4-61) 

ewer 

6 

14 

A 

la 

Oct. § Auburn 17 

Oct. 12 Georgiat* 18 

Oct, 26 Vanderbit v 

Nov. 2 Lowisiana 32 

Nov. 9 Notre Dam x 

Noy. 16 Tennessee al 

Nov. 23 MussissippPSt3te a 
fackson, Miss. i 

MISSISSIPP! STATE UNIVERSITY (4-7-0) 

Mississippi State, Miss. s tard 

Sept. 7 Arkansas Stat x 

Sept. 14 Syracuse’ fl i 


Sept. 21 Southern 
Sept. 28 Flondat 
Oct. 5 Memphis State 
Oct, 12 Kentucky* 


Oct 19 Tulanet "SPs 3 
Oct, 26 Auburn ge se 1 24 
Nov, 2 Alaba 00 24 
Nov. 16 Lousiana Stal 6 14 
Nov, 23 Mississipi 3 24 


tackson, Miss 


MISSISSIPPI VALLEY ST. UNIVERSITY = (9-1-0) 
ita Bena, Miss. ° Archie Cooley 


Aug. 31 Southern Live) A> 
Sept. 7 Alabama A&Me x 


Sept. 28 Jackson Stat 49 32 
Oct, 19, Grambling State’ 46 
Oct, 26 Texas Souther ¥ 


Nov, 2. Prairie View! 

Nov, 10 Alcorn Statet 8 F 
Noy, 16 Alabama Se Sees 

Nov, 23 North Carolina A 

}lackson, Mos. 


Birmingham, Ala, 
SHouston, Ter. 


MISSOURI, UNIVERSITY OF (3-7-1) 
Columbia, Mo. Woody Widenhofer 
Sept. 14 Northwest x 
Sept. 21 Texas* i 
Sept. 28 Indiana me yt 
Oct, § Califormat Ff x 
Oct. 12 Colorado 920 E 
Oct, 19 Nebraska 23° (33 
Oct. 26 Kansas. 61 21 
Nov. 2 lowa States “4 ot 
Nov, 9 Oklahomat 7 49 
Nov, 16 Oklahoma Sta 133i 
Nov, 23 Kansai 2) 35 
MONTANA, UNIVERSITY OF (2-4-1) 


Missoula, Mont. e L 


Sept. 7 Fullerton Stat ‘ 

Sept. 21 Minaesata eT. 

Sept. 28 ‘Portland S| 17 16 
8 


7 
Oct, 5 Nevada Reno pana sd 
os 


Oct, 12 Idaho State eer 43 
Oct, 19 Te 5 40 
Oct, 26 Montana Sta 4 


Nov. 2 Weber State f 47 
Nov, 9 Boise Stater, P- 

Nov, 16 Eastern Washingtdies ly 14 
Nov, 23 Northern Arizona 24 
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1985 College Schedules 


MONTANA STATE UNIVERSITY (9-2-0) 
Bozeman, Mont. Dave Arnold 
Sept. 7 Portland Sta 22 
Sept. 14 Eastern Oregan 1 
Sept, 21 Eastern Wastin, 

Sept 28 Borsé Sta 

Oct. 5 Weber State 

Oct, 12 Northern, Ari 

Oct. 19 Idaho State® 

Oct. 26 Montana 

Nov. 2 Nevada-Ren 

Nov. 9 Wahot@~: 

Nov. 16 Washington Stat, eee 
MOREHEAD STATE UNIVERSIT (2-9-0) 
Morehead, Ky. e Bill Baldridge 
Sept 7 Marshalit @, 40 
Sept. 14 James 8 
Sept. 21 ‘Salen 1 
Sept. 28 Middle se 42 
Oct. 5 Murray Stat 58 
Oct. 12 Austin Peay’ 21 
Oct. 19 oy ad 27 
Oct, 26 Tennessee Te 4 
Nov, 2 Western Kentuc 3 
Nov. 16 Eastern Kentuck: 48 
Nov, 22 Youngstown State™ Re I 
MURRAY STATE UNIVERSITY (32.0) 
Murray, Ky. 

Sept. 7 Southeast Missoul 

Sept. 14 Memphis State 

Sept. 28 Tennessee Tec! 

Oct. 5 Morehead Stal 

Oct. 12 Akro 

Oct 19 Middle Ten! - 

Oct. 26 Southwest Miss Lad 

Nov, 2 €aStern Kent 27 
Nov, 9 Austin Peay 13 
Nov, 16 


NEBRASKA, UNIVERSITY OF 


Army? ize 


+Philadelphia, Pa 


Kansast 
Nov. 23 Oklahoma, Te ue 
NEVADA-LAS VEGAS, UNIVERSITY OF (10-20) 
Las Vegas, Nev. ° Harvey Hyde 
Sept 7 Tennessee Tech 4 i 
Sept. 14 Fresno State’ 7 13 
Sept. 21 Wisconsing t x 
Sept. 28 Long Beach 23 
Oct 5 Utah State 20 
Oct. 12  Pacitic, Caltorugt* 21 
Oct. 19 Fullerton sul 20 
Oct’ 26 Southwest b i X 
Nov. 1 New Mexico Stater* 28 21 
Nov. 16 Nevada-Reno Bred 
Nov. 23 San Jose Stat 30 «15 
NEVADA-RENO; UNIVERSITY OF (7-4-0) 
Reno, Nev, - r Chris Ault 
Sept. 7 Northridge Stat 
Sept, 14 Fullerton Stat 
Sept. 21 Boise State: 
7- Sept. 28  Idahi 
Oet, & Monta 
Oct. 12 Eastern Wi 
Oct. 19 Weber Stat 
Oct. 26 Northern Arifo 
Nov. 2 Montana Sta 
Nov. 9 Idaho State’ 
Nov. 16 Nevada-Las Vega’ ee | 
NEW HAMPSHIRE, UNIVERSITY OF (9-2.0) 
Durham, NH. e Bid Bowes 
Sept. 14 Lafayettet Al ah 
Sept, 21 Boston UniFersit 21 
Sept, 28 Dartmou! i0 
Oct. 5 Connecticut 12 
Oct. 12 Bucknell 16 
Oct. 19 Lehi 10 
Oct. 26 Northeaster 2 
Nov. 2 Rhode 12 
Nov. 9 ian Pg 13 
Nov. 16 Massachusetts 14 
NEW MEXICO, UNIVERSITY (4-8-0) 
Albuquerque, N.M. Joe Lee Dunn 
Sept. 7 Texas Tech 9 2b 
Sept. 14 New Mexico"Sta 1 
Sept, 28 Air Forcet 23 
Oct. 5 Nebraska x 
Oct. 12 Colorado Statet' 16 
Oct. 19 Brigham You 48 
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Oct. 26 Hawait A i Ay 
Nov, 2 Terasi PR at 7 
Nov. 3) Utah iy br 14 38 
Noy, 16 Wyomingt 21.59 
Nov. 23. San Diego Stil OT Pade 37 
NEW MEXICO STATE UNIVERSITY (2-9-0) 
Las Cruces, NM. Fred Zechman 
Sept. 7 San Jose State’ 14 
Sept, 14 New Mexcot 61 
Sept, 21 Texas-l Pa: 16 
Sept. 28 Arkansas x 
Oct. 5 Pacific, 21 
Oct, 19 Fresno Stat 4 §3 
Oct, 26 Long Beach Stal - 43 
Nov. 1 Nevada-las Verars zt 28 
Nov, 4» Fullerton Stat 20 
Nov. 16° West Texas Sti 2L 
Nov. 23  Uath Stal i 
tLittle Rock, Ark 

NICHOLLS STATE UNIVERSITY (6-5-0) 
Thibodaur, La. William Jackson 


Sept 
Sept 
Sept 
Oct, 
Oct 

Oat 

Oct 

Nov 
Noy 
Nov. 
Nov. 


NORTH CAROLINA, UNIVERSITY OF 
Chapel Hill, N.C. . 


Sept 
Sept 
Sept 
Oct 
Oct 
Oct 
Oct 
Nov 
Nov 
Nov 
Nov 


NORTH CAROLINA A&T STATE UNIV. 
Greensboro, N.C. . 


Sept 
Sept 
Sept 
Sept 
Oct 

Oct 

Oct 

Nov 
Nov 
Nov 


$Philadelphva, Pa 


NORTH CAROLINA STATE UNIVERSITY 
Raleigh, N.C. 


Sept 
Sept 
Sept 
Sept 
Oct. 
Oct 

Oct 

Oct. 
Nov 
Nov 
Nov 


NORTH TEXAS STATE UNIVERSITY 


Denton, Texas ° Corky Nelson 

Sept, 7 Northwest Loursiart 

Sept, 14 Ohiahoma State* 1 

Sept, 21 Texas Tech’ ‘ 

Sept, 28 Kansas Stat 5 ; 
1 


4 


7 
14 
28 

7 
12 
19 
26 

2 

9 
16 
23 


7 
4 
21 


7 


Southwest Missouxsypeces oo 
Southeastern Lowssia 

(551) 
Dick Crum 
30 33 


Navy ze 
Lousiana State 


(2-8-0) 
Maurice Forte 
Oelaware Statet 


Wake Fores 
Furman 
Marylandt 
Pitlsburgh 


North Ca ee + Tile i 

Clemsoy 4 35 
South =f, 28 35 
Virginia 0 45 
Duke = 3 16 


(29.0) 


Oct, 5 Lousiana Tec 

Oct, 12 Arkansas State 

Oct. 19 Texas Christia bd 34 
Oct. 26 McNeese Stat hi 
Nov. 9 na MO 10 
Nov 16 Northeast Loursian: 3 
Nov. 23 Texas-Arlingtor 0 22 
NORTHEASTERN UNIVERSITY (3:70) 
Boston, Mass. Paul Pawlak 
Sept 14 Connecticut es s 
Sept. 28 Buchnell* = 34°33 
Oct. 5 Youngsto’ ae, &* ‘ 
Oct, 12 Massachuset a7 j 
Oct. 19 Richmoi wr 19 
Oct. 26 New Hay 2 33 
Nov. 2 Mamet, 4 7 20 
Nov. -9 Rhode Isiai = 22 30 
Noy 16 Delaware Stajew = 35 
Nov 23 ” Springtieldt, (=) 29 «O88 
NORTHEAST LOUISIANA UNIVERSITY (7-4-0) 
Monroe, La. e t Collins 
Sept. 14 Delta State ee 
Sept. 21 Texas A&M", x x 
Sept. 28 Nicholls Statet 6 
Oct 5 Northwest Loui 27 
Oct. 12 4 14 
Oct. 19 Souttfedster 15 
Oct, 26  Texas-Ariing f) 7 9 
Nov. 2 McNeese Stale 9 3 
Nov. 9 ‘Louisiana Tec! Z 10 
Nov 16 North Tex 10 
Noy, 23  Arkansag Stat 38 


NORTHERN ARIZONA UNIVERSITY (4-60) 
Flagstaff, Ariz. ° Larry Kentera 
Aug 31 North nsast fi 

Sept. 7 South Dakota S#te 

Sept. 21 idaho 

Sept 28 Easter? 

Oct. 5 Idaho Stat 

Oct. 12 Montana 

Oct. 19 Boise State gp 4 
Oct. 26 NevadaRene 0 37 
Nov. 9 Weber Stat | 
Nov. 16 Fullerton State 134 
Nov. 23 Montang gpa 2 18 
NORTHERN ILLINOIS UNIVERSITY (461) 
De Kalb, i 2 Jerry Pettibone 
Sept 7 Western Micby 15 
Sept. 14 Wiston 27 
Sept. 21 fowa Cy x 
Sept. 28 Northweé ‘ 
Oct 5 Ball Stat 4 15 
Oct. 19 Toledot 7 43 
Oct. 26 Miami, 01 20 
Nov. 2 Bowling Green 6 28 
Nov 9 ie am 10 410 
Nov. 15 Ohot, 3 0 
Nov. 23. Centra in./-So 7 
NORTHERN IOWA (9-20) 
Cedar Falls, lowa jarrell Mudra 
Sept. 7 Drake ¥: 33° 28 
Sept 14 Kansas Male’ ‘ 
Sept. 21 Southwest Mi 10 
Sept, 28 “Delaware St ‘ 
Oct. 5 Western iitinot 

Oct 12 indiana Statet 

Oct 26 Youngstown i, 6 
Nov. 2 Hhnodis Stat oe 
Nov. 9 Eastern Iitinoss PA 27 
Nov. 16 Northwest Messourr ad 10 
Nov. 23 Northeast Missour ay , 
NORTHWESTERN UNIVERSITY (290) 


Sept 
Sept 
Sept 


7 


Evanston, Ill, Dennis Green 
Duke* A i ‘ 
Misso x 
Northern iit ‘ 
nding, 37 
Oct Minnesota? ay 28 


Oct. 95 
12 

Oct. 19° Wisconsi 4 1M 
Oct. 26 lowat ta 3 J 
Nov, 2 Purdue, 7 49 
Nov 9 Ohio Suef 3 52 
Nov 16 Michgan Statd = 10 27 
Nov 23 Wino a 16 24 
NORTHWESTERN LOUISIANA STATE (7-4-0) 
Natchitoches, La, e p Goodwin 
Aug. 31 Arkansas Statet ‘ 
Sept 7 North Texas Stafe x 
Sept. 14 McNeese State vi 
Sept. 28 Southern MissM&ip i] 
Oct. 5 Northeast Louesia 0 
Oct. 19 Sam Houston 1 
Oct, 26 Louisiana Teg 5 
Nov, 2 Southwest Ti = 7 
Nov 9 Nicholls Stag 0 
Nov. 16 Southeastern Muisig i4 
Nov. 23 Stephen F. Austin 2? 
+Shreveport, La 

NOTRE DAME, UNIVERSITY OF (7-40) 
Notre Dame, ind. . Gerry Faust 
Sept. 14 Michigen o x 
Sept. 21. Michigai B20 
Sept 28 Purdue gig ; 2h 25 
Oct. 5 Air Forte 21 
Oct. 19 Army i 
Oct. 26 Souther g its / 
Nov. 2 Navyt 7 
Nov 9 Mississapp x 
Nov 16 Penn State u 
Nov. 23 Lousiana Sti 22 
Nov, 30 Miam, Florid 3) 
OHIO UNIVERSITY (4-6-1) 
Athens, Ohio Neve Bryant 
Sept. 14 ; Marshall*, tT 
Sept. 21 Duke* Se x x 
Sept.-28 Central Mihifan 3 35 
Oct. 5 Miami, Ohi 4 19 
Oct. 12 Bas 3) 7 
Oct. 19 Easter, i3 
Oct. 26 Tol 16 
Nov 2 Kent Sta 19 
Nov. 9 Western Michig 33 
Nov. 16 Northern Iilinoi 3 
Nov. 23 Bowling Green 28 
OHIO STATE UNIVERSITY (9-20) 
Columbus, Ohio Earle Bruce 
Sept. 14 Pittsburght x 
Sept. 21 Colorad x 
Sept, 28 0 
Oct. 5 38 
Oct. 12 7 
Oct. 19 28 
Oct. 26 22 
Nov 2 26 
Nov 9 3 
Nov 16 16 
Nov 23 6 
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OKLAHOMA, UNIVERSITY OF (9-1-1) 
Norman, Ohla, _° ry Switzer 
Sept. 14> Southern Me 1 
Sept 28  Minnesot: 

Oct 5 Kansas State 6 
Oct. 12 Teng {5 
Oct. 19 Math i 
Oct. 26. towa State 10 
Noy 2. Kansast 28 
Nov 9 Missourr 7 
Nov. 16 Colorado 2 ih, 
Nov 23 Netrask! 7 
Nov 30 Oktahama 14 
$Datlas, Tex 

OKLAHOMA STATE UNIVERSITY (92.0) 
Stillwater, Okla. s at Jones 
Sept 7 ee \ 
Sept 14 North Texas otgt ‘ 
Sept. 28 Mian, Ohio ‘ 
Oct 5 Tulsa Stat 
Oct. 12 Nebras 17 
Oct. 26 Kansa 10 
Nov 2 Colorai 20 «14 
Nov 9 Kansas"Stat 4 O«*6 
Nov. 16 Missour 3] 43 
Nov. 23 lowa State 16 10 
Nov, 30 Oklahoma 4 24 
OREGON, UNIVERSITY OF (6-5-0) 
Eugene, Ore. e igh Brooks 
Sept. 14 Colorado 20 
Sept. 21 Stantotd 1 
Sept, 28 Nebraska x 
Oct. 5 Washingto: 17 
Oct. 19 Catitorn| i4 
Oct 26 San Diego 1 
Nov, 2 San Jose St x 
Nov. 9 WashingtpgsStat 50 
Nov. 16 oy 24 28 
Nov. 23 Oregon Sta 6 
Nov. 30 Sovthern Cal 19 
+Tokya, Japan 

OREGON STATE UNIVERSITY (29.0) 


Corvallis, Ore. 
Sept. 7 ldahot ¥ 
Sept. 14. Callorm 


Sept 21 Fresno-Stale 
Sept, 28 Grambling 
Oo 5 
Oct, 12 Washingto 
Oct. 19 Washingt 
Nov. 2 Arizona’ 


Noy 9 Stanfor by 
Nov 16 UCLA 
Nov, 23 Orego 5 


Portland Oe 
e@Shreveport, La 


PACIFIC, UNIVERSITY OF THE 
Stockton, Calif. . 


Sept. 7 Sacramento State 

Sept 14 Central Michiga x 
Sept, 21 Arizona State% t 
Sept. 28 Utah Statet! 41 
Oct. 5 7 
Oct 12 Nevad: 35 
Oct 19 Hawai x 
Oct. 26 33 
Nov, 2 24 
Nov. 9 6 
Noy 23 ‘ 


Nov 


c West Virgini 

Nov, 2 Boston Calf 37 
Nov 9° Cincinnalr uo Ts 
Nov [6 Notre Dame 4 7 M4 
Nov, 23 Pittsbur; hh 3) 
FEast Rutherford. N 

PENNSYLVANIA, UNIVERSITY OF (8:10) 
Philadelphia, Pa. ° Jerry Berndt 
Sept, 21 Cornellt, 2a 60 
Sept. 28 Annyt 3 “ 
Oct 5 Columb - 39 

Oct. 12 Brownt A / 1 14 
Oct 19 Davids 19 14 
Oct 26 Yale ce 
Nov. 2 Prince! = tA 7 7 
Nov 9 Colgate Poles | 
Nov. 16 Harvard 387 
Nov. 23 Dartmoutht 55 24 
PITTSBURGH, UNIVERSITY OF (371) 
Pittsburgh, Pa. Serafino Fazio 
Sept. 7 Purduet x 
Sept. 14 Oho State x 
Sept. 21. Boston Colles x 
Sept, 28 West Virgini D 28 
Oct. 5 South Caraly 1 45 
Oct. 12 North ¢ \ 
Oct, 19 Rutgers (4 x 
Oct, 26 Navy ! 28 
Nov, 2 Syracu 7 1a 
Nov, 9 Temple = 12 
Nov. 23. Penn Sta foun 


+East Rutherford, NJ. 


1985 College Schedules 


PRAIRIE VIEW ALM 
Prairie View, Texas . 
Aug. 31 Texas Southernt 


Sept. 7 Sam Houston Sta! 
Sept. 14 Oe at 
Sept. 21 Jacksoi 


(0-110) 


Nov. 16 Alcorn State 


FAstrodome 
@Dalias, Tex 
PRINCETON UNIVERSITY (45-0) 
Princeton, NJ. Ron Rogerson 


Sept. 21 Dartmouth = 2 17 
Sept, 28 Lehigh: 
Oct, 5 Brown 
Oct. 12 Columbia 


Oct. 12 Minoist 


Oct 19_ Ohio Statemy reg 3 
Oct, 26-Mighigan Staley 10 
Nov. 2 Northwestesaa 49 7 
Nov, 9 Michigan Ge nu 2 
Nov 16 lowat 3 40 
Nov, 23 Indiana 31 24 
RHODE ISLAND, UNIVERSITY OF 120) 
Kingston, R.l, 


Sept. 7 Delaware, 


Nov. 16 Connecticut 


RICE UNIVERSITY (110-0) 
Houston, Texas ‘own 
Sept. 14 Miami, Floridat™ 38 
Sept. 21 Air Force % 
Sept. 28 Lamart 19 
Oct. 5 Texas* 38 
Oct, 12 Texas 45 
Oct, 19 Texas Tech 30 
Oct. 26 Texas A&M 38 
Nov. 2 Arkansas; 28 
Nov. 9 Souther av 
Nov. 16 Baylor 40 46 


Nov. 30 Houstén: 


Nov_. .$— Brown 


Nov. 16~ Wilkam & hee) 
#Norfolh, Va 

RUTGERS UNIVERSITY (7-30) 
New Brunswick, NJ. s Dick Anderson 


Sept. 14 Florida <= 1 x 
Sept. 2) Army 1 7? 
Sept. 28 Penn Sta! 5 


4 

12 
Oct, 5 Boston Coll 3 3 

0 9 
Oct. 19 Pittsburen x 

1 

5 


Oct, 12° Tem 
Oct. 26 Richmond 7 
Nov. 2  Tenness 


x 
P 
Nov. 9 West Virgini 23. «19 
Nov. 16 Colgatet ies 
Nov. 23 shaft = A 19 0 


SAM HOUSTON STATE — (8-3-0) 
Huntsville, Texas Ron Randleman 
Sept. 7 Prairie Wewt x X 


Sept. 14 Texas-Arlington 
Sept, 28 Angelo Statler 
Oct. 5 East Texas Ste 
Oct. 12 Southeastern Louisi® 
Oct, 19 Northyy 
Oct. 26 Lamy 

Nov. 2 Nicholls Sta' 

Nov. 9 Stephen F. Aust a 
Noy. 23 Southwest Texa 


SAN DIEGO STATE UNIVERSITY 
San Diego, Calif. 


Sept 
Sept 
Sept 
Oct 
Oct. 
Oct 
Oct 
Noy. 
Nov. 
Nov 
Noy 
Nov. 


SAN JOSE STATE UNIVERSITY 


14 


San Jose, 


Aug 
Sept 


31 
7 


Sept. 14 


Sept. 


Oct 
Oct 
Oct 
Oct, 
Nov. 
Nov. 
Nov 


SOUTH CAROLINA, UNIVERSITY OF 


21 
5 
12 
19 
26 
2 


9 
23 


Calif, 


Fresno State 8 17 


Arizona’ X 
Pacific, 0 
Oreg a . 
Long Beac! ed 

Nevada-Las Verasgli 


(10-1-0) 


Columbia, S.C. oe Morrison 
Aug. 31 Citadelt 3) 24 
Sept. 7 AppalachTan x 
Sept 21 Michigan ‘ 
Sept, 28 Georgm 10 
Oct, 5. Pittsburg 21 
Oct 12 Our 0 
Oct. 26 East Cd 20 
Nov, 2 North Carolina Siayrp 5 28 
Nov. 9 Flonda 26 
Nov, 16 Navy 21 3% 
Nov. 23 Clemson, 22 21 
SOUTH CAROLINA STATE COLLEGE (4-6-1) 
Orangeburg, S.C. [ 
Sept. 7 Furmanf 

Sept. 14 Delaware 

Sept, 21 North 

Sept, 28 Howa 

Oct. 5 Alcorn S 

Oct. 12 Morgan 

Oct 26 Bethune 

Nov z kis Unio 

Nov. 1 irambli 

Nov. 23 Georgia oie | 
SOUTHEAST LOUISIANA UNIVERSITY (2-8-1) 


Hammond, La. . Lofton 
Sept. 7 McNeese Statet 7 2 
Sept. 14 Central Flonda* 


Sept 


Sept. 


Nov, 


SOUTHERN ILLINOIS UNIVERSITY 
Carbondale, It. . 


Aug. 
Sept 
Sept 
Sept 
Sept 
Oct 
Oct 
Oct 
Nov. 
Nov 
Noy 


SOUTHERN METHODIST UNIVERSITY 
Dallas, Texas 
Sept. 


Sept 


Sept. 


Oct 
Oct 
Oct 
Oct 
Nov 
Nov 
Nov 
Nov 


31 


7 


(38-0) 
Ray Dorr 
Lincoln, Missourrt dimes 
Southwest ¢ 


(9-2-0) 


Texas 

Texas bd 

Ricet = 

Texas Tech =, K) 


Arkansas <S 31 28 


SOUTHERN MISSISSIPPI, U, OF (47-0) 
ered Miss. e Jim Carmody 
Sept. Louisiana, 0 
Sept. Auburn 2. 35 
Sept 21 Missics!Bp 27 
Sept. 28 Northwest Loui 22 
Oct. 5 Southw, 13 
Oct. 12 Louis 25 
Oct. 19 Memphis States 23 
Noy. 2 East Carolina 27 
Nov. 9 Colorado $ ' 
Nov. 16 Alabama x 
Nov. 23  Tulanef’ 3 
tiackson, Miss 

SOUTHERN UNIVERSITY (6-5-0) 


Baton Rouge, La. a 


STEPHEN F. AUSTIN STATE U. 


Aug. 31 Messin a B3 
Sept. 14° Alabama ns os 0 
Sept, 21 Texas Southern; 3 
Sept. 28 Prairie Viewe' 7 
Oct, 12 Nicholls State 43 
Oct. 19 Jackson Stat 28 
Oct. 26 Alcor Stags 44 
Nov. 2 Tennessee State 42 
Nov. 9 Delaware Stg x 
Nov. 16 Florida ABAES 18 
Nov. 23  Grambling§ 2 31 
#Jackson, Miss 

Houston, Tex. 

§New Orleans, La 

SOUTHWESTERN isis U. OF (6-5-0) 
Lafayette, La. ertson 
Aug 2} Memphis 20 
Sept. 7. Auburn’ 3 x 
Sept e Louisian: 16 
Sept. 21 Idaho State ‘ 
Sept. 28 _ Wichita Stat 3 
Oct. 5 Sovthern MissisSip; 7 
Oct. 12 East Carolinat 2 
Oct. 19 Flondagy. ‘ 
Oct. 26 Neate: x 
Nov. 9 Taney x 
Nov. 16 tate W 30 
tee ae (7-40) 
San Marcos, Texas John O'Hara 
Sept. 7 Texas er x g 0 
Sept. 14 East aia x 
Sept. 21 Lamar 3 0 
Sept. 28 Texas-Ari 43 
Oct. 5 Central Florida 13 
Oct. 19 McNeese State* t 
Oct. 26 Nicholts Stat x1] 
Nov. 2 Northwest Louis 28 
Nov. 9 Southeastern L 7 
Nov. 16 Stephen F. Austi 7 
Nov. 23 Sam Houston Sta 21 
STANFORD UNIVERSITY (5-6-0) 
Stanford, Calif. 

Sept. 14 San Jose Sta! 

Sept. 21 Oregor 

Sept. 28 Texas 

Oct. 5 San Die 

Oct. 12 UCLA 

Oct. 19 Soul! 

Oct. 26 Ariza 4 
Nov. 2 Washingt 

Nov, 9 Oregon Stal 8 21 
Nov. 16. Arizona 0 28 
Nov, 23 Californi 2710 


Nacogdoches, Texas . 


Sept. § 


Sept, 


Sept 
Sept 
Oct 

Oct. 
Oct. 
Nov, 
Nov 
Nov 
Nov. 


SYRACUSE UNIVERSITY, 
Syracuse, N.Y, 
Sept. 
Sept. 


Sept 
Oct. 


TENNESSEE, UNIVERSITY OF 


14 
21 
28 

5 
19 
26 

2 

9 
16 
23 


14 
21 
28 


Delta State” 
Texas Southern 
Texas Ab |" fx 


Northwest Louisian 


Syracuse 
Delaware 
Pittsburghy 
West Virginr 


Knoxville, Tenn. Majors 
Sept. 14 UCLA Sone 
Sept. 28 Aubur 10 29 


Oct. 5 ea 
Oct. 12 0 Ag 
Oct, 19 28 27 
Oct. 26 24 21 
Nov, 2 hay 
Noy, 9 4, 9 
Nov, 16 47 
Nov, 23 12 7 
Nov. 30 29° «13 
TENNESSEE-CHATTANOOGA, U. OF (6-4-0) 
Chattanooga, Tenn, Getty a 


Sept. 7 inde GD oP 
Sept. 21 East Ten St 
Sept. 28 Georgia Southern 
# 
id 20 
1 x 


Oct 5 Southeastern Lo 
Oct, 12 Appalac 
0 6 
17 13 
’ 


Oct, 19 Citadel 
r 
Pf 0 


Oct. 26 Western 
Nov 2. Marshallt 
Nov. 9 Georgia Tech = 
Nov. 16 Virginia Militaryt: 


Nov. 23 Furr Pas 21 14 
(11-0-0) 


TENNESSEE STATE UNIVERSITY 
Nashville, Tenn. . 
Aug. 31 North Carolina A& 
Sept. 6 Western Kent 
Sept. 14 Jackson Sia 
Sept. 28 Florida A&M’ 
Oct, 5 Mississippi Valley St 
Oct, 11 Gramblngt* 4 
Oct. 19 Tennessee Ti 3 
Oct. 26 Morgan Sta x 
Nov. 2 Southern Unive ; 
1 


Nov. 9 Bethune-Cookm: 

Nov. 23 Alabama A&! 2 02 
+Memphis, Tenn, 

elndianapolis, Ind. 


TENNESSEE TECH UNIVERSITY 
Cookeville, Tenn. s 
Sept. 7 NevadaLas Veg: 
Sept. 14 Western Carolina 
Sept. 28 Murray St 
Oct, 5» Georgia Sout! 


Oct, 12 raion Se 
Oct, 19 Tennessee St 


Oct, 26 Morehe, 


Nov, 2 Akront 17 
Noy, 9 Eastern Kentu 21 
Nov, 16 Austin Pea 1 Ly] 
Nov, 23 Middle Tenness 25 
TEXAS, UNIVERSITY OF (7-3-1) 


Austin, Texas 
Sept. 21 Missouri 
Sept. 28 Stanfor 
Oct. 5 Ricet* 
Oct, 12. Oklahom: 
Oct, 19 Arkans 
Oct. 26 Southern 
Noy, 2 Texas Tech 
Nov. 9 Housto: 
Nov, 16 Texas 
Nov, 23  Baylort 
Nov, 28. Texas 


#Dallas, Tex 
TEXAS-ARLINGTON, UNIVERSITY OF (7-4-0) 
Arlington, Texas s Chuck Curtis 


Sept. 7 Angelo State 
Sept. 14 Sam Houston 
Sept. 28, Southwest Tex 
Oct, 5 Wichya Stat 

Oct. 12. Dr 
Oct, 19° Laniar 

Oct, 26 Northeast Loui: 
Nov. 2 Arkansas Sta’ 

Noy. 9 McNeese State* 
Nov. 16 Louistana Teci 

Nov 23 North Texas Stat 


TEXAS-EL PASO, UNIVERSITY OF, 
El Paso, Texas 
Aug. 31 Air Force 

Sept. 7 Southern 

Sept. 14 Colorado Sta' 
Sept. 21 New Mex 

Sept 28 Utah*, 
Oct, 12 Kent Stale 
Oct. 19 Wyomingt 
Oct, 26 Brigham ¥ 
Nov 2 New Mexico 


Nov 16 San Diego Stag = 2 51 
Dec. 7 Hawanit a 20 24 


(6-5-0) 
Jackie Sherrill 


+Melbourne, Austraffa 
TEXAS A&M UNIVERSITY 


College Station, Texa e 
Sept, 14 stare AD 
Sept. 21 Northeas ian 


Sept. 28 Tulsat 
Oct 5 Texas Tecl 
Oct. 12 Houston 
Oct. 19 Bay! 
Oct. 26 Ric 
Nov. 2 Southern 
Nov. 16 Arkansast; 
Nov. 23 Texas Chrgtia 
Nov. 28 Texas 
TEXAS CHRISTIAN 
Fort Worth, Texas 
Sept. 14 Tulane 
Sept, 21 Kansas State 
Sept, 28 Southern Meth 


Oct. 5 Arkansas 

Oct, 12 Rice* 45° 24 

Oct. 19 North, féxas Stale 3 
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1985 College Schedules 


Oct. 26 Baylor LS Fs 3B 28 
Nov, 2 Houston 21 14 
Nov, 9 Texas Ti 27 «16 
Nov, 16 Texas Gre 230 «44 
Nov. 23. Texas A&M 3 21 35 
TEXAS SOUTHERN UNIVERSITY (5-6-0) 
Houston, Texas 

Aug 31 Prairie Views, 0 
Sept. 7 Lamar 7 
Sept. 14 Stephen 7 
Sept. 21 Southern Univers 10 
Sept. 28 Alabama Sta’ 20 
Oct. 5 Texas A&it* 17 
Oct. 12 Alcorn State 

Oct. 19 Angelo Stata 

Oct. 26 peers 4: 55 
Nov, 2 Grambling 16 44 
Nov. 16 Jackson State 0 47 
$Astrodome 

TEXAS TECH UNIVERSITY (47-0) 
Lubbock, Tezas 

Sept. 7 New Mexucot 

Sept. 14 Tulsa’ 

Sept. 21 North Tex 

Sept. 28 Baylor 

Oct. 5 wes Mt 

Oct. 12 

Oct. 19 fie 

Nov. 2 Texa: 3 
Noy 9 Texas Christa 27 
Nov. 16 Houston" 31 
Nov, 23 Houston® ff ” 24 


TOLEDO, UNIVERSITY OF 


(8-2-1) 


“FS 
e 


Toledo, Ohio Dan Simvelt 
Sept, 7 Anzona* a" 
Sept, 21 Wichita Sta 4 
Sept. 28 Ball Sualete 0 : 
Oct, 5 Eastern Mi "Fe 

Oct. 12 Miami, Ohiot* O- 

Oct. 19 No m0 . aa 
Oct. 26 Ohi 16 
Nov, 2 Western Michigad 3 
Nov, 9 Central Michiga 7 
Nov, 16 Bowling Gre 6 
Nov 23 Kent State 7 
TULANE UNIVERSITY (3-8-0) 
New Orleans, La. e Mack Brown 
Sept. 7 Florida Statet®, 27 
Sept. 14 Texas Chr 4 
Sept. 21 Ki 30 
Sept. 28  Mississip| 19 
Oct, 5 Hope LT P? 23 
Oct, 12 Memphig x i 9 
Oct. 19 Mississipp cli) 
Nov, 2 Georgia x 
Nov 9 Southwest Louisia x 
Nov, 23 Southern Mississipp) 7 
Nov. 30 Louisiana Statet* 33 
TULSA, UNIVERSITY OF (6-5-0) 


Tulsa, Okla, 


Sept 
Sept 
Sept 


Sept, 


Oct. 
Oct 

Oct 

Oct. 
Nov 
Nov. 
Nov 


Sept 


Sept. 


Oct 
Oct. 
Oct 
Oct 
Nov. 
Nov, 
Nov 


UTAH, UNIVERSITY OF 
Salt Lake City, Utah 


7 
14 
21 
28 

5 
12 
19 
26 

2 


9 
16 


East Carolin 
Little Rock, Ark se f 


UCLA (U. OF CAL. LOS ANGELES) 
Los Angeles, Calif. 
Sept. 
Sept, 


7 
14 
21 
28 

5 
12 
19 
26 

‘ 
16 
23 


Wichita 


Zo 31 20 


(8-3-0) 


Oregon State 
Southern Calif 


(6-5-1) 


Sept. 7 Boise Sta ‘ 
Sept. 14 = 20 
Sept. 21 Washin 5 42 
Sept. 28 Texas-El Pasoprd 15 
Oct. 4 Wyoming® 2) 
Oct. 12 Arizona State’ ‘ 
Oct, 19 San Diegg 24 
Oct. 26 Air Fore 17 
Nov. 2 Utah State 10 
Nov. 9 New Mexicg 14 
Nov. 16 Colorado 23 
Nov. 23 Brigham Youn) 24 
UTAH STATE UNIVERSITY “ 10-0) 
Logan, oh Pella 
Sept Long Beac! 24 
Sept. 4 lowa Stat ‘ 
Sept. 21 San Jose 38 
Sept. 28 Pacific, Califormi 14 
Oct. 5 Nevada-Las V 36 
Oct. 12 ~ Fullerton Stat 27 
Oct. 19 Anzona Statel x 
Oct. 26 Fre 43 
Nov 2 Utah, 21 
Nov. 9 Brigham Young 13° 38 
Nov 23 New Mexico Stat x 
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VANDERBILT UNIVERSITY 


Nashville, Tenn, . gorge Macintyre 
Sept. 7 Moonen a7 i 4 
Sept. 14 a / 4 

Sept. 21 lowa Sfite AS Me OK 
Sept. 28 Alabama ISP 30 21 
Oct. 5 Tulane% 23° «27 
Oct. 12 Loussianf Zz 34 
Oct. 19 Georgiafegs S62 
Oct. 26 Mississipg pil 20 
Nov. 9 Kenlucky$ss 8 27 
Nov, 16 Virginia Tec! Bi 23 
Nov. 30 Tennessee, 3 29 
VIRGINIA, UNIVERSITY OF (7-2-2) 
Charlottesville, Va. e George Welsh 
Sept. 14 Virguma Millar 7 
Sept. 21 Georgi 20 
Sept, 28 Navy 9 
Oct. 5 Duket 10 
Oct. 12 Clemso 55 
Oct. 19 Virginia Tel 233 
Oct. 26 Wake Fore: 9 
Nov 2) West Virgin 1 
Nov. 9 North Carolin 0 
Nov, 16 North ¢ 4 24 
Nov. 29° Marylani - 4 45 
VIRGINIA MILITARY INSTITUTE (190) 
Lexington, Va. Williamson 
Sept. 14° Virginia’, 7 3 
Sept, 21 Richmond 3 45 
Sept. 28 North Car 

Oct. 5 Citadelt, 

Oct. 12° East Teng 

Oct. 19 Marsha’ 

Oct. 26 William & Mang 

Nov. 2 Appalachian Sta 

Nov. 9 James Madisongray 

Noy. 16 Tennessee-Challafog 

Nov. 23 Western Carolitaiy 22 
VIRGINIA TECH (8-3-0) 
Blacksburg, Va. Bal Dooley 
Aug. 31 Cincusnati* ™ & 
Sept, 7 Richmondt 13 
Sept, 14 Clemson AF, 7 
Sept. 28 Syracuse’ x 
Oct. 5 West Virginia & - 14 
Oct. 12 Wiliam gia 14 
Oct, 19° Virginia 26 
Oct. 26 Flond x 
Nov. 2 Memphis St x 
Nov. 9 Louisvillet, hag x 
Nov, 16 Vanderbilt . 2 c 
WAKE FOREST UNIVERSITY (6-5-0) 
Winston-Salem, N.C. Al Groh 
Sept, 7 William & Mary 21 
Sept. 14 Boston Universi x 
Sept. 21 North Carolina Sta 5 
Sept. 28  Appalachi: 13 
Oct. 5 Tennes: ‘ 
Oct, 12 North Car 3 
Oct. 19 Maryland: 34 
Oct. 26 Virginia 28 
Nov. 2 Clemsi 37 
Nov. 9 Duke’ 16 
Nov. 16 Georgia Tech, 24 
WASHINGTON, UNIVERSITY OF (10-10) 
Seattle, Wash. 

Sept. 7 Oklahoma Statet, 

Sept, 14 Brigham You 

Sept. 21 Housto 

Sept. 28 UCLA 

Oct. 5 Dregoi 

Oct. 12 California 

Oct, 19 Oregon 

Nov. 2. Stantor 

Nov. 9 Arizona Sta 

Nov. 16 Southern Califor 

Nov. 23 Washington St 


WASHINGTON STATE UNIVERSITY 
Pullman, Wash, 


Sept 
Sept 


Sept. 
Sept. 


Oct 
Oct 
Oct 
Nov 
Nov. 
Noy. 
Nov. 


WEBER STATE COLLEGE 
Ogden, aoe e 


Sept 
Sept 
Sept 
Oct 
Oct. 
Oct 
Oct, 
Nov 
Nov. 
Nov 
Nov, 


WEST TEXAS STATE UNIVERSITY 
Canyon, Texas ° 


Sept. 
Sept 
Sept, 
Sept. 
Oct 
Oct. 


7 
14 


14 
21 

5 
12 
19 
26 

2 

9 
16 
23 


7 
4 
2) 
28 

5 
12 


Portland State 
Montana Sti 
Wdahot* 
Nevada-R 


Pacific, Califotni: 


Abilene Christia 
Angelo Statet* 
Louisiana Tect: 


Indiana State 
Wichita Stal FT 4 07 


Oct 19° Iltinais 
Oct. 26 Tulsa®, 
Nov, 2 Drake 
Nov. 16 New Menco Stati 


WEST VIRGINIA UNIVERSITY 
Morgantown, W. Va, 
Sept. 7 Louisville 
Sept. 14 
Sepl. 21 
Sept. 28 
Oct, 5 
Oct, 12 
Oct, 19 
Oct, 26 
Noy 2 
Nov 9 
Nov. 16 


WESTERN CAROLINA 
Cullowhee, N.C, e 
Sept. 7 
Sept. 14 
Sept, 21 
Sep! 28 
Oct. 5 
Oct. 12 
Oct. 26 
Nov 2 
Nov 9 
Nov. 16 
Noy 23 


Citadel 
Appalathian is 


WESTERN ILLINOIS UNIVERSITY 
Macomb, il, e 
Sept. 7 illinois a 5 


Sept. 21 
Sept, 28 
Oct; 5 
Oct. 12 
Oct. 19 
Oct. 26 
Nov. 2 
Nov. 9 
Nov, 16 


Michigan Tec 


Southern tilinot 


WESTERN KENTUCKY UNIVERSITY 


Bowling Green, Ky. 
Sept. 6 
Sept. 14 
Sept. 2) 


Sept. 28 Southwest 

Oct, 5 a 
Oct. 12 Central Florita* 
Oct. 26 
Nov 2 
Noy. 9 
Nov. 16 
Nov, 23 


WESTERN MICHIGAN UNIVERSITY 


Kalamazoo, Mich. ° 
Sept, 7 
Sept, 14 
Sept. 28 
Oct 5 
Oct. 12 
Oct. 19 
Oct. 26 
Nov. 2 
Nov. 9 Ohio 
Nov. 16 
Nov, 23 


WICHITA STATE UNIVERSITY 


Wichita, Kan, ° 
Sept. 7 Kansas State' 
Sept. 14 Minnesota® 
Sept. 21 
Sept, 28 
Oct. 5 Texas-Arhng 
Oct. 12 Wes! SI 
pot ¥ he 

cl oul! i) 
Nov. 2 ise 
Nov. 9 


Nov, 23 Fresno State 


Go? 7 


Winois State gas 1S 


2225 
13 
(7-40) 
Nehlen: 


(8-3-0) 
Bob Waters 
13 


Jack Harbaugh 


WIDENER UNIVERSITY (8-3-0) 
Chester, Pa. . Bill Manlove 
Sept, 7 Norwicht x ¢ 
Sept, 14 Moravian 21 
Sept, 21 Lebanon Valley Seek 
Sept. 28 Juniata 45 22 
Oct 5. Lycomungt 20° 22 
Oct. 12 Susquehanna 27 (12 
Oct, 19 Delaware Valleyt % 3 
Oct. 26 Upsala 46 22 
Nov, 2 Wikest 2 6 
Noy, 9 Albright 33 O14 
WILLIAM & MARY, COLLEGE OF (6:50) 


Williamsburg, Va, Jimmye Laycock 
Sept. 7 Wake Forest 44 
Sept, 14 Nortotk State i 
Sept, 21 Delawaret 21 
Sept, 28 James Madisol 10 
Oct, 5 Harvard k 
Oct 12 Virginia ; 

Oct. 19 Temple 28 
Oct. 26 Virgen td 13 
Nov. 2. Lehigi 10 
Nov. 9  Princeto’ x 
Nov 16 Richmond 33 
WISCONSIN, UNIVERSITY OF (1-3-1) 
Madison, Wis. e ve 

Sept. 14 Northern Minis 4 
Sept 21 Nevadal x 
Sept. 28 Wyominj x 
Oct, 5 Michigan 14 20 
Oct, 12 Io 10. 10 
Oct, 19 Nol 3) 16 
Oct 26 Minor: 6 22 
Nov, 2 Indiana 20 16 
Nov, 9 Minnesot 417 
Nov. 16. Ohio Stated 6 18 
Nov. 23 Michwan Statejarae 20. «10 
WYOMING, UNIVERSITY OF (6-6-0) 
Laramie, Wyo. Al Kincaid 
Sept 7 Baylor’ x x 
Sept. 14 Air Fortey 26 «20 
Sept. 21 Fullerton Sfate oO 
Sept, 28 Wisconsin pid 
Oct. 4° Utah* 21 4 
Oct. 12 yg 28 3l 
Oct. 19 Texas-El Pa i 36 
Oct, 26 Colorado Stat = 34 
Nov. 2 Brigham Young’ 4l 
Nov. 9 San Diego State i$ 21 
Nov. 16 New Wonca fs9 21 
YALE UNIVERSITY (6-3-0) 
New Haven, Conn. arman Cozza 


Sept, 21 Brownt Pr = 4027 
he 


- Le 
Holy ve, %, 
Columbia 
Pennsylvani 
Oarimou 


, 
x 
28 21 
2134 
28 18 
2114 
27) 24 
Harvardt i} 30 27 


Oct. 5 Army 
Oct, 12 
Oct. 19 
Oct. 26 
Nov, 2 
Nov 9 
Nov. 16 
Nov, 23 


YOUNGSTOWN STATE UNIVERSITY (7-4-0) 
Youngstown, Otio 
Sept. 7 Eastern Michi 
Sept. 14 ‘ 
Sept. 21 
Sept. 28 
Oct 5 
Oct. 12 
Oct, 19 
Oct, 26 
Nov, 2 
Nov 9 
Nov. 22 


COLLEGE BOWL GAMES FOR 1985 


(All Times EST) 


Bowl 
California 
Cherry 
Independence 
Holida: 
Liberty 
Florida Citrus 
Sun 
Aloha 
Freedom 
Gator 
Bluebonnet 
Peach 
All-American 
Fiesta 
Cotton 
Rose 
Sugar 
Orange 
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Site 
Fresno, Calif. 
Pontiac, Mich. 
Shreveport, La. 
San Diego, Calif. 
Memphis, Tenn. 
Orlando, Fla. 
El Paso, Tex. 
Honolulu, Hawaii 
Anaheim, Calif. 
Jacksonville, Fla. 
Houston, Tex. 
Atlanta, Ga, 


Birmingham, Ala. 


Tempe, Ariz. 
Dallas, Tex, 
Pasadena, Calif. 
New Orleans, La. 
Miami, Fla. 


Date 
December 14 
December 21 
December 21 
December 22 
December 27 
December 28 
December 28 
December 28 
December 30 
December 30 
December 31 
December 31 
December 31 
January 1 
January 1 
January 1 
January 1 
January 1 


Top Statistical Returnees 


RUSHING (Statistics Include Only Returning Players) 
Byars, Ohio S $13 16ss 83 92 Is08 ; 
yars, Ohio State....... f f 
Mayes, Wash. State... 258 1637 6.3 11 1488 ere seca ig Pp I Yd 1D 
Davis, TOU seonrseersee FG USDIAGS Bares As Solute i ; 
Swarn, Miami (0.)..... 48 5 1165 obbie Bost Brigham Young. 458 283 61.79 11 3875 33 
Hilliatd, USUssiarsioce, 5.0 13 1153 Kerwin Bell, Florida....... 184 98 53.26 7 1614 16 
Clack, Arizona State. 208 1052 51 5 105.2 Chuck Long, lowa......... 283 187 66.08 13 2410 16 
Dupard, SMU ” 59 16 1049 John Dewberry, Georgia Tech.. 205 126 61.46 10 1846 1l 
Black Army Ss 43 ii 104.4 Doug Gaynor, Cal State-Long Beach.. 385 248 64.42 17 3230 16 
sa Prich Tea WY 48 11 1008 Tony Robinson, Tennessee ....... 10 253 156 =661.66 9 1963 14 
Pinkett, Notre Dame. 275 1105 40 17 1005 Don King, Southern Methodist . 1l 4177 93 5254 6 1598 8 
Grutcher USC : 286 1083 38 10 985 Jack Trudeau, Illinois.,.,........ ll 378 247 65.34 10 2724 18 
Rooks, Illinois < fe 219 1056 48 4 960 Eric Thomas, Florida State... 10 161 78 48.45 4 1218 14 
Dubose, Nebra 156 1040 67 8 945 Brian McClure, Bowling Green... ll 414 263 «63.53 13 2951 21 
White Bawin Gre ri 247 1036 42 15 94.2 Jim Everett, Purdue... ll 389 227 58.35 13 3003 15 
Taylor. tntineatt 52 3 928 Kevin Sweeney, Fresno State,. 12 421 Zen S392 13 3259 20 
Evans, Air Force....... Baa ons, yoeesRRcver cle eit Paste Scam Ci aleccor ch lect 
Muster, Stanford....... 45 2. 914 ike Norseth, Kansas....... is 
M < Foy White, Wake Forest... 11 252 143 «56.75 5 1544 12 
Turral New Niscico... 190 1064 56 10 987 — deff Wickersham, Lousiana Siate........ 11 312 178 57.05 13 2165 12 w 
} Hy i ; ichael Howard, Wisconsin......... “ 4 
Ramseur/ W. Forest. eat eee ae 19 Shq Todd Santos, San Diego State 12 285 160 5614 14 2063 9 
Cheathem W. Mich... 190 778 41 6 864 Bill Ransdell, Kentucky. ‘ll 266 148 55.64 11 1748 11 
Johnson, Utah... ae 63 7 851 Don Majkowski, Virginia 11 168 83 49.40 9 1235 8 — 
Jones, UNLV 65 3 839 William Byrne, Navy .. 10 213 109 51.17 9 1425 11 
Anderson lat daetes: 916 58 7 833 Dave Yarema, Michig: F 11 197 108 54.82 12 1322 10 j= 
Palnier: Tenipleck: ys 885 49 9 805 John Congemi, Pittsburgh... 10 174 93 53.45 7 1102 9 
Tate Houten nS 864 48 6 785 are Roca esata State. re Si rem ee 4 Rees 3 wn 
x '¢ " ; ent Austin, Mississippi ...-....... f 
‘ra tery, ee een aa Z li Kevin Anthony, North Carolina 55.09 10 1786 8 = 
Badanjek, Maryland... 173 832 48 15 756 Dennis Swearingen, Ohio 6324 9 lib 3 
Highsmith, Miami(F.). 146 906 62 9 75.5 Vass 
Petty, Virginia ....,....... 48 8 737 
Foreman, Arkansas .. re Bar ie Be Tot. < 
Williams, Florida... BS 3 72 G Plays Yds Ava. 
Williams, Kansa 45 8 70.5 Robbie Bosco, Brigham Young 543 3932 7.2 i= 
Blount, Marylan 5.9 5 69.0 Doug Gaynor, Cal State-Long Beach.. .. 10 478 3243 6.8 
Jim Everett, Purdie... . ill 439 2951 6.7 Ts) 
ramus ype Sian eons fo ws’ af 
F . i s. Pts, rian McClure, Bowling Green, f 
Siais Ota State Sseerocet anne 3 es es ce, Tea Sct = Ss 11 an 2797 6.5 TT 
inkett, Notre Dame .... ? teve Bradley, Indiana uy 47 2561 5.3 
Lee, UCLA . 0 17 29 104 95 Ed Rubbert, Louisville....... 11 387 2353 6.1 
White, Illinois... 0 31 24 103 94 Tony Robinson, Tennessee ...... 10 331 2089 6.3 G 
Dave CU 17 9 0 102 93 Sonn Denberry, Georaia Tech. 1 30327572 
avis, TCU........ F ohn Dewberry, Georgia Tech. , 
- Dupard, SMU... : QD) 96", 8:7 Alfred Jenkins, Arizona...csssesse 11 399 2172 5.4 pT 
Jaeger, Washington...... 0 30 22 % 87 Jeff Wickersham, Louisiana State. 11 353 2081 5.9 
Schmidt, Florida State. 0 42 17 93 8.5 Chuck Long, Iowa......... 12 367 2236 6.1 mall 
White, BowlingGreen.... 15 OF O08 90 82 _ Kent Austin, Mississippi ... ll 405 2039 5.0 
Harmon, Towa........... de 0) .Di 72: (8:0 Steve Beuerlein, Notre Dame.. 10 290 1845 6.4 nll 
Sad cal ; a a 2 5 uy po King, ee Methodist i or eee Le 
iNiard, LSU...... é ric Hochberg, Rutgers.... 44 4 ie oO 
Spangler,Ohio Stas. 0 48 11 78 71 Michael Howard, Wiscons 1) 36819208 
pangler, Ohio Sta i Y ichael Howard, Wisconsin. y 
Stopa, Army... ieee be rae Gerald Landry, Houston... ll 412 1887 4.6 Oo 
Digiovanna, UNLV ........ 0 35 16 83 69 Mike Norseth, Kansas....., 11 333 1782 5.4 
Carney, Notre Dame... 0 25 17 76 69 Kevin Anthony, North Carolina ee agi 346 1781 5.1 
Cox, Miami (Fia.)...... - 0 40 14 82 68 Chris Miller, Oregon..........00 F-a f 337 1712 5.1 e 
Staurovsky, Tulsa. 0 27 16 %75 68 Keith Byars, Ohio State... ald 314 1690 5.4 
Tiffin, Alabama......... . 0 23 15 68 68 Bill Ransdell, Kentucky...., 11 301 1688 5.6 @ 
lets North le : a ae ee ae Lie ap Be tad sed a aoe ats aC 
ell, Georgia Tech......... . odd Santos, San Diego State... 8 
Ozee, TCU. .o.......ccapcceet Olea" 198 729065 Rueben Mayes, Washington State.. 11 258 1637 6.3 fey] 
Mayes, Washington St.. 12 O O 72 65 Mike Hold, South Carolina 211 1474 7.0 - 
RECEIVING 
Rec. Yds. TD. Ct.PG Avg. G Rush. Rec PR. KOR Yds 
Williams, Illinois.......... 101 1278 8 9.2 127 Keith Byars, Ohio State... HT 2655." «453 0 4176 2284 
Siatiaomtias "WE $ $8 5 Reese cua fou 8 5 
mith, Miami (Fla.) .... 2 aA enneth Davis, Texas ian... 
Griffin, Purdue........... 60 991 4 55 165 Rueben Mayes, Washington State... hi 1637 113 0 18 1768 
Templeton,L.Bh.St. 59 451 4 54 746 George Swarn, Miami (0.).........., li 1282 187 Qo 147 1616 
Mees eh Green. a ang a5 af Roe re gp State .. a re as 7 ie the 
cGee, Temessee..... } arryl Clack, Arizona State... 
Hunter, BowlingGreen 52 744 8 47 143 Bernard White, Bowling Green 11 1036 400 0 1436 
Shibest, Arkansas ...... 51 907 7 46 178 Tony Cherry, Oregon........... ll 569 64 0 751 1384 
Bynum, Oregon State. 51 711 1 46 139 Allen Pinkett, Notre Dame .. 11 1105 257 0 1362 
Embree, Colorado ...... 51 680 3 46 133 Reggie Taylor, Cincinnati. 11 1021 203 0 94 1318 
Kozlowski, BYU.....,.... 55 87911 464 16.0 Brad Muster, Stanford... 9 823 228 Oi 6 TS: 1066 
poner Bowie Green 46 te 4 42 155 Reosle Piparg, soumnern Methodist .. a Ae a oe et A ite 
Oute, TuANE .....0e 46 47 4.2 10.4 errick Nix, Kent State...... = 
Garner, California... 46 376 1 42 82 David Williams, Illinois...... ron il —4 1278 -0 1274 
Horton, Arizona.......... 45 880 6 41 19.6 Doug Dubose, Nebraska... 11 1040 105 4 118 1267 
etn: pan Noun a cen ; ee 436 puncte Lockers al State-Long Beach . a at 4 a : aoe 
ry, Long Beach St... 4 ¥ 15. aul Palmer, Temple........--cs-cer 
pers: di Sees 2 448 3 38 118 Vi) strate se pee: 28 nes a2e : shy . 1 
arnes, Oregon. “ Fa ar ae 7 eae zs ichael Ramseur, Wake Forest.. if 
seradiorg, Bc tone aE EF? Sit Bi Rr: hele Rone, Illinois ..0..... 4 a a0 3 0 are 
uster, Stanford....... 33) "228/00 "37" 16:9 oug Black, Army .... 4 
Deboer, Central Mich. 40 831 9 3.6 208 Robert Mimbs, Kansas..... 9 494 291 0 156 941 
Harmon, Lowa........... 32 318 1 36 99 Fred Crutcher, Southern Cal... ll 1083 63 0 0 1146 
Sherrard, UCLA....,.... 38 «635 3 35 167 Bobby Joe Edmonds, Arkansas... 9 352 284 89294 0 930 
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FIELD GOALS 
FGA FGM FG.PG 
Lee, UCLA 33 29 2.64 
White, Illinois 28 24 2.18 


Jaeger, Washington 
Zendejas, Arizona ... 
Cofer, N.C. State.......... i 
Miller, North Carolina... 10 18 16 1.60 
Carney, Notre Dame...... ll 19 17 1.55 
Schmidt, Florida State.. 11 24 17 1.55 
Tiffin, Alabama............: 10 20 15 1.50 
Gregoire, Wisconsin........ ‘ 
Banks, Southern Miss..... 1l 23 16 1.45 


Staurovsky, Tulsa........... ll 24 16 1.45 
Glosson, Memphis State. 11 16 15 1.36 


SLopa, APMY .eecceessseesseeeee 11 17 15 1,36 
Belli, Fresno State......... 

Solomon, Navy......... 
McAulay, Syracuse......... - 
Gussman, Miami (0.)....... 11 24 15 1.36 
Digiovanna, UNLV .......... 12 20. 16 1,33 


PUNTING 


Anderson, Vanderbilt .. j i 
Smith, Mississippi... + 47.7 2099 


Tupa, Ohio State. 47.0 1927 
Kelly, Minnesota.. 46.2 2728 
Horne, Arkansas.. 43.8 2236 
Teltschik, Texas...... 43.8 2935 
Barnhardt, North Carolina. 43.6 2266 
Robbins, Michigan 43.4 2432 

50 43.0 2150 


Carter, Southern Methodist ee 
Preacher, Oregon... 57 43.0 2450 


No Avg. 
Ross, San Diego State... 73 428 
Mancini, Fresno State 72 428 


Superick, West Virginia .. . 66 423 
Berry, Florida State : 

Simon, Air Force 8 

Harper, Washington State ...... 41 42.0 


INTERCEPTIONS 
G. No. Yds. TD. 
Cross, Fresno State, 12 1 


Durden, Arizona 
Collins, Cal St-Fullerton.. 12 
Raddatz, Wisconsin.......... 

Ziegler, Kansas..... 


Luckett, Western Mich... 11 102 
Kelly, Washington............. 11 95 
Moore, Oklahoma State... 11 93 
Firlie, Navy... al: 79 


Jackson, Washington ....... 
Rutledge, UCLA.... 
Purvis, Pacific A 
McCummings, W. Forest., 11 
Wilson, Air Force 

Wyatt, Arkansas .. 
Jefferson, LSU..... 
Dawson, Bowling Green 
Mitchell, lowa................ 1 
Fullington, Miami (Fla.).... 12 


KICKOFF RETURNS 
No. Yds. TD. 
Henderson, Texas Tech. 13 376 1 
Rowley, New Mexico St. 15 411 1 


= 
— 

UO wn Tt Ur Go OO 
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Yds. 
3128 
3085 
2794 
2072 
2023 
1721 


Avg. 


Duncan, Northwestern... 17 464 
Cherry, Oregon 
Sikahema, BYU 
Gaines, Long Beach St... 24 575 


McAdoo, Baylor 335 23.9 
Harmon, Iowa... 1l 262 23.8 
Fullwood, Auburn... 22 509 23.1 


Tucker, Utah......... Aly / 393 
Bell, Boston College... 
Scott, Stanford .... 
Boxley, Bowling Gre ‘ 
Anderson, Minnesota...... 27 603 
Harris, Memphis State... 20 446 
Worthen, N.C. State...... 13 287 
Lilly, Georgia Tech 
Miller, Arkansas.............. 390 


ecoocoCooOHOCoOHOCOord 
i) 
we 
w 


ww ds. TD: Avg. 
Nattiel, Florida ............... 346 1 15.7 
Thomas, Air Force “ 304 0 12.7 
Milus, Washington........... 17 211 1 12.4 
Morse, Michigan State .. 17 204 1 12.0 
Tucker, Utah .........ccser 22 261 1 11.9 
Edmonds, Arkansas........ 25 294 0 11.8 
Bonner, Ohio .. 25 270 1 10.8 
Couch, Minnesota. 15 162 0 10.8 
Covington, Maryland....... 26 274 0 10.5 
Everett, Baylor............ 27 284 0 10.5 
Redick, Cal St.-Fullerton 22 222 0 10.1 
Mott, Southern Miss...... 35 347 2 9.9 
Myers, Virginia Tech...... 34 335 Or. * 99 
Davis, Wyoming ........00 23 222 1 9.7 


CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING 


keke kkk ahh kkk kk 


NFL * NCAA 
USFL * MLB 
NBA * NHL * MISL 


Featuring: Authentic Game 
"STARTER" jackets (NFL, 
NCAA, MLB, NBA, NHL); 
USFL Jackets, Custom-de- 
signed Jackets, Authentic 
Game Jerseys (NFL, USFL, 
NBA, MLB, NCAA, NHL). 
Replica jerseys (NFL, MLB, 
NBA, NHL, MISL). Warm- 
ups (MLB, NBA, MISL). T- 
shirts & Workout jerseys 
(NFL, NCAA, USFL, MLB, 
NBA, NHL). Wool baseball 
caps (NFL, NCAA, MLB). 
“AJD" caps, painters caps, 
pennants, batting & re 
ceiver gloves...and more! 


Check us out for the best 
sports products and serv- 
ice! 

For our latest catalog just 
send $2.00 & Your name & 
address to: 


SHEPHERD'S 
PRO SPORTS 


P.O, BOX 5177* AKRON, OHIO 44313 
(216) 666-1000 
kak keke kha keke kkk Kak 


tt ob tb ob ot Ob ob Ot ot ot ot ot ot ot tt >t ot tt ot ot ot ooo Oo ot 


CHAMPIONSHIP NFL GAM 


Original broadcasts ot these exciting football 
games trom yesteryear 


j SET #1 1957 Championship Game Detroit 
§ Lions host the Cleveland Browns. 
SET #2 1958 Championship Game trom 
Yankee Stadium .A football classic.,.ihe Bal- 
timore Colts and the New York Giants 
SET #3 The 1961 NFL Championship Game 
featuring the powerful Green Bay Packers 
and the New York Giants 
SET #4 The Giants and Green Bay meet in 
3 Yankee Stadium for the 1962 NFL title 
SET #5 Cold and windy Wrigley Field in Chi- 
cago, 1963 Championship Game Bears and 
Giants 
SET #6 1968 title game Baltimore over 
§ Cleveland 


You gel three hours of live broadcasting of 
these great games for only $19.95 per set. 
Order all six sets for $95. We pay postage and 
handling Money back guarantee. Free old 
time radio catalog with your order For same 
day Service call (904) 377-7480 Mastercard/ 
VISA encouraged of send check/money 
order to BWP Radio, Inc. 1105 N. Main St., 
Suite 9E, Gainesville, FL 32601. Canadian 
residents add $5 per set 
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FOOTBALL CAMP 


‘9th Year @ In Maryland @ June, July © Boys 8-18 


] 

| 

I “LIVE CONTACT & SCRIMMAGES 

fa STAFF: 25 NFL Pros, Pro Coaches, 60 College Coaches 

For Brochure and info: Maynard Turow — SNYBP 

i 14000 N. Gate Dr., Silver Spring, MD 20906 

I Other Camps: Mark Moseley Kick Camp 
Free Agent Pro Try-Out Camp (19-35) 
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Only $120.00 per column inch. 
Write for more information, 
The Sporting News 
YEARBOOK SERIES 
1212 N. Lindbergh, St. Louis, MO 63132 


176 * The Sporting News 1985 College Football Yearbook 


Classified Advertising Rates 


[cess tons GIFT CATALCG).— 


FREE 1985 GIFT CATALOG! 


ez = Up To 50% Savings | 
> Statler Jackets $44.95, Pro Caps $9.95, Pro ] 
Jerseys $29.95, etc. All NFL, MLB, NBA, NHL 
NASL, USFL.WFL, College teams, 1,000 items in | 
stock, Send $2.00 Ist Class postage Phone 
orders VISA-MC-AE 707-584-1290 
SPORTS STOP 
P.O. Box 2307, Dept. CFYB | 
Rohnert Park, CA 94928 


MAJOR LEAGUE 
BASEBALL 
TRYOUT 


For Free Brochure write: 
BASEBALL 
TRYOUT 


P.O. Box 6207, Evanston, IL 60204. 


Enjoy football even more with this look 
at the great teams of the past — all the 
scores of 136 colleges, 1869-1983, names 
coaches, all-Americans. 58 photos. Send 
now for the College Football Scorebook, 
$16.75. Order by Dec 1,85 and receive 
FREE copy of Pro Football Scorebook, 
with scores of 28 NFL teams, 1919-81. 
RAIN BELT PUBLICATIONS, INC, 

18806-40th West, Lynnwood,Wa.98036 


COLLEGE FOOTBALL 
RESEARCHERS ASSOCIATION 


Share information, history, and research 


projects. Bulletins monthly by and for our 
nation-wide membership. Subscription- 
Membership dues still $15 through Decem- 
ber. Now in our 4th year, Write- 

CFRA, Box 278-96, Reeder, ND 58649 
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Sports Illustrated 
| FOOTBALL — COLLEGE & PRO 
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Sports usted 
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Sports Mustrated ‘Wel 


LESS THAN 


50° 


(1/2 Off The 
Regular 
Subscription Price) 


FOOTBAIL ts SPECIAL 


Send me 20 issues 
of The Sporting News 
and bill me for $9.91. 


L] Payment Enclosed 


LOWEST PRICE ANYWHERE. . | 1/2-OFF REGULAR RATE 
SUBSCRIBE NOW AND HAVE Qiesys ~DELIVERED EVERY WEEK 


Canada add $725 for subscription postage. Other foreign rates on request. JNC15-X 


BUSINESS REPLY CARD 


FIRST CLASS PERMIT NO. 685 MARION, OH 
eee: 


UM DRIVE 
MARION, OHIO 43306 


NO POSTAGE 
NECESSARY 


LESS THAN 


50° 


A WEEK 


(1/2 Off The 
Regular 
Subscription Price 
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Thunderbird 


Have you driven a Ford... 
lately? 


Get it together—Buckle up. Gra» 


( 


Sica g Break away to refreshing taste. 


Sos a Come up fo‘koo!l. 


ILTEF 
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Warning: The Surgeon General Has Determined 


Milds Kings, 10 ma, “tar”, 0 .7mag. nicotine; Filter Kings, 16 mg. “tar”, That Cigarette Smoking !s Dangerous to Your Health. 


1.0 mg, nicotine av, per cigarette, FIC Report Feb. ‘85. 


